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Once again, our April meeting had great
attendance (54), and great food, and lots of it.
Thanks everyone! To our newer members, I
hope you will each take a look at our Historian
binders to see some great photos, articles,
letters, and other items that preserve the
history of our club. The binders are brought to
each meeting and are available for you to look
through. Thanks, Stan and Jeannie! Soon our
seasonal members will be returning, and we will
give each of you lots of welcome back hugs.
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bring. In the future, we may limit the number
of guests that may attend our outings and we
may limit how many outings any guests may
participate in without joining the club. We
have liability concerns and these controls are
necessary as our club continues to grow. Please
be aware of these necessary rules and be
respectful of our trip leaders and the work
they do to come up with wonderful places for
us to go.

On a lighter side, we are gearing up for our
In April, we welcomed three new members;
July show and publicity is out with more to
Diane Moten and Gordon and Linda Nelson. We come. Our vendors, who support us, need to
look forward to spending more time with you
have our show worth their while to come here.
all at our meetings and outings.
The best thing we can do for them is to get
the word out to everyone we know so we can
During our meeting, there was discussion
about some issues that arose during our March have great attendance. I will have raffle
request letters available at the May meeting.
peridot outing. Upon arrival, rather than
We need to get some raffle prizes in the form
gathering together to get the outing rules and
of restaurant gift cards and such that must be
a group photo, everyone spread out and it was
impossible to tell who was a member, guest or return to me ASAP. Remember, a show is a big
undertaking for any club and it takes all of us
someone that just showed up who we didn’t
to have a successful show. Please volunteer to
know. IMPORTANT: Effective immediately,
help.
anyone planning on attending any future
outings MUST call the appropriate trip leader Have a great month!
(before the outing date) to let him or her know Rose Fowers
who is going and what guests they intend to

Our next meeting is May 5.
For those whose last name begins with I through Z
(Or any of you who are great cooks!)
please bring snacks and remember cleanup duties.
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Our newsletter is published monthly by
the White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club,
Inc. Any information or comments
members wish to include in the monthly
newsletter must be given to the editor at
the general membership meeting or call
the editor no later than Tuesday
following the meeting.

PRESIDENT

Membership dues are $15 for a single
membership and $20 for a couple/family.
Dues are paid the first of January each
year along with a completed application
form. Memberships initiated in
November or later in a given year are
also good for the following year.
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(unless it falls on a holiday) at the VFW
Post 9907, 381 North Central Avenue in
Show Low. Turn north off the Deuce of
Clubs at Burger King. Social half hour at
1:00 pm, meeting starts at 1:30 pm.
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Karen Dorsey

(928)536-2360

Stan Arneklev

(480)213-4187

John Bustraan

(503)312-6429
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Steve Fowers
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Donna Pollard

(480)600-2714

Bill/Linda Stalder

(928)368-4496

Steve Fowers

(928)537-2195

Brookie/ Larry Embry
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Sandra Angelo
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Historian
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Yvonne Garrett/Thomas Castro

FIELD TRIPS

Webmaster/Coalition Chair
Show Chairman
Assistant Show Chairman
Sunshine
Education, Schools
Greeter/Door Prizes/Raffle
Auctioneer
Highway Cleanup
Bonus Prizes

Meeting Room Setup/Cleanup

rmfowers0407@gmail.com
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Jim/Sandy Jacobs

Show Low: Thelma Gray
Snowflake/Taylor: Stan/Jeannie Arneklev

Pinetop/Lakeside: Peggy Lancaster
Springerville/Eager: Rick Palmer

Heber/Overgaard: Aimee Webster
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President Rose Fowers called the meeting to
order at 1:30 PM and introduced new members
Gordon and Linda Nelson. Visitors Rob Wishon,
Diane Moten and Allan Thomas were also
introduced and welcomed. (Diane Moten later
joined the club.) Club Librarian Yvonne
Garrett was also welcomed back after a
lengthy illness.
After a motion by Suzanne Fern and a
second by Ursula Wilson, the minutes of the
March meeting were accepted as published.
Treasurer Carl Hickman gave a report and
update on our club’s contributions to local
organizations.
Sandra Angelo reminded those present to
sign her book for those doing anything above
and beyond the norm for the club. B.G.
Hogarth also mentioned that the Rock Talk
newsletter is a club effort, and all contributions from club members are welcomed.
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The club has received permission to set up a
display case in the Show Low Historical
Museum. Ursula Wilson will lay out the interior
of the display case. Club members wishing to
contribute to the display, which will be on loan
to the museum, need to provide a specimen
from Arizona, and must include identification,
location where collected, and ownership
information. Specimens that will be on loan
should be given to Steve Fowers during the
May meeting and not all specimens will be
accepted, especially in the case of duplication.
We would like the display case to be set up
before the influx of our seasonal visitors and
residents. Rose will be meeting with the
museum director soon to discuss their
requirements for the display, and Steve will
“spruce up” one of our display cases. The club
has agreed to donate $100 to the museum.

Gary Alves gave an update on the July rock
show. Twelve vendors have been contracted so
Suzanne Fern mentioned that the change in far. Suzanne Fern will have sign-up sheets
the club’s statutory agent has been recorded during the May and June meetings for show
volunteers. Stan Arneklev is updating and will
with the State.
arrange for printing the show posters, and
Karen Dorsey reported on the March club
Suzanne Fern is publicity chair. Volunteers are
trip to the peridot mine in San Carlos. Rick
needed in all areas.
Palmer has planned a learning field trip to
Discussion was led by Suzanne Fern about
Meteor Crater on April 27. (See Page 6 in
the
possibility of purchasing brighter colored
Rock Talk for further information.)
vests than what we now have. The vests are
Bill Stalder gave a rundown on the door
worn by members working in the show to
prizes and the 50/50 prize to be given away
distinguish them from others. Erin Kubat
today.
offered to work with Suzanne to locate some
affordable and colorful vests.
B.G. Hogarth reported on the trip to the
Silver King mine. Rose read correspondence
Brookie Embry announced our next semireceived from members Jackie and Fran
annual Adopt-A-Highway cleanup will take
Pfeifer, who miss the club, but due to illness
place May 11. (See Page 5 in Rock Talk for
have been unable to attend meetings. Rose
further information.)
also informed the club that member Darryl
Burnett has passed away from cancer.
(Continued on Page 4)
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(Minutes, continued from Page 3)
The club has been asked to set up a booth
at Innovation Nation STEM Festival
April 27 at the old school building next to
Blue Ridge High in Pinetop, from 10:00 AM
to 2:00 PM. Anyone wishing to be involved
should call Rose before Friday, April 19 and
she will provide details.

Rose thanked Jim and Sandy Jacobs for
bringing some lovely tumbled stones to give
away.
Erin Kubat won the 50/50 prize of
$54.50. Other door prize winners were Jim
Jacobs, Brookie Embry, Carl Hickman, Dave
Adams, Jeanne Arneklev, Blue Thompson,
and Karinita Hansen.

After a short break, Geologist Donna
Pollard gave an interesting lecture on the
There being no further business, the
geologic time table of the mountains and
meeting was adjourned at 4:00 PM.
rock formations along the highway from the
Superstition Mountains, through Globe, and Respectfully submitted by:
to Show Low.
Hope Rubi, Secretary

We are looking for more rock specimens to help support the KIDS’ ROCK PROGRAM during
the yearly rock show. Please help by supplying polished or rough specimens by name, and if
possible, location in which they were found. The rocks should be around a QUARTER to
HALF DOLLAR in size. If possible, we would like to have 50 each or more. If you have any
questions, please call Stan or Jeannie Arneklev at 480-213-4187.

Agate

Chrysocolla

Payson Geodes

Apache Tears

Crystal Citrine (From Brazil)

Petrified Wood (Natural)

Azurite (Need)

Fluorite (Need)

Petrified Wood (Polished)

Bubble Gum Agate
(From Quartzsite, AZ)

Glauberite
(From Camp Verde, AZ)

Pink & Black Marble
(From Etna, CA)

Calcite (Need)

Green Banded Rhyolite

Quartz (Need)

Carnelian

Iron Pyrite (Fools Gold)

Selenite (Desert Rose)

Chalcedony

Jasper (Need)

Serpentine (Need)

Chert (From Texas)

Obsidian

Zebra (Need)

Opalite (From CA)
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Member Loren Wright’s booth at Red Door Consignment on Porter Mountain Road in Lakeside is
still open for business. He is offering a 20 percent discount on everything in his booth to club
members UNTIL APRIL 30. After that date, prices go back to normal. Let the cashier
know when you check out that you are a WMGMC member in order to receive your discount.
Take your name badge or business card with you to expedite the checkout process.

LAPIDARY CLASSES are being offered by Jim and Sandy Jacobs at Northern Pioneer
College . The cost for each of these non-college credit classes is $45. The schedule is
as follows:
April 27 — Cabochon Making — 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM (Show Low campus)
For more information, see the college website.

OTHER CLASSES: Jim and Sandy also offer classes in dowsing, gold panning, prospecting,

and how to identify gold ore. These are “in the field” instruction in the Wickenburg/Morristown
area on the second and third weekends in April. Call them at 928-242-2260.

Looking to store your rock collection in a safe and easy to retrieve location?
Rick Olson has a solution to this dilemma. He picked up bundles of rock boxes at the Tucson
show this year that he is now offering in five-box increments as follows:
Two-inch high boxes are $11/5 boxes (some assembly required)
Three-inch high boxes are $16/5 boxes
Four-inch high boxes are $16/5 boxes (some assembly required)
He can bring any orders to the next meeting on Sunday, April 7. Please call Rick at
928-251-0949 with your order.
MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR THE ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY CLEANUP ON MAY 11! The
club’s assigned cleanup area is on US60 south of town. Meet in the Show Low Arby’s parking lot at
9:00 AM. Brookie and Larry Embry will provide safety vests, pick up sticks and bags. The more
people that attend, the better. Wear good walking shoes, sun protection and gloves .

Diane Moten

Gordon Nelson
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Our April 27 field trip will be to Meteor Crater. We will join members
from other clubs. Meeting time is 8:30 AM in the Winslow Walmart parking lot.
This is a trip that is led by club Trip Leader Rick Palmer and club member Rick Olson. Reservations
are required and there may not be many spaces available. For more information on costs and details
of the tour, call Rick Olson at 928-251-0949.

By Karen Dorsey
Photos by Rick Palmer
and Stan Arneklev
On March 23 we visited the San Carlos
Reservation in a search for peridot.
We gathered in Show Low and traveled to Globe
where we bought our permits. We met up with
Emeroy and followed him to his family’s peridot
claim. The little dirt road wandered through
fields of orange poppies and blue lupine
for as far as the eye could see. The
desert has never looked so beautiful.

Emeroy’s sweet mother was there
and entertained us. There was a great
deal of loose material for us to look
through.
The trip was well attended, with 48
rockhounds present.
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By Rose Fowers

Darryl (left) is shown here
with friend Bob Fern (right),
on a club trip to Fossil Safari
in Wyoming in 2016

On April 4, 2019 our club lost a beloved member and
avid rock hound to small cell lung cancer. Darryl was
one of those “hounds” who had a great eye. He saw
rocks that most of us would walk by and miss.

Darryl retired from the Navy, as a Chief Petty
Officer after serving 21 years. He will be given full
military honors at his funeral. At this time no services
are planned, as the family has donated his body to
science in the hope that others will benefit from the research being done on small cell lung
cancer. A service will take place after his body is returned, and we will post a notice. It may
take a few months.
One of Darryl’s loves was educating the public, especially children, about geology and the
wonders of rock hounding throughout the state. Because of his desire to educate, Sherri, his
wife, has requested that any donations made in Darryl’s name be focused on entities that
promote education of the hobby he loved the most. Therefore, after speaking with Sherri, we
will be making a donation to the Earth Science Museum, in Darryl’s memory, designating the
funds be used for the Museum’s Outreach Program.
Our hearts and love are with Sherri and the family.

On March 30 a group of club members (and several
others) went on an expedition to the Silver King Mine
located in the mountains outside of Superior. Jack San
Felice was our guide. When we arrived at the mine, Jack
stood back with a grin on his face and said, “Take all the
rocks you want! And boy, did we! There were beautiful
specimens all over the place. Jack took us on a short
tour of the site, pointing out the long-gone town site,
the steps to where the hotel had stood, and places where
shoot-outs and hangings occurred.
We all had a great time, not only collecting, but learning
the history of the place. A huge THANK YOU to Mr. San
Felice for spending the
time with us!
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By Maureen Helm
(Photos from Google.com)

Amethyst is a special form of quartz
exhibiting purple colors ranging from light
pinkish-violet to dark blue-violet and it can
also be shades of red and gray. It was formed
when silicon dioxide (SiO2) dissolved in
water. When the solution evaporated, the
silicon dioxide precipitated to form quartz
crystals. The purple color comes from high
energy gamma radiation interacting with
impurities of iron and/or magnesium. It has a
hardness of seven on the Mohr's Scale. The
most famous and commercially important
amethyst are extracted from volcanic rock,
but it can also be found in igneous and
metamorphic rock.
Its crystals tend to form stubby, six-sided
prisms with a six-sided pyramid at the end,
although several locations, such as Mexico,
produce tall, elegant, prismatic crystals; some
of which are over ten feet tall. It is also
found in geodes in the gas cavities of lava
flows. Often the color is concentrated at the
tips of the crystals or can be patchy and
uneven due to changes in temperature or
iron/magnesium content during crystal
formation. Some varieties may change to a
light green color known as prasiolite, or green
amethyst. Amethyst displays weak dichroism,
meaning visible light is split into distinct
beams of different wavelengths or colors,
generally changing from gray-violet to
purple. Ultra-violet rays from the sun can

cause some amethyst to fade, so it is
important to keep specimens out of sunlight.
Amethyst is found around the world and has
been desired for lapidary work since ancient
times. The stone is included in royal
collections from ancient Egypt to the British
Crown Jewels. Today most amethyst comes
from Brazil and Uruguay. The only commercially run amethyst mine in the US is the
Four Peaks Mine near Apache Junction,
Arizona. Four Peaks Amethyst, or Arizona
Amethyst ™, has a reddish hue known as
“Siberian,” making it one of the world’s top
grades. The deposit was known by Native
Americans because some amethyst arrowheads have been found in the region. It is
rumored that some of the amethysts in the
Spanish crown jewels may be from the Four
Peaks Mine. brought back to Spain by Spanish
explorers; however, this has never been
substantiated.
The name "amethyst" came from the belief
that the gem allegedly protected from the
negative effects of alcohol. The Greek word,
"methy" is the expression for being drunk,
and "a-methy-stos" roughly translates to
"one that does not get drunk". It is the birthstone for Pisces and the month of February,
and the gemstone for the sixth marriage
anniversary. And one last fun fact, the
Smithsonian Museum has an amethyst that
weighs 400 pounds!
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APRIL 27: CORNVILLE, ARIZONA: Show and sale; Verde River Rockhounds; Windmill
Park, 9950 E. Cornville Road; Sat. 9-5; free admission; New Show! Wholesale and retail
sales, demonstrations and classes, and activities for children; contact Jan Avery, PO Box
653, Cornville, AZ 86325-0653; Email: jaelav334@gmail.com; Website: http://
www.verderiverrockhounds.com
MAY 4-5: KINGMAN, ARIZONA: Annual show; Mohave County Gemstoners; Kingman
Academy of Learning, 3420 N Burbank; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-4; free admission; Featuring hand
crafted jewelry and art, turquoise, fire agate, many slabs and cabs in a range of prices will
be offered; educational displays, silent auction and door prizes, and numerous activities for
children; contact Mary Gann, 928-757-8121; Email: quadpol@aol.com; Website:
www.gemstoners.org
JUNE 6-9: FAIRPLAY, COLORADO: Annual show; Jay Penn; Fairplay, CO River Park Event
Site , 300 Platte Dr., Platte drive west of Rt. 285; Thu. 9-5, Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-5;
Free admission, Free Parking; Fairplay Gem, Mineral & Jewelry, Show, June 6-9, 2019, @

Fairplay, Colorado River Park Event Site. This outdoor event is open 9am - 5pm daily. FREE
ADMISSION, FREE PARKING. 24 dealers with gemstones, mineral specimens, slabs, rough,
jewelry, cabochons, beads, fossils, petrified wood, and equipment.; contact Jay Penn, 2324
Alvarado Dr NE, Albuquerque, NM 87110, (505) 883-4195; Email: amypenn246@gmail.com;
Website: http://abqfallshow.wixsite.com/fairplay
JULY 5-7: FARMINGTON, NEW MEXICO: Annual show; San Juan County Gem & Mineral
Society; San Juan County Fair Grounds McGee Park, 41 Rd 5568; Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun.

10-5; free admission; Vendors offering specimens and materials, rock polishing, demonstrations, and activities for children; contact Tory Bonner; Email: torycbonner@gmail.com;
Website: https://www.facebook.com/SJCGMS/
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