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PRESIDENT’S LETTER
Malcolm and Carol Glick. “Just to let you know
my brother, Willard L. Hunt has passed away.
t was so wonderful seeing everyone on

He joined the club earlier this year.” I recall

Sunday. Thank you for participating in the three of them sitting at a back table to the

my “meet in the park” experiment. There were

right of the door. Willard was very congenial.

many favorable responses. I am looking forward I am sorry we didn’t get to know him better.
to the next two months out in the fresh air.
By fall we will hopefully have a better sense of
whether the pandemic is settling down and how
we are going to continue with our Club. We are
not looking at the ‘new normal’ but rather
looking for ways to continue with our life amid
life challenges.

Thanks to Karen and Rick for resuming the
field trips. It is so wonderful to be out playing

in the dirt. It sounds like they have some fun
outings planned. There is a change in location
this month. It was determined that Agate
Mountain would be a little too warm. Instead we

will be going to Lee Russell Canyon by the deaf

One of the things I really appreciate about our camp. Details are later in this Rock Talk.
club is how much we like and care for one
another. Two of our members are very ill.

Sandy Callender and Peggy Lancaster would
appreciate hearing from you. Because of
privacy concerns, we cannot publish their
addresses in the newsletter, but you can find

the information on the roster in “members” on
our website. Send them a note or card letting
them know you have them in your thoughts.
Another bit of sad news came in an email from

In October we will prepare the slate for
elections in November. Check out page two as
to the positions available. New people are
always appreciated. And don’t forget to mark
your calendar for the highway clean-up on
September 19. Thanks for a terrific meeting!
Welcome Back!
Sandra Angelo
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Our newsletter is published monthly by
the White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club,
Inc. Any information or comments
members wish to include in the monthly
newsletter must be given to the editor at
the general membership meeting or call
the editor no later than Tuesday
following the meeting.

Membership dues are $15 for a single
membership and $20 for a couple/family.
Dues are paid the first of January each
year along with a completed application
form. Memberships initiated in
November or later in a given year are
also good for the following year.

Page 2
We meet the first Sunday of the month
(unless it falls on a holiday) at the VFW
Post 9907, 381 North Central Avenue in
Show Low. Turn north off the Deuce of
Clubs at Burger King. Social half hour at
1:00 pm, meeting starts at 1:30 pm .

INTERIM PRESIDENT/
VICE PRESIDENT

Sandra Angelo

(928)537-3726

sandra_angelo@hotmail.com

2ND VICE PRESIDENT

Maureen Helm

(402)660-6149

mreenhelm@gmail.com

SECRETARY

Hope Rubi

(928)228-8851

TREASURER

Carl Hickman

(928)536-3744

carlhickman8@earthlink.net

EDITOR

B.G. Hogarth

(928)532-3043

hogarths@citlink.net

Rick Palmer

(928)245-3920

palmer57@frontiernet.net

Karen Dorsey

(928)536-2360

Stan Arneklev

(480)213-4187

John Bustraan

(503)312-6429

Suzanne Fern

(928)892-5236

Debbie Trimble

(928)892-5791

Aimee Webster

(602)503-8417

FIELD TRIPS

Webmaster/Coalition Chair
Show Chairman

Carl Hickman

(928)536-3744

afwebster61@gmail.com
carlhickman8@earthlink.net

Assistant Show Chairman
Sunshine

Peggy Lancaster

(623)262-3859

Donna Pollard

(480)600-2714

Bill/Linda Stalder

(928)368-4496

Brookie/ Larry Embry

(928)537-0760

Sandra Angelo

(928)537-3726

Historian

Jeannie/Stan Arneklev

(480)213-4187

Librarians

Yvonne Garrett/Thomas Castro

Education, Schools

Greeter/Door Prizes/Raffle

tdpollard@msn.com

Auctioneer
Highway Cleanup
Bonus Prizes

Meeting Room Setup/Cleanup

Debbie Trimble/Suzanne Fern

Pinetop/Lakeside: Peggy Lancaster

Show Low: Thelma Gray
Snowflake/Taylor: Stan/Jeannie Arneklev

Springerville/Eager: Rick Palmer

Heber/Overgaard: Aimee Webster
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T

her front yard with new trees and artistic
arrangements of yard rocks. Sandy is undergohe White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club ing treatment at Summit and is getting
held the August meeting in the Show
emotional and practical support from family,
Low City Park, the first meeting since friends, and beloved three cats, Guy, Pippa, and
March.
Simon. Her address is on the membership list,
The meeting was opened by Interim President which is on the club’s website.
Sandra Angelo at 1:30 PM. There were 28
Our Sunshine Chair, Peggy Lancaster, who
members present and one visitor.
sends get-well cards to members, needs some
Treasurer Carl Hickman presented the financial “sunshine” for herself. She is experiencing
report. Expenses included the newsletter, dues some serious spine problems. She can have
to the Pinetop/Lakeside Chamber of Commerce, phone calls and visitors. And don’t forget to
send a card! Her phone number is on Page 2 of
website hosting fees, and labels for the kids’
Rock Talk and address is on the membership
cartons for the 2021 Show. Income included
list
dues from two new members and a donation
from Arizona Agate. The Board will meet soon Karen Dorsey reported on August’s club trip to
to outline a budget. Finances are low due to the Agate Mountain. (Editor’s Note: The location
inability to have our annual Show.
of this trip was changed after the meeting.
See Page 6 of Rock Talk for information.)
Sandra urged everybody to remember to
donate to nonprofits of their choice, as all are
suffering due to lockdowns.

Karen also went into details of field trips
planned for the rest of the year.

In her dual role as Vice President, Sandra
reported that there would be no speaker this
month, as we all need time to catch up with one
another. Rick and Karen brought specimens
from the July fieldtrip for all to look at.
Others have brought samples as well, so the
program today will be show and tell. There will
be no auction, drawings, etc.

Brookie Embry announced that the club’s semiannual highway cleanup on SR77 is scheduled
for Saturday, September 19. The group cannot
consist of more than ten people. The group will
meet at Arby's at 9:00 AM, leaving at 9:15.
Vests and pickup bags are provided. Don’t wear
sandals. Bring water if you want, and she will
bring some as well.

It was decided to continue conducting the
September and October meetings in the city
park. The club might possibly be able to return
to the VFW Hall in November.

The September 6 meeting is on Labor Day
weekend, but it was decided to meet at the
park anyway. Members were urged to bring a
lunch and Sandra will provide water. There will
be door prizes, but no silent auctions yet.

Rock Talk Editor B.G. Hogarth described the
“Just So’s You Know” section of the newsletter.
This is an arena for members to share items of
interest with others. She also urged those who
might have something to sell or who might be
looking for a certain specimen or piece of
equipment to contact her at the e-mail address
in the officers’ information section on Page 2.
Suzanne Fern mentioned that we have two
members who are “under the weather,” and
would appreciate outreach by the club. Sandy
Callender (our 2019 Christmas Elf) is coping
with a recurrence of the cancer that was
treated last year. She just finished landscaping

Sandra reminded everybody that elections for
club officers are held in November, with nominations made at the October meeting. She
urged members to consider the offices and
think on any that they might like to fill.
She also asked members to consider having the
annual “Trunk or Treat” event for the October
meeting.
There being no more business to discuss, the
meeting was adjourned at 2:20 PM.
Respectfully submitted,
B.G. Hogarth, Acting Secretary
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A message from Jodi Brewster, RMFMS AZ/NV State Director: Just wanted to let you all
know the Rimstone (Payson) Rock & Gem show in September has been cancelled. For further
information please go to their website https://www.rimstonesrockclub.org/annual-rimstones-

rock-club-gem-mineral-show/
I (your editor) did some research to discover any upcoming Shows. Here are my findings:
1. Mingus Gem & Mineral Club (Clarkdale) has a Show advertised for September 25-27.
However, their web page doesn’t display the show, and states they are having no meetings
until some time in September. Their website: http://mingusgem.club/index.html
2. West Valley Rock & Mineral Club (Buckeye) has a Show advertised for October 9-11.
Their website indicates that the club is still having meetings, and the information on the
Show indicates no mention of being cancelled. Their website:
http://www.westvalleyrockandmineralclub.com/
3. Huachuca Mineral and Gem Club (Sierra Vista) has a show advertised for October 10-11

(same weekend as Buckeye). It seems their monthly meetings are still up and running, and
information about their Show remains on their webpage:
http://www.huachucamineralandgemclub.info/

At our meeting, Rick Olson mentioned a stand that is open on weekends on SR77 south of
town where one can choose from a wide variety of rocks, jewelry, and other items for sale.
He says they have some awesome material.

Take note that with Rose and Steve moving out of state, several offices remain vacant. They
both did so much for the club. Primarily, Vice President Sandra is now filling both positions of
President and Vice President. Other open positions include Assistant Show Chair and

Auctioneer. Also, as editor, I could always depend upon Rose for interesting articles and ideas
pertaining to rockhounds for Rock Talk. So now I am calling upon you members for ideas,
articles, or anything you think might be of interest. Don’t limit your contributions to rocks. It
could be anything; fossils, interesting historical notes, or a report on a Show you attended.
Use your imagination!
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By Maureen Helm

T

he word “concretion” is derived from
the Latin words “con” meaning
“together” and “crescere” meaning “to
grow”. Concretions appear as unusually round
(or possibly disk shaped), hard balls of rock
ranging in color from black and brown to tan
and red with a lighter inner core and with a
darker outer casing. They were formed by the
precipitation of mineral cement collecting
around a central core, (usually something
organic such as a plant) but at other times
forming around another mineral such as sandstone or limestone. They are commonly formed
of a carbonate such as calcite, but also can be
an iron oxide or hydroxide like goethite. Some
are formed from sedimentary minerals such as
dolomite, ankerite, siderite, pyrite, barite, and
gypsum, to name a few. Concretions formed in
the early burial history of the sediment
before the rest of the sediment hardened, so
they are more resistant to erosion than their
host sediment.

In areas of the world, such as Bowling Ball
Beach in Mendocino County California, Torysh,
Western Kazakhstan, the Badlands of North
Dakota, and the Moeraki Boulders on Kohekohe
Beach, New Zealand,
concretions can be
quite large. The near
perfect circular
shape of the Moeraki
Boulders has amazed
and perplexed geologists and scientist
for years, and even
today they cannot
agree upon the cause.

G

lobally, there are many sizes and kinds
of concretions, but they were all generally formed in the same manner with
slight differences in mineral composition.
In the Southwest region of the United States,
Moqui Marbles are the most well-known. Moqui
Marbles are typically associated with Utah but
can also be found in the northeast corner of
Arizona. Most Moqui Marbles are pea- to softball sized and, although uncommon and considered collectible, they are not of great value
unless they have a unique shape. They were
formed when solutions of iron seeped through
sandstone or mudstone, so they are generally
associated with these sedimentary layers.
As an aside, Moqui Marbles (or Moqui Balls, as
they are sometimes called,) have been used for
centuries by Shamans and other mystics—
considered sacred among the Shamanic
members of ancient tribes. They were used in
rituals to contact extra-terrestrials, for
visioning and for out-of-body journeys. We will
leave it up to the reader as to the reliability
of this use!

They come in male and female
components as well.
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MEETING PLACE AND TIME: We will meet in Springerville at
the Western Drug/McDonald’s parking lot at 8:00 AM for sign-in
and leave at 8:15. Please have your car gassed up and ready to go.
GENERAL ITINERARY: We will be travelling to Reserve, NM into Lee Russell Canyon by way of
the Deaf Camp. We will not be stopping anywhere for breaks.
VEHICLE REQUIRED: High clearance is recommended. Ride sharing will be available at Springerville. If ride sharing, please consider a friendly donation to your host for the cost of gas.
WHAT WE ARE COLLECTING: Crystals, banded agate, and chalcedony straws.
WHAT TO BRING: Rock hammers, pry bars, gloves, buckets, eye protection, lunch, snacks, sun
screen, lawn or camp chairs (for social distancing) and lots of water. Don’t forget your cell
phone, but remember this area may be lacking cell service. The club owns a few walkie-talkies;
however, if you own any, please bring them for better communication during the traveling. If you
don’t have a walkie-talkie, make sure we have your cell number. (Don’t forget to cover up your
holes!) For any questions, please call Trip Leader Karen Dorsey at 928-536-2360 or cell phone
no. 480-745-5061.

Photo Courtesy
Of
Stan Arneklev
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By
Rick Palmer

O
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Photos By
Stan Arneklev

n July 25 we had 19 brave souls who traveled out to the club’s old claims. Muddy
though it was, we split into two groups. I took one group to the lower end, and

Karen led a group to the higher end. Although the weather was cool and damp, we forced on,
looking for crystals and agates. I found a couple of crystals and a surprise. All of us seemed

to find some really lovely specimens. Everybody had a great time, and it was so good for all of
us to be together again!
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