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PRESIDENT’S LETTER
Another great meeting! This month we

Thanks to Debbie Trimble who will chair the

welcomed new members; Chris and Emily McKim set up/tear down of the food and drinks at the
and their three children, and GeorgeAnna Bell.
At the end of this month we will be saying
farewell to long time members and former

meetings. Suzanne will assist.
Special thanks go to club member Lidia for a
wonderful program and demonstration on

officers David and Charlene Bingell, who will be knapping. We are always looking for presenters
moving out of state. Over the years, both have

at our meetings. We need your help in order to

contributed so much to our club. They will be

continue with excellent programs. Please

missed.

contact Sandra if you wish to present, and

Those of us that participated in the Nature
Center’s Wildlife Festival had fun telling
visitors about our club and giving away a rock
or two. Thanks all!
As announced at the meeting, we have our

remember, you don’t have to be an expert. Pick
a subject, read up on it, and present it to a
friendly and appreciative audience – your club

members.
Remember that October is nominations

show dates for next year. Our show will be the

month for next year’s officers and board.

weekend of July 11 and 12, 2020 at a new

Have a great month!

venue. We contracted with the Country Court
Event Hall in Lakeside. We are looking forward
to having the show at a more central location.

Our next meeting is October 6.
For those whose last names begin with I-Z
(Or any of you who are great cooks)
Please bring snacks and remember cleanup duties.

Rose Fowers
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Our newsletter is published monthly by
the White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club,
Inc. Any information or comments
members wish to include in the monthly
newsletter must be given to the editor at
the general membership meeting or call
the editor no later than Tuesday
following the meeting.

PRESIDENT

Membership dues are $15 for a single
membership and $20 for a couple/family.
Dues are paid the first of January each
year along with a completed application
form. Memberships initiated in
November or later in a given year are
also good for the following year.
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We meet the first Sunday of the month
(unless it falls on a holiday) at the VFW
Post 9907, 381 North Central Avenue in
Show Low. Turn north off the Deuce of
Clubs at Burger King. Social half hour at
1:00 pm, meeting starts at 1:30 pm.

Rose Fowers

(928)537-2195

VICE PRESIDENT

Sandra Angelo

(928)537-3726

2ND VICE PRESIDENT

Maureen Helm

(402)660-6149

SECRETARY

Hope Rubi

(928)228-8851

TREASURER

Carl Hickman

(928)536-3744

carlhickman8@earthlink.net

EDITOR

B.G. Hogarth

(928)532-3043

hogarths@citlink.net

Rick Palmer

(928)245-3920

palmer57@frontiernet.net

Karen Dorsey

(928)536-2360

Stan Arneklev

(480)213-4187

John Bustraan

(503)312-6429

Suzanne Fern

(928)892-5236

Mike Park

(602)228-0982

Aimee Webster

(602)503-8417

afwebster61@gmail.com

Gary Alves

(928)679-3644

Garyalves.chairman@gmail.com

Steve Fowers

(928)537-2195

Peggy Lancaster

(623)262-3859

Donna Pollard

(480)600-2714

Bill/Linda Stalder

(928)368-4496

Steve Fowers

(928)537-2195

Brookie/ Larry Embry

(928)537-0760

Sandra Angelo

(928)537-3726

Historian

Jeannie/Stan Arneklev

(480)213-4187

Librarians

Yvonne Garrett/Thomas Castro

FIELD TRIPS

Webmaster/Coalition Chair
Show Chairman
Assistant Show Chairman
Sunshine
Education, Schools
Greeter/Door Prizes/Raffle
Auctioneer
Highway Cleanup
Bonus Prizes

Meeting Room Setup/Cleanup

rmfowers0407@gmail.com
mreenhelm@hotmail.com

tdpollard@msn.com

Debbie Trimble/Suzanne Fern

Show Low: Thelma Gray
Snowflake/Taylor: Stan/Jeannie Arneklev

Pinetop/Lakeside: Peggy Lancaster
Springerville/Eager: Rick Palmer

Heber/Overgaard: Aimee Webster
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The meeting was called to order by President
Rose Fowers at 1:25 PM.
Guest GeorgeAnna Bell was introduced.
The club also welcomed State Director Jodi
Brewster, Rocky Mountain Federation of
Mineralogical Societies, Inc. and friend Marvin.
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Rose mentioned that Jim and Sandy Jacobs
have had to step down from organizing the
monthly potlucks. Debbie Trimble will be taking
over for them.

Rose gave an update on our 2020 gem and
mineral show, which will be held at the Country
Court in Lakeside. We must start gathering
The minutes of the August meeting were
inventory for the kids’ section of the show now.
accepted as printed in Rock Talk after a motion Please label all rocks so the children will be able
by Suzanne Fern and second by Sandra Angelo. to identify them.
The Treasurer’s report was given by Carl
After the October meeting we will have
Hickman.
another Trunk or Treat in the parking lot. Don’t
forget to bring any rocks that you are willing to
Vice President Sandra Angelo reminded club
members of the book to be signed by those who trade or dispose of.
go above the norm for the club. Next month
Brookie Embry reminded us of the club’s
the club will host a library sale of gently used
semi-annual highway cleanup on Saturday,
books, magazines, CDs, and DVDs. Please
September 14.
remember to return items you have borrowed
Nominations for next year’s board and
from the library.
elected officers will be taken at the October
Rose Fowers read an excerpt from a thankmeeting, with the election being held in
you note from the pastor in charge of the Deaf November. All members are urged to attend
and Youth Ranch in New Mexico for the club
these two meetings. Rose announced she would
donation to the ranch. She also thanked
be willing to continue on as president.
members who helped with the club’s booth at
Lidia DiLario gave a fascinating demonstration
the Nature Center’s Wildlife Festival.
on how to flake obsidian.
Rick Palmer reported on the August field trip
Door prizes winners were Larry Embry,
and mentioned that some of the beautiful
Blue
Thompson, and Cathy Viney.
pieces that were found were on display at the
meeting. Karen Dorsey gave a detailed talk on
Rick Olson won $66 on the 50/50.
the September 28 field trip to the control road
Raffle winners were Steve McGavran,
between Heber and Payson to look for coral and Loren Wright, and Brenda Hogarth.
Payson “diamonds.” (See Page 7 in Rock Talk for
There being no further business, the meeting
further information.) Plan on a day long trip.
was adjourned at 3:30 PM.
Bill Stalder described the door and raffle
prizes.
Respectfully submitted by:
State Director Jodi Brewster talked about
the Rocky Mountain Federation and our club’s
Hope Rubi
involvement. A display case competition is
Secretary
planned for next year’s convention in Big Piney,
Wyoming. A search is also on for someone with
the ability to transfer picture slides and VHS
to CDs or DVDs from the federation’s archives.
See their website at www.rmfms.org for
further information.
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By Yvonne Garrett

Our club has a library full of Earth Science magazines, books, DVDs, and journals. Each
month some of them are brought to meetings for everyone to check out.
A recent “audit” of material was conducted and we are looking for some unreturned items.
Please check your home for any that you may have checked out and have not returned.
When checking out material, please complete the checkout form in its
entirety that is available at each meeting. Please return the item(s) at the
next meeting (except in December) and note the date the items were
returned on the checkout form.
At the October meeting we will conduct a sale of older publications at
great prices. Plan on purchasing some publications to increase your home
library.
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Vice President Sandra Angelo wishes to thank Lidia for a fascinating demonstration of obsidian
knapping; definitely not an activity for the faint of heart! In October Rick Olson will present a
program on “How to Identify MOST Rocks and Minerals.” He suggests that members may want to
bring a mystery sample or two for identification.
Have you moved or have your phone numbers changed? It is critical that you notify Webmaster
Aimee or Rose if anything has changed. We must keep your information current on the club roster.

CLUB MEMBER LOREN WRIGHT IS SELLING THE FOLLOWING
AT HIS BOOTH AT THE RED DOOR CONSIGNMENT STORE
ON PORTER MOUNTAIN ROAD IN LAKESIDE
Prospecting Supplies Rockhound Supplies Treasure Hunting Supplies
Equipment
Specimens AND LOTS MORE FUN STUFF!!!

Books

Tools

For more information, call Loren at 928-368-3281

Or E-mail at wwhsgold@gmail.com
FIELD TRIP REMINDER: Those attending our monthly outings/field trips, MUST NOTIFY
THE TRIP LEADER before leaving the area. As always, we don’t want to leave you behind.
Stan and Jeannie need your quarter-sized rocks for next year’s show. A listing is provided
elsewhere in this month’s Rock Talk. Because of the popularity of the “egg crate give-away,”
our inventory is low.

Photos by Stan Arneklev
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If you have an interest in new minerals that have been found, learning more about finding
agates in southern New Mexico, the significant new discovery of Prehnite in Arizona, and other
interesting facts about and new strides in mineralogy, this symposium might be for you.
Presented by the New Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology in Socorro, New Mexico,
sponsors of the event include various gem and mineral clubs and geological societies throughout
New Mexico. This year’s symposium will include a day and a half of 30-minute, formal paper
presentations focusing on mineral occurrences and artifacts from New Mexico and adjacent
states. A few selected papers may be presented from other parts of the world.
The event is held at the Macey Center, 909 Olive Lane, located on the campus of the New
Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology. On-line registration is $40. For more information:
https://geoinfo.nmt.edu/museum/minsymp/

O

nce again, we will have
our version of trunk or

treat! For rockhounds, collecting

“treats” generally means going to
outings to various places to collect
treasures.
Most of us have a tendency to take home more than we can use, resulting in rock piles
all over our yards, garages, and inside our homes. Here is the plan:
For our October 6 meeting, bring your excess rocks in boxes and buckets, but leave
them in your vehicle. After the meeting adjourns, we will go out to the parking lot where
trunks will open for everyone to take some else’s treasures
home. Please do not bring rocks that you want to sell.
Trades are permitted. Only bring rocks that you have no
problem giving away to a good home. You may even be able
to add rocks to your hoard. This year, we will bring in some
“give-away” rocks from the club’s storage unit. Bring your
own empty buckets to take free rocks home. And have fun!
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MEETING PLACE AND TIME: On Saturday September 28, we
will meet at the Three Bears Restaurant on Highway 260 just
outside Heber at 8:00 AM and will be leaving at 8:15 AM. Please
park in the side parking lot so as not to block the restaurant.
GENERAL ITINERY: We will travel toward Payson on Highway 260 and then pulling onto the
control road where it turns to dirt. We will stop at Geode Mountain for a few hours, then on
to Mesa Houston Road to the Shoofly Agate Road.
VEHICLE REQUIRED: HIGH CLEARANCE!
WHAT WE ARE COLLECTING: Coral and Payson “Diamonds.”
WHAT TO BRING: Rock hammers, gloves, buckets, lunch, snacks, sun screen, and water. The
club owns a few walkie-talkies; however, if you own any, please bring them for better
communication during the caravanning. (Don’t forget to cover up your holes!)
For any questions, please call Karen at 928-536-2360.

Photos By
Stan Arneklev

On August 24, a hardy group of 27 determined rockhounds traveled to Lee Russel
Canyon in eastern New Mexico to hunt for crystal and banded agate. And boy, did they
ever find some! The weather was great and everybody was happy with the treasures
they brought back. Shown below are some of those beautiful collections.
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By Maureen Helm
Photos from Google.com

Molybdenite, or moly ore, forms soft, bluish, metallic, hexagonal (six-sided) crystals
that can be found on quartz. Its high luster and uncommon occurrence make it a nice
addition to any collection. It is a mineral of molybdenum disulfide, MoS2, from which its
name is derived, and is the most prevalent molybdenum-bearing mineral. Due to its
softness, 1.5 – 2 on the Mohs Scale, it feels “greasy” and can leave marks on paper or
hands when handled.
The crystals are thumb-sized, or smaller, and flakes found within other rocks can be
quite small. It forms two distinct crystal polytypes; Molybdenite-2H, the most common,
and Molybdenite-3R. The two are difficult to distinguish without skilled analysis, so the
distinction is rarely made. Molybdenite is composed of molybdenum ions sandwiched between layers of sulfur ions. The sulfur's layers are strongly bonded to the molybdenum

but are not strongly bonded to other sulfur layers. This creates the softness and
perfect cleavages, which allows it to easily flake like mica. The crystals can be moved,
bent, and broken, especially by the surrounding matrix, so they often appear misshapen
or damaged.
Until Karl Wilhelm Scheele discovered molybdenum as a separate element in 1788,
Molybdenite was thought to be graphite or a lead ore. In fact, the ancient Greek word
for “lead” is “molybdos”. Molybdenite can be easily confused with graphite; however,
graphite has a black-silver color with black-gray or brown-gray steak; but molybdenite
has a bluish silver color and streak. Making a side-by-side comparison is often the best
way to distinguish the two.
Molybdenite occurs with igneous and metamorphic rocks such as quartz, chalcopyrite,
pyrite, garnet and barite. It has been found in mine dumps in the Patagonia Mountains
north of Nogales, but can also be found in mountainous areas where its other associated
minerals can be found.
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SEPTEMBER 20-22: PAYSON, ARIZONA: Annual show; Payson Rimstones Rock Club Inc.;
Event Center Mazatzal Hotel & Casino, Highway 87, Mile Marker 251; Fri. 4-8, Sat. 9-5, Sun.
10-4; general admission $3, free admission for children 12 and under; contact Becky Bagshaw,
8962 W Fossil Creek Rd, Strawberry, AZ 85544-2623, (928) 476-3419; Email:
paysonrimstones@aol.com
SEPTEMBER 27-29: CLARKDALE, ARIZONA: Annual show; Mingus Gem and Mineral Club;
Clark Memorial Clubhouse Auditorium, 19 N. Ninth Street; Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4; free
admission; contact Mike Kavanaugh, (928) 634-0269; Email: kavanagh1368@yahoo.com;
Website: http://mingusclub.org/upcomingshow.html
OCTOBER 4-6: ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO: Fall Gem, Mineral, and Jewelry Show:
Expo New Mexico (State Fairgrounds) 310 San Pedro NE, Creative Arts Building; enter Gate
3 at San Pedro & Copper. Fri-Sun, 9-5, free admission. 60+ dealers; gemstones, mineral
specimens, beads, etc. Show Chair: Jay Penn (505) 883-4195 Email: jaypenn246@gmail.com.
Website: http//abbqfallshow.wix.com/abq-fall-show.
OCTOBER 11-13: BUCKEYE, ARIZONA: West Valley Rock & Mineral Club Annual
Helzarockin’ Gem & Mineral Show: Buckeye Arena, 802 N. 1st Street (Miller Road). Fri., Sat.
9-5, Sun. 9-2. Adults $3, kids under 13 free. Rocks, gems, jewelry, minerals, fossils, beads,
slabs, etc. Gold panning & scavenger hunt. Contact: show@westvalleyrockandmineralclub.com
Website: westvalleyrockandmineralclub.com. Or contact Lara (602)405-2926 or Alice at
(602) 329-2519.
OCTOBER 12-13: SIERRA VISTA, ARIZONA: Annual show; Huachuca Mineral And Gem
Club; Cochise College, 901 N. Colombo Ave.; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4; free; inside and outside
vendors, handicapped accessible, free gemstone identification, geode sales and cutting, and
activities for children; contact Maudie Bailey, Email: gmbailey@msn.com; Website:
huachucamineralandgemclub@info.com
OCTOBER 19-20: SEDONA, ARIZONA: Show and sale; Sedona Gem and Mineral Club;
Sedona Red Rock High School, Hwy89A and Upper Red Rock Loop Rd.; Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4;
Adults $3, free for children under 12; contact Bill Schwartz, 75 Sheath Dr., Sedona, AZ
86336, (928) 203-0356; Email: bschwar13@msn.com; Website: sedonagemandmineral.org
NOVEMBER 9-10: LAKE HAVASU, ARIZONA: Annual Gem & Mineral Show: Aquatic Center
100 Park Avenue, Lake Havasu; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-4. Adults $2; children under 12 free. Watch
as professionals demonstrate their crafts and find plenty of opportunities to shop for faceted and cabochon jewels, fossils, tools, findings, slabs, finished jewelry and gifts galore! There
will be raffles and hourly door prizes, games and prizes for the kids, as well as food and
beverage services available. Email: lakehavasugemmineralshow@gmail.com Website:
lakehavasugms.com
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