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At our May meeting we welcomed new

Special thanks go to Suzanne Fern for her

members Roy Alisoglu and Felicity DeWitt,

work with publicity and the show volunteer

and her grandsons, Nathaniel and Cornelias.

schedule.

We look forward to spending more time with
you all at our meetings and outings.
At the forefront of our minds these days is
our July Show. We are close to getting all the

I am excited to announce that before the
end of this month, our Arizona Rocks display
cabinet will be at the Show Low Museum. Many
thanks go to Steve Fowers and Ursula Wilson

vendors needed. Color posters will be available for helping get the cabinet set up. We have
at the June meeting. I have already received a only received one specimen for display from
few raffle donations but more are needed.

Ursula so far. In order to have the display “up

Suzanne is working hard to get an article into

and running” before our summer visitors

Maverick Magazine PRIOR to the show. The

arrive, Steve and I will gather samplings from

set up/tear down dates and times will be

our collections to try to fill the cabinet up. If

available in the June Rock Talk. Steve Fowers

you want to “loan” any Arizona specimen to the

will be responsible for coordinating this

museum, please call me.

function and as usual, your trucks and trailers
will be needed for transporting our tables,
cabinets, etc.

As always, I sincerely appreciate all of you
and your participation in our wonderful
organization. See you soon!
Rose Fowers

Our next meeting is June 2.
For those whose last name begins with A through H
(Or any of you who are great cooks!)
please bring snacks and remember cleanup duties.

May 2019

Rock Talk Newsletter

Our newsletter is published monthly by
the White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club,
Inc. Any information or comments
members wish to include in the monthly
newsletter must be given to the editor at
the general membership meeting or call
the editor no later than Tuesday
following the meeting.

PRESIDENT

Membership dues are $15 for a single
membership and $20 for a couple/family.
Dues are paid the first of January each
year along with a completed application
form. Memberships initiated in
November or later in a given year are
also good for the following year.
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We meet the first Sunday of the month
(unless it falls on a holiday) at the VFW
Post 9907, 381 North Central Avenue in
Show Low. Turn north off the Deuce of
Clubs at Burger King. Social half hour at
1:00 pm, meeting starts at 1:30 pm.

Rose Fowers

(928)537-2195

VICE PRESIDENT

Sandra Angelo

(928)537-3726

2ND VICE PRESIDENT

Maureen Helm

(402)660-6149

SECRETARY

Hope Rubi

(928)228-8851

TREASURER

Carl Hickman

(928)536-3744

carlhickman8@earthlink.net

EDITOR

B.G. Hogarth

(928)532-3043

hogarths@citlink.net

Rick Palmer

(928)245-3920

palmer57@frontiernet.net

Karen Dorsey

(928)536-2360

Stan Arneklev

(480)213-4187

John Bustraan

(503)312-6429

Suzanne Fern

(928)892-5236

Mike Park

(602)228-0982

Aimee Webster

(602)503-8417

afwebster61@gmail.com

Gary Alves

(928)679-3644

Garyalves.chairman@gmail.com

Steve Fowers

(928)537-2195

Peggy Lancaster

(623)262-3859

Donna Pollard

(480)600-2714

Bill/Linda Stalder

(928)368-4496

Steve Fowers

(928)537-2195

Brookie/ Larry Embry

(928)537-0760

Sandra Angelo

(928)537-3726

Historian

Jeannie/Stan Arneklev

(480)213-4187

Librarians

Yvonne Garrett/Thomas Castro

FIELD TRIPS

Webmaster/Coalition Chair
Show Chairman
Assistant Show Chairman
Sunshine
Education, Schools
Greeter/Door Prizes/Raffle
Auctioneer
Highway Cleanup
Bonus Prizes

Meeting Room Setup/Cleanup

rmfowers0407@gmail.com
mreenhelm@hotmail.com

tdpollard@msn.com

Jim/Sandy Jacobs

Show Low: Thelma Gray
Snowflake/Taylor: Stan/Jeannie Arneklev

Pinetop/Lakeside: Peggy Lancaster
Springerville/Eager: Rick Palmer

Heber/Overgaard: Aimee Webster
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President Rose Fowers called the meeting to
order at 1:30 PM and introduced new members
Roy Alisoglu, Felicity DeWitt, and her grandsons Nathaniel and Cornelas. Visiting guests
Cheryl Gifford and Richard and Judy Buchholz
were also welcomed.
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Please call Suzanne if you are not able to sign
up during a meeting but can help. Rose asked
members to donate old copies of Rock and Gem
Magazine to be distributed to Show visitors.
Club Librarian Yvonne Garrett will provide old
copies of Rock and Gem Magazine from the club
library.

A motion to accept the minutes from the
April meeting was made by Steve Fowers with a
The Nature Center’s annual Walk in the
second by Debbie Trimble, and was passed by
Woods event is scheduled for Saturday June 1
those present.
in Lakeside. The club will have an information
The financial report was presented by
table set up and volunteers are needed; maybe
Treasurer Carl Hickman. Rock Talk Editor B.G. only for four hours. Those willing to volunteer
Hogarth reminded those present that they are should contact President Rose Fowers.
always welcome to submit articles of interest to
Donna Pollard will present a geologic talk at
the newsletter. Bill Stalder described the
the Nature Center in July during the Discovery
raffle/door prizes to be given out at the
Camp event for children.
meeting.
Rick Olson, President of the Southwest
Rick Palmer reported on the April field trip to Chapter of the Fluorescent Mineral Society,
Meteor Crater. Karen Dorsey is leading this
reported on his chapter’s trip in April to the
month’s field trip to New Mexico on May 18.
Purple Passion Mine. The group consisted of
(See Page 7 in Rock Talk for more information.) people from many different states.
This is an all-day trip with all the promise of a
Jim Jacobs gave an outstanding presentation
terrific outing.
on how to recognize gold ore in the many forms
Members were reminded of the Adopt-Ait displays in various rocks.
Highway cleanup on May 11. (See Page 6 in
Door and raffles prizes were won as follows:
Rock Talk for further information.)
50/50 prize of $68 was won by Marietta
Steve Fowers restored a display cabinet to be Fitzhugh. Other winners were Marta Rodovska,
placed at the Show Low Museum. Ursula Wilson Dave Adams, Judy Buchholz, Mary DeMattei,
will arrange the display of minerals and fossils
and Donna Pollard.
found in Arizona.
There being no further business to discuss,
Show Chairman Gary Alves gave an update on
the meeting was adjourned at 3:25 PM.
July’s Show. The club voted to dedicate this
year’s Show to the memory of Darryl Burnett.
Suzanne Fern encouraged members to display
Respectfully submitted by:
Show posters around town throughout the
Hope Rubi, Secretary
month of June and distributed a signup sheet
for those wishing to volunteer at the Show.
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Congratulations to Hazel Wolfe (Zdig.org and White
Mountain Dinosaur Exploration Center) and friend of
WMGMC! On Monday May 6, 2019, a special
announcement took place at the Arizona Museum of
Natural History in Mesa. Hazel was honored by having
a dinosaur named after her. The “critter” is named
Suskitytrannus hazelae, and more fondly, is nicknamed
Hazel’s Coyote Tyrant. More info to follow as it
becomes available.

We are looking for more rock specimens to help support the KIDS’ ROCK PROGRAM during
the yearly rock show. Please help by supplying polished or rough specimens by name, and if
possible, location in which they were found. The rocks should be around a QUARTER to
HALF DOLLAR in size. If possible, we would like to have 50 each or more. If you have any
questions, please call Stan or Jeannie Arneklev at 480-213-4187.

Agate

Chrysocolla

Payson Geodes

Apache Tears

Crystal Citrine (From Brazil)

Petrified Wood (Natural)

Azurite (Need)

Fluorite (Need)

Petrified Wood (Polished)

Bubble Gum Agate
(From Quartzsite, AZ)

Glauberite
(From Camp Verde, AZ)

Pink & Black Marble
(From Etna, CA)

Calcite (Need)

Green Banded Rhyolite

Quartz (Need)

Carnelian

Iron Pyrite (Fools Gold)

Selenite (Desert Rose)

Chalcedony

Jasper (Need)

Serpentine (Need)

Chert (From Texas)

Obsidian

Zebra (Need)

Opalite (From CA)
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From Rocky Mountain Federation News — September 2012 By Sheryl E. Sims,
The Shawnee Slate, 9/12

Membership in a mineral club is like being a member of any
sporting organization. The similarities abound! A good team is
made up of several people interested in a common objective.
The same holds true for our mineral clubs. As with any team,
participants may come from different backgrounds, but they
contribute in many different ways to the success of that team.
Each club member should support their club, even if it’s only in
a small way. It’s important to remember that support leads to
participation. Participation leads to increased membership and
club activities.
Teams have managers. Mineral clubs call them officers/
directors. They take the lead in planning and ensuring that the
club operations are successfully carried out. If you notice in
sports, while managers are actively involved in the game, the
success of the game doesn’t rest solely on their shoulders.

Everyone has a part to play, and it’s the
team who, in fact, contributes to its success.
Every team has its “starters,” that core group
of members who regularly show up to
meetings. How we count on them! There’s
nothing worse than arranging for a speaker,
only to be met with poor attendance.
Starters volunteer to help club officers
find speakers, organize field trips, and even
bring refreshments. If there is a will, there is
a way, with starters! Their “can do” spirit is to
be commended, and they frequently agree to
serve as officers. They are ready to serve on
nominating committees when you need them as
well. Starters are those committed members
who refuse to watch their club fade away due
to lack of interest. Their warm smiles and
friendly personalities create the inviting
atmosphere that we all enjoy. Maybe you feel
that you can’t do the types of things that
starters do. If you don’t have time to fully
take on such a role, why not agree to assist
them with a particular task? It’s a great way
to learn and to connect with other members.
This is especially true for new members.

Jump right in and let someone know that you’d
like to help!
Pinch-hitters are valuable. We all know the
pinch-hitters in our clubs. These individuals
are great in emergencies, aren’t they? They
step in and give presentations when speakers
can’t be found. They give “so-and-so” a ride to
the meeting when their car breaks down and
are pros at multitasking.
You’ll find them setting up at mineral shows
and breaking down displays when others are
long gone. Pinch-hitters are quick to volunteer
to take the club’s minutes when the secretary
is out. They put their heads together and get
the audio visual equipment working when
gremlins strike. Pinch-hitters arrive early to
meetings with an extra bottle of soda or plate
of cookies “just in case.” Pinch-hitters must
have been scouts at one time or another
because they are always prepared. They are
also quick to share club information with
visitors when club officers are otherwise
engaged.
(Continued on Page 6)
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(LET’S PLAY, continued from Page 5)

Do you think that you can’t do anything for
When it comes to veteran members, just like your club? Do you like to write or maybe have
in sports, no one can do without them. If your suggestions to share? Can you provide ideas
for presentations or refreshments? How
club has such seasoned members, then your
club is indeed fortunate. Their knowledge and about providing minerals for discussion, study,
or door prizes? Are you willing to serve as or
experience allows them to share expertise
help a club officer? Perhaps you have
regarding that to which we might not otherwise have access. They seem to always have a organizational skills and are willing to organize
bit of time for you. Veterans patiently explain your club’s historical documents. Maybe you
can take club pictures or create a club
things we don’t understand about minerals,
love to share their knowledge, and are able to scrapbook. As you can see, there are countless
ways to be a team player and a good club
answer historical questions. Veterans are
member. Don’t just sit back and watch!
great with young or new rock hounds, too!
They are never too tired to answer just one
Volunteer, and help your club hit a home
more question or identify one more mineral.
run!

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THE ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY CLEANUP THIS SATURDAY!
The club’s assigned cleanup area is on US60 south of town. Meet in the Show Low Arby’s parking
lot at 9:00 AM. Brookie and Larry Embry will provide safety vests, pick up sticks and bags. The more
people that attend, the better. Wear good walking, closed toe shoes, sun protection and gloves .

DARRYL BURNETT MEMORIAL SERVICE
Darryl Burnett’s Celebration of Life will be held at Valley of the Sun Mortuary and Cemetery
at 10940 E Chandler Heights Road in Chandler on Saturday June 1.The service will begin at
10:00 AM. He will receive military honors at the grave site following the indoor service. Everybody is welcome to attend both portions. As all of you should know, Darryl would request you
wear comfortable clothing. Shorts, "Life is Good" shirts, and flip flops are acceptable and
probably preferred.
Banner Gateway Hospital is dedicating a "ROCK GARDEN" in his name. This dedication will take
place on Friday May 31 at 9:30 AM in the outside sitting area next to the cafeteria. Everyone is
welcome to attend that dedication as well.
NEW MEMBER LOOKING FOR SOME INPUT
NEW MEMBER Felicity DeWitt is looking for some input from some of you “old hands” as to
what kind of lapidary equipment she might need to work with her rock specimens. She is new to
the game, and excited about the possibilities. Felicity can be reached at 928-243-1779.
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DATE: May 18
MEETING PLACE AND TIME: We will meet at St. Johns Grocery and Ace Hardware
parking lot. Meeting time is 8:00 AM for sign-in and photos. We will leave at 8:30 AM.
GENERAL ITINERY: Through St. Johns to Witch Wells, then turn right onto Zuni. We will
travel through Zuni and on to Ramah, then past El Morro, the Continental Divide, and past
El Malpais and a large lava flow from the Bandera Volcano, to Milepost 65, then turn left onto
a dirt road
VEHICLE REQUIRED: From the dirt road it will be high clearance and four-wheel drive. It
will be a ride-share at that point.
WHAT WE ARE COLLECTING: Fluorite, in emerald green, blue lavender, teal, and white.
WHAT TO BRING: A digging tool; gloves; buckets, lunch, snacks, and water. Although the
club owns a few walkie-talkies, if you own any, please bring them with you for better
communication during the caravanning.
TRIP LEADERS: Karen Dorsey and Rick Palmer

By Rick Palmer

On April 27 seven club members met at the
Walmart parking lot in Winslow and headed to
the Meteor Crater for a tour. After arriving,
we viewed a short film on the creation of the
crater, then listened to a talk about some of
meteorites that had been found in that
location. Next on the agenda was a guided tour
along the edge of the crater.
Afterwards we traveled to Holbrook to give a
try at finding meteorites near the dog park.
Everyone had a good time, and thanks to
those who came on the trip.
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By Maureen Helm
(Photos courtesy of
Stan Arneklev)

Serpentines form where peridotite, dunite, and other ultramafic (igneous dark-colored
ferromagnesic) minerals undergo hydrothermal metamorphism. Serpentines come in shades
of yellow or green and have a greasy or waxy feel. There are over 20 different serpentine
minerals; however, they are so similar that distinguishing them may be difficult and many
find it unnecessary. Serpentines range from 3-5 on the Mohs scale, identifying them from
the softer talc or harder actinolite, which they closely resemble.
Minerals from the serpentine group all have similar physical properties due to how they are

formed. They commonly occur as combinations within other fine-grained rocks and may be
difficult to distinguish from the other rock. Ultramafic rocks are rare at the earth’s surface
but can be found in large numbers at the oceanic moho, the boundary between the base of
the oceanic crust and the upper mantle. Enormous beds of serpentines lie under the earth’s
surface.
Three common types of serpentine are chrysotile and antigorite, which are common to
Arizona; and lizardite. The other forms are fairly rare. Antigorite is often translucent dark
to light olive green; the most common type used in jewelry. Chrysotile is fibrous, silky to the
touch, and has a golden sheen. The thin flexible fibers, or “threads,” come in compact masses
that can be individually peeled off and woven into fabric or pressed into other materials.
These fall into the mineral category of other asbestoses, and as we all know, the fibers are
very dangerous to health. Asbestos safety precautions should be taken when handling
chrysotile.
Locations in Arizona where serpentine has been found include the Salt River Valley on the
western edge of Phoenix and areas between Globe and Show Low. For complete directions to
the later Seneca Lake site, see Gem Trails of Arizona by James R. Mitchell.
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JUNE 1: DELTA, COLORADO: Annual show; Delta County Rock Wranglers; Heddles Recreation Center, 531 North Palmer St.; Sat. 9-5; free admission; numerous dealers offering
rocks and minerals, jewelry; exhibits; activities for children; contact Harry Masinton,
24662 Sorrento Lane, Cedaredge, CO 81413, (970) 865-3861; Email: masinton@tds.net
JUNE 6-9: FAIRPLAY, COLORADO: Annual show; Jay Penn; Fairplay, CO River Park Event
Site , 300 Platte Dr., Platte drive west of Rt. 285; Thu. 9-5, Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-5;
Free admission, Free Parking; Fairplay Gem, Mineral & Jewelry, Show, June 6-9, 2019, @

Fairplay, Colorado River Park Event Site. This outdoor event is open 9am - 5pm daily. FREE
ADMISSION, FREE PARKING. 24 dealers with gemstones, mineral specimens, slabs, rough,
jewelry, cabochons, beads, fossils, petrified wood, and equipment.; contact Jay Penn, 2324
Alvarado Dr NE, Albuquerque, NM 87110, (505) 883-4195; Email: amypenn246@gmail.com;
Website: http://abqfallshow.wixsite.com/fairplay
JULY 5-7: FARMINGTON, NEW MEXICO: Annual show; San Juan County Gem & Mineral
Society; San Juan County Fair Grounds McGee Park, 41 Rd 5568; Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun.
10-5; free admission; Vendors offering specimens and materials, rock polishing, demonstrations, and activities for children; contact Tory Bonner; Email: torycbonner@gmail.com;
Website: https://www.facebook.com/SJCGMS/
AUGUST 2-4: PRESCOTT VALLEY, ARIZONA: Annual show; Prescott Gem & Mineral
Club; Findley Toyota Center, 3201 N. Main; Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-4; Adults $5, seniors,
veterans and students $4, free admission for children under 12 with a paid adult admission;
More than 60 vendors from the Southwestern United States offering rough stones to fine
jewelry, demonstrations, displays, fluorescence tent, activities for children; contact
Melanie, 3201 N. Main, Findley Toyota Center (formerly PV Event Center), Prescott Valley,
AZ 86314, (208) 818-2363; Email: melaniecapps123@gmail.com; Website:
www.prescottgemmineral.org
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