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PRESIDENT’S LETTER

ow, so many people at Sunday’s
meeting! It was wonderful seeing
the many smiling faces. Welcome
Frank, Karen, Derek, and Randy,
our guest and new members. We had a really
terrific Show and Tell. Seven people shared
some very interesting examples of rocks,
minerals, gems, fossils, and pottery. Thanks
Rick, Diane, Karen, Carl, Michael, and Judy.
Judy had us laughing with her interpretations
of what she saw in her rocks.

Thank you Stan and crew for your hard work
in the initial stages of inventory and organizing the storage unit. One of the greatest
challenges is correctly identifying specimens.
Good thing you had so many experts on hand.
This project will take time especially since
work has to be done during the cooler part of
the day. Thanks to Stan and Jeannie Arneklev,
Donna and Terry Pollard, Rick Olson, Karen
Dorsey, Larry Legge, Carl Hickman, and Cathy
Viney.

Please plan to attend the potluck picnic on
July 11 at Show Low City Park Old Pavilion.
Bring a dish to share. The pavilion has
electricity if you need to plug into an outlet.
Tables are available for $10 for anyone
wanting to sell items. The meeting will be very
short so we will have lots of time for visiting
and eating. The shuffleboard court has been
replaced by cornhole if anyone feels
competitive.

It was fun sharing my Passport-In-Time
archeology adventure with you on Sunday.
To learn more about the PIT forest service
program go to www.passportintime.com

Monthly trivia – June has multiple birthstones.
Alexandrite and Pearl are the most well
known. Alexandrite is thought to bring luck,
good fortune and love. It is believed to bring
balance in the interaction between the
physical manifest world and the unmanifest
spiritual, or astral world. Pearls are associated
with sweetness, innocence, purity, and humil–
ity. They are thought to bring the wearer long
life and prosperity. As treasured heirlooms,
they also symbolize integrity, generosity, and
wisdom gained through experience.
Mikki shared that our friend Peggy Lancaster
continues to struggle with her health. Peggy
was responsible for Sunshine, sending cards to
club members experiencing illness or loss. She
could use a little sunshine herself. Please send
her good thoughts and prayers.
Help Wanted: Meeting Room Set up/
Takedown coordinator(s). One or two people
to coordinate meeting room set up including
the monthly potluck. There are usually lots of
volunteers to help especially with tear down.
The coordinator(s) make sure everything is
available and direct the helpers. Please let me
know if you are willing to do this vital job.
(Continued on Page 4)

TREASURER’S REPORT

Expenses this Month:
1. Newsletter printing & postage

Income this Month:
1. Fifty/Fifty Raffle
2. Silent Auction
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Our newsletter is published monthly by
the White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club,
Inc. Any information or comments
members wish to include in the monthly
newsletter must be given to the editor at
the general membership meeting or call
the editor no later than Tuesday
following the meeting.
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Membership dues are $20 for a single
membership and $25 for a couple/family.
($5 less if you receive newsletter by
email.) Dues are paid in January each
year along with a completed application
form. Memberships initiated in
November or later in a given year are
also good for the following year.

We meet the first Sunday of the month
(unless it falls on a holiday) at the VFW
Post 9907, 381 North Central Avenue in
Show Low. Turn north off the Deuce of
Clubs at Burger King. Social half hour at
1:00 pm, meeting starts at 1:30 pm .
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cathyv08@yahoo.com
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Heber/Overgaard: Aimee Webster
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he meeting was called to order by
President Sandra Angelo at 1:30 PM.
Members were welcomed and those
joining us after several months were
welcomed back. Mike Sondalle introduced
Frank, his long-time rock hounding pal. Karen
and Derek Moffat and their son Randy, our
three newest members, were introduced.

On June 26 The club fieldtrip will be to a
spot south of Reserve, New Mexico near the
Pueblo Campground for bytownite. Further
information is on Page 8 in Rock Talk.

Thanks to Karen Dorsey, Rick Olson, Diane
Moten, Carl Hickman, Sandra Angelo,
Michael Sondalle, and Judy Harrell for
sharing their treasures during Show and
Tell. We especially appreciated Judy’s
creative description of the specimens she
found and providing samples to the
membership.

Since we could not hold our show this year,
we will have a picnic on July 11 at the Old
Pavilion in Show Low City Park. Please bring a
dish to share. Corn hole is available. Bring
your own bean bags. For those wishing to sell
items, tables will be available for $10, and
sales proceeds may be kept by participants.
For those giving specimens away, there is no
table charge. Tables may be reserved
through Stan, as we need to know how many
tables to bring to the park.

Last month’s minutes were approved by the
membership with a motion from Rick Olson
and a second from Larry Legge.
Treasurer Carl Hickman reported that our
only expenditure this month was for newsletter printing and postage. Income was
from the 50/50 and silent auction. The only
scheduled expense for June is newsletter
printing/postage.
Vice President Cathy Viney needs program
presenters. Please contact Cathy for when
you can share a 15–20 minute program.

Member-at-Large Stan Arneklev talked
about the inventory of our storage units. All
specimens, equipment, show materials, and
supplies need to be noted and organized. A
list will be put in the unit and everything
removed needs to be signed for. A work
session was scheduled the first week of
June and another this week. Several more
sessions will need to be scheduled.
Editor BG Hogarth is always looking for
contributions to the newsletter.

The Board met two weeks ago. Minutes of
the meeting are on page 5 in Rock Talk.
The May field trip to north of Snowflake
was well attended despite the very breezy
weather. See the report on page 9 in Rock
Talk.

Brookie Embry reported that nine people
participated in the highway cleanup. We
conduct two clean-ups each year. The next
one will be scheduled in September.

There are many activities on the mountain on
June 12. Rick Palmer announced a “Fly-In” at
the Springerville airport with many family
activities as well as pet adoptions. Proceeds
go to the Round Valley Animal Rescue. The
Payson Rimstones are having a summer show
in the Big Lots parking lot in Payson. The
White Mountain Symphony Orchestra will
hold a pops concert at the Show Low
Auditorium at 3:00 PM on the same day.
As a reminder, please do not arrive at the
VFW before noon on meeting day. Another
group rents the space before us, and their
time ends at noon.
Sandra gave a presentation about her
Passport-In-Time archeology adventure with
the US Forest Service.
Peggy Lancaster, our former Sunshine lady,
is quite ill and could use your good thoughts
and prayers. Sandra will send a ‘Thinking of
You’ note from the club.
(Continued on Page 4)
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(President’s Letter, continued from Page 1)
It is amazing that we are halfway through the year. Wasn’t it just January and winter? Oh,
yeah, I lost a couple of months when I shattered my wrist. I hope all of you are satisfied
with my efforts as President. Please feel free to chat with me if you have any concerns.
Thank you for another amazing month.
Be safe—Sandra

(Minutes of June 6, continued from Page 3)
Door prizes were won by Brookie, Sandra and Karenita. 50/50 ($43) and raffles were won
by David Adams, Stan Arneklev, and Donna Pollard.
There being no further business to discuss, a motion to adjourn was made by David Adams
with a second by Bill Stalder. The meeting was adjourned at 3:30 PM.
Respectfully submitted,

Cathy Viney,
Secretary pro tem

18” saw - $1200
12” saw - $300
Richardson Ranch sander never used - $350

Richardson Ranch leather polisher never used - $250
Barranca Diamond wet polishing kit - $350
Two sets of polishing discs $50 ea.
14” New diamond saw blade - $125
Dry sander - $15
Pressure washer never used - $75

Dee Budde
602-625-7973
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n officers’ meeting of the White Mountains Gem & Mineral Club was held on
May 25, 2021 at the Show Low Café. President Sandra Angelo presided and called
the meeting to order at 9:35 AM. In attendance were Sandra Angelo, Carl Hickman,
Rick Olson, Karen Dorsey, Stan and Jeannie Arneklev, Kathy Viney, Diane Moten,
and Brenda Hogarth.
BUDGET: Treasurer Carl Hickman distributed copies of the austere budget and explained
the details. He mentioned that a donation won’t be sent to the Apache Deaf Camp since the
club doesn’t plan any collection trips to that area this year. Subscriptions of Rock & Gem
Magazine for libraries have been suspended as well. The club will have enough funds to get
through year without a show. We are planning a show for Summer, 2022; otherwise, the club
will face financial problems.
STORAGE UNIT: Our storage units are paid up until the end of year. Stan Arneklev
mentioned a need to inventory the sheds and possibly put some contents up for sale at
meetings or for silent auctions and door prizes. This includes caps and T-shirts. We must
consolidate the two sheds into one. Suggestion was made to not only sell the caps and
T-shirts to members, but to offer them for sale at next year’s show as well. Stan is
spearheading the inventory process, and volunteers are needed. He will set a date, preferably
a weekday, and notify members. Kathy Viney volunteered to assist Stan in this effort.
JULY PICNIC: Sandra stated that the picnic will be a potluck on Sunday, July 11, at the city
park big pavilion, at 1:00 PM. For ten dollars per, members can have tables to sell their clubrelated item and keep their profits. In alternative, no table charge will go to those desiring
to give items away. Suggestion was made to sell T-shirts as well. Determination must be made
of the number of tables to be brought from the storage unit. Sandra will secure permission
for the pavilion from the city.
MEMBERSHIP LIST: Sandra mentioned that the membership list is currently in the process
of being updated. It will be completed soon.

BY-LAWS: Sandra asked those present to review the by-laws, which are on the website.
They have not been reviewed in some time, and mention has been made of some possible
grammar errors.
TABLE LOAN: Question was asked about loaning club tables to other non-profits in return
for a donation. It was decided to keep the tables in-house only.
COMMUNICATIONS TREE: Sandra posed the question of contacting members who don’t
have E-mail or computers, in the event of a change in club meetings or trip details. The new
membership list will give us a better idea as to what is needed. In order to coordinate the
contact issue, we may need to divide it up among the club officers.
ELECTRONIC PRESENCE: The club’s web page needs to be updated, and we will talk to
Aimee about it. Sandra will look into the possibility of creating a club Facebook presence.
OTHER ISSUES: A sign-up sheet for food to be brought to the July picnic will be circulated
among members at the June meeting.
There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 11:05 AM.
Respectfully submitted,

Brenda Hogarth
Acting Secretary
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The Payson Rimstones Rock Club will be hosting their Summer Show this
Saturday, June 12 in the east parking lot by Big Lots on Highway 260 from
8:00 AM to 2:00 PM. This is an outdoor event.

All proceeds go toward supporting STEM scholarships for graduating Payson
High School students as well as students who are residents of northern Gila County attending
a college of their choice. Proceeds also support books and educational materials for the local
elementary schools and public libraries.

Because we blocked out the second weekend in July for our Gem and
Mineral Show, we found ourselves ‘all dressed up with no place to go’ when
we cancelled the show due to pandemic uncertainty. Instead we will
celebrate summer with a potluck at the Old Pavilion in Show Low City Park. Bring a dish to
share – appetizer, salad, entrée, side, or desert. You may also sell your wares. Eight foot tables
are $10 and you keep all the proceeds from your sales. If you just want to trade or give away
specimens, you can have table space at no charge. Please contact Stan or Sandra if you want a
table. We need to make sure we have the correct number of tables available since they need to
be transported from the storage unit. Cornhole is available next to the pavilion. You will need
to bring your own beanbags. Maybe a competition? There will be a very short meeting so we can
spend most of the afternoon enjoying the company of one another. See you on July 11!

Our club still has several volunteer positions open that must be filled! None of them are difficult, and we will train you. Might you be interested in one? They are listed below:
1. SECOND VICE PRESIDENT: The second vice president fills in when needed and also is
occasionally available for outreach.

2. HISTORIAN: The historian maintains the club scrapbook. Jeannie Arneklev has ably
served in this position for many years and will gladly train you.
3. EDUCATION/SCHOOLS: Acts as liaison to school districts with mineral/geological
presentations.

4. MEETING ROOM SETUP/TEAR DOWN COORDINATOR: Responsible for setting up the
VFW room for the meeting and potluck and ensuring that the room is taken down and cleaned
up afterwards.
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By

Donna L. Pollard

T

Another calcite feature is that it effervesces
(gives off carbon dioxide) when exposed to acid,
even cold, weak acid.

Calcite can be colorless, white, yellow, red,
brown, green, black, and even other colors,
depending on the impurities in the atomic
structure. It can have a vitreous (glassy),
pearly, or dull luster, and be transparent or
translucent, with a white or gray streak. Some
specimens will fluoresce in ultraviolet light as
red, yellow, pink, or blue.

A particular clear form of calcite, called Iceland
Spar, show double refraction. The mineral splits
a beam of light into two beams that are polarized at right angles to each other, forming
duplicate images when looking through it.
Though beautiful, calcite crystals are rarely cut
into gems because of the softness and cleavage
faces. If faceted successfully, the caret price
can be very high because of the rarity of the
piece. Common banded calcareous stone, called
calcite onyx or travertine, is often carved into
ornamental items, but this does not involve
faceting into a gem.

he name “calcite” comes from the Greek
word ’chalx’ which means ‘lime.’ Calcite
is calcium carbonate, CaCO3. It is often
used in the manufacture of cement;
hence the ‘lime’ reference, as well as in the
manufacture of steel and glass. Minerals vary
widely in their abundance depending on the
elements composing their atomic structure.
Calcite is very widespread because of its
common elements; calcium, carbon, and oxygen;
and is associated with other minerals, including
ores and quartz. Calcareous rock (rock that
containes calcite) makes up four percent, by
weight, of the earth’s crust, and covers
40 percent of the earth’s surface. The most
common calcareous rock is sedimentary
limestone. Metamorphic dolomite and marble are
also calcite.

Calcite has a hardness of three, and has highly
perfect cleavage along basic rhombohedral
planes in three directions. Though often
confused with quartz, calcite is much softer; it
scratches with a knife and does not scratch
glass as does quartz. Quartz, lacking cleavage,
also shatters, while calcite breaks along those
three cleavage planes. Other similar minerals to
calcite include gypsum, (which is softer; it
scratches with a fingernail) aragonite, (which
lacks the cleavage feature) and barite (which is
much more hefty meaning a same-size specimen
would be much heavier than calcite).

Crystals of calcite form in hexagonal/trigonal
system. These combine to form columnar needle
shaped tabular prisms; rhombohedral and
scalenohedral shapes, which further combine to
form ‘dog-tooth’ and ‘nail head’ crystal shapes,
which look just as they sound. To confuse things
more, calcite can be fine-grained, massive,
fibrous, reniform (kidney shaped) and layers in
cave formations, forming as stalactites. The (c)
can stand for ceiling formed, or drip down to
form stalagmites. The (g) can stand for ground.
Twinning of crystals is also common.

Thousand-pound crystals are found in a cave in
Sterlingbush, Lewis County, New York. On the
Keweenaw Peninsula, Michigan, three-inch
crystals enclosing native copper are found.
Coarse blue calcite is found at Crestmore
Quarries in Riverside, California. Golden yellow
crystals 3.3 feet long are found in Joplin,
Missouri, and at Pitcher, Oklahoma. This is just
a sample of the many sites to find calcite
crystals.
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This month we will be venturing into New Mexico. We will be travelling south along Hwy 180
to the turnoff for Pueblo Park where we will be collecting bytownite, a clear semi-precious
gemstone with a slight yellow tint that is a member of the labradorite family.
We will meet in the parking area just east of the McDonalds in Springerville at 8:00 AM
with departure at 8:30 AM on Saturday, June 26. This should give everyone plenty of time
to get gas, go to the washroom and/or pick-up a snack for the day. As this location is in the
mountains at a higher altitude, we recommend comfortable clothing, a hat, sunscreen and
hiking shoes.
Most vehicles can make the journey, but low clearance vehicles are not recommended. If
interested, there is a nice campground nearby if you wish to stay overnight. As the stones
are usually found lying on the ground, no digging tools will be necessary though a small
garden rake may be useful to wipe away leaves and grass.
For more info and/or to sign-up call Rick at 928-251-0949 or 928-892-3481(cell).
Photo by
Stan Arneklev

wice a year, once in
May, and again in
September, The White
Mountain Gem &
Mineral Club does their part to
keep Arizona highways looking
good for the many tourists and
other folks who love the drive up
the mountain on US 60.
Under the capable direction of
Larry and Brookie Embry, eight
club members met on May 15 to
pick up trash and other material
on the club’s Adopt-a-Highway
segment. It looks like they had a
great time! So think about
joining them again in September!
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By Rick Olson

Though the wind was blowing at a steady clip with 30 to 40 mph gusts all morning, that was
the only drawback to our collecting trip southeast of Woodruff on that sunny and cool
Saturday morning of May 22. Nineteen hardy souls came out for this local outing to find
agate, jasper, chert and colorful petrified wood. Great mounds of stream and lake deposits
filled the basin along the Little Colorado River during the Pliocene Epoch within the last two
to five million years, which allowed us to pick-up a variety of agate and other colorful rocks
that required little to no digging.
After a couple of hours Karen gathered the group and travelled a short distance north of
the Little Colorado River to another site for more of the same specimens. We all had plenty
of specimens to show-off during break time as everyone had found some special treasure.
I'm sure we will be back again soon.
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s a child, your editor lived for a few years in Douglas,
Arizona down in Cochise County. My dad loved to take us
on weekend car expeditions and many times we ended up
in the Chiricahua Mountains, fascinated with all the
amazing rock formations, and especially the (seemingly) precariously balanced rocks. How did
they get that way? My brother and I never tired of the amazing spectacle. The photo above
was taken of a formation in those mountains, and undoubtedly is one that so enthralled us all
those years ago.
So where did those huge boulders come from, how did they come to land on the most narrow
part, and how have they managed to remain so through all these years? I happened to find an
article in Earthquake, the newsletter for the Earth Science Museum in Phoenix, October 2020
edition. I didn’t think they would mind if I “borrowed” it. Enquiring minds want to know!
Balanced Rocks form in a number of ways that are related to weathering of the rock and
erosion of the weathered material. Some have a more resistant formation over a softer one,
such as sandstone over shale. Some have a less resistant portion in the formation, such as a
more ash rich layer in a sequence of volcanic rocks. In the case of granite, there is initially
weathering under the ground surface and then as the weathered material is removed some of
the granite boulders may be left in a precarious position.
Many of the balanced rocks look like they should not exist; that they should have fallen long
ago. Fortunately, big earthquakes are rare in Arizona and there is not a lot of ground motion,
so there are some spectacular rocks.
So there you have it. It has to do with weathering, erosion, resistance, and lack of earthquakes. Aren’t you glad you live in Arizona?

This formation lies along a road with which I am
also familiar; a backroad between the tiny
settlement of Kelvin and the Pinal County seat of
Florence. Kelvin is a few miles outside of Kearny.
Because of the fires now raging down in Pinal
County, this narrow dirt road is the only exit
route available for those living in Kearny.
Whether you want to go to Tucson or Phoenix
area, this is the only choice.
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