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PRESIDENT’S LETTER
Spring is in the air! Mostly warmer days, albeit plenty of wind. Shortly after I moved to the
White Mountains, I learned that we actually have five seasons – Spring, Summer, Autumn,
Winter, and Wind. Wind season is upon us!

DATE CHANGE REMINDER! April 11 is our next meeting because Easter falls on our normal
meeting day.
Regrettably, after much discussion by the Board, it was decided to cancel the 2021 Show.
With the current COVID restrictions, the amount of work verses the probable return, not to
mention the loss of ‘fun factor’ makes holding the show a poor business decision. Plans are
underway for 2022. Since we had the weekend set aside, we will instead have a potluck picnic
at Show Low City Park on Sunday. We could include a bit of rock trading. Details to follow.
Jodi Brewster, AZ/NV State Director for the Rocky Mountain Federation, will be joining us at
our April meeting. Besides an opportunity for a ‘meet and greet’ (Jodi is a lot of fun), she will
provide an update of what is going on with the Federation.
And a bit of sad news in the petrified wood world, Jim Gray of Jim Gray’s Petrified Wood
Company passed away last week. The almost 50 years-old shop will remain in the family.
A BIG THANK YOU to everyone who jumped in to ensure the meeting ran smoothly on Sunday.
It is amazing how everyone cares about our club and one another. Thanks to Sandy Jacobs
who agreed to be in charge of meeting set up and tear down. And to Daren Schwiner who
agreed to step in as a Board Member-at-Large, “Thank you!” It didn’t take too much arm
twisting.
Monthly trivia – Aquamarine is the birthstone for March. Because of its flowing, peaceful
energy, aquamarine has a strong ability to help move, protect, and purify your own energy and
thus aid emotional healing as well as deepen meditative states.
We had a super turnout this month! It was wonderful seeing so many familiar faces. You were
missed. Let’s hope we can continue to safely get together. Have a terrific month.
Sandra

TREASURER’S REPORT

Expenses this Month:
Newsletter printing and postage
Upcoming Expenses
Post Office box rental

Income this Month:
1. 50/50 Raffle
2. Silent Auction
3. Member dues and donations
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Membership dues are $20 for a single
membership and $25 for a couple/family.
($5 less if you receive newsletter by
email.) Dues are paid in January each
year along with a completed application
form. Memberships initiated in
November or later in a given year are
also good for the following year.

We meet the first Sunday of the month
(unless it falls on a holiday) at the VFW
Post 9907, 381 North Central Avenue in
Show Low. Turn north off the Deuce of
Clubs at Burger King. Social half hour at
1:00 pm, meeting starts at 1:30 pm .
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he meeting was called to order at 1:34 PM by President Sandra Angelo.
New members welcomed were Michael Adams, Eric Henningsen, Katie
O’Neal, Sam Henningsen-O’Neal, and Larry Legge.

Thanks to Diane Moton and Karen Dorsey for the fun Show and Tell specimens. Karen also
invited members to join her on an unofficial field trip to the St. Johns transfer station on
Wednesday, March 10.

Motion was made by Thelma Grey and seconded by Stan Arneklev to accept the February
minutes as presented in Rock Talk. Motion was passed.
The Treasurers Report was given by Carl Hickman. Income this past month was from
memberships, 50/50, silent auction, and donations. We will not be joining the Show Low
Chamber of Commerce this year. Known expenses for this month include post office box
renewal.
Sandy Jacobs agreed to lead meeting room set-up and tear down. Thank you! We still need
a vice president.
Karen Dorsey reported on the February fieldtrip to the Miami area. Several members
brought in samples of their findings.
Rick Olson gave details on the March trip to the Winkelman/Dudleyville area. (See Page 8
in Rock Talk for details.) He also reminded everyone about the April 24 fieldtrip. Tentative
plans are a visit to Hidden Cove Petroglyph Park.

Sandra announced in the president’s report that after much discussion with the Board, it
was decided to not hold the Gem and Mineral Show this year. Navajo County has too many
restrictions, so that the amount of effort verses return was considered to be limited.
Consequently, we are moving to an austere budget that covers operating expenses and
little more.
We can meet 2021 expenses and start 2022. If anyone has an expense they feel the club
should support, it must be presented to the Board.
Carl suggested that the club have a picnic in Show Low Park on the Sunday that the Show
would have been held. The membership was agreeable and the suggestion was made to have
a rock swap as well.
Jimbo Jacobs gave a presentation in which he shared fascinating information on Arizona
gold minerals and displayed some amazing specimens.
Door prizes were won by Don DeDecker, Larry Legge, and Cathy Viney. Darin Schwiner won
$55 in the 50/50. Raffle prizes were won by Don DeDecker and Juliana Tapia.
The next meeting is scheduled for April 11 because Easter falls on April 4, our normal
meeting date. Please note the date change.
There being no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 3:40 PM
Respectfully submitted,
Carol Glick
Secretary pro tem
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Although most shows have been cancelled, your editor did find this one scheduled
for April in Tucson:
APRIL 7-18—TUCSON, ARIZONA: Wholesale and retail show; JOGS International
Exhibits; Tucson Expo Center, 3750 E Irvington Rd, Tucson, AZ 85714, 650 S Hill
St, Suite 513; daily 10-6; Buyers: free, Guests: $20.
JOGS Tucson Gem & Jewelry Show brings together international wholesalers,
manufacturers, and designers of jewelry, gem dealers, and stone cutters, all
showcasing new designs and new ideas. Exhibitors bring the best selection and
largest stocks to choose from. Contact Yelena Masenko, 650 S Hill St, Suite 513,
Los Angeles, CA 90, Email: info@jogsshow.com; Website: jogsshow.com

Do you have any ideas or locations you would like to see
on a field trip in 2021? Then please let us know
as we plan for this year

Our club has several volunteer positions open that must be filled! None of them
are difficult, and we will train you. Might you be interested in one? They are
listed below:
1. VICE PRESIDENT AND SECOND VICE PRESIDENT: The vice president not
only fills in for the president when necessary, but also plans and organizes the
programs for the monthly meetings. The second vice president fills in when
needed and also is occasionally available for outreach.
2. HISTORIAN: The historian maintains the club scrapbook. Jeannie Arneklev
has ably served in this position for many years and will gladly train you.
3. ASSISTANT SHOW CHAIR: This person helps our Show Chairman Carl
Hickman with all aspects of planning, organizing, and setting up the club’s annual
show.
4. EDUCATION/SCHOOLS: Acts as liaison to school districts with mineral/
geological presentations.
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By

Donna L. Pollard

Iron Pyrite

is iron disulfide, meaning it has one iron and two sulfur, or a formula

of FES2. Pyrite, as it is usually called, comes from the Greek word, ‘pyr,’ meaning fire. It is
sometimes called ‘fool’s gold,’ having stirred the hopes of many foolish gold seekers who did not
know that pyrite is much harder, more brittle, and much more abundant than real gold. Pyrite
has a greenish-black streak, a hardness of 6-6.5, a specific gravity (SG) of 5, meaning it is
twice as heavy as a same-size piece of quartz, no cleavage, and breaks with a conchoidal
(rounded) fracture. One of the most common iron minerals, pyrite color is brassy to pale yellow,
often with a brown film of iron oxide. Opaque, and with a metallic luster, pyrite will spark when
hit with a metal object.
Pyrite crystals form in the isometric system. They are often cubic, but sometimes octahedron
(eight-sided) in shape. These individual crystals may be ‘twinned’, forming what is called an ‘iron
cross’. An interesting form of pyrite crystal is called ‘pyritohedrons’, soccer ball-like crystals
composed of 12 pentagonal (five-sided) faces. Pyrite can also be botryoidal or stalactitical
nodule shape, flakes or chunks, or flattened, radiating disks called ‘pyrite suns’ that are often
found in specific coal seams. The many forms of the crystal faces of pyrite usually have growth
lines, called striations on them.
Pyrite occurs in high and low temperature environments and can be present in all types of rocks;
igneous, metamorphic, and sedimentary (often as concretions). Pyrite is often found with quartz
and is called auriferous pyrite if there is gold present. It is also common with feldspar and mica
in granite pegmatites, calcite, and sphalerite and galena in hydrothermal veins. Pyrite is found
and sometimes confused with chalcopyrite, but pyrite is harder and lacks the chalcopyrite play
of colors from the oxidation of copper in its formula. Another mineral, limonite, can coat and
eventually replace pyrite, leaving the pyrite crystal structure as a ‘pseudomorph’ of the original
pyrite.
Another mineral, marcasite, has the same formula as pyrite but its different crystal system
and external features make it less stable, and it decays when exposed to air. Both minerals
replace (pyritize) shell or bone fossil, underwater, but when exposed in air, the marcasite fossil
rapidly turns to ‘dust,’ while the pyrite fossil survives.
The best locations in the USA to collect pyrite are Bingham, American Mine (Salt Lake County);
Park City (Summit County) in Utah; French Creek, Pennsylvania (Chester County); Leadville, Rico,
and Gilman, Colorado; Jerome, Arizona; and Sparta, Illinois (pyrite suns). Commercially, pyrite is
used to produce sulfuric acid, but its beauty and abundance in various crystal forms makes it a
sought-after collectible.
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Our meeting hours are:
1:00 PM for social gathering and potluck
The meeting begins at 1:30 PM.

Please contact Rick Olson or
Karen Dorsey if you know of any
places that would be great for our outings!

MONTH

MEETING

FIELD

TRIP

January

3

23

February

7

27

7
11

27
24

May

2

22

June

6

26

July

11 (picnic
In park)

24

March
April

July 9-10-11 — WMGMC Rock Show
at Country Court Event Hall
in Lakeside
August
1
21
September
5
25
October
3
23
November
7
20
December

5

None
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he March field trip is scheduled for Saturday, March 27.
We will be going to two sites in the Winkelman area.
We will meet at the parking area near Arby’s for departure at 8:00 AM. We will then drive
to Globe to meet Rick at McDonalds, and have another departure at 9:30 AM.
Our first stop will be to Dudleyville to collect calcite and Heulandite Crystals. After an hour
or so we will backtrack to Winkelman, stopping at the parking area just north of town along
Highway 77 to collect marine fossils in the limestone quarry. There are no restrictions on
vehicles.
WHAT TO BRING: Bring good walking shoes, a bag with wrapping paper, hat, sunscreen,
and snacks. Don’t forget your cell phone, but know that service can be sketchy in this area.
As protective measures are still in place, face masks and social distancing is recommended.
The club owns a few walkie-talkies; however, if you own any, please bring them for better
communication as we are traveling. If you don’t have a walkie-talkie, make sure we have your
cell number. For any questions, please call Trip Leader Rick Olson at 928-892-3481 or
Karen Dorsey at 928-536-2360.
Photo courtesy of Stan Arneklev

Museums and Minerals
By Karen Dorsey
On February 27 about 25 club members
showed up for a trip to Miami and
Laveen Canyon.
First, we went to the Miami Mining
Museum where we learned a great deal
from Tom, our wonderful guide.
Part of the museum was dedicated to
rocks and fossils from the area, and
most of the mines had a nice display of
material.

Another part of the museum contained
a huge exhibit of mining artifacts and
historical displays of the different
cultures of the Globe/Miami area. Tom
also showed us an amazing collection of
Poncho Villa’s guns and photos.
(Continued on next page)
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(Continued from Page 7)
We also saw many Native American artifacts and a great number of immigrant photos of the
miners and families who settled the area.

From there it was on to Laveen Canyon where a good time was had by all. When we all had a
good collection of Halloween Jasper, we then went to the Strawberry Marble site. The day
was just the right temperature and very lovely, the perfect setting for a good sociable day.
Thanks to all that came.

How would you like to rockhound at 6,000 feet, high in the Andes Mountains in Argentina,
where the only way in or out is by muleback, and the only sign of life are the graceful
condor birds flying high in the sky? Well, those are the only conditions under which you
would be able to find these beautiful agates. Needless to say, if you can find someone who
sells them, be prepared to put out some cash. But aren’t they gorgeous? Member Diane
Moten sent the information and link for these beautiful rocks:
http://www.sailorenergy.net/Minerals/DwarvesETAgatesEggsAmy.html

Photo
Courtesy of
Stan Arneklev
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White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club
PO Box 3504
Show Low, AZ 85902

Membership Application
Please Print and Complete Both Sections
Brass Name Badges_______($5.00 each)

NEW______

Date: _________________

RENEWAL________

Name(s): ___________________________________ Phone: ___________________
Address: ____________________________ City: __________________ Zip: _______

Type of Membership: Single ($20.00) ___________ Couple ($25.00) ___________
(NOTE: A $5 discount is available if receiving newsletter by E-mail)

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Type of Membership: Single ($20.00)___________ Couple: ($25.00)_____________
(NOTE: A $5 discount is available if receiving newsletter by E-mail)
Printed Name(s): ___________________________________________

Phone:___________________________

Spouse Phone:_______________________

Mailing Address: _______________________ City: ________________ Zip: ________
E-mail Address: _____________________________________________________

Spouse E-mail Address: _________________________________________________
Would you like to receive the club newsletter via E-mail?

Yes _____ No_____

Would you like to receive a hard copy by the U.S. mail?

Yes _____ No_____

List any Junior Members you would like to sponsor (No added fee):
1: _______________________________________________ Age: ____________
2: _______________________________________________ Age: ____________

Signature(s): _______________________________________ Date:__________
Seasonal members please list alternate address and months of residency:
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