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Welcome back to a former member Judy
Harrell. During our February meeting (52 in
attendance), we welcomed new members Justin
and Melody Hermes and their son John. Also
joining was long time friend and helper,
Marietta Fitzhugh.
Special thanks to Trip Leaders Karen and
Rick for continuing to locate areas for us to
collect our treasures. New members Jim and
Sandy Jacobs have stepped up to volunteer to
assume the job of set up, tear down, and
obtaining liquid refreshments at our meetings.
Thanks to Marta for handling this job for so
long.
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Go to the bar area and speak to the bar
manager if you have temporary needs. You
don’t have to be a VFW member to get help for
you and yours.
Although our July show seems very much into
the future, we are busy working on getting the
word out. Our show is now listed on four web
sites hoping to draw some vendors. I recently
learned that the Farmington, New Mexico show
will be held on the same weekend as ours, this
year and for the next two years. That may lure
away some vendors wanting to participate in a
larger show. Good publicity is the key to our
having a great attendance so we plan to devote
a lot of energy in getting the word out.

Did you know that the VFW has a supply of
gently used canes, walkers, wheelchairs, shower
Have a great month! As always, I am always
seats, and other equipment available for those available by phone if you have any suggestions,
who need them? They can be checked out and
concerns or comments.
returned when they are no longer needed.
Rose Fowers

Our next meeting is March 3.
For those whose last name begins with I through Z
(Or any of you who are great cooks!)
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Our newsletter is published monthly by
the White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club,
Inc. Any information or comments
members wish to include in the monthly
newsletter must be given to the editor at
the general membership meeting or call
the editor no later than Tuesday
following the meeting.

PRESIDENT

Membership dues are $15 for a single
membership and $20 for a couple/family.
Dues are paid the first of January each
year along with a completed application
form. Memberships initiated in
November or later in a given year are
also good for the following year.
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We meet the first Sunday of the month
(unless it falls on a holiday) at the VFW
Post 9907, 381 North Central Avenue in
Show Low. Turn north off the Deuce of
Clubs at Burger King. Social half hour at
1:00 pm, meeting starts at 1:30 pm.

Rose Fowers

(928)537-2195

VICE PRESIDENT

Sandra Angelo

(928)537-3726

2ND VICE PRESIDENT

Maureen Helm

(402)660-6149

SECRETARY

Hope Rubi

(928)228-8851

TREASURER

Carl Hickman

(928)536-3744

carlhickman8@earthlink.net

EDITOR

B.G. Hogarth

(928)532-3043

hogarths@citlink.net

Rick Palmer

(928)245-3920

palmer57@frontiernet.net

Karen Dorsey

(928)536-2360

Stan Arneklev

(480)213-4187

John Bustraan

(503)312-6429

Suzanne Fern

(928)892-5236

Mike Park

(602)228-0982

Aimee Webster

(602)503-8417

afwebster61@gmail.com

Gary Alves

(928)679-3644

Garyalves.chairman@gmail.com

Steve Fowers

(928)537-2195

Peggy Lancaster

(623)262-3859

Donna Pollard

(480)600-2714

Bill/Linda Stalder

(928)368-4496

Steve Fowers

(928)537-2195

Brookie/ Larry Embry

(928)537-0760

Sandra Angelo

(928)537-3726

Historian

Jeannie/Stan Arneklev

(480)213-4187

Librarians

Yvonne Garrett/Thomas Castro

FIELD TRIPS

Webmaster/Coalition Chair
Show Chairman
Assistant Show Chairman
Sunshine
Education, Schools
Greeter/Door Prizes/Raffle
Auctioneer
Highway Cleanup
Bonus Prizes

Meeting Room Setup/Cleanup

mreenhelm@hotmail.com

tdpollard@msn.com

Jim/Sandy Jacobs

Show Low: Thelma Gray
Snowflake/Taylor: Stan/Jeannie Arneklev

Pinetop/Lakeside: Peggy Lancaster
Springerville/Eager: Rick Palmer

Heber/Overgaard: Aimee Webster
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President Rose Fowers called the meeting
to order at 1:30 PM and introduced new
members Justin, Melody, and John Hermes
and Marietta Fitzhugh. Guests introduced
included Julia Kubat, Wilma Hein, Ronnie and
Bonnie Bond, and Joseph, Vanessa, Lanakai,
Tara, and Athena Slicher.

She also asked those interested in judging the
STEM Fair in Snowflake on March 2 to notify
Rose Fowers or Rick Olson.

Bill Stalder gave a rundown on the prizes
for today.

starting March 23. Cost is $45 per class. (See
Page 4 in Rock Talk for further information.)

Karen Dorsey gave a report on the January
field trip and discussed the February trip
scheduled for Saturday, February 23. (For
details, see Page 6 in Rock Talk.) BG Hogarth
is working on getting permission to visit the
Silver King Mine. Details will appear in the
February Rock Talk. You Tube has interesting
information on the Silver King.

Rose requested club members to volunteer
for the meeting programs. Carl Hickman gave
today’s program, a knowledgeable and
interesting presentation on radiation.

Rose thanked Jim and Sandy Jacobs for
volunteering to take over the setup and take
down for the meetings.

Respectfully submitted by:

Donna Pollard is performing an outreach
program at schools in the surrounding area in
April and May. She is requesting donations of
tumbled rocks for the program for souvenirs
Motion was made by Thelma Gray to accept so the children can remember their
minutes from our last meeting, with a second experience.
by Carols Stephens. Vice President Sandra
Show chair Gary Alves gave an update on
Angelo reminded us to put our name in her
preparations for the July show at Hon-Dah.
book if we do anything above and beyond for
Stan Arneklev requested donations of egg
the club.
cartons (one dozen compartments only) and
The Treasurer’s Report was given by Carl
tumbled labeled rocks for the children’s area
Hickman.
at the rock show in July.
B.G. Hogarth reminded us to let her know
Jim and Sandy Jacobs are conducting
of any interesting items for the newsletter.
lapidary classes at Northland Pioneer College

After a short break, Bill Stalder announced
the 50/50 amount of $54.50 went to Sandy
Calendar. Other prize winners were Steve
Fowers, Erin Kubat, Tippy Mueller, Jeannie
Steve Fowers explained the workings of the Arneklev and Wendi Knowles.
silent auction, and encouraged members to
There being no further business the
donate items for the event.
meeting was adjourned at 3:30 PM.
Hope Rubi
Secretary
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Bring your renewals to the club meetings or mail it in any time during February or
March.
Remember, for those new members joining in October, November, or December of 2018,
you don’t need to renew your membership in January, as your membership is good through
December 2019.
Member Loren Wright’s booth at Red Door Consignment on Porter Mountain Road in Lakeside is
still open for business. He is offering a 20 percent discount on everything in his booth to club
members. Let the cashier know when you check out that you are a WMGMC member in order to
receive your discount. Take your name badge or business card with you to expedite the checkout process.
LAPIDARY CLASSES are being offered by Jim and Sandy Jacobs at Northern Pioneer
College . The cost for each of these non-college credit classes is $45. The schedule is
as follows:
March 23 — Lapidary and Stone Polishing — 8:00 AM to1:00 PM (Show Low campus)
April 13 — Rock Tumbling — 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM (Snowflake campus)
April 27 — Cabochon Making — 8:00 AM to 1:00 PM (Show Low campus)
For more information, see the college website.

Justin, John, and Melody Hermes

Marietta Fitzhugh
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Turquoise is an opaque, blue-to-green mineral that is a
hydrated phosphate of copper and aluminum, with the chemical
formula CuAl₈·4H₂O. It is rare and valuable in finer grades and
has been prized as a gemstone and ornamental stone for
thousands of years owing to its unique hue. In recent times,
turquoise has been devalued, like most other opaque gems, by
the introduction onto the market of treatments, imitations and
synthetics.
Mojave Turquoise, although valuable and unique in its own
right, is one of those forms of the treated stone that has added to the devaluation of pure
turquoise. The name “Mojave Turquoise” is a bit misleading and many people prefer to use the
term “Mojave Stone” instead.
The process of making Mojave Stone was created by the Arizona Kingman Mine in Mojave
County, Arizona. The trademark was activated in 1975 and expired in 1997. Mojave Turquoise
is crafted through a process that uses a brick-of-base network of pieces of turquoise from
the Kingman mine mixed with a bronze metal matrix, which is then hydraulically pressed into a
conglomerate. Once assembled and pressed, it stabilizes into a hardened stone that ranks 5 to
6 on the Mohs hardness scale. Only about three percent of the stones taken from the
Kingman Turquoise Mine are naturally hard enough to be used unprocessed and these
specimens are among the most valuable turquoise on the market today. The vibrant variety of
colors found in Mojave Turquoise are one of the most popular trends in the world of jewelry
and fashion.
Turquoise has long been thought of as a holy stone or talisman that brings good fortune.
Turquoise played a substantial role in many Native American cultures, especially those of the
Southwest. It was even used as currency. The word “turquoise” is a derivative from an old
French word meaning "Turkish stone" because the stone was introduced to Europe by Venetian
traders who purchased turquoise at Turkish bazaars. These stones likely came from the Sinai
Peninsula in Iran where turquoise has been mined since 6000 BCE. The Persians called
turquoise "firouze" which means “victorious.” Turquoise is the national gemstone of Iran.
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DATE: February23, 201 9
MEETING PLACE AND TIME: Arby’s parking lot in Show Low, off of
Highway 260. We will meet at 7:30 AM for sign-in and are leaving
PROMPTLY at 8: 00 AM. If you need a ride we can take care of it.
GENERAL ITINERY: We will travel to Globe, turning left at the first stoplight. We will
stop at the Circle K to purchase permits to travel on the reservation. The permits are $10/
person and you will need IDs. The price for collecting Peridot is $35 per five-gallon bucket.
BRING CASH!!
VEHICLE REQUIRED: No special requirements, but high clearance is always best.
WHAT WE ARE COLLECTING: Peridot
WHAT TO BRING: Rock hammers, chisels, tools for prying rocks open, buckets, zip-lock
bags for smaller crystals, snacks, and water.
TRIP LEADERS: Rick Palmer and Karen Dorsey. If you have questions, call Karen at
928-536-2360.

 February 22-24: Clarkdale, AZ: Annual show; Mingus Gem & Mineral Club; Clark

Memorial Clubhouse Auditorium, 19 N. Ninth Street; Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4; free;
44th annual show with daily raffles, dealers and demonstrators offering Arizona and SW
agates, tumbled stones and petrified wood, fossils, gems, beads and findings, cabochons,
geodes, lapidary gifts. Contact Michael Kavanagh; Email: kavanagh1368@yahoo.com;
Website: mingusclub.org/upcomingshow.html

 March 2-3: Mesa, AZ: Annual show; Apache Junction Rock & Gem Club. Skyline High

School, 845 S Crismon Rd.; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4; adults $3, students $1 (with ID), and free
admission for children 12 and under when accompanied by an adult; jewelry, gem, bead, rock,
slab, and fossil dealers, with lapidary equipment, a gem-tree making activity, silent auction,
and activities for children; contact Ed Lindsey, PO Box 712 , Apache Junction, AZ 851170712; Email: Apachejrgc@ajrockclub.com

 March 8-10: Cottonwood, AZ: Annual show; Karmic Beads & Gems; Verde Valley Fair-

grounds, 800 E. Cherry St.; Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-4; free admission; Cottonwood Gem,
Mineral & Jewelry Show is a treasure trove of gems, mineral specimens, crystals, cabs,
jewelry, and beads — rough and polished; contact Jennifer Macias, Prescott, AZ,
(619) 261-8765; Email: karmicbeadsandgems@yahoo.com; Website: karmicbeadsandgems.rocks
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As most of you know, Steve and I went to Quartzite in

January to meet up with friends and do some shopping for
ourselves and our club. We drove south after the Globe show and spent six days dry camping
in the desert with rock people from several states. When our friends left, we spent four days
at an RV park in town as we were out of water and needed showers.
When we first arrived, we drove to the designated meeting spot in the desert and located
our friends (south of town several miles and off the highway quite a distance). We were
surprised that the number of RVs seemed a bit low. Within a couple of days and as time got

closer to the pow wow opening, the surrounding desert and town were full of thousands of RVs.
Most days we drove into town to do a little shopping, then came home and sat around like
bums. We spent some time at Desert Gardens (mostly rock vendors) and Tyson Wells (mostly
craft items, food trucks, yard sale items, and some rock vendors). We decided to avoid the
the pow wow crowds and drove out in the desert to collect a few yard rocks of Quartzite.
There are many events and vendors around town, but it seems that the highlight of the month
is the pow wow.

A giant white tent was set up in town filled with vendors typically found at home and garden
shows (who needs hot tubs in the desert?). We went through the tent last year and decided
that we didn’t want to be packed in like sardines again this year. After going through the tent
last year we both got the flu. Another good reason for us to avoid it this year! There are also
RV dealers everywhere.
If you have not been to Quartzite during their big events in January, you should try to go
at least once for the experience. Rocks, beads, lapidary equipment and supplies, fossils and

people are everywhere! Be prepared to meet the challenge of a parking space close to your
destination. Patience is required. Be prepared to walk a lot, be overwhelmed by the number of
people you will see, and take lots of cash. Cash is required by most of the permanent stores
and restaurants. Cash also helps you to get a better deal from vendors.
All things said, yes, we will return to the “circus” next year!
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Article and Photos by
Rick Palmer
On January 26 club rockhounds visited two areas; first for Apache Tears and then for
epidote and garnets. We left Show Low at 8:30 AM and headed to Superior. There we
met up with members of the Globe and Apache Junction clubs. This rounded up a nice
large group, which was about to get even larger. Arriving at the creek bed by Wagon
Wheels Trailhead, we met up with other rockhounds already working on the hardest
part of the road. Later we met about 20 or so horseback riders coming down the hill.
Obviously, parking was at a minimum. After the group photo shoot, club members
spread out on the trail around the hill. Some gathered by the caves and some worked
the bare spots along the trail, but everyone came back with some Apache Tears. We
later went over by the Silver King Mine for epidote and garnets. This was a great
collecting ground, providing a number of good samples. Everyone had a good time.
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