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VICE-PRESIDENT’S LETTER
We made it through January, always a hurtle as we recover from the holidays. And of course
Punxsutawney Phil did not see his shadow so we can expect an early spring. Rose and Steve were
celebrating the life of Rose’s remarkable mother, Margarita Flores. It is apparent that the
apple did not fall far from the tree. https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/el-paso-tx/
margarita-flores-9013450.
If you are passionate about something related to our club, think about sharing during the
education portion of our program. Jimbo and Sandy Jacobs, despite recovering from a serious
car accident, continued his program from last May about gold bearing minerals. They also gave a
dowsing demonstration that was pretty amazing. And Marta proved she is a bundle of energy ;-).
Five people are needed for the months of May, June, September, October, and November.

Pick your month and give me a call [928.537.3726] or send an email sandra_angelo@hotmail.com].
Thanks in advance for sharing “you.”
Welcome to our new members and welcome back to our continuing members. Looking forward
to a fun filled year.
(Editor’s Note: After this edition of Rock Talk was assembled, a mailed-in new member
application from Karla Salyer was discovered. So let’s all welcome Karla to the club! Also in the
mailbag were seven new contracts for our July Show.)
Sandra Angelo, Vice President.
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Our newsletter is published monthly by
the White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club,
Inc. Any information or comments
members wish to include in the monthly
newsletter must be given to the editor at
the general membership meeting or call
the editor no later than Tuesday
following the meeting.

PRESIDENT

Membership dues are $15 for a single
membership and $20 for a couple/family.
Dues are paid the first of January each
year along with a completed application
form. Memberships initiated in
November or later in a given year are
also good for the following year.
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We meet the first Sunday of the month
(unless it falls on a holiday) at the VFW
Post 9907, 381 North Central Avenue in
Show Low. Turn north off the Deuce of
Clubs at Burger King. Social half hour at
1:00 pm, meeting starts at 1:30 pm.
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The meeting was called to order by
Vice President Sandra Angelo at 1:35 PM.
Sandra introduced and welcomed new
members Lisa Poste and Darren Schwiner.
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After a short break, Jim Jacobs gave an
excellent presentation on finding and
identifying gold. He is holding classes in
Morristown for the next five weekends.
Those interested in the class can contact him.

Motion was made by Bill Stalder to accept the
January meeting minutes, with a second by
Members were reminded of the Gold Rush
Hope Rubi.
Days in Wickenburg slated for February 14
to 16.
Carl Hickman gave the treasurers report and
said that 27 vendors have registered for our Raffle prize winners were as follows:
show. Members were reminded that articles
Malcolm Glick won $53 on the 50/50 prize.
for the newsletter should be sent to B.G.
Hogarth by Tuesday, February 4.
Door prizes were won by Felicity DeWitt,
Bonnie Adams, and Diane Moten.
Sandra Angelo reminded members to include
their name in the club’s book if participating
in any outside activity that promotes the club. Raffle prizes were won by Debbie Trimble,
Dave Adams, and Lisa Poste.
Rick Palmer reported on the January field trip
There being no further business to discuss,
to find Apache Tears near the Silver King
the meeting was adjourned at 3:15 PM.
mine. Epidote and garnet were some of the
treasures found. (See Page 6 for information.)
Karen Dorsey said the February 22 field trip Respectfully submitted by:
will be to Rye in a search for Fish Eye Agate, Hope Rubi
calcite, and gold. (See Page 6 in Rock Talk for Secretary
information.)

Darren Schwiner and
Lisa Poste

Lila Dorsey came
with
Momma
Karen, and
wanted to
take part as
well. Who
could say
“no” to such
a sweet
face?
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By Maureen Helm
Anthill Pyrope Garnets are unique due to how they are mined. They are brought to the surface
by ants and can be found on and around the edges of anthills. Ants haul the small gemstones to
the surface while excavating their network of tunnels and then rain and wind move them down
the anthill where they can accumulate in large numbers. Their striking ruby color and luster
can contrast sharply with the surrounding soil, making them easy for collectors to spot. Anthill
garnets have a rich red hue described as ruby red with purple to orange highlights and they
range from 7—7.5 on the Mohs Scale.
Although garnet is a generic term for a group of gemstones, this family can be partitioned
into two main groups. The first includes pyrope, almandine, and spessartine, which contain
aluminum as their second element. The other group includes uvarovite, grossular, and
andradite, which has calcium as their second element. Members of each group are often found
together, but it is very rare to find a mixture between these two groups. Their chemical
composition is X3Y2(SiO4)3. In this composition, X is unique and replaceable. It can be Ca,
Mg, Fe2+ or Mn2+, and “Y” can be Al, Fe3+, Mn3+, V3+ or Cr3+. The gemstones are used by
geologists to determine the temperature and pressure in which the garnet-bearing rock was
formed.
The typical anthill garnet is small, weighing less than one carat when cut into cabochons or
faceted stones. The ants generally mine around the larger stones, only bringing the smaller
ones to the surface to discard. The larger stones have a darker, almost black appearance,
since less light passes through. Not only are the smaller stones more desirable, due to how
well they exhibit their brilliant red color, but also the novelty of their origin adds to their
appeal and increases their value and popularity.
The word “pyrope” comes from the combination of two ancient Greek words, “pur,” meaning
“fire,” and “ōps,” meaning “eye.” The word “garnet” comes from the Latin word “granatus,”
which means “seed-like,” as they are usually found as small, rounded crystals embedded in
other rock. They are typically found in metamorphic rock but can also be associate with
igneous rock. Many of these mineral deposits are located on Navajo Nation land near the
Four Corners region of Arizona. It is for this reason that they are not mined commercially,
but instead are collected and sold exclusively by the Native American residents.

Other types of garnets can be found in the Stanley Butte and Comb Ridge area of Arizona,
but these are also on reservations where permission is needed to collect.
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Help Wanted!
Long time Club Historians Stan and Jeannie Arneklev would like someone to take over
the “job” of recording all club activities in our scrapbooks. They are available to
answer any questions you may have about the job. It is helpful if you are able to
attend most meetings to take photos to send to our editor, as well as attendance at
most outings if possible. Please contact them or Rose if you are interested. This
function is most important to our club. Although Stan and Jeannie have held this job
for many, many years, it’s time to give them a needed break. Please volunteer to help!

STEM FAIR
It is our custom to provide a few judges to the Regional STEM Fair each year. This
year the judging of submissions will take place on Saturday, March 7, at the NPC
Performing Arts Center in Snowflake beginning at 10:00 AM. Lunch will be provided
to all judges. We have also been asked to “man” (two or three people) a booth (one
table and during the judging) with specimens and information to promote our club. If
you are interested in helping out by judging, manning the booth, or need additional
info, please call Rose (928-537-2195) by February 19. Participation in either one of
these will be much appreciated and your name will be added to the year-end prizes
book.

It’s the Time of Year to Renew Membership!
See Page 9 for the Membership Renewal Form!
Your completed form can be mailed in, or brought to a meeting.
For those new members joining in October, November, or December of 2019, you
don’t need to renew your membership in January, as your membership is good
through December 2020.

March Meeting
Our next meeting is March 1. For those whose last names
begin with I-Z (Or any of you who are great cooks)
Please bring snacks and remember cleanup duties.

Program for March Meeting
For our March meeting, Maureen Helm and Roy Alisoglu will give a presentation on
the amazing geology they discovered on their recent seven-months journey through
twelve states. This promises to be quite a show, so be sure to come to the meeting!
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MEETING PLACE AND TIME: We will meet at the Three
Bears Restaurant in Heber at 9:00 AM. After sign-up and photo
taking, we will leave at 9:15 AM.
GENERAL ITINERARY: We will be traveling to Rye, going through Payson, and turning left at
the four-way light in Payson. In Rye, we will turn right on the dirt road and going up the creek to
the Mazatzal Mountains.
VEHICLE REQUIRED: High clearance, as we will be driving back and forth across the creek.
WHAT WE ARE COLLECTING: Jasper, fossils, Fish Eye Agate, and some gold.
WHAT TO BRING: BRING YOUR METAL DETECTORS!! Rock hammers, pry bars, gloves,
buckets, eye protection, lunch, snacks, sun screen, and lots of water. Don’t forget your cell
phone. The club owns a few walkie-talkies; however, if you own any, please bring them for better
communication during the caravanning. If you don’t have walkie-talkie, make sure we have your
cell number. (Don’t forget to cover up your holes!) For any questions, please call Trip Leader
Karen Dorsey at 928-536-2360 or cell phone no. 480-745-5061

By Rick Palmer
On January 25 our mystery field trip found us first in the Superior area
searching for Apache Tears, and then over to the area by the Silver King
Mine in a quest for epidote.
We were first searching not far from the Apache Tears Cave. We found a
few pieces, but many more were discovered about 300 yards up a steep hill
that made for some difficult walking or driving.
Then it was on to the Silver
King area. The search for
epidote was made much easier
as the vegetation had not had
a chance to grow up around it.
The weather was beautiful, and
everybody seemed pleased with
their collections of treasures.
Thanks to all who came out to
make it a great day!
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JANUARY 30-FEBRUARY 10—TUCSON, ARIZONA: Wholesale and retail show; JOGS
Tucson Gem & Jewelry Show; Tucson Expo Center, 3750 E. Irvington Road; daily 10-6;
Registered businesses free admission, adults $20, no admittance for children under age
14; exhibitors from more than 26 countries offering minerals, specimens, raw/rough
material, crystals, gemstones, jewelry, gemstone décor, beads, cabochons, findings, and
tools; contact Yelena Masenko, (213) 629-30; Email: info@jogsshow.com;
Website: https://jogsshow.com/
FEBRUARY 28-MARCH 1—CLARKDALE, ARIZONA: Show; Mingus Gem & Mineral Club;
Clark Memorial Clubhouse Auditorium, 19 N. Ninth Street; Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4;
free admission; semi-annual spring show featuring dealers selling agates, fossils, gems,
beads, cabochons, crystals, geodes, rock slabs, and jewelry; wire-wrapping and geodesplitting demonstrations; mineral specimen identification, displays, and activities for
children; contact Bill Hedglin, (928) 634-0269; Email: billkarin3@q.com;
Website: www.mingusgem.club
FEBRUARY 29-MARCH 1—MESA, ARIZONA: Annual show; Apache Junction Rock and
Gem Club; Skyline High School, 845 S. Crismon Rd; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4; Adults $3,
students with ID $1, free admission for children under 12; dealers selling rocks, gems,
jewelry, fossils, minerals, jewelry supplies, rare and unusual crystals, demonstrations,
exhibits, and activities for children; contact Tom Mortensen, (480) 620-8178; Email:
Tmorteno75@hotmail.com; Website: https://www.ajrockclub.com/
MARCH 12-15—DEMING, NEW MEXICO: Show and sale; The Deming Gem & Mineral
Society, Inc.; SW New Mexico Fairgrounds, 4200 Raymond Reed Blvd; daily 9-5;
admission is free; 55th annual Rockhound Roundup, guided field trips, vendors offering
jewelry, gemstones, equipment, demonstrations, activities for children; contact Marilyn
Page, P.O. Box 1459, Deming, NM 88031, (575) 544-9019; Email: thedgms@gmail.com;
Website: www.thedgmsclub
MARCH 13-15—COTTONWOOD, ARIZONA: Annual show; Karmic Beads and Gems;
Verde Valley Fairgrounds, 800 E. Cherry St.; Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-4; free
admission, bring a pet related item; food, toys, beds to donate to the animal shelter and
receive a free raffle ticket; More than 15 vendors offering gems, jewelry, lapidary,
beads, activities for children; contact Jennifer Mecias, 619-261-8765;
Email: karmicbeadsandgems@yahoo.com; Website: https://www.facebook.com/
events/549692335603373
MARCH 21-22—ANTHEM, ARIZONA: Annual show; Daisy Mountain Rock and Mineral
Club; The Anthem School, 41020 N. Freedom Way; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9:30-4; Adults: $4,
seniors and children over 12: $3, free admission for children under 12; rocks, jewelry,
fluorescents, geodes, mineral identification, activities for children; contact
Ed Winbourne, 34807, 32nd Drive, Phoenix, AZ 85086, (978) 460-1528;
Email: ewinbourne@gmail.com; Website: dmrmc.com

February 2020

Rock Talk Newsletter

1.

B

2.

H

3.

M

Page 8

lack petrified wood, when polished, has no resemblance to wood at
all. It looks like a plain black polished stone. The beautiful grain
structure can be highlighted by bleaching it.

Soak the cut and sanded pieces in household bleach for two to four
weeks, replenishing the solutions when needed. When the desired grain
contrast has been obtained, remove the pieces and polish. Some extremely interesting
pieces can be obtained by this method.
ave you ever acquired some samples of jade, and wondered if you
have the “real thing?” Here’s how to find out. When cutting the
samples, the water should turn milky. The more milky the water, the
better the grade. If the water is not milky, you have something
that is NOT jade!
ontana Agate — so beautiful when fashioned into jewelry, but so
difficult to figure out the sawing process if one is not familiar
with it. So here is the inside story on the process.

Most Montana nodules are found in two shapes; flat and slightly
curving, or round and elongated. Nearly all of this material is cracked, as it
has rolled hundreds of miles down turbulent streams. Take this into consideration when
sawing to get the largest slab free from fractures.
First, look into the rocks with a strong light to determine which way the moss or banding
layers lie. Light cuts can be taken off an end or a side at right angles to the layers that
will then reveal whether you should slab from end to end or side to side. Those who are
used to sawing thundereggs get used to sawing each nodule through the center to expose
the pattern. While this method works well with nodules, it cannot be used to best
advantage with Montana material. The best sprays will be ruined because the largest and
best ones usually lie to the center. Sawing across them will render them valueless.

Only a very few specimens carry fine large sprays, so do not be disappointed if the first
few do not have them. About the time you are ready to give up, one of the poorest looking
pieces may have the fine spray for which you are looking.
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