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Another great meeting in June with 59 people
in attendance! Welcome to four new members:
Cheryl Gifford, Karen Hickman, Larry Eller and
Mike Geleide. We are always happy to meet
new people who love what we do.

We could use more donated items for our show
raffles. If you have obtained some items or
can donate some treasures to the raffles (or
silent auctions), please call me ASAP, as I am
compiling the raffle schedule at this time.

When the new Board met in January, the
meeting schedule for the year was developed.
Since the normally scheduled July meeting
would have taken place on the same weekend
as the Show, it was decided to schedule the
July meeting for the end of June. Since the
meeting room setup crew will be unavailable,
there will be no potluck. However, drinks will
be provided as usual by the VFW. See details
at the bottom of this page.

A big thanks to everyone who donated rocks
for the children’s activity center at the show.
Special thanks go to Chuck at the rock shop in
St. Johns for donating many sandstone pieces
for the kids. Be sure to stop by and thank
Chuck whenever you find yourself in St. Johns.

We still have a few open slots for the twohour shifts at the Show. I have the volunteer
list since Coordinator Suzanne is not available.
Call me to see how you can help. Even if you
Thanks to Ursula, Stan, Jeannie, Bob. Suzanne, can’t lift or carry heavy items, we can find a
and Steve, we have successfully set up a
place for you.
mineral display at the Show Low Historical
And please consider presenting a program at
Museum. The project took a bit of engineering our future meetings. You each have (or can
to drop down the front of the case because of find) information regarding minerals/fossils
the low ceiling, but the “boys” did a great job! that will be of interest to us. Please call
Maureen Helm wrote an article on our new
Sandra Angelo to volunteer.
partnership with the museum and our Show,
I love it when I have so many people to thank!
which will soon appear in the Independent.
Keep it up!!
Stan and Jeannie and Steve and I had fun at
the Walk for the Woods event at the Nature
Center this past weekend. We had some
Rose Fowers
interest in our club. Thanks, you two!

Our next meeting will be held June 30 with a
short business meeting in order to wrap things up
for the July 6-7 show at Hon-dah. No potluck will
be held; however, VFW will supply the drinks.
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Our newsletter is published monthly by
the White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club,
Inc. Any information or comments
members wish to include in the monthly
newsletter must be given to the editor at
the general membership meeting or call
the editor no later than Tuesday
following the meeting.

PRESIDENT

Membership dues are $15 for a single
membership and $20 for a couple/family.
Dues are paid the first of January each
year along with a completed application
form. Memberships initiated in
November or later in a given year are
also good for the following year.
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We meet the first Sunday of the month
(unless it falls on a holiday) at the VFW
Post 9907, 381 North Central Avenue in
Show Low. Turn north off the Deuce of
Clubs at Burger King. Social half hour at
1:00 pm, meeting starts at 1:30 pm.

Rose Fowers

(928)537-2195

VICE PRESIDENT

Sandra Angelo

(928)537-3726

2ND VICE PRESIDENT

Maureen Helm

(402)660-6149

SECRETARY

Hope Rubi

(928)228-8851

TREASURER

Carl Hickman

(928)536-3744

carlhickman8@earthlink.net

EDITOR

B.G. Hogarth

(928)532-3043

hogarths@citlink.net

Rick Palmer

(928)245-3920

palmer57@frontiernet.net

Karen Dorsey

(928)536-2360

Stan Arneklev

(480)213-4187

John Bustraan

(503)312-6429

Suzanne Fern

(928)892-5236

Mike Park

(602)228-0982

Aimee Webster

(602)503-8417

afwebster61@gmail.com

Gary Alves

(928)679-3644

Garyalves.chairman@gmail.com

Steve Fowers

(928)537-2195

Peggy Lancaster

(623)262-3859

Donna Pollard

(480)600-2714

Bill/Linda Stalder

(928)368-4496

Steve Fowers

(928)537-2195

Brookie/ Larry Embry

(928)537-0760

Sandra Angelo

(928)537-3726

Historian

Jeannie/Stan Arneklev

(480)213-4187

Librarians

Yvonne Garrett/Thomas Castro

FIELD TRIPS

Webmaster/Coalition Chair
Show Chairman
Assistant Show Chairman
Sunshine
Education, Schools
Greeter/Door Prizes/Raffle
Auctioneer
Highway Cleanup
Bonus Prizes

Meeting Room Setup/Cleanup

rmfowers0407@gmail.com
mreenhelm@hotmail.com

tdpollard@msn.com

Jim/Sandy Jacobs

Show Low: Thelma Gray
Snowflake/Taylor: Stan/Jeannie Arneklev

Pinetop/Lakeside: Peggy Lancaster
Springerville/Eager: Rick Palmer

Heber/Overgaard: Aimee Webster
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President Rose Fowers called the meeting to
order at 1:30 PM and introduced new members
Mike Geleide, Cheryl Gifford, Larry D. Eller
and Karen Hickman. Returning member John
Bustraan donated a collection bucket on a golf
cart to the silent auction.
Vice President Sandra Angelo reminded
members who have done something above and
beyond the norm for the club to sign her book.
Karen Dorsey reported on the May trip to
New Mexico where club members collected
jasper and agate. (See Page 6 in Rock Talk.) On
June 22 the club will journey to an area north
of St. Johns in a search for petrified wood.
(See Page 6 in Rock Talk for more information.)
A coalition trip is planned for July 27. More
information will be forthcoming in the July
edition of Rock talk.
Bill Stalder updated members on the day’s
door prizes, with the 50/50 prize at $53.
Donna Pollard is presenting a lecture at the
Show Low Museum July 20 at 1:00 PM. (See
page 5 in Rock Talk).
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teardown, asked that volunteers be sure to
wear gloves and meet at the storage unit on
Penrod at 8:30 AM on July 5. Stan Arneklev
said the children’s area is now well stocked, and
encouraged members to continue donations for
next year’s show. Two teams of volunteers are
needed to put up signs on July 2. Call Stan
Arneklev for more information

Carl is investigating the renewal due dates of
Rock and Gem magazines that we donate to local
libraries. Donna Pollard will contact libraries
about subscription renewals.
Marty Zimmerman from the Earth Science
Museum gave incisive information on the former
Arizona Mineral and Mining Museum closure,
with hope that it will be restored and reopened
as the Earth Science Museum. Marty updated
us on ESM’s continuing outreach program that
supplies teachers with earth science kits. Their
efforts have impacted over 47,000 children in
the Tucson Metro area in 2018.
The 50/50 prize of $53 was won by Karinita
Hansen. Other prize winners were Marietta
Fitzhugh, Hope Rubi, Loren Wright and Mike
Geleide.

Suzanne Fern displayed a sample of a vest
to be worn by Show workers. Motion was made
by John Bustraan with a second by Thelma Gray There being no further business the meeting
was closed at 3:45pm
to purchase 25 vests. Motion was passed by
unanimous vote.
Respectfully submitted by:

Gary Alves gave a brief show report.
Steve Fowers, in charge of the Show setup and

Cheryl Gifford

Hope Rubi, Secretary

Larry D. Eller

Mike Geleide
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The White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club is hosting our Coalition Outing on July 27. All members
of rock, gem, and mineral clubs in the area are invited to join us on an agate and crystal hunting
trip into the Escudilla Mountains. Going out treasure hunting with rockhounds from other areas
always carries the promise of fun and adventure. So mark your calendars for July 27. Further
information will be published in the July Rock Talk.

Club member Mikki Kas has paid for two tables for our upcoming Show. She needs someone to
share her booth as she doesn’t have enough material for two tables. If you know someone who
is able to help out by taking a table at our Show, please contact Mikki at 813-702-2034.
Mark your calendars: Go to the Show Low Historical Museum on July 20 at 1:00 PM to
support club member Donna Pollard. Donna will be presenting a geology lecture to museum
members. After the lecture, Director Clair Thomas will be offering a personal tour of the
museum to our club members. Also, keep your eyes open for a wonderful article in the
Independent regarding the club’s recent partnership with the Museum.
We need more raffle prizes for our Show. If you can get donations of gift certificates, or
any items we can raffle, please call Rose and give her a list of items. Bring them to the
June 30 meeting.
Show Posters: Now is the time to put them out anywhere it is allowed. If you need more
posters, some will be available at the club field trip on June 22.
OUTREACH: Donna Pollard needs tumbled rocks about quarter size for the children in her
outreach presenting educational programs at schools in our surrounding communities
JULY GEM AND MINERAL SHOW: Rose Fowers needs cabinet specimens, jewelry, gem
trees and any other quality rock-related items nice enough to be included in Show raffles.
Ursula Wilson has donated beautiful specimens to be used at the raffle or silent auction at
the Show. WORKERS ARE NEEDED for late afternoon shifts Saturday at the Show. You
won’t work alone, and members are always ready to answer questions. Call Rose Fowers for
more information. 928-537-2195
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DATE: June 22, 2019
MEETING PLACE AND TIME: We will meet at St. Johns Grocery and Ace Hardware
parking lot. Meeting time is 9:00 AM for sign-in and photos. We will leave at 9:30 AM.
GENERAL ITINERY: Through St. Johns to Witch Wells, then turn left onto a dirt road.
VEHICLE REQUIRED: Any vehicle can handle the trip until we leave the dirt road. Then it
will be high clearance and a ride-share at that point.
WHAT WE ARE COLLECTING: A wonderful selection of petrified wood.
WHAT TO BRING: rock hammers; gloves; buckets, lunch, snacks, and water. Although the
club owns a few walkie-talkies, if you own any, please bring them with you for better
communication during the caravanning.
TRIP LEADERS: Karen Dorsey and Rick Palmer. Call 928-536-2360 if you have any further
questions about the trip.

By Rick Palmer
On May 18 a great turnout of about 30 club members met in St. Johns for a nice sunny drive
through Zuni and Navajo reservations into western New Mexico. Along the way we were
impressed with a relatively flat and level landscape punctuated with large weather-beaten cliff
formations known as “hoodoos.” When we arrived at our off-road destination, everybody set
about gathering large amounts of blue and green fluorite to add to their collections. It was a
great day to be out and about and to enjoy the many wonders of nature.

June 2019

Rock Talk Newsletter

Page 7

Photos by Stan Arneklev
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By Maureen Helm
(Photos from
www.mindat.org)

Aragonite is the second most common polymorph (occurring in several different forms) of
natural calcium carbonate and has basically the same composition as calcite. The two minerals
look very similar, but can be distinguished by the structure of their crystals with aragonite
displaying more intricate and branched formations than calcite. Calcite forms in trigonal
crystals, whereas Aragonite forms more sculptural crystals. Aragonite is also less common
and harder than calcite, registering 3.5 - 5 on the Mohs scale; calcite measures at 3.0.

The crystals can come in any size but are generally smaller than a basketball. The "flos ferri"
variety of aragonite is seen in delicate wormlike or branching intergrowth crystals which are
quite fragile and can be easily damaged. Depending on impurities, the mineral ranges from
pale reds, greens, blues, yellows, grays and browns, to white or colorless.
Aragonite is often found with calcite and alongside other minerals, and can replace other
minerals or transform into other minerals within its grouping under the right circumstances.
An interesting form of Aragonite is a product of hot mineral-rich springs deposits. The
water releases calcium upon emerging from the spring, and forms growing mounds and thick
crusts around the springs. When these are banded, they may be carved and given trade
names such as "Onyx Marble", and "California Onyx." Aragonite is even found in the animal
kingdom, produced by mollusks, corals, and other aquatic creatures. One of the best
examples is the oyster, which coats its pearls and lines its shell with iridescent aragonite,
more commonly known as Mother of Pearl.
Aragonite was first discovered in Aragon, Spain and where the mineral gets its name. It
can be found throughout the Southwest United States. The mineral can be found in Arizona
in the central and south-central regions. Collecting sites include the Dragoon mountains near
Gleeson, in mine dumps around Tombstone, at the old salt mine west of Camp Verde, and
Granite Gap in New Mexico, across the state line from San Simon, Arizona. Aragonite is also
found in the Mule Mountains around Bisbee and in mine dumps in Holbrook.
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JULY 5-7: FARMINGTON, NEW MEXICO: Annual show; San Juan County Gem & Mineral
Society; San Juan County Fair Grounds McGee Park, 41 Rd 5568; Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun.
10-5; free admission; Vendors offering specimens and materials, rock polishing, demonstrations, and activities for children; contact Tory Bonner; Email: torycbonner@gmail.com;
Website: https://www.facebook.com/SJCGMS/
AUGUST 2-4: PRESCOTT VALLEY, ARIZONA: Annual show; Prescott Gem & Mineral
Club; Findley Toyota Center, 3201 N. Main; Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-4; Adults $5, seniors,

veterans and students $4, free admission for children under 12 with a paid adult admission;
More than 60 vendors from the Southwestern United States offering rough stones to fine
jewelry, demonstrations, displays, fluorescence tent, activities for children; contact
Melanie, 3201 N. Main, Findley Toyota Center (formerly PV Event Center), Prescott Valley,
AZ 86314, (208) 818-2363; Email: melaniecapps123@gmail.com; Website:
www.prescottgemmineral.org
AUGUST 16-17: ALPINE, ARIZONA: Gem, Mineral and Gold Show “HAVE GEMS WILL
TRAVEL” Alpine Community Center; Friday 9:00 AM -4:00 PM, Saturday 9:00 AM-3:00 PM
Vendors, music, door prizes. Contact Vera Cassel at (938)339-1999. VENDORS NEEDED!
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