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PRESIDENT’S LETTER
ebruary is considered the month of love and we are fortunate to have so many opportunities
to do what we love, playing in the dirt looking for mineral treasures with treasured friends.
It was wonderful seeing so many of you at our meeting, both longtime friends and new friends.
We have three new members this month. One new member, Mike, is really a former member from
the early days of our club. He is now retired and has more time to play.
Just a reminder, if you haven’t renewed your membership, please complete the form in the
newsletter and return it with your dues either via US mail or bring it to the next meeting. After
March, we will be updating the roster.
Thank you Rick Olson for taking charge of the silent auction and for your generous donation of
specimens this month. The auction was a big hit and we look forward to the months ahead.
Thanks also to long time member, Dee Budde. Dee donated specimens for the children’s activity
room at our show as well as other specimens for silent auctions and other club activities.
We still have a number of open positions on the Board. Please give these opportunities serious
consideration. We desperately need someone to head-up meeting room set up and tear down. We
also need presenters for our monthly programs. We all have knowledge and skills, so consider a
20-minute presentation. Let me know which month you would like to present.
Monthly trivia - Amethyst is the February birthstone. This purple stone is said to be incredibly
protective, healing, and purifying. It's claimed it can help rid the mind of negative thoughts and
bring forth humility, sincerity, and spiritual wisdom.
Have a safe and wonderful month.
Sandra

TREASURER’S REPORT

Expenses this Month:
1. Newsletter printing and postage
2. America One Storage space rent
3. VFW meeting room rental

Income this Month:
1. Seven family memberships
2. Eleven individual memberships
3. 50/50 Raffle
4. Member donations
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We meet the first Sunday of the month
(unless it falls on a holiday) at the VFW
Post 9907, 381 North Central Avenue in
Show Low. Turn north off the Deuce of
Clubs at Burger King. Social half hour at
1:00 pm, meeting starts at 1:30 pm .

Sandra Angelo

(928)537-3726

sandra_angelo@hotmail.com

SECRETARY

Hope Rubi

(928)228-8851

TREASURER

Carl Hickman

(928)536-3744

carlhickman8@earthlink.net

EDITOR

B.G. Hogarth

(928)532-3043

hogarths@citlink.net

Rick Olson

(928)251-0949

walkaround@earthlink.net

Karen Dorsey

(928)536-2360

Stan Arneklev

(480)213-4187

John Bustraan

(503)312-6429

VICE PRESIDENT
2ND VICE PRESIDENT

FIELD TRIPS

John Allen

Webmaster/Coalition Chair
Show Chairman

Aimee Webster
Carl Hickman

(602)503-8417
(928)536-3744

afwebster61@gmail.com
carlhickman8@earthlink.net

Assistant Show Chairman
Sunshine
Education, Schools
Greeter/Door Prizes/Raffle

Peggy Lancaster

(623)262-3859

Donna Pollard

(480)600-2714

tdpollard@msn.com

Thelma Gray/Diane Moton

Auctioneer
Highway Cleanup

Brookie/ Larry Embry

(928)537-0760

Sandra Angelo

(928)537-3726

Historian

Jeannie/Stan Arneklev

(480)213-4187
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Bonus Prizes

Meeting Room Setup/Cleanup

Pinetop/Lakeside: Peggy Lancaster

Show Low: Thelma Gray
Snowflake/Taylor: Stan/Jeannie Arneklev

Springerville/Eager: Rick Palmer

Heber/Overgaard: Aimee Webster
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he meeting was called to order at 1:38 PM by President Sandra Angelo. New members

Mike Sobaleski, Mike Sondalle and Juliana Tapia were welcomed, as well as visitors
Denise Nickles and Ethan Nickles.
Sandra extended thanks to members that brought some lovely pieces for Show and Tell, as
well as to Rick Olson for volunteering to manage the Silent Auction. His rock knowledge will

be so helpful. Diane Moten has volunteered to assist Thelma Gray as co-greeter.
Motion was made by Debbie Trimble and seconded by Rick Olson to accept the January
minutes. Motion was passed.

The Treasurer’s Report was given by President Sandra Angelo. She reminded those present
of the club’s need for a vice-president. Any volunteers should contact her. Another
position that must be filled is that of meeting room setup person. Debbie Trimble is unable
to continue. Anybody interested in volunteering should contact Debbie or Sandra.

Rick Olson and Karen Dorsey reported on the January fieldtrip. Stan Arneklev asked that
trip members please forward any photos to him for the history album.
Karen Dorsey gave details on the February outing to the Globe/Miami area. (See Page 8 in
Rock Talk for details.)
Sandra presented the finalized 2021 club budget. Motion to accept the budget was made
by Stan Arneklev, with a second by Thelma Gray. Motion was passed by majority vote.
Donna Pollard gave an informative presentation on the earth’s tectonic plates.
Afterwards, door prizes were won by Hope Rubi, Thelma Gray, and Darin Schwiner. Raffle
prizes were won by Carol Glick and Debbie Trimble. The 50/50 raffle prize of $50 was won
by Juliana Tapia.

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 3:55 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Hope Rubi, Secretary
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The Verde Valley group could not have their Show this year, but they did want us to know
about a super yard sale of rocks and minerals planned for this weekend. (Editor’s note: I hope
you all get this info in time!) The address is 11455 East Adams Lane, Cornville. The location is off
of Page Springs Road, across from Mel-Glo Estates. It is a single lane private dirt road, so be
cautious turning in and out. The Show runs from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM. Some of the vendors are:
Arizona Agate
Arizona Rocks
B C Rocks & Jewelry
And the famous Marty, the geode cracker.
(Choose one of Marty’s crystal geodes and watch as he cracks it in two for you!)

Do you have any ideas or locations you would like to see
on a field trip in 2021? Then please let us know

as we plan for this year

Our club has several volunteer positions open that must be filled! None of them are
difficult, and we will train you. Might you be interested in one? They are listed
below:
1. VICE PRESIDENT AND SECOND VICE PRESIDENT: The vice president
not only fills in for the president when necessary, but also plans and organizes the
programs for the monthly meetings. The second vice president fills in when needed
and also is occasionally available for outreach.
2. HISTORIAN: The historian maintains the club scrapbook. Jeannie
Arneklev has ably served in this position for many years and will gladly train you.
3. ASSISTANT SHOW CHAIR: This person helps Show Chairman Carl
Hickman with all aspects of planning, organizing, and setting up the club’s annual
show.
4. EDUCATION/SCHOOLS: Acts as liaison to school districts with mineral/
geological presentations.

5. VOLUNTEER AND HELPER FOR MEETING ROOM SETUP AND
TEARDOWN
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By
Donna L. Pollard

mithsonite is a carbonate of zinc with a formula ZnCO3. Smithsonite was named after
James Smithson, (1765-1829) who discovered it in 1802. He was a chemist and mineralogist
who founded the Smithsonian Institution. Another mineralogist, Francois Sulpice Beudant,
named the mineral in James’ honor in 1832.
Smithsonite is an allochromatic mineral, meaning that if pure, it would be white or colorless.

Smithsonite is usually combined with a minute amount of another mineral giving it various colors.
Copper, likely malachite, turns in blue or green. Bits of iron turns it brown. Cadmium turns it
bright yellow. A pink or purple Smithsonite would have cobalt or manganese in it.
Smithsonite has a hardness (H) of 5.5, a specific gravity (SG) of 4.3-4.5, making it feel almost
twice as heavy as a like-size piece of quartz. It also effervesces (releases carbon dioxide CO2)
in hydrochloric acid (HCl). Some Smithsonite fluoresces pink in ultra violet light.
Smithsonite has rhombohedral (three directional) cleavage, and trigonal/hexagonal crystal
structure. Most Smithsonite we would find is not crystal. It would be botryoidal (bubbly), or
shaped like small stalactites. It is often encrusted on other minerals. Smithsonite will often
have a covering of tiny crystals called druzy.
Smithsonite is associated with malachite, azurite, pyromorphite, hemimorphite, wulfenite, and

aurichalcite. It is so similar to hemimorphite, that the reaction to HCl by the Smithsonite is the
key to telling them apart.
The best locations for Smithsonite in the USA are the Kelly Mine (near Magdalena) Socorro
County, New Mexico; Yellville Arkansas; Tin Mountain Mine, Custer County South Dakota;

Mineral Point, Wisconsin; Granby, Missouri; and Leadville, Colorado.
A beautiful mineral, named for a brilliant man, it has been called other names over the years.
It has been known as Dry Bone Ore (pink color), Bomanite, Zinc Spar, Turkey Fat (yellow color),
and Calamine.
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BY

Carl Hickman
Dissolve epoxy resin (no hardener!) in acetone. I use Epoxy 330, which comes in a
two-part kit of one-half ounce of resin and one-half ounce of hardener. Discard the
hardener. Dissolve one tube of resin in 3.5 fluid ounces (100 cc) of acetone.
Once the resin is completely dissolved, place the rock in the solution and allow to
soak for two or three hours. Sometimes porous samples can soak overnight. If the
sample “drinks up” the solution or you see bubbles, you may need several treatments
to completely fill all the voids.

Remove the sample from the mixture and place on a piece of Saran Wrap to dry.
Allow several hours. The sample will be tacky to the touch after drying.
Place in an oven and heat to 125 degrees for one hour. I
suspend the sample across two toothpicks bridging two
pieces of floor tile. (See picture.) I use the “Keep Warm”
setting on the toaster oven that I use.
Increase the temperature to 400 to 450 degrees. Keep at this temperature for at
least an hour. I use an oven thermometer to confirm the setting of the oven. Some
resin will evaporate and collect on the oven surface, so use a dedicated and
disposable oven.
Allow to cool in the oven by turning it off.

Author’s note:

Thanks to Gretchen Trumbull for telling me about this
Jerry Foreman procedure.

February 2021

Rock Talk Newsletter

Page 7

Our meeting hours are:
1:00 PM for social gathering and potluck
The meeting begins at 1:30 PM.

Please contact Rick Palmer or
Karen Dorsey if you know of any
places that would be great for our outings!
MONTH

MEETING

FIELD
TRIP

January

3

23

February

7

27

7
11

27
24

May

2

22

June

6

26

July

No Meeting

24

March
April

July 9-10-11 — WMGMC Rock Show
at Country Court Event Hall
in Lakeside
August
1
21
September
5
25
October
3
23
November

7

20

December

5

None
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The February field trip is scheduled for Saturday, February 27. We will first tour a mining
museum in Miami, then head out to Laveen Wash (also known as Gerald Wash) to look for
Halloween Jasper, Strawberry Marble, hickoryite, and some serpentine.
We will meet at the parking area near Arby’s at 8:00 AM, leaving at 8:15 AM after everybody has signed in.
We will drive through Globe, turn right at the stoplight, and then stay on the main road.
When we get to Miami, we will drive almost to the end of town until we arrive at the old
high school, which is now a mining museum, on the right hand side of the road. We have
made arrangements to tour this museum. Bring money, as you may want to purchase some
books. MASKS ARE REQUIRED!
After the tour, we will backtrack through Miami, turning onto SR188, the road to Roosevelt
Lake and Laveen Wash. Because we will be traveling through a sand wash, high clearance
vehicles are recommended. If ride sharing, remember to help with gas!

WHAT TO BRING: Bring rock hammers, pry bars, gloves, buckets, eye protection, lunch,
snacks, sun screen, lawn or camp chairs (for social distancing) and lots of water. Don’t
forget your cell phone, but remember this area may be lacking cell service. The club owns a
few walkie-talkies; however, if you own any, please bring them for better communication as
we are traveling. If you don’t have a walkie-talkie, make sure we have your cell number. For
any questions, please call Trip Leader Rick Olson at 928-892-3481 or Karen Dorsey at
928-536-2360.

By Rick Olson
Our January field trip to Potts Canyon in Superior was
well attended by 19 adults and children plus five dogs.
It was an overcast day with cool temps, but spirits were
high. The canyon where collecting took place was narrow
and collecting was great once you walked 100 yards
from the parking area. Once everyone saw what we were
looking for it was easy to find chalcedony and geodes
with chalcedony. There were also caves to explore plus
an old perlite mine above the canyon. Sandra even found
a small Apache Tear.
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White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club
PO Box 3504
Show Low, AZ 85902

Membership Application
Please Print and Complete Both Sections
Brass Name Badges_______($5.00 each)

NEW______

Date: _________________

RENEWAL________

Name(s): ___________________________________ Phone: ___________________
Address: ____________________________ City: __________________ Zip: _______
Type of Membership: Single ($20.00) ___________ Couple ($25.00) ___________
(NOTE: A $5 discount is available if receiving newsletter by E-mail)

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Type of Membership: Single ($20.00)___________ Couple: ($25.00)_____________
(NOTE: A $5 discount is available if receiving newsletter by E-mail)
Printed Name(s): ___________________________________________
Phone:___________________________

Spouse Phone:_______________________

Mailing Address: _______________________ City: ________________ Zip: ________

E-mail Address: _____________________________________________________
Spouse E-mail Address: _________________________________________________
Would you like to receive the club newsletter via E-mail?

Yes _____ No_____

Would you like to receive a hard copy by the U.S. mail?

Yes _____ No_____

List any Junior Members you would like to sponsor (No added fee):
1: _______________________________________________ Age: ____________
2: _______________________________________________ Age: ____________
Signature(s): _______________________________________ Date:__________
Seasonal members please list alternate address and months of residency:
Address: ______________________City: __________________Zip: ___________
Months: ______________________________

Phone: ______________________
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