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PRESIDENT’S LETTER
sharing some of our rock-related, sometimes
humorous experiences with our rocks.
It was fun!

The new year brought us not only very
cold days and nights, but more importantly,
three new adult members! Welcome to our
As we mentally gear up for spring and
“family” of rock people: Carol and Malcolm Glick summer rock adventures, this is your “friendly
(and grandson, Carlos) and Lillian Herrera and
reminder” to stay safe, and don’t forget to take
her children, Cait and Isabelle.
the essentials, such as your meds when you go
out. Yes, you need to take things other than
Please renew your membership now.
your rock hammer and collecting bags! We will
During this month’s meeting, it was announced
that beginning in 2021, we will have an increase publish our safety guidelines soon.
of monthly dues. The new cost will be $20 per
We had a great 2019 thanks to you all!!
single and $25 per couple/family. The vote was Happy New Year!!!
unanimous. We have not increased our dues in
Rose Fowers
many, many years, so it is time. This slight
increase will help offset some of our ongoing
administrative expenses.
For any of you who might be going to the
“zoo” at Quartzite this month (Pow Wow—
January 15–19), be sure to pick up the
Quartzite E-Z Guide and check out our ad for
the July 2020 show. We are hoping the ad will
bring many visitors to the mountain to attend
our show and all of the other events in the
area.
Every member should take every
opportunity to help promote our show as the
more visitors we have, the happier our vendors
will be. And we want happy vendors to return
year after year.
Due to last minute changes, our January
program will now take place during our February
meeting. As always, Vice President Sandra did
her “magic” and came up with a great idea for

A Big
Welcome To
Our New
Members

Malcolm & Carol Glick
(And apologies to Lillian Herrera,
Carlos, Cait, and Isabelle, whose photos
didn't turn out.)
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Our newsletter is published monthly by
the White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club,
Inc. Any information or comments
members wish to include in the monthly
newsletter must be given to the editor at
the general membership meeting or call
the editor no later than Tuesday
following the meeting.

PRESIDENT

Membership dues are $15 for a single
membership and $20 for a couple/family.
Dues are paid the first of January each
year along with a completed application
form. Memberships initiated in
November or later in a given year are
also good for the following year.
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We meet the first Sunday of the month
(unless it falls on a holiday) at the VFW
Post 9907, 381 North Central Avenue in
Show Low. Turn north off the Deuce of
Clubs at Burger King. Social half hour at
1:00 pm, meeting starts at 1:30 pm.

Rose Fowers

(928)537-2195

VICE PRESIDENT

Sandra Angelo

(928)537-3726

2ND VICE PRESIDENT

Maureen Helm

(402)660-6149

SECRETARY

Hope Rubi

(928)228-8851

TREASURER

Carl Hickman

(928)536-3744

carlhickman8@earthlink.net

EDITOR

B.G. Hogarth

(928)532-3043

hogarths@citlink.net

Rick Palmer

(928)245-3920

palmer57@frontiernet.net

Karen Dorsey

(928)536-2360

Stan Arneklev

(480)213-4187

John Bustraan

(503)312-6429

Suzanne Fern

(928)892-5236

Debbie Trimble

(928)892-5791

Aimee Webster

(602)503-8417

Show Chairman

Steve Fowers

(928)537-2195

Assistant Show Chairman

Carl Hickman

(928)536-3744

Peggy Lancaster

(623)262-3859

Donna Pollard

(480)600-2714

Bill/Linda Stalder

(928)368-4496

Steve Fowers

(928)537-2195

Brookie/ Larry Embry

(928)537-0760

Sandra Angelo

(928)537-3726

Historian

Jeannie/Stan Arneklev

(480)213-4187

Librarians

Yvonne Garrett/Thomas Castro

FIELD TRIPS

Webmaster/Coalition Chair

Sunshine
Education, Schools
Greeter/Door Prizes/Raffle
Auctioneer
Highway Cleanup
Bonus Prizes

Meeting Room Setup/Cleanup

rmfowers0407@gmail.com
mreenhelm@hotmail.com

afwebster61@gmail.com

tdpollard@msn.com

Debbie Trimble/Suzanne Fern

Show Low: Thelma Gray
Snowflake/Taylor: Stan/Jeannie Arneklev

Pinetop/Lakeside: Peggy Lancaster
Springerville/Eager: Rick Palmer

Heber/Overgaard: Aimee Webster
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The January 2020 meeting was called to order
by President Rose Fowers at 1:35 PM. Rose
welcomed three guests (who later became new
members); Lillian Herrera, and Carol and
Malcolm Glick.
The motion to approve the minutes from the
December meeting was made by Terry Pollard
and seconded by Karen Dorsey. The motion
carried.
Vice President Sandra Angelo gave an update
on our monthly presentations. She reminded
the membership to include their name in the
club’s book if they participate in any outside
activity that promotes our club.
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February so detailed measurements can be
taken. Contracts to possible vendors will be
sent out this month. The club is talking to the
owner of the Hungry Buffalo Restaurant to
provide breakfast and lunch just outside the
venue so that vendors and visitors can buy
food and beverages without leaving the
premises.
Treasurer Carl Hickman discussed the 2020
budget as recommended by the Board. A
motion to accept the budget as outlined was
made by John Bustraan and seconded by Larry
Embry. The members voted to approve the
budget as presented.

Carl Hickman provided the monthly treasurer’s
report. Rock Talk Editor Brenda (B.G.)
Hogarth encouraged everyone to read the
newsletter. Rock related articles are always
needed. Co-trip leader Karen Dorsey talked
about the planned January field trip. Because
of the potential of bad weather in January,
our next field trip may be to a surprise
location. Karen will scout locations as weather
permits. In any event, we will plan on going out
on Saturday January 25. (See Page 8 in Rock
Talk.)

Steve Rich, President of the Gold Prospectors
Club, announced that the club is no longer
affiliated with the GPAA and will now be
called Gold Prospectors Chapter of the White
Mountains.

Rose announced some of the plans for 2020
that were discussed at a recent Board
meeting. Beginning in 2021, our annual dues
will be raised by $5.00 ($20 for a single, $25
for a couple). A motion to raise the dues next
year was made by Karen Hickman with a
second by Thelma Gray. The motion carried.

Door prize winners were Marta, Judy, Roy,
and Mary. The 50/50 raffle winners were B.G,
Maureen, Mary D., and Larry.

In lieu of a presenter, Sandra told us a
wonderful story of her time in Italy with a
concert band. She then called on our members
to share a story (humorous or not) of their
interest in rocks. Many thanks to Donna Pollard, Mikki Kas, Carl Hickman, Dave Adams,
Steve Fowers. and Maureen Helm for sharing.

There being no further business to discuss,
the meeting was adjourned at 3:15 PM.
Respectfully submitted,

Steve Fowers gave an update on our July rock By Hope Rubi
show. Our new venue will be at the Country
Secretary
Court Event Hall in Lakeside. He gave an
update on our publicity efforts. Steve and
others will go to the venue sometime in
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By Maureen Helm

C

onichalcite has a very distinctive green color from its copper content that

makes it easily identifiable. It is often found encrusted into limonite rocks that have a red to
yellow color so the contrasting green makes a very eye-catching specimen. Conichalcite forms
in the oxidation zone of copper ore bodies where oxygen-rich ground water reacts with copper
sulfide and/or copper oxide minerals to produce very colorful and beautiful minerals. Other

minerals that are found in the oxidation zone include malachite, azurite, beudantite,
cuproadamite, olivenite, smithsonite, adamite and linnarite.
Conichalcite was named by August Breithaupt and Carl Julius Fritzsche in 1849 from
the Greek "konis" (powder) and "chalkos" (copper) due to its composition and appearance.
Although considered “hard to find” in Arizona, it is a fairly common arsenate mineral with the
chemical makeup of CaCuAsO4(OH), Clacium Copper Arsenate Hydroxide. It is classed as a
phosphate with the Arsenate subclass and Adelite group. Its hardness is 4.5 on the Mohs

Scale and it can be found as small, brittle, acicular, fibrous crystals or botryoidal masses, and
compact crusts having the same characteristics. Its appearance is sub-vitreous (glass-like),
greasy, and translucent, with color that can range from grassy greens with variations of yellow
tinting in transmitted light.
Conichalcite forms a solid solution series with the mineral calciovolborthite. A solid
solution series occurs when two or more structurally identical minerals can interchange
elements within their chemistries without dramatically altering the crystal structure. In the

case of conichalcite and calciovolborthite the two elements they interchange are arsenic and
vanadium. Conichalcite is the arsenic-rich end member of the series and calciovolborthite is
the vanadium-rich end member.
Due to conichalcite’s brilliant, distinct green color it is highly collectible. The best
places to find conichalcite in Arizona are in the mine dumps around Bisbee, Bagdad and Globe.
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Re: John Davis Memorial
As you know, club member and friend, John Davis passed away on
December 3, 2019.The family elected not to have a memorial
service at this time. However, there are plans to have a memorial
“get together” some time next summer. When we get details, the
information will be passed along.

It’s the Time of Year to Renew Membership!
See Page 9 for the Membership Renewal Form!
Your completed form can be mailed in, or brought to a meeting.
For those new members joining in October, November, or December
of 2019, you don’t need to renew your membership in January, as
your membership is good through December 2020.

February Meeting
Our next meeting is February 2. For those whose last names begin
with A-H (Or any of you who are great cooks)
Please bring snacks and remember cleanup duties.

Program for February Meeting—
Jim Jacobs gave a fascinating presentation at our meeting in May
on how to find gold. Next month he returns with the second part of
this most interesting subject. Don’t Miss it!

Don’t Forget The Gila County Gem and Mineral Show —

January 10-12, Gila County Fairgrounds, Globe. Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-5,
Sun. 10-4; Adults single $3, adult couples $5, free admission for children.
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t’s been said, and we’ve all heard, that “All that glitters
is not gold.” And sometimes glittering diamonds aren’t
what they seem to be, either. Or if they are diamonds,
maybe the story behind them isn’t what it seems! It
might be a “buyer beware,” or in this case, “investor, beware!”
Suzanne Fern thought this would be an interesting article to
share, and Dakota Livesay, the author of the article, gave his
permission for it to be included in Rock Talk.
Many people seemed to be looking for a get-rich-quick scheme
in the Old West. Sadly, this is still the case today. This is a
story about one of them.
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Our meeting hours are:
1:00 PM for social gathering and potluck
The meeting begins at 1:30 PM.
Please contact Rick Palmer or
Karen Dorsey if you know of any
places that would be great for our outings!
MONTH

MEETING

FIELD
TRIP

January

5

25

February

2

22

March
April
May

1
5
3

21
25
23

June

7

27

July

5

25

July 11-12 — WMGMC Rock Show at
Country Court Event Hall
in Lakeside
August
2
22
September
6
26
October
4
24
November
1
21
December

6

None
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MEETING PLACE AND TIME: We will meet at the old K-Mart
and Arby’s parking lot in Show Low at 9:00 AM. After sign-up
and photo taking, we will leave at 9:15 AM.

GENERAL ITINERARY: We will be traveling to the Globe/Superior area. Final destination is not
certain; possibly the Blue Ball Mine or to look for garnets near Superior.
VEHICLE REQUIRED: Any vehicle.
WHAT WE ARE COLLECTING: Garnets and whatever else we can find!
WHAT TO BRING: Rock hammers, pry bars, gloves, buckets, eye protection, lunch, snacks, sun
screen, and lots of water. Don’t forget your cell phone. The club owns a few walkie-talkies;
however, if you own any, please bring them for better communication during the caravanning. If
you don’t have walkie-talkie, make sure we have your cell number. (Don’t forget to cover up your
holes!) For any questions, please call Trip Leader Karen Dorsey at 928-536-2360 or cell phone
no. 480-745-5061
TRIP LEADERS: Karen Dorsey. Call 928-536-2360 if you have any further questions about the
trip.

JANUARY 10-12—GLOBE, ARIZONA: Annual show; Gila County Gem & Mineral Society;
Gila County Fairgrounds, 900 Fairgrounds Rd.; Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4; Adults single
$3, adult couples $5, free admission for children and students; dealers offering various
materials, demonstrations, displays, activities for children ; contact Jodi Brewster,
PO Box 487, Miami, AZ 85539, (623) 810-9780; Email: jodibrewster66@gmail.com;
Website: www.gilagem.org
JANUARY 30-FEBRUARY 10—TUCSON, ARIZONA: Wholesale and retail show; JOGS
Tucson Gem & Jewelry Show; Tucson Expo Center, 3750 E. Irvington Road; daily 10-6;
Registered businesses free admission, adults $20, no admittance for children under age
14; Exhibitors from more than 26 countries offering minerals, specimens, raw/rough
material, crystals, gemstones, jewelry, gemstone décor, beads, cabochons, findings, and
tools; contact Yelena Masenko, (213) 629-30; Email: info@jogsshow.com; Website:
https://jogsshow.com/
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