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very hot, but very productive meeting
on Sunday. Thanks to all who ventured
out in the heat. We welcomed several guests
and new members. Hello to Nicholas, Erica, and
Aria Grace Perez; Elliott Hendricks, John Allen,
Nanz Marshal, and Larry Legge.
The Board met on August 15 to address several
issues. The most concerning issue was the
budget. We need to make sure the budget is
balanced every year if we are to remain viable.
Earlier this year we voted to raise the dues by
$5. Individual memberships will be $20 and
family memberships will be $25. The Board
decided to offer an incentive. You will receive a
$5 discount if you decide to get your
“RockTalk” electronically!

Nominations will also come from the floor at
the October meeting.
Adopt a Highway National Cleanup Day is on
Saturday, September 19. We will meet in the
parking lot near the Show Low Arby’s at
9:00 AM and caravan to our clean-up mile. Good
planning, Brookie and Larry!
The October 4 meeting will be again held in the
Old Pavilion in Show Low City Park. Social time
begins at 1:00 PM and the meeting at 1:30 PM.
You may bring an item to “Show and Tell” if you
have something special you want to share. Our
program will be a member silent auction. Ten
dollars will get you half a picnic table for three
ten-minute rounds. You keep all the proceeds
from your sales.

Last but not least, don’t forget our Trunk or
Treat! Bring a bunch of rocks you are willing to
Nominations for the officers and volunteer
part with. Members will have the opportunity to
positions happen in October with the election in go from trunk to trunk and collect a sample.
November. Every position is open! Check out
See you at the highway clean-up, the field trip,
Page 2 in the newsletter. Think about what
and/or the October meeting. Be safe!
position may have your name on it. Another
change is that we will be accepting nominations Sandra Angelo
via email. If you want to nominate someone,
President
check with them first, then email your
nomination to the newsletter editor.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Expenses this Month:

Newsletter printing and postage
Donation to Apache Creek Youth & Deaf Ranch
Printing for board meeting

Income this Month:
None
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Our newsletter is published monthly by
the White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club,
Inc. Any information or comments
members wish to include in the monthly
newsletter must be given to the editor at
the general membership meeting or call
the editor no later than Tuesday
following the meeting.

Membership dues are $15 for a single
membership and $20 for a couple/family.
Dues are paid the first of January each
year along with a completed application
form. Memberships initiated in
November or later in a given year are
also good for the following year.

Page 2
We meet the first Sunday of the month
(unless it falls on a holiday) at the VFW
Post 9907, 381 North Central Avenue in
Show Low. Turn north off the Deuce of
Clubs at Burger King. Social half hour at
1:00 pm, meeting starts at 1:30 pm .

INTERIM PRESIDENT/
VICE PRESIDENT

Sandra Angelo

(928)537-3726

sandra_angelo@hotmail.com

2ND VICE PRESIDENT

Maureen Helm

(402)660-6149

mreenhelm@gmail.com

SECRETARY

Hope Rubi

(928)228-8851

TREASURER

Carl Hickman

(928)536-3744

carlhickman8@earthlink.net

EDITOR

B.G. Hogarth

(928)532-3043

hogarths@citlink.net

Rick Palmer

(928)245-3920

palmer57@frontiernet.net

Karen Dorsey

(928)536-2360

Stan Arneklev

(480)213-4187

John Bustraan

(503)312-6429

Suzanne Fern

(928)892-5236

Debbie Trimble

(928)892-5791

Aimee Webster

(602)503-8417

FIELD TRIPS

Webmaster/Coalition Chair
Show Chairman

Carl Hickman

(928)536-3744

afwebster61@gmail.com
carlhickman8@earthlink.net

Assistant Show Chairman
Sunshine

Peggy Lancaster

(623)262-3859

Donna Pollard

(480)600-2714

Bill/Linda Stalder

(928)368-4496

Brookie/ Larry Embry

(928)537-0760

Sandra Angelo

(928)537-3726

Historian

Jeannie/Stan Arneklev

(480)213-4187

Librarians

Yvonne Garrett/Thomas Castro

Education, Schools

Greeter/Door Prizes/Raffle

tdpollard@msn.com

Auctioneer
Highway Cleanup
Bonus Prizes

Meeting Room Setup/Cleanup

Debbie Trimble/Suzanne Fern

Pinetop/Lakeside: Peggy Lancaster

Show Low: Thelma Gray
Snowflake/Taylor: Stan/Jeannie Arneklev

Springerville/Eager: Rick Palmer

Heber/Overgaard: Aimee Webster
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he meeting was called to order by
President Sandra Angelo at 1:34 PM.
Guests were introduced, including Nicholas,
Erica, and Aria Grace Perez; Elliott Hendricks,
John Allen, Nanz Marshal and Larry Legge.
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Suzanne explained that the statutory agent
receives the legal papers, should the club be
sued for any reason.

After a motion submitted by Carl Hickman and
seconded by John Bustraan, it was agreed to
take a hiatus on the end-of-year prizes. The
club will have its member silent auctions and
A Show and Tell session has been added to club Trunk or Treat at the October meeting.
meetings. Carl Hickman displayed some nice
Rick Palmer gave an update on the closure of
specimens including a piece of Tiger’s Eye with the Dinosaur Museum in Springerville. Doug
a magnetic (ferrous layer). Ursula Wilson
Wolfe will keep us informed when they have a
shared a lovely necklace she made in her
new facility.
trademark angel, and Elliott Hendricks
Rick Palmer reported on the August field trip
showed and explained some fire agate and
to New Mexico. (See Page 7 in Rock Talk for
beautiful blue opals.
further information.) Karen Dorsey will be
The club’s monthly financial report was
leading a field trip on September 26. (See
presented by Treasurer Carl Hickman.
Page 6 in Rock Talk for further information.)
President Sandra Angelo brought members up Larry Legge described the door and raffle
to date on our board meeting, explaining that
prizes.
club finances needed to be reviewed and
reworked due to the lack of having a show this Rick Palmer gave an informative program on the
New Mexico Mineral Symposium.
year. Some changes include membership dues,
Chamber of Commerce memberships, as well as Door prize winners were Rick Palmer, Brookie
Rock and Gem Magazine library subscriptions. Embrey, Stan Arneklev and Nan Marshall. The
Moving forward, we always need to have a
50/50 winner of $36 was John Bustraan.
balanced budget.
Raffle prize winners were BG Hogarth, Bill
Volunteers are needed for two positions. One is Todd, and John Bustraan.
a manager for the silent auctions. The main
There being no further business to discuss, the
requirement for this position is the ability to
meeting was adjourned at 4:00 PM.
identify different specimens. Another position
is that of statutory agent. This position’s main Respectfully submitted,
requirement is that the person must receive
Hope Rubi, Secretary
their mail at their home address.
The Perez Family

Photos by
Stan Arneklev

John Allen is a U.S. Air Force veteran,
retired from TV station management; a
musician, silversmith, artist, in search of a
new life, hope, and place to live for him and
his dog Cinnamon in Show Low, or
surrounding White Mountains of Arizona.

The Perez Family is made up of Dad Nicholas,
Mom Erica, and daughter Aria Grace. They are
all Show Low natives. Dad is in IT at Summit
Health Care. Mom works at Linden Elementary
and is working on a teaching degree. Aria Grace
says her job is being in the second grade and
she likes to read.
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I have decided that my collection of rocks and fossils are getting overwhelming and so I am
having a sale at my house at White Mountain Lake on Saturday, September 12. The hours are
from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM. There will be slabbing material, fossils, rough specimens, crystals,
and rocks that glow with the use of UV lights. All sales are to be paid with cash.
The address is 8276 Tahoe Place, located three miles from the intersection of Rt. 77 and
White Mountain Lake Road. Follow this east to Silver Creek Blvd. The road curves to the
right. Follow this one block to Tahoe Place, which is only a left-hand turn. The house is the
third one on the left. Look for the "Watch For Rocks" sign.
Any further questions please call 928-251-0949. Hope to see you.
DON’T FORGET — HIGHWAY CLEANUP—the club’s semi-annual highway cleanup on SR77 is
scheduled for Saturday, September 19. The group cannot consist of more than ten people. The
group will meet at Arby's at 9:00 AM, leaving at 9:15. Vests and pickup bags are provided. Don’t
wear sandals. Bring water if you want, and Brookie will bring some as well.
DON’T FORGET — A MEMBERS’ SILENT AUCTION will fill the slot of the program for
the October meeting. This is how it will work: bring some of your best specimens that you are
willing to auction off. Ten dollars will get you half a picnic table for three ten-minute rounds.
You keep all the proceeds from your sales.
Some lovely watches have been donated to the
club by Leslie Koury through her friend and club
member Sandy Callender. Ms Koury was an active
rockhound who widely made the rounds of all the
shows that came along, and has decided to slow
down in recent years. She came to one of our
meetings and decided that our club would be the
perfect recipient of these watches that she had on hand. Look for them in the Silent Auction
section!
Take note that with Rose and Steve moving out of state, several offices remain vacant. They
both did so much for the club. Primarily, Vice President Sandra is now filling both positions of
President and Vice President. Other open positions include Assistant Show Chair, Auctioneer,
and someone to fill the post for Rock of the Month. (Maureen Helm is moving to New Mexico.)
Also, as editor, I could always depend upon Rose for interesting articles and ideas pertaining to
rockhounds for Rock Talk. So now I am calling upon you members for ideas, articles, or anything
you think might be of interest. Don’t limit your contributions to rocks. It could be anything;
fossils, interesting historical notes, or a report on a Show you attended.
Use your imagination!
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(These two specimens are
from the Ray Mines down
by Kearny.)

By Maureen Helm

hrysocolla is a common mineral in
Arizona. Its vibrant blue and green
hues, which are often brighter and more
intense than other copper-based minerals,
makes it a favorite among collectors. Its
name came from the mineral being used as a
gold soldering agent. This term was eventually
generically placed on any greenish-blue copper
bearing mineral. Chrysocolla is often confused
with turquoise but can be easily distinguished
in two ways.
First, turquoise has a Mohs hardness of 6,
while Chrysocolla is much softer with a Mohs
hardness of 2-4. The second distinguishing,
unique, and fun feature is that if touched to
your tongue, Chrysocolla will stick, since it is a
“dried out” mineral. Due to this characteristic,
the mineral should never be wetted or washed
in water, because it may dry up even more, and
crack and crumble. Quartz that has been
colored green or blue by chrysocolla is known
as “gem chrysocolla” and is much harder,
testing at 7 on the Mohs scale.
Chrysocolla is a silicate mineral of hydrated
copper silicate, formed as a product of decomposition of copper minerals, especially in arid
regions.

Structurally, it has a
complex formula Cu2−xAlx
(H2−xSi2O5)(OH)4·nH2O (x<1) or (Cu,Al)
2H2Si2O5(OH)4·nH2O. Spectrographic
studies suggest minerals identified as
chrysocolla may, in fact, be a mixture of the
rare copper hydroxide, spertiniite, and
chalcedony.

he mineral is microcrystalline in form,
occurring as crusts or masses in the
upper parts of copper ore veins where the
copper minerals have been altered by water
containing dissolved silica. Formed in oxidation
zones of copper ore bodies, it is a minor ore
for copper. It can be found both as large
specimens, or botryoidal (grape-like) clusters
found in vesicles (cavities) or veins in other
rock formations. It can be found in any size,
but generally is no larger than a golf ball.
Common locations to find chrysocolla are mine
dumps, desert, and mountain areas.
Areas where it can be found in Arizona are
south of Prescott, and in mine dumps near the
Bradshaw and Santa Rita Mountains southeast
of Tucson. Basically, Chrysocolla can be found
anywhere that copper mine dumps are located
and there are many throughout our State!
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MEETING PLACE AND TIME: We will meet at the parking lot of
The Three Bears Restaurant in Heber on Highway 260. We will
meet at 8:00 AM, leaving at 8:15. Please park by the far side of
the restaurant by the sign so that we won’t block their parking
lot.
GENERAL ITINERARY: We will be traveling towards Payson on Highway 260 until we get to a
dirt road about five miles this side of Star Valley close to the elk crossing. We then follow the
power lines to Agate Mountain, a distance of about eight miles.
VEHICLE REQUIRED: THIS IS A VERY BAD ROAD! It will definitely require high clearance
and possibly four-wheel drive. Consider ride sharing and help out with money for gas.
WHAT WE ARE COLLECTING: A patchwork of agate, crystals, jasper, and fluorite, which
polishes up beautifully!
WHAT TO BRING: It might be hot, so prepare accordingly. Bring rock hammers, pry bars,
gloves, buckets, eye protection, lunch, snacks, sun screen, lawn or camp chairs (for social
distancing) and lots of water. Don’t forget your cell phone, but remember this area may be
lacking cell service. The club owns a few walkie-talkies; however, if you own any, please bring
them for better communication during the traveling. If you don’t have a walkie-talkie, make sure
we have your cell number. (Don’t forget to cover up your holes!) For any questions, please call
Trip Leader Karen Dorsey at 928-536-2360 or cell phone no. 480-745-5061.

Once again, we will have our version
of trunk or treat! For rockhounds, collecting
“treats” generally means going to outings to various
places to collect treasures.

Most of us have a tendency to take home more than we can use,
resulting in rock piles all over our yards, garages, and inside our
homes. Here is the plan:
For our October 4 meeting, bring your excess rocks in boxes
and buckets, but leave them in your vehicle. After the meeting
adjourns, we will go out to the parking lot where trunks will
open for everyone to take some else’s treasures home. Please
do not bring rocks to sell. Trades are permitted. Only bring
rocks that you have no problem giving away to a good home.
Those of you wanting to take free rocks home, bring your own
empty buckets. And have fun!
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For the August field trip, the club went to an old favorite: Turkey Flat at the
top of Lee Russell Canyon. After the meet-up at the Western Drug parking lot,
27 club members made it out to the Apache Creek Youth Camp, and then up to
the top of the canyon. We had along with us some visitors from Payson who had
never been rockhounding in that location. Our club members had a great time
showing them around and helping them to find specimens. Everybody seemed to
find their quotas of banded agates, crystals, and chalcedony.

As we were leaving, we ran into some rain, but it stopped by the time we got to
the bottom. And then some excitement—along the way, club members came
across a road accident. A family in a truck had run off the road, into a rock
embankment, and into a tree. With no cell service in the area, Sandra and
Debbie stayed with the family members (who all seemed to be OK) while others
went looking for rescue.
Looking forward to seeing you next month!
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