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PRESIDENT’S LETTER
We continue to have great attendance at our
monthly meetings as well as an amazing variety
of food. You are all terrific!
This month we welcomed new member

outstanding hearts of our club members. You
are all commended.
Plans have begun to be made regarding next
year’s show. Soon, your officers and board will

Valerie Pickett. She shares our love of rocks

be touring a possible new venue, the cost of

and will be an asset to our club.

which will be comparable to what Hon-Dah will

As reported during our meeting, our July
gem and mineral show was a huge success. We

be charging next year.
For those of you that joined the club this

had the biggest profit since 2013 (when the

year, elections for our 2020 Officers will take

club started keeping records on a computer).

place during our November meeting with

Attendance was nearly 1000 adults and 200

nominations taking place in October. If you are

children. Our vendors were happy with the

interested in a position, let me know. Because

venue and the kindness and appreciation

everyone that holds an office is wonderful, you

provided to them by each of our volunteers did will never be without guidance and support.
not go unnoticed. As always, the children’s

Think about it, and if you have any questions

activity area and roaming dinosaur puppet were about the “job description,” call me. Your skills
very popular with everyone. Comments made by

and talents are needed!

our guests were also quite positive. The success See you soon!
of our show is a direct reflection of the
Rose Fowers

Our next meeting is September 1.
For those whose last names begin with A-H
(Or any of you who are great cooks)
Please bring snacks and remember cleanup duties.
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Our newsletter is published monthly by
the White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club,
Inc. Any information or comments
members wish to include in the monthly
newsletter must be given to the editor at
the general membership meeting or call
the editor no later than Tuesday
following the meeting.

PRESIDENT

Membership dues are $15 for a single
membership and $20 for a couple/family.
Dues are paid the first of January each
year along with a completed application
form. Memberships initiated in
November or later in a given year are
also good for the following year.
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We meet the first Sunday of the month
(unless it falls on a holiday) at the VFW
Post 9907, 381 North Central Avenue in
Show Low. Turn north off the Deuce of
Clubs at Burger King. Social half hour at
1:00 pm, meeting starts at 1:30 pm.

Rose Fowers

(928)537-2195

VICE PRESIDENT

Sandra Angelo

(928)537-3726

2ND VICE PRESIDENT

Maureen Helm

(402)660-6149

SECRETARY

Hope Rubi

(928)228-8851

TREASURER

Carl Hickman

(928)536-3744

carlhickman8@earthlink.net

EDITOR

B.G. Hogarth

(928)532-3043

hogarths@citlink.net

Rick Palmer

(928)245-3920

palmer57@frontiernet.net

Karen Dorsey

(928)536-2360

Stan Arneklev

(480)213-4187

John Bustraan

(503)312-6429

Suzanne Fern

(928)892-5236

Mike Park

(602)228-0982

Aimee Webster

(602)503-8417

afwebster61@gmail.com

Gary Alves

(928)679-3644

Garyalves.chairman@gmail.com

Steve Fowers

(928)537-2195

Peggy Lancaster

(623)262-3859

Donna Pollard

(480)600-2714

Bill/Linda Stalder

(928)368-4496

Steve Fowers

(928)537-2195

Brookie/ Larry Embry

(928)537-0760

Sandra Angelo

(928)537-3726

Historian

Jeannie/Stan Arneklev

(480)213-4187

Librarians

Yvonne Garrett/Thomas Castro

FIELD TRIPS

Webmaster/Coalition Chair
Show Chairman
Assistant Show Chairman
Sunshine
Education, Schools
Greeter/Door Prizes/Raffle
Auctioneer
Highway Cleanup
Bonus Prizes

Meeting Room Setup/Cleanup

rmfowers0407@gmail.com
mreenhelm@hotmail.com

tdpollard@msn.com

Jim/Sandy Jacobs

Show Low: Thelma Gray
Snowflake/Taylor: Stan/Jeannie Arneklev

Pinetop/Lakeside: Peggy Lancaster
Springerville/Eager: Rick Palmer

Heber/Overgaard: Aimee Webster
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The meeting was called to order at 1:30 PM by
President Rose Fowers.
First time visitor and new member Valerie
Pickett was welcomed.
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Rose said the club has been asked to
participate in the Wildlife Festival’s event at
the Nature Center on August 31 from 10:00 AM
to 2:00 PM.

Rose stated that there was one correction to
the July minutes. We need to include the vote
made to approve paying for an ad via XPOpress
for next year’s show. The ad promoting our
2020 show will appear in booklets given out to
everyone at the Quartzite and Tucson events
next year. Motion was made by Peggy Lancaster
to accept the July minutes with that correction. With a second by Steve Fowers, the
motion carried.

Treasurer Carl Hickman reported that the
profit made during our recent show was the
best since 2013.

Vice President Sandra Angelo described
today’s program. It will be a members’ silent
auction with three rounds of ten minutes each.
Members may put three items in each round.

Stan Arneklev thanked all the members who
helped with the children’s activity area and
those who came out to place our road signs and
banners.

Treasurer Carl Hickman presented the
Treasurer’s Report.

Rose reported on the amounts brought in from
each of the club’s activity centers at the show,
and the tracked responses from visitors as to
how they heard about the show. The biggest
response was from the road signs and banners.
Suzanne thanked all the volunteers for their
help with the show.

Rose said that Hon-Dah is booked for our
preferred dates for next year’s show. The
B.G. Hogarth reminded everybody that
manager advised they are raising their rates
contributions to the newsletter are always
next year. Rose has met with the owner and
welcomed.
manager of a new event center, Country Court
in Lakeside, regarding the possibility of
Karen Dorsey stated that the August outing
changing our show venue beginning next year.
will be to Lee Russell Canyon near Reserve,
It is centrally located with motels and restauNew Mexico on August 24. (See more
rants nearby. Parking is good and vendors can
information on Page 7 in Rock Talk.)
unload through a garage door. All things
Rick Palmer reported that 28 rockhounds from considered, the cost of the venue for three
various clubs joined in on the July coalition trip days is comparable to Hon-Dah. A kitchen is
to Escudilla Mountain. (See Page 7 in Rock Talk available and we can bring in a caterer if
for more information.)
desired. The club officers and board will be
Linda and Bill Stalder described the door prizes touring the facility in the near future before
making the decision to change the venue.
and 50/50 raffle items.

Jim and Sandy Jacobs have been taking over
from Marta for the setup and teardown of
arranging the room for our potlucks and
meetings. However, Jim has sustained an injury
from an accident. Marta has agreed to fill the
The club’s delegate to the Rocky Mountain
post today and next month, but a replacement
Convention in Prescott was unable to attend.
is needed. The position requires one or two
Rose will contact Jodi Brewster to inform us of persons to get refreshments from the bar and
the Federation’s plans and their impact on us.
to organize the potlucks. See Rose if you are
interested.
Rose read a “thank you” note to the club from
Sherry Burnett for dedicating the show to her
late husband, Darryl.
(Continued on next page) ,,
Rose thanked Donna Pollard for the great
program she presented to members and guests
of the Show Low Historical Museum. The
program was well received.
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(Minutes, continued from Page 3)
Co-Trip Leader Karen Dorsey mentioned that the book Gem Trails of New Mexico has the
route for our August field trip. All those planning to attend should bring walkie talkies if
possible.
Door Prizes were won by Peggy Lancaster, Marta Rodovska, and Mary Johnson.
Peggy Lancaster won the 50/50 prize.
Other raffle winners were Loren Wright, Rick Palmer, and Ed Jones.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:24 PM,

Respectfully submitted,
B.G. Hogarth
Acting Secretary

ESM Outreach Update:
By Mardy Zimmermann, Outreach and Education Coordinator

(From July 2019 issue of Earthquake, e-Newsletter of the Earth Science Museum, Phoenix, AZ)
July was one of our slower months for ESM Outreach. However, there are several noteworthy
items. The project to have 50 specimens for each future teacher kit items is completed.
We received a donation of minerals, fossils, rocks, meteorites and shells from Janet Stoeppelmann's teaching collection. Shirley, Doug, and I have gone through the collection and have it
sorted and most everything labeled. We are grateful for this donation, and remember Janet's
hard work toward getting the Mining and Mineral Museum back for students.
We have started crushing some of the material stored in buckets in Forest Lakes.
The chalcopyrite we moved up from Queen Creek in Spring netted some very beautiful
multi-colored specimens. We also crushed larger pieces of obsidian and granite; both used for
teacher kits and the egg carton program. I also had a group of kids camping at Woods Canyon
Lake participate in the egg carton program and crushing sandstone into sand. The next months
will hopefully give us direction for the new museum and the future of our outreach efforts.
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The annual Wildlife Festival will take place on Saturday August 31 at the White Mountain Nature
Center in Pinetop from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM. Our club will have a booth there and members will
be available to answer questions about us. Tell your friends and neighbors to come and support
this fun and educational event
Have you moved or have your phone numbers changed? It is critical that you notify Webmaster
Aimee or Rose if anything has changed. We must keep your information current on the club roster.

CLUB MEMBER LOREN WRIGHT IS SELLING THE FOLLOWING
AT HIS BOOTH AT THE RED DOOR CONSIGNMENT STORE
ON PORTER MOUNTAIN ROAD IN LAKESIDE
Prospecting Supplies Rockhound Supplies Treasure Hunting Supplies
Equipment
Specimens AND LOTS MORE FUN STUFF!!!

Books

Tools

For more information, call Loren at 928-368-3281

Or E-mail at wwhsgold@gmail.com
We need a volunteer to take over the position of setup and teardown during our meetings.
The club provides dishes/utensils/napkins/etc. for our potlucks. The person doing this will be
responsible for taking these items home after each meeting. You would also be responsible
for making sure our drink pitchers are filled. If you are interested, call Rose. Marta, who is
temporarily helping, will be available to “train” during our September meeting. Please step up.
You won’t be doing it alone, as several members pitch in during every meeting.
FIELD TRIP REMINDER: Those attending our monthly outings/field trips, MUST NOTIFY
THE TRIP LEADER before leaving the area. As always, we don’t want to leave you behind.
Stan and Jeannie need your quarter-sized rocks for next year’s show. A listing is provided
elsewhere in this month’s Rock Talk. Because of the popularity of the “egg crate give-away,”
our inventory is low.

The program for our September meeting will be a flintknapping demonstration by
Lidia DeLario. Thank you, Lidia!
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ROCKS NEEDED FOR KIDS!
We are looking for more rock specimens to help support the
KIDS’ ROCK PROGRAM for next year’s rock show. This year’s
show was so successful that our rock inventory was completely
depleted! Please help by supplying polished or rough specimens by name, and if possible,
location in which they were found. The rocks should be from a QUARTER to HALF DOLLAR in
size. If possible, we would like to have 50 each or more. If you have any questions, please call
Stan or Jeannie Arneklev at 480-213-4187.

Below is a list of the rock specimens needed. If your specimen goes by another name because
of the area in which it was found, please make note of that.
Apache Tears (Polished)

Clam Shell, Fossilized

Orthoceras (Morocco)

Azurite

Fluorite

Peacock Ore

Bubble Gum Agate (Quartzsite, AZ)

Green Banded Rhyolite

Pink & Black Marble (Etna, CA)

Carnelian

Halloween Jasper

Quartz

Chert

Obsidian

Red Jasper

Chrysocolla

Opalite (California)

Serpentine
Shoo Fly Agate (Payson, AZ)

SPEAKING OF KIDS AND ROCKS . . . .

D

ID YOU KNOW . . . . That there are web sites especially
designed for children to develop an interest in rocks, minerals, and the
world around them? All children love to play on computers! Some day
when they seem bored, try directing them to one of these websites:
www.rockhoundkids.com
www.kidsloverocks.
www.mykidsadventures.com/rockhounds-rock-and-mineral-treasure-hunt/
(This site gives parents great ideas on how to get their kids interested
in hunting for rocks and to educate them as well.)
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MEETING PLACE AND TIME: We will meet on Saturday,
August 24 in Springerville at the McDonalds and Western Drug
parking lot at 8:00 AM for sign-in and photos. We will leave at

8:15 AM.

GENERAL ITINERY: We will be travelling to Reserve, New Mexico and then on to Lee Russell
Canyon.
VEHICLE REQUIRED: High clearance; ride sharing will be available.
WHAT WE ARE COLLECTING: Crystal and banded agate.
WHAT TO BRING: Rock hammers, gloves, buckets, lunch, snacks, and water. The club owns a
few walkie-talkies; however, if you own any, please bring them for better communication
during the caravanning. (Don’t forget to cover up your holes!)

By Rick Palmer
Photos By
Carl Hickman

Rockhounds from all over Arizona joined us for the
coalition field trip on July 27. We all met up at the
Western Drug parking lot in Springerville, and after
signing in, caravanned out to the club’s old claims.
Rick Olsen went out the night before to study the area
and found some good rock hunting possibilities. The
group scattered out a bit to start, with most finding a
nice spot higher up on the hill. We all found some great
specimens and some excellent crystal. It was a great
day for rock hounding, although we had some sprinkles
of rain.
We all had a great time. Thanks again for those who
came out with our club.
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By Maureen Helm
The formation process of rocks and gems is always fascinating, but this month’s rock of
the month, fulgurite, is quite unique. The word “fulgurite” comes from the Latin word
“fulgur” meaning “lightning.” Also known as “lightning glass,” fulgurite is created when a
cloud-to-ground lightning bolt causes soil, sand, rocks, and other organic material it strikes
to become fused, sintered, or vitrified into tubes or clumps. The rock takes the form the
lightening travels as it disperses through the ground, so this process can create some very
fantastic shapes.
Fulgurites are classified generically as a variety of the lechatelierite (silica glass,
amorphous SiO2, non-crystalline mineraloid) although their composition depends entirely
on the physical and chemical properties of the material that was involved in the energy
discharge. The best-known type of fulgurite is made from quartz crystalline sand.
Lightning strikes can reach temperatures of 29,649 degrees Celsius, although a mere
1,800 degrees Celsius is required to melt sand and form a fulgurite.
In the 2002 movie “Sweet Home Alabama,” the leading man set up lightning rods on the
beach to attract lightning and create crystal clear, exquisite “sea glass” sculptures.
Unfortunately, this is inaccurate and not how sea glass is formed, nor how fulgurite looks.
When lightning strikes sand it forms a hollow, fragile, crust-like rock that is grainy on the
outside, and smoother and more glass-like toward the center. It also generally takes on
the colors of the materials involved.
As a child living in the sandhills of Nebraska, my father brought home light bluish-gray
tubes of fulgurite found along fence lines or in blowouts after thunderstorms. Many years
later, while working at a museum near Gering, Nebraska, where the soil is much different,
a farmer brought in large clumps of tan-colored fulgurite wondering if anyone could
identify it. Much to his surprise, I recognized it immediately, but we stumped many
visitors who had never seen or heard of rock/glass formed from lightning hitting the
ground. What a great educational opportunity!
Even though fulgurites are relatively rare, all lightning strikes that hit the ground have
the potential to form fulgurites, so they have been found around the world. The best
places to find fulgurites are beaches, deserts and other sandy areas, so Arizona can be a
collector’s paradise in that regard.
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AUGUST 16-17: ALPINE, ARIZONA: Gem, Mineral and Gold Show “HAVE GEMS WILL
TRAVEL” Alpine Community Center; Friday 9:00 AM -4:00 PM, Saturday 9:00 AM-3:00 PM
Vendors, music, door prizes. Contact Vera Cassel at (938)339-1999. VENDORS NEEDED!
AUGUST 31-SEPTEMBER 2: SILVER CITY, NEW MEXICO: Annual show; Grant County
Rolling Stones Gem & Mineral Society; Grant County Veterans Memorial Conference Center,
3031 Hwy 180 East; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-5, Mon. 10-4; free admission; Vendors with a large
assortment of offerings, displays including the New Mexico State University Zuhl
Collection of petrified wood, and daily field trips; contact Jeannine Weiner, P.O Box 1555,
Silver City, NM 88061, (575) 654-4424; Email: jweiner2011@hotmail.com; Website:
https://rollingstonesgms.blogspot.com
SEPTEMBER 20-22: PAYSON, ARIZONA: Annual show; Payson Rimstones Rock Club Inc.;
Event Center Mazatzal Hotel & Casino, Highway 87, Mile Marker 251; Fri. 4-8, Sat. 9-5,
Sun. 10-4; general admission $3, free admission for children 12 and under; contact Becky
Bagshaw, 8962 W Fossil Creek Rd, Strawberry, AZ 85544-2623, (928) 476-3419; Email:
paysonrimstones@aol.com
SEPTEMBER 27-29: CLARKDALE, ARIZONA: Annual show; Mingus Gem and Mineral Club;
Clark Memorial Clubhouse Auditorium, 19 N. Ninth Street; Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4;
free admission; contact Mike Kavanaugh, (928) 634-0269; Email: kavanagh1368@yahoo.com;
Website: http://mingusclub.org/upcomingshow.html
OCTOBER 12-13: SIERRA VISTA, ARIZONA: Annual show; Huachuca Mineral And Gem
Club; Cochise College, 901 N. Colombo Ave.; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4; free; inside and outside
vendors, handicapped accessible, free gemstone identification, geode sales and cutting, and
activities for children; contact Maudie Bailey, 5036 S. San Carlos Ave., Sierra Vista, AZ
85650, (249) 154-1; Email: gmbailey@msn.com;
Website: huachucamineralandgemclub@info.com
OCTOBER 19-20: SEDONA, ARIZONA: Show and sale; Sedona Gem and Mineral Club;
Sedona Red Rock High School, Hwy89A and Upper Red Rock Loop Rd.; Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4;
Adults $3, free admission for children under 12; contact Bill Schwartz, 75 Sheath Dr,
Sedona, AZ 86336, (928) 203-0356; Email: bschwar13@msn.com; Website: sedonagemandmineral.org
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