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Welcome to our club, new members,

Doug Wolfe (ZDig.org), and his wife, Hazel.

Reda LaPiano, Rory Hart, and Randy and

Anyone wishing to make a donation to their

Deanne Crockett and family. We hope to see

ongoing projects may do so via their website.

you all at our meetings and field trips.

We are lucky to have so much going on up here

I am grateful for the hard work that many
of our behind-the-scenes volunteers do

on the mountain (dinosaur-wise) and we look

forward to their planned exhibit at the

throughout the year. One person who deserves Nature Center (coming soon!).
some applause is our vice president in charge

Thanks to Rick Olson, Debbie Trimble,

of programs, Sandra Angelo. Coming up with

Thelma Gray, and Steve Fowers for volunteer-

speakers/interesting programs each month is

ing with me to judge the Regional STEM Fair

no easy task. Please consider volunteering to

projects this past weekend. It is always a way

present a program even if you don’t know much to get our club name out in the community

about the topic. Preparing for a program is a
way for you to learn so much about the subject
you will present. Thank you Sandra for your
ability to multi-task!

while performing a worthwhile and fun job.
Spring is just around the corner and our trip
leaders have lots of wonderful field trips
planned for us. Plan on joining us soon!

Speaking of programs, we had an outstanding
program in March from Paleontologist

Our next meeting is April 7
For those whose last name begins with A through H
(Or any of you who are great cooks!)
please bring snacks and remember cleanup duties.

Rose Fowers
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Our newsletter is published monthly by
the White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club,
Inc. Any information or comments
members wish to include in the monthly
newsletter must be given to the editor at
the general membership meeting or call
the editor no later than Tuesday
following the meeting.

PRESIDENT

Membership dues are $15 for a single
membership and $20 for a couple/family.
Dues are paid the first of January each
year along with a completed application
form. Memberships initiated in
November or later in a given year are
also good for the following year.
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We meet the first Sunday of the month
(unless it falls on a holiday) at the VFW
Post 9907, 381 North Central Avenue in
Show Low. Turn north off the Deuce of
Clubs at Burger King. Social half hour at
1:00 pm, meeting starts at 1:30 pm.

Rose Fowers

(928)537-2195

VICE PRESIDENT

Sandra Angelo

(928)537-3726

2ND VICE PRESIDENT

Maureen Helm

(402)660-6149

SECRETARY

Hope Rubi

(928)228-8851

TREASURER

Carl Hickman

(928)536-3744

carlhickman8@earthlink.net

EDITOR

B.G. Hogarth

(928)532-3043

hogarths@citlink.net

Rick Palmer

(928)245-3920

palmer57@frontiernet.net

Karen Dorsey

(928)536-2360

Stan Arneklev

(480)213-4187

John Bustraan

(503)312-6429

Suzanne Fern

(928)892-5236

Mike Park

(602)228-0982

Aimee Webster

(602)503-8417

afwebster61@gmail.com

Gary Alves

(928)679-3644

Garyalves.chairman@gmail.com

Steve Fowers

(928)537-2195

Peggy Lancaster

(623)262-3859

Donna Pollard

(480)600-2714

Bill/Linda Stalder

(928)368-4496

Steve Fowers

(928)537-2195

Brookie/ Larry Embry

(928)537-0760

Sandra Angelo

(928)537-3726

Historian

Jeannie/Stan Arneklev

(480)213-4187

Librarians

Yvonne Garrett/Thomas Castro

FIELD TRIPS

Webmaster/Coalition Chair
Show Chairman
Assistant Show Chairman
Sunshine
Education, Schools
Greeter/Door Prizes/Raffle
Auctioneer
Highway Cleanup
Bonus Prizes

Meeting Room Setup/Cleanup

rmfowers0407@gmail.com
mreenhelm@hotmail.com

tdpollard@msn.com

Jim/Sandy Jacobs

Show Low: Thelma Gray
Snowflake/Taylor: Stan/Jeannie Arneklev

Pinetop/Lakeside: Peggy Lancaster
Springerville/Eager: Rick Palmer

Heber/Overgaard: Aimee Webster
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President Rose Fowers called the meeting to
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Gary Alves gave an update on our July rock

order at 1:30 PM and introduced new members show. Sandy Jacobs announced they are giving
Reda LaPiano and Rory L. Hart.
There being no corrections or changes to
the February minutes, motion to accept was
made by Thelma Gray. The motion passed
after a Second by Mary Johnson.
Vice President Sandra Angelo reminded us
to sign her book for those who do something
above and beyond the norm for the club. She
announced that Doug Wolfe from the Zuni
Dinosaur Institute for Geosciences would be
our guest speaker.
Treasurer Carl Hickman gave February's

lapidary classes at Northland Pioneer College
in Snowflake starting March 23. (See Page 4
in Rock Talk.) Rick Olson has specimen boxes
for sale and is leading a field trip April 13.

(See Pages 4 and 5 in Rock Talk)
The STEM Fair was held last weekend at NPC
in Snowflake. Club members Debbie Trimble,
Thelma Gray, Rose Fowers, Steve Fowers, and
Rick Olson were judges for the event.
After a short break Doug Wolfe from the
Zuni Dinosaur Institute for Geosciences gave
an insightful lecture on new and exciting

financial report. BG Hogarth reminded

paleontology finds. The organization will be

today’s door prizes.

donation from the club.

members to submit articles of club interest to moving to the Nature Center in Lakeside soon.
the newsletter. Bill Stalder gave a rundown on Rose Fowers presented the Institute a $500
Field Trip Coordinator Rick Palmer reported
that February’s cancelled trip would now take
place as the March field trip. Location, times,
meeting place, etc. remain the same. See
details on Page 5 of Rock Talk. Plans have
been finalized for a separate trip to the
Silver King Mine near Superior. See Page 6 in

Prize winners: The 50/50 prize of $56 was
won by Justin Hermes. Debbie Trimble, Joyce

Alves, and Donna Pollard were door prize
winners. Rick Olson, Hunter Reyes, and Erin
Kubat won the raffle prizes.
There being no further business to discuss,
the meeting was adjourned at 3:30 PM.

Rock Talk for more information.
Respectfully submitted by:
Hope Rubi, Secretary
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Bring your renewals to the club meetings or mail it in any time during March.
Remember, for those new members joining in October, November, or December of 2019,
you don’t need to renew your membership; it is good through December 2020.

Member Loren Wright’s booth at Red Door Consignment on Porter Mountain Road in Lakeside is
still open for business. He is offering a 20 percent discount on everything in his booth to club
members. Let the cashier know when you check out that you are a WMGMC member in order to
receive your discount. Take your name badge or business card with you to expedite the
checkout process.

LAPIDARY CLASSES are being offered by Jim and Sandy Jacobs at Northern Pioneer
College . The cost for each of these non-college credit classes is $45. The schedule is
as follows:
March 23 — Lapidary and Stone Polishing — 8:00 AM to1:00 PM (Show Low campus)
April 13 — Rock Tumbling — 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM (Snowflake campus)
April 27 — Cabochon Making — 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM (Show Low campus)
For more information, see the college website.

OTHER CLASSES: Jim and Sandy also offer classes in dowsing, gold panning, prospecting,

and how to identify gold ore. These are “in the field” instruction in the Wickenburg/Morristown
area on the second and third weekends in April. Call them at 928-242-2260.

Looking to store your rock collection in a safe and easy to retrieve location?
Rick Olson has a solution to this dilemma. He picked up bundles of rock boxes at the Tucson
show this year that he is now offering in five-box increments as follows:
Two-inch high boxes are $11/5 boxes (some assembly required)
Three-inch high boxes are $16/5 boxes
Four-inch high boxes are $16/5 boxes (some assembly required)
He can bring any orders to the next meeting on Sunday, April 7. Please call Rick at
928-251-0949 with your order.

Reda LaPiano

Roy L’Hart
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DATE: March 23, 2019
MEETING PLACE AND TIME: Arby’s parking lot in Show Low, off of
Highway 260. We will meet at 7:30 AM for sign-in and are leaving
PROMPTLY at 8:00 AM. If you need a ride we can take care of it.
GENERAL ITINERY: We will travel to Globe, turning left at the first stoplight. We will stop
at the Circle K to purchase permits to travel on the reservation. The permits are $10/person
and you will need IDs. The price for collecting Peridot is $35 per five-gallon bucket. BRING
CASH!!
VEHICLE REQUIRED: No special requirements, but high clearance is always best.
WHAT WE ARE COLLECTING: Peridot
WHAT TO BRING: Rock hammers, chisels, tools for prying rocks open, buckets, zip-lock bags
for smaller crystals, snacks, and water.
TRIP LEADERS: Rick Palmer and Karen Dorsey. If you have questions, call Karen at
928-536-2360.

By Rick Olsen, President, Southwest Chapter
Fluorescent Mineral Society
If you are fascinated with the beauty of fluorescent minerals, then you might want to
consider joining the FMS in a field trip scheduled for Saturday, April 13. Membership is not
required!
Treasure hunters will explore the Purple Passion Mine and/or the Hogan Claim, and if time
permits, the Big Spar Mine, all near Wickenburg, Arizona. Meeting place is at the McDonalds
parking lot just east of Wickenburg on Highway 60 at 8:30 AM with departure at 9:00 AM.
You must pay a $15 collection fee at the Purple Passion Mine.
Bring a hat, sunscreen, water, and wear boots or other apparel to repel snakes. Don’t forget
general rock collecting equipment and a UV lamp. A lamp will be available in the viewing area.
Contact Rick Olson at 928-251-0949 to sign-up for this outing to a premier collecting site.
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(Note: This is not a club sponsored trip.)
In the last 25 years of the 19th century, the Silver King was the greatest silver mine in
Arizona, producing an estimated 42 million dollars worth of silver ore. Because of a
diminishing reserve of ore and higher production costs, the mine shut down. However,
there is still silver in them thar hills!
It took me (your editor) a while to figure out how to get a tour group in there. My
brother-in-law is one of the owners, but he is unable to lead tours. He directed me to
another owner, Jack San Felice. Jack is an historian and author and he will be our guide.
What he doesn’t know about the Silver King and Pinal County history isn’t worth knowing,
so he will be able to answer any and all questions you might have. He will also have copies of
the book he has written about the Silver King on hand if anybody would like one. (I have
this book, and it is fascinating.) The book sells for $20; take cash.
He limits the size of his tour groups, and of this date, all slots for this trip are
filled. No children or pets are allowed. Four-wheel drive is a necessity; the road to
the mine is primitive. So here is the game plan for the trip:
1. Those signed up for the trip will meet in the usual place, the parking lot across from
Arby’s in Show Low in time to leave at 7:30 AM on Saturday, March 30. We must all leave
together in a convoy.
3. We will drive to Superior where we will meet Mr. San Felice promptly at 10:00 AM
outside of Porters Café on Main Street. He will have liability waivers for each of us to
sign, and will lead us in a convoy out to the mine.
4. As we approach the minesite you will see a large headframe 77 feet high made out of
steel pipes and beams (Editor’s note: see photo at top of page). We will park in available spots next to the hoist house.
GUIDELINES: Wear clothes that are flexible for mild or chilly weather. Wear sturdy
shoes or boots — the rattlesnakes are out. Take cameras, snacks, and water. DO
NOT wander away from the group and DO NOT climb the large ore piles. Take a
rock hammer and sack or container for ore samples you can collect, and gloves. You
might also want to take sunglasses.
Mr. San Felice will give a brief talk at the parking site and go over mine safety rules
and the history of the mine. He will have large 11X17 display photos.
He says to have fun, but drive safely, and be careful. Afterall, this is a minesite with
many things that could injure you.
If you have any questions, please call Karen Dorsey at 928-536-2360 or BG Hogarth at
928-532-3043.
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By B.G, Hogarth*
Photos courtesy https://
www.minerals.net/mineral/realgar.aspx

When it comes to poisonous material, we normally think of snakes and scorpions and other
creepy crawly creatures. But did you know that rocks and minerals can be poisonous, too?
Of course we know about uranium and its radioactivity.
Realgar is one of those cautionary minerals, as it has an arsenic sulfide composition. It
has its uses; however, one must always remember to handle with gloves or wash their hands
afterwards.
Realgar has a striking ruby-red color that stands out in the mineral world.
So what kind of use is found for this questionable mineral? It is used in fireworks, and
has long been used as a red pigment. Because of its beauty, it is also a collector’s item.
However, it must be stored carefully. Realgar is a photosensitive mineral and will alter
to pararealgar upon prolonged exposure to light. Pararealgar is unstable and will eventually
crumble into a yellow powder if left in the light. Therefore it must be kept in a closed and
covered container. Occasional exposure won’t harm it.
As might be expected, it has a low MOHS of 1.5-2. It is found in igneous, sedimentary,
and metamorphic rock formations in low-temperature hydrothermal veins, volcanic hot
springs, arid borate deposits, and occasionally in metamorphic marble pockets. It is found
with lead, silver and gold ores in Hungary, Bohemia and Saxony. In the US it occurs notably
in Mercur, Utah; Manhattan, Nevada; and in the geyser deposits of Yellowstone National
Park.

*Maureen Helm, our Second Vice President who normally writes this column is lain low
with broken bones from a fall from her horse. Remember her in your thoughts and
prayers
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MARCH 7-10: DEMING, NEW MEXICO: Annual show; Deming Gem & Mineral Society,
Inc.; SWNM State Fairgrounds in Deming, 4300 Raymond Reed Blvd.; Thu. 9-5, Fri. 9-5,
Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-5; Free admission; 54th Annual Rockhound Roundup. Everything from rough
rock to finished jewelry and equipment for sale. Plus, there will be demonstrations, silent
and live auctions, guided field trips, activities for youth, raffle and gift drawings, and a
variety of food. There is something for everyone; contact Marilyn Page, P.O. Box 1459,
Deming, NM 88031, (575) 544-9019; Email: thedgms@gmail.com; Website: thedgmsclub.com
MARCH 8-10: COTTONWOOD, ARIZONA: Annual show; Karmic Beads & Gems; Verde
Valley Fairgrounds, 800 E. Cherry St.; Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-4; free admission;
Cottonwood Gem, Mineral & Jewelry Show is a treasure trove of gems, mineral specimens,
crystals, cabs, jewelry, and beads — rough and polished; contact Jennifer Macias, Prescott,
AZ, (619) 261-8765; Email: karmicbeadsandgems@yahoo.com; Website: karmicbeadsandgems.rocks
MARCH 15-17: ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO: Annual show; Abq. Gem & Mineral Club;
Expo NM State Fairgrounds, Creative Arts. Bldg., 300 San Pedro NE, 87108; Fri. 10-6, Sat.
10-6, Sun. 10-5; $3, Kids under 13 are free, Friday is DOLLAR DAY; Treasures of the
Earth. Door prizes, raffle, silent auctions, displays, junior table. 50 dealers offering
gemstones, mineral specimens, slabs, jewelry, beads, cabochons, fossils, tools, and
equipment; contact Jay Penn, 2324 Alvarado Dr. NE, Albuquerque, NM 80440, (505) 8834195; Email: jaypenn246@gmail.com
MARCH 16-17: ANTHEM, ARIZONA: Annual show; Daisy Mountain Rock and Mineral
Club; Boulder Creek High School, 40404 N. Gavilan Peak Parkway ; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4;
adults $4, seniors and students $2, free for kids under 12; jewelry, minerals, fossils,
fluorescents, beads, wire wrapping, geodes, and activities for kids; contact Ed Winbourne,
1717 west Medinah Ct, Anthem, AZ 85086, (978) 460-1528; Email: ewinbourne@gmail.com;
Website: Daisy Mountain Rock and Mineral Club
APRIL 27: CORNVILLE, ARIZONA: Show and sale; Verde River Rockhounds; Windmill
Park, 9950 E. Cornville Road; Sat. 9-5; free admission; New Show! Wholesale and retail
sales, demonstrations and classes, and activities for children; contact Jan Avery, PO Box
653, Cornville, AZ 86325-0653; Email: jaelav334@gmail.com; Website: http://
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