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e have a show! Enough tables have been
sold to meet and exceed our minimum
required financially. Mark your calendar
for July 8 – 10 at the Elks Lodge. The only way
this fundraising event can be successful is if all
members volunteer for at least two hours. We
have lots of volunteer opportunities leading up to
the show and at the show itself. There are many
different tasks so any special needs can be
accommodated. Be thinking about how and when
you would like to help.
A very well-attended meeting this month.
Welcome to new members Jeannine and Richard
Russ. Thanks to Rick, Judy, Darren, and Carl/
Marleigh for Show and Tell. Good to see you
again, Nanz. It has been a while. And, another
super potluck! Thank you everyone for joining us.
Our community service project is scheduled for
the mornings of May 14 and September 17. This
is when we head out south of town on US60 to
pick up litter on our club sponsored mile. It is a
surprising good time where more hands (and
pickup sticks) make for quick work. Then we talk
about any unique finds and enjoy Brookie’s
homemade cookies.
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Thank you, Cathy Viney and Rick Olson, for
joining me as judges at the Regional STEM Fair
on March 5. Our club has been a consistent
sponsor of this event for many years. There is
even a link to our website on the Science Fair
page! This event is consistent with our club’s
educational mission.
Great presentation Rick Palmer! It was interesting to see how pure quartz crystals are manufactured and used.
Trivia: Quartz (SiO2), a very abundant mineral, is
the major source for making glass including
crystal balls used by soothsayers. When under
pressure, it vibrates with an electric rhythm,
which is used to keep time in clocks and watches
(piezoelectricity).
Next meeting is April 3 at the VFW. Fieldtrip is
March 19 to the Camp Verde area for glauberite,
fossils, agate and jasper.
Regards,
Sandra

TREASURER’S REPORT
Expenses this Month & Upcoming:

Income this Month:

1. Newsletter printing & postage

1. 2022 Show Dealer contracts

2. Post office box annual fee

2. Member dues and donations

3. Refund to Arizona Rocks for Show fee

3. Fifty/Fifty and Silent Auction
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Our newsletter is published monthly by the
White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club, Inc.
Any information or comments members
wish to include in the monthly newsletter
must be given to the editor at the general
membership meeting or call the editor no
later than Tuesday following the meeting.

PRESIDENT
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Membership dues are $20 for a single
membership and $25 for a couple/family.
($5 less if you receive newsletter by
email.) Dues are paid in January each year
along with a completed application form.
Memberships initiated in November or
later in a given year are also good for the
following year.

We meet the first Sunday of the
month (unless it falls on a holiday)
at the VFW Post 9907, 381 North
Central Avenue in Show Low. Turn
north off the Deuce of Clubs at
Burger King. Social half hour at
1:00 pm, meeting starts at 1:30 pm.
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resident Sandra Angelo called the
meeting to order at 1:30 PM with the
Pledge to the Flag. New members
Richard and Jeannine Russ were introduced
and welcomed.
The Show and Tell part of the meeting had
several interesting presentations. Rick Olson
described some good rock hunting areas to
visit in New Mexico and shared samples from
the Blanchard Mine. Judy Harold shared
some fluorescents, and Carl Hickman
displayed some T-shirts that Marleigh
Freyenhegar printed for our group. Darren
Schwiner showed pieces of fluorite from the
last field trip to Glenwood, New Mexico.
After a motion from Thelma Gray and a
second from Rick Olson, the February
meeting minutes were accepted by those
present.
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Darren Schwiner noted that the March 19
field trip will be to Camp Verde to find
Glauberite. See Page 7 in Rock Talk for
further information.
Carl Hickman reported on the July rock
show. Fifty vendor tables have been sold.
Since the annual "Derby Down the Deuce" is
the same weekend, volunteers are needed to
distribute flyers about the rock show to
those attending the Derby. Stan Arneklev
will research the price for printing the
flyers and will inform us of his findings at
the next meeting.
Check the newsletter for updates from Rick
Olson on the new collecting restriction at
Diamond Point. (Editor’s note: Due to
unforeseen circumstances, this information
will appear in next month’s newsletter.)
For the meeting program presentation, Rick
Palmer gave a talk and slideshow on the many
Treasurer Carl Hickman reported on the
uses of quartz, and the differences between
budget. Vice President Cathy Viney
mentioned that she will bring the remaining natural quartz and that which is man-made.
club T-shirts to sell at the next meeting.
Door prizes and 50-50 drawings resulted in
Representatives from the club were judges the following winners:
at the STEM Fair on March 5 at Northland
Marleigh Freyenhegar won $75 in the 50/50
Pioneer College in Snowflake. The club
drawing.
donated $200 to the program.
Door prize winners included Niki Kas,
Thelma Gray described the various door
Dave Adams, and Judy Harold.
prizes and the 50/50 raffle. Rick Olson
The raffle prize winners were Beverly Smith
talked about the items provided for the
and Dave Adams.
silent auction. Sandra Angelo gave the
president’s report.
After a motion by Ursula Wilson that was
seconded by Thelma Gray, the meeting was
Meg McDonald from the White Mountain
Center for the Arts mentioned the center’s adjourned at 3:47 PM.
Cork and Canvas Event that includes music,
Respectfully Submitted,
food, and art. The event will be held the last
Hope Rubi, Secretary
Friday of the month from 5:00 to 7:00 PM.
Sandra mentioned that the White Mountain
Symphony will have a concert on April 2 at
3:00 PM at the Show Low Auditorium.
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March 19-20—ANTHEM, ARIZONA: Annual show; Daisy Mountain Rock and Gem Show;
The Anthem School, 41020 N. Freedom Way; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4; $3.00 for adults,
$2.00 for children over 10; rocks, minerals, beads, jewelry, geodes, fluorescents, kids
corner, member display, raffle; contact Ed Winbourne, 4136 West Bradshaw Creel Lane,
Phoenix, AZ 85087 (978) 460-1528; Email: ewinbourne@gmail.com; Website: ww
w.DMRMC.com.
May 7-8—KINGMAN, ARIZONA: Annual show; Mohave County Gemstoners; Kingman
Academy of Learning , 3420 N. Burbank St. 86409; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-4; free admission
plenty of parking ; Annual Gem & Mineral Show. Handcrafted jewelry and art, rocks,
slabs and cabs, knapped obsidian knives, mineral specimens, silent auction, educational
displays, activities for the kids, door prizes every half hour. Lots of fun and wonder for
everyone.; contact Daina Sandhop, Kingman, AZ, (425) 268-9983; Email:
ddaes1961@hotmail.com

We invite you to come spend the day in Miami, Arizona on Saturday
April 9, 2022. The Gila County Gem & Mineral Society is having our fourth annual Gem
and Mineral “Show & Sell Spring Event” from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM along with the
“Second Saturday Main Event” to be held in downtown Miami on Sullivan Street with
vendors, music, food and more from 1:00 to 4:00 PM.
Our event will again be held in the parking lot of Oasis Insurance at 411 W. Live Oak
(Highway 60). Come and see what we have to offer for sale, make your own rock covered
copper tree, grab some popcorn and a drink, and visit with other rockhounds and jewelry
makers.
Come check out our clubhouse and see what we offer for our club members. We will have
free wire wrapping going on during this event. If you have a stone you would like to try
to wrap, you’re welcome to bring it. We will have the supplies provided for you to work
with. This is one of many things along with machine use, field trips, and more that we
offer free to our club members. Ask us how you can become a member.
Would you like to be a vendor in our event? We offer eight-foot table space for
ten dollars. Objects must be rock and mineral related items. (Tables and chairs will be
provided.) The deadline to reserve a table is Monday April 4, 2022.
For more information or to reserve a table contact Jodi Brewster at 623-810-9780
or jodibrewster66@gmail.com
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Editor’s Note: The following information was sent by RMFMS AZNV State Director Steve
Kaminski to be shared with all club members.
his year the Flagg Mineral Foundation dedicates its 29th Annual Mineral Symposium
to the memory of Charlie Connell, who passed early last week. The Flagg Symposium
returns to its usual spot on the calendar, as well as to returning to its original venue.
Thanks to the UA Arizona Mining, Mineral, and Natural History Education Museum
(UA AMMNHEM) and Ms. Catie Carter-Sandoval for this opportunity and access. Charlie
was the leader of the Monday Crew volunteers that has worked so very hard and long to
restore the return to operable status the mining and milling equipment on exhibit out in
front and beside the museum.
Symposium activities begin with the Friday afternoon micromount session with one or two
presentations. Then on Saturday there is a full day of presentations. There will also be (on
Saturday) four mineral dealers set up and offering you the opportunity to expand your
collection. The FMF will be one of these dealers and will offer a wonderful variety of
minerals, including the debut of the newly acquired Sheila Ronspees Collection (from
Tucson).
The Mill is quiet now, appropriately, as our lead Millman's loss settles into our lives. Though
because of Charlie's efforts, it stands ready to drum the song that he and the Monday
Crew have tuned it to play. The current plan is that one or more Monday Crew members will
be stepping up to the challenge of filling Charlie's spot in the program and to manage the
demonstration of the working mining and mill equipment which will kickoff the program on
Saturday.

Lunch, snacks, and beverages are included on Saturday. Please come join in the celebration
of Charlie, the UAAMMNHEM, and the FMF's fantastic list of presenters.

Go to flaggmineralfoundation.org for the latest information
Saturday Program to include the following speakers:
7:45-8:45 AM – Registration and check-in
8:30 AM to 5 PM – Program to include the following: (coffee breaks, snacks and lunch provided)
8:45 to 9:00: Welcome – Les Presmyk and Catie Sandoval
9:00 to 10:00: Charlie Connell – Mining equipment demonstrations
10:00 to 10:40: David Joyce – Mineral Collecting on the Bay of Fundy
10:40 to 11:20: Richard Zimmerman – Fluid Inclusions and Negative Crystals
11:20 to 12:00: Dr. Ray Grant – Arizona Vanadinite
12:00 to 1:30: Lunch
1:30 to 2:10: Mark Hay – Vanadinite, Field Collecting in Western Arizona
2:10 to 2:50: Stan Celestian – The Hidden Treasures of the L.A. County Museum
2:50 to 3:20: Tom Kaye – Laser Stimulated Fluorescence from Earth to Mars
3:20 to 3:45: Break
3:45 to 4:25: Dr. Tony Gleckler – Lighting Your Minerals: How your lights, your eyes and your
rocks all interact
4:25 to 5:05: Anna Domitrovic: – Mines and Minerals of Pearce and Courtland, Cochise County,
Arizona
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If you have rock, gem, or mineral-related knowledge or skill that might be of
interest to our membership, please step forward to volunteer to provide a 15 to
30-minute presentation. To offer your help and to share your knowledge, please call
or text Vice President Cathy Viney at 714-348-9162. Right now speakers are needed
for the months of April, May, and July.

2

Special Sale at our April meeting,Sunday April 3

We have quite a number of T-shirts that will be for sale before and during our
April meeting.
There are sizes from youth through adult large and maybe a few XL. Come early
for best selection. Each shirt is at a rock bottom price of only $7.00 regardless of
size. Cash or checks accepted.
These T-shirts have rock related pictures and would be perfect to wear on field trips and
when out enjoying nature.
We appreciate your support and hope to have new stock in new designs available later in the
year.

3

Upgrade the Club Brochure

At the March meeting, we discussed the necessity of updating the club’s
informational brochure. This brochure is distributed to the local chambers of
commerce for new residents, visitors, or anybody who might be interested in
what our club has to offer. This brochure was designed and printed a number of
years ago and needs to be re-designed, especially if we want to use it as a
handout at our Show in July, and as indicated in the meeting minutes, to give out to visitors at
the Derby Down the Deuce, which is the same weekend. So we are asking you, our members.
What are your suggestions for improving this document? Some ideas floated at the meeting
included:
Different font
 Photos of club meetings and outings
 Should have club logo
 A complete list of all club activities
 A complete list of organizations that we support
 Legal standing as a qualified 501 (C) 3
 Club History


We are interested in any input that you, our fellow club member, might have in this regard.
The updated brochure must be ready for distribution by July for our Show and also, as
indicated in the meeting minutes, to hand out to visitors at the Derby Down the Deuce, which
is the same weekend.
You can E-mail your ideas to Editor B.G. Hogarth at hogarths@citlink.net. And in the subject
line, please type in something like “Rock and Gem Club Brochure.” Thanks! We are looking
forward to hearing from you!
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By Rick Olson
e will be heading west to Camp Verde on Saturday March 19 to collect the rare
form of gypsum known as glauberite. Found at the Salt Mine south of town, we
hope to locate this angular formation along with other crystalline minerals.
From there we continue south to collect fossils, and if time permits, on to Rodeo
Flats for agate and jasper.
Wear old clothing, as crawling in sand, and later on avoiding various forms of cactus, will at
the least give you some protection. Gloves are also recommended. As Spring is just days away,
sun screen and water will be necessary. Good hiking shoes, a lawn chair, and snacks should be
brought along.
Any vehicle can get you to the Salt Mine, but after that a SUV with 4x4 will be required. We
will meet at the parking area near Arby’s in Show Low at 8:00 AM with departure at 8:30. For
those that live farther west we can meet along the way. For further info contact Rick Olson
at 928-251-0949 or 928-892-3481.

By
Rick Olson

For the 18 members and guests who made the trip to Gila, New Mexico on that chilly morning
of February 19, the distance was not an issue. And after seeing samples of the color that
could be found in the fluorite for which we would be searching, we were set for travel.
Following a short break on our journey in Alma we made the trip to the Foster Mine within a
few hours. The temperatures were much nicer than expected and coats were quickly shed
with 60-degree temps and calm winds. The hike to the mine was less than 100 yards from
where we parked. Unfortunately, there was one short but steep spot that was too much for
one of our travelers. Everyone else had no problem finding multi-coloring and crystals in both
tailings and adits. Of course, Darren returned with some of the largest crystals. Everyone
agreed that this was not a site to be soon forgotten.
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By
Donna Pollard

rocoite, referred to as” Red Lead Ore”,
is a lead chromate, Pb(CrO4), a rare ore
of lead and chromium. The name derives from
the Greek, “krokos” (saffron) an allusion to the
color of the mineral. Chromium was first
extracted from this mineral, but crocoite is
too rare to be of commercial importance.
Today, chromite is the main ore for chromium.
Crocoite is usually a hyacinth red, though
rarely, it may be yellowish or red/orange.
The streak is yellow, the luster has a slightly
greasy vitreous (glassy) look, and the mineral is
translucent. Under bright light, the vitreous
look disappears but returns after the brightness is removed. Crocoite is soft, with a hardness of 2.5-3, but is also quite heavy with a
S.G. of 5.9-6. The fracture is an uneven
conchoidal; it is a fragile mineral, but not
brittle, and the cleavage is good in only one
direction. If crocoite is put in a strong acid, it
reacts and releases chlorine.
Crocoite belongs to the crystal class
“monoclinic,” causing the crystals to be long,
sometimes inches in length, columnar to needleshaped, or as pyramids. The mineral may also
appear as druzy, or as compact, large groups of
small acicular (needle-shaped) crystals.
Crocoite occurs as a secondary mineral that
forms when hydro-thermal solutions rich in
chromic acid cause alterations of other lead
minerals such as galena. This occurs in oxidized
lead/chromium ore veins. Crocoite is associated
with other secondary minerals such as
pyromorphite, cerussite, vanadinite, and others.
Crocoite is confused with realgar, which is
softer and less dense; vanadinite, which forms

six -sided
prisms;
and
wulfenite,
which
lacks the
intense
red and
glassy
luster of
crocoite.
The best specimens are found in Dundas,
Tasmania; the Ural Mountains of Russia;
Romania, and Brazil. Crocoite is not considered
to be a “North American” species, but it is
found in the Darwin and Eldorado Mines in
California; in Lancaster, Pennsylvania; and in one
area here in Arizona. Crocoite is widely desired
for its rarity and color, and its value to
collectors and scientists.
The information below came from “A Falcon
Guide, Rockhounding Arizona” by Gerry Blair,
1992. One area in which crocoite has been
found is at the Mammoth/ St Anthony Mine; at
times called the Tiger mine. This location is 23
miles south of Hayden and about 50 miles north
of Tucson. This was one of the premier
specimen mines in the southwest, maybe the
world. It enjoyed six stages of mineralization.
The showiest specimens, wulfenite, vanadinite,
dioptase, and crocoite was created during the
fifth and sixth phases. Mining began in 1879
with 150,000 ounces of gold taken out by 1901.
Then the Mammoth vein caved in at the surface
to the 750 foot level.

(Continued on Page 9)
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(CROCOITE, continued from Page 8)
The demand for vanadium and molybdenum in World War I renewed interest in the mine, and
the property was worked from 1915 to 1919 for those metals. Gold increased in price in 1933
and the mine was worked again for more molybdenum, vanadium and gold untill 1943. Around
the same time the demand for base metals caused the company to extend the workings to
the sulphide ore body below the 650 foot level of the Collins Shaft. This proved to be the
beginning of the collectors dream of minerals from the Mammoth. Bright orange and red
wulfenite, brilliant blue-green dioptase, intricate cerussite, coatings of vanadinite on country
rock the size of apples, slabs of wulfenite coated with malachite, and many more lovely
combinations, along with rare specimens such as crocoite were pulled from the mine.
Most museums have specimens from the Tiger windfall, as do local collectors. The complex
ore could not be worked at the mine, so it was transported to the town of Mammoth, which
sits on the banks of the San Pedro River, in buckets suspended from a cable. San Pedro River
water was brought back to the mine in the same buckets. Today, the underground workings
have collapsed and are not accessible. ”No trespassing” signs are posted at the mine dump.
Once or twice a year, local gem and mineral clubs have been given access to the mine dump to
search for treasure. If this access is still allowed, it could be a great trip for our club. A
long drive, but most likely well worth it.

Our club still has some volunteer positions open that must be filled! Neither of them are
difficult, and we will train you. Might you be interested in one? They are listed below:
1. MEETING ROOM SETUP/TEAR DOWN COORDINATOR: Responsible for setting up
the VFW room for the meeting and potluck and ensuring that the room is taken down and
cleaned up afterwards.
2. EDUCATION/SCHOOLS: Acts as liaison to school districts with mineral/geological
presentations.

The previous alphabetic (by last name) method of determining members
responsible for supplying the potluck table has been reinstated.
For April, those whose last names fit into the category of L-Z will
supply the potluck table.
Do you have knowledge of something that might be of interest to the
other members? Consider sharing it as a program item at a meeting!
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