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December arrived with a bang when we
received some much-needed snow!
Speaking of needing, we need a volunteer to
take over getting the liquid refreshments from
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Please notify Sunshine Chair Peggy Lancaster if
you know of any club member who is having
health challenges .
Thanks to everyone who brought wonderful

the VFW during our meetings. The job also

food for our December party. Special thanks to

requires setting up the tablecloths and dishes

Vice President Sandra Angelo for once again

prior to the potluck. Although the job has been being our party coordinator. Also, thanks go to
ably done by Marta, she needs a break. The job Debbie Trimble and her elf for the Christmas
could be done by more than one person if you
want to team up. Please consider volunteering.

decorations and setup.
From our family to yours, have a safe and

Best wishes to members Darryl Burnett and wonderful Holiday season. See you next year!

Jim Jacobs, who are having health issues.

Rose

Our next meeting is January 6.
For those whose last name begins with I through Z
(Or any of you who are great cooks!)
please bring snacks and remember cleanup duties.
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Our newsletter is published monthly by
the White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club,
Inc. Any information or comments
members wish to include in the monthly
newsletter must be given to the editor at
the general membership meeting or call
the editor no later than Tuesday
following the meeting.

PRESIDENT

Membership dues are $15 for a single
membership and $20 for a couple/family.
Dues are paid the first of January each
year along with a completed application
form. Memberships initiated in
November or later in a given year are
also good for the following year.
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We meet the first Sunday of the month
(unless it falls on a holiday) at the VFW
Post 9907, 381 North Central Avenue in
Show Low. Turn north off the Deuce of
Clubs at Burger King. Social half hour at
1:00 pm, meeting starts at 1:30 pm.

Rose Fowers

(928)537-2195

VICE PRESIDENT

Sandra Angelo

(928)537-3726

2ND VICE PRESIDENT

Maureen Helm

(402)660-6149

SECRETARY

Hope Rubi

(928)228-8851

TREASURER

Carl Hickman

(928)536-2236

carlhickman8@earthlink.net

EDITOR

B.G. Hogarth

(928)532-3043

hogarths@citlink.net

Rick Palmer

(928)245-3920

palmer57@frontiernet.net

Karen Dorsey

(928)536-2360

Stan Arneklev

(480)213-4187

John Bustraan

(503)312-6429

Suzanne Fern

(928)892-5236

Mike Park

(602)228-0982

Aimee Webster

(602)503-8417

afwebster61@gmail.com

Gary Alves

(928)679-3644

Garyalves.chairman@gmail.com

Steve Fowers

(928)537-2195

Peggy Lancaster

(623)262-3859

Education, Schools

Donna Pollard

(480)600-2714

Greeter/Door Prizes/Raffle

Linda Stalder

(928)368-4496

Auctioneer

Steve Fowers

(928)537-2195

Brookie/ Larry Embry

(928)537-0760

Sandra Angelo

(928)537-3726

Historian

Jeannie/Stan Arneklev

(480)213-4187

Librarians

Yvonne Garrett/Thomas Castro

FIELD TRIPS

Webmaster/Coalition Chair
Show Chairman
Assistant Show Chairman
Sunshine

Highway Cleanup
Bonus Prizes

Meeting room setup/cleanup

mreenhelm@hotmail.com

tdpollard@msn.com

Marta Rodovska

Show Low: Thelma Gray
Snowflake/Taylor: Stan/Jeannie Arneklev

Pinetop/Lakeside: Peggy Lancaster
Springerville/Eager: Rick Palmer

Heber/Overgaard: Aimee Webster
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President Rose Fowers called the meeting
to order at 1:00 PM and introduced guests
Donna Phaxon and Karen Hickman.
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second by Larry Embrey, the corrected
minutes were accepted.
Carl Hickman has been working diligently

Rose mentioned the club needs one or more with Suzanne Fern and will be taking over as
volunteers to take over the position of
coordinating the potlucks that members enjoy
at the beginning of the meetings. The job
involves setting up the tables, acquiring the
tablecloths and implements, acquiring the
beverages from the VFW, and then taking
everything down and cleaning up at the end of
the meeting. Marta Rodovska has been doing
an amazing job for quite some time, but she

would like to take a break. One suggestion was
for someone to alternate weeks with her.
Treasurer Suzanne Fern presented the
treasurers report. Motion to accept the
minutes from the November meeting was made
by Steve Fowers. Rick Olson mentioned a

treasurer in January 2019.
No field trips are scheduled for December.
Karen Dorsey mentioned a possible trip to the
Woodpecker Mine by Superior. The roads in
the area are reported to be in rough shape.
Anyone interested in trying this should call
either Rick Palmer or Karen Dorsey.
On a sad note, club member Darryl Burnett
from Chandler has been diagnosed with Stage
Four cancer. Those who would like to help his
family can go to (Help Darryl Beat Cancer) at
GoFundMe.com
There being no other business, it was
agreed to carry on with the Christmas party.

correction to the minutes, which incorrectly

Respectfully submitted:

stated that he was leading a trip to the Tiger

Hope Rubi

Mine in search of Wulfenite. He is not leading
the trip. Correction was duly noted, and with a

Secretary
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This area in which we live is truly a paradise for those who love going out into nature.
Nothing is more satisfying than listening to the breeze singing through the trees, the
lingering scent of the desert after a rainstorm, watching a herd of feral horses drink from
a stream, or finding that perfect gemstone for which you have long been searching.
While we are enjoying nature, however, we also must be aware of certain regulations
and even dangers that we might encounter. Here are a few of them.

Rules and Regulations About Native Plants

reasonable amounts.

The Native Plant laws that protect plants
everywhere in Arizona require that the
plants not be harmed by humans. This
includes digging them up, shooting them,
stealing skeletons, collecting the seeds or
picking the flowers. About 30 different
plants and almost all cacti are on the Native
Plant protected lists. Civil penalties and
fines range up to $2500 and six months in
jail for violating these laws. In state and
national parks the laws are even more
specific. It is against the law to collect
plants, harm plants or animals, pick up any
type of plant skeleton, collect wood, or pick
up archaeological or historical objects or
even take rocks from the parks.

Petrified wood may be collected for
personal use in amounts up to 25 pounds per
day, but no more than 250 pounds per year.
Contact the local BLM office for permission
to remove pieces heavier than 250 pounds.
Some of the above information comes
from the BLM web page. They also offer
this piece of advice: “Please help preserve
our heritage. Treat cultural sites with
respect. Do not touch petroglyphs or remove
artifacts. Report crimes to resources
including vandalism, dumping and suspicious
activity at 1-800-637-9152.”
Warning!!!

Remember the earlier statement about
dangers that might be encountered? Here is
Collecting Artifacts and Fossils
one to be aware of. Our beautiful and often
No collection is allowed on public lands of remote mountain land is also a target for
any artifacts, ancient or historical, This
illegal marijuana farms, and those growers
includes arrow heads or flakes, pottery or
DO NOT want anyone nosing around their
potsherds, mats, rock art, old bottles or
property. If you should find yourself in one
pieces of equipment and buildings. These
of these areas, take a GPS reading and leave
items are part of our national heritage and
immediately. Report your findings to the
scientists are still learning much from them. Arizona Department of Public Safety. The
Human burial remains on both public and
local number is 928-474-0728.
private land are protected by federal and
Some signs of a possible “farm” are lots of
state law from being collected.
trash and one-inch size black plastic tubings
It is illegal to collect vertebrate fossils,
on the ground for irrigation.
but invertebrate fossils may be collected in
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Rhyolite is an igneous, extrusive volcanic rock high in silica.
Formation occurs most often in continental or continentmargin volcanic eruptions where granitic magma reaches the
surface. In its molten form, rhyolite has a higher viscosity
(thickness) than other forms of magma. Because it is more
viscous, air bubbles can become trapped within, making it
frothy like the foam on a cappuccino. The formation of
pumice results when large amounts of air become trapped.
Some specimens of pumice contain enough air to float in
water. The larger air bubbles can create vugs (cavities) in the

rock where the trapped gases and moisture may form
crystals, opal, or glass-like material.
Rhyolite has a Mohs hardness of 6–6.5, with small crystals difficult to see without
magnification. It may have any texture; glassy, fine and indistinguishable (aphanitic), or large
and grainy (porphyritic) crystals. Color varies from shades of white, pink, red or yellowishbrown, to green and gray. It is composed of quartz, plagioclase, and sanidine; with smaller
amounts of hornblende and biotite.
Flow banding occurs when magma cools while still in movement. The bands or stripes are
created by the action of the viscous magma making contact with a solid surface or by
compaction, which causes shards and pumice to become flattened and welded together.
Rhyolite can also form swirls and create circular inclusions.
Rhyolite was historically used by Native Americans to make tools and arrowheads when
better material, such as chert, was not available. Today, due to its prevalence and hardness,
rhyolite is used as crushed rock in building and paving materials. The more colorful and
intricate banded and swirled rhyolite is sought by collectors, often polished to make jewelry.
Throughout most of Arizona, rhyolite can be found in washes, road cuts, and buttes. The
most desired colorful, banded, and swirled rhyolite can be found 27.5 miles north of Wenden
near Alamo Lake; approximately six miles north of Carefree off Forest Road 24; and about
three miles southeast of St. David in the hills along Apache Powder Road. Complete directions
to these sites can be found in Gem Trails of Arizona by James R. Mitchell.
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 January 11-13: GLOBE, AZ: Annual show; Gila County Gem & Mineral Society; Gila

County Fair Grounds, 900 E. Fairgrounds Rd.; Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4; adults $3; more
than 40 displays, numerous vendors, lapidary equipment, jewelry, books, mineral specimens,
copper art, demonstrations of bead making, silver smithing, wire wrapping, Fossil and Gem
Pit; contact JodiBrewster, (623) 810-9780; Email: jodibrewster66@gmail.com;
Website: gilagem.org

 February 8-10: Quartzsite, AZ: Annual show; Quartzsite Gold, Treasure and Craft

Show; QIA Building, 235 N. Ironwood; Fri. 9-4, Sat. 9-4, Sun. 9-3; $5 Admission good for
all three days; Vendors, inside and out, selling and demonstrating gold prospecting equipment, nuggets, jewelry, coins and more. Speakers demonstrations, questions and answers regarding metal detectors and other prospecting equipment. Plus, there will be door prizes including gold nuggets, and metal detectors, among others.; contact Richard Trusty, (651) 587
-6136; Email: QuartzsiteAZGoldShow@gmail.com; Website: QuartzsiteAZGoldshow.com

Thanks to all the elves who continue to make the Christmas/Holiday party a
success. Setup and takedown was efficient. The decorations were festive,
the table centerpieces amazing, the food was varied and yummy (we have
many great cooks in our club), the ham, turkey, and beef were roasted just
right, and the music provided just the right amount of background ambience.
The gift exchange was fun. (We also have a lot of creative thinkers in our
group.) Year-end prizes were pretty awesome, but then again, we pick out
what we would like to receive. We also had time to socialize. I don’t know
about the rest of you, but I had a wonderful time and I am ever so grateful
to belong to such an incredible group. I wish you all a joyous holiday season
and a terrifically happy and healthy new year.
Sr. Elf Sandra
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The Prescott Gem and Mineral Club is hosting the Rocky Mountain Federation Annual Meeting in
August 2019. This is a big undertaking for any club, so if you can help with organization and
planning, let Rose know and she will put you in contact with Meeting Chair Melanie Capps. More
info will be provided as it becomes available.
DON’T FORGET THE MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM ON PAGE 9!!!
For those new members joining in October, November, or December of 2018, you don’t need to
renew your membership in January, as your membership is good through December 2019.
Marta would like some help, or someone to take over the responsibilities of the setup and
teardown for our monthly potlucks. She would be willing to trade off weeks if desired. Please
consider helping her with this task.

Club member Loren Wright is closing his booth at Red Door Consignment on Porter Mountain
Road in March. Loren is offering a 20 percent discount off any item at his booth, which contains
many rock-related items. Be sure to tell the cashier when checking out that you are to receive
this discount as per Loren’s instructions.
Donna Pollard will soon be contacting the various school districts on the mountain to arrange for
a revival of our educational program to students by means of their science classes. Thanks to
the Earth Science Museum in Phoenix and the work of Mardy Zimmermann, Outreach and
Education Coordinator for the museum, our club was given some educational material
(specimens) to teach young people about our hobby. Our club donates to the museum to support
their outreach programs. Please call Donna If you have any “inside contacts” to area schools.
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The November 17 trip to the Young and Q Ranch area was the last club field trip of
this year. We met at the parking lot by June’s Café in Heber; then Karen led us to
three great places off the 202 road near Young. In the first area, we found agate and
jasper. Traveling on, we found some lovely green, red, and blue-green soapstone rocks.
The route to the third collecting area was somewhat more difficult to navigate, but was
well worth the trouble. There we discovered some great serpentine and some chrysotile. The entire route was scenic and beautiful and the weather was great. Thanks to all
who came out!
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