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Well, winter has arrived! We seemed to skip fall
As we prepare to enter into the New Year, if
this year as the beginning of this month was
I am reelected as your President, I would
encourage us to set and meet some goals. One
greeted by a very wet snowstorm.
goal is to increase our membership. Another
A warm welcome goes to new members,
goal is to expand our educational opportunities
Jim and Sandy Jacobs, Mary DeMattei, and
by more participation in events held in our
Hunter Reyes! The October meeting was well
communities throughout the year. A third goal
attended with 52 members and guests.
is to have the best gem and mineral show ever
Thank you, Junior Member Cole Jackson, for next July. A fourth goal is to provide members
writing most of our Rock of the Month articles with more informative programs during our
over the past year. Due to his school schedule
meetings and more exciting adventures out in
and other demands, Cole has had to bow out.
the field.
We sincerely wish Cole all the best as he
Thanks to everyone who has volunteered to
navigates through his high school years.
hold
an office or other position in 2019! You are
Maureen Helm has volunteered to take over the
each
very much appreciated.
research and writing of the articles beginning in
November. Thanks, Maureen!
As a little reminder to everyone, we pay for
Rose Fowers
the drinks that are provided by the VFW at our
meetings. A donation cup is always nearby.
Please help by donating to help defer the cost
of the beverages.
(Editor’s Note: See page 11 for a ballot for
your use in the upcoming club officers
election.)

Our next meeting is November 4.
For those whose last name begins with A through H
(Or any of you who are great cooks!)
please bring snacks and remember cleanup duties.
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Our newsletter is published monthly by
the White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club,
Inc. Any information or comments
members wish to include in the monthly
newsletter must be given to the editor at
the general membership meeting or call
the editor no later than Tuesday
following the meeting.

PRESIDENT

Membership dues are $15 for a single
membership and $20 for a couple/family.
Dues are paid the first of January each
year along with a completed application
form. Memberships initiated in
November or later in a given year are
also good for the following year.

We meet the first Sunday of the month
(unless it falls on a holiday) at the VFW
Post 9907, 381 North Central Avenue in
Show Low. Turn north off the Deuce of
Clubs at Burger King. Social half hour at
1:00 pm, meeting starts at 1:30 pm.

Rose Fowers
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The meeting was called to order by President Rose Fowers at 1:30 PM. Guests were
Rory Hart, Mike Bowman, Felicity DeWitt,
Natasha Ramirez and daughter Jayna. Rose also
welcomed Jim and Sandy Jacobs and Steve
Rich. The motion to accept last month’s minutes
was made by Bill Stalder with second by
Dave Adams. The motion carried.

Vice President Sandra Angelo thanked all the
excellent and informative presentations we've
had through the year and asked for volunteer
educational presenters for the 2019 meetings.
She also reminded everyone to sign her book
who does anything above and beyond the norm
for the club. Rose gave the treasurers report
for Suzanne Fern who is out of town.
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Secretary: Hope Rubi
Rock Talk Editor: Brenda (BG) Hogarth
Field Trip Co-Chairs: Rick Palmer and Karen
Dorsey
Board members: Stan Arneklev, Mike Park,
Evva Ripperda, Suzanne Fern, and
John Bustraan.

Sandra distributed a signup sheet for the
holiday potluck scheduled for December 2 at
1:00 PM. Donna Pollard, Linda Stalder and
Thelma Gray volunteered to cook the meat.
Setup starts at 11:00 AM. Marta Rodovska is in
charge of setting up the buffet and Debbie
Trimble is in charge of decorations. Please
contact them if you'd like to help. A gift
exchange of rock-related items costing no more
Karen Dorsey reported that some beautiful
than ten dollars as well as some great year-end
fire agate was found on the September field
trip. The next trip is scheduled for October 27. prizes are also planned.
Those attending should meet at 8:00 AM in the
Rick Olson, President of the Florescent
parking lot between the Dino Museum and
Mineral Society in our area, will be conducting a
McDonalds in Springerville. The collection site
field trip Nov 11. Call Rick to let him know if you
is north of Luna, New Mexico (weather
are interested in attending.
permitting). This trip requires a four-wheel
drive, high profile vehicle. Dress appropriately
Contact Rick Olson or Rick Palmer If you are
for winter weather.
interested in attending the 39th Annual New
Mexico Mineral Symposium on November 10-11.
Rick Olson brought in club T-shirts, hats, and
decals to sell.
Jeanne & Stan Arneklev gave an informative
demonstration on creating gem trees. Next
Rose announced a four-hour parking lot rock
month Steve Fowers will be speaking on Trona.
sale in Globe on November 10. Tables are ten
dollars each.
Door and raffle prizes were handed out.
Mary Johnson won a colored glass prism,
Hon-Dah has confirmed July 6–7, 2019 for
Dave Adams won a pair of silver and blue
our rock show, which is the July 4 weekend....
crystal earrings, and Steve Fowers won a barite
Thank you Rose for making this happen.
rose from Oklahoma. Donna Pollard won the
50/50 prize of $52.50. John Bustraan won an
Loren Wright has a booth at the Red Door
Consignment. Members were encouraged to stop amethyst, Loren Wright won an amethyst
by for a ten percent discount on all of his mer- eode, and Steve Fowers won a jeweler’s loop.
chandise.
There being no further business to discuss the

We will vote on club officers at the November meeting. The nominations are as follows:
President: Rose Fowers and Rick Olson
Vice President: Sandra Angelo
Second Vice President: Maureen Helm
Treasurer: Carl Hickman

meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,
Hope Rubi, Secretary
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DATE: October 27
MEETING PLACE AND TIME: McDonalds and Western Drug parking
lot, Springerville, 8:00 AM; leaving at 8:30.
GENERAL ITINERY: We will be traveling north of Luna, New Mexico, past the rodeo
grounds to the 220 road.
VEHICLE REQUIRED: Four-wheel drive, high clearance
WHAT WE ARE COLLECTING: Call her to see
WHAT TO BRING: Rock hammers, pick axe, buckets, lunch, plenty of fluids
TRIP LEADERS: Rick Palmer and Karen Dorsey.

Rockhounds West is hosting the October
coalition trip to Sycamore Creek on October
27. Outing leader is Ron Rada. We will meet at
10:00 AM at Cholla Ranch Road, between mile
marker 127-128 on Highway 93 about 70 miles
north of Wicknburg
From there we travel about a quarter mile
to a parking place for non-4x4 vehicles and
will shuttle people to the collection site.
We will be collecting banded rhyolite,
commonly called lizard stone. This material is
found in a six-inch seam that runs for about
100 yards in a creek bank.
Please bring hammers, chisels, pry bars,
and protective clothing, gloves, glasses,
etc. If you do not have tools, members of the
Rockhounds West will assist you. We want
everyone to go home with all the lizard stone
they want. This is high desert so bring plenty
of water, lunch, and sunscreen. Weather can
change quickly so be prepared.

Please wear your club badge. For more
information, please contact Roy Goble.
E-mail: rlgoble42@yahoo.com
Phone: 913-909-0019

The Payson club, which had to cancel
its May coalition trip, has decided to
reschedule for Saturday, November 3.
Those wishing to attend should meet at
the west side of the Circle K in Starr
Valley (about ten minutes east of Payson
on Highway 260) at 8:45 AM, with a
departure at 9:00. Trip leader Lynn
Wheeler will have maps, liability sheets,
etc.
The collection area is Christopher
Mountain, about 30 minutes east on
Highway 260 past Starr Valley, where
the rockhounds can search for jaspers
and fossils. Some digging is necessary, so
bring the necessary tools.
Bring lunch, chairs, and enjoy chats
with other coalition club members. And
please wear your club name badges.
For more information, please contact
Lynn Wheeler.

E-mail: lynnewheeler@gmail.com
Phone: 938-978-4062
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The ironwood tree (Olneya Tesota) which produces a satin finish wood
is native to the southwest deserts, ranging across the southern half of
Arizona into upper Sonora, Mexico. The ironwood tree is a spinney semievergreen often growing to a height of 30 feet. Because it is slow
growing, a large tree is probably several hundred years old.
Depending on conditions, it requires from fifty to perhaps a hundred
years or more for an ironwood tree to cure properly after it has died.
Olneya ironwood is very hard and heavy. Its density is greater than water
and therefore it sinks and does not float downstream in washes.
Unlike the petrified wood that we find in our area, ironwood is not
premineralized. However, due to its considerable hardness, artifacts
made from the wood, such as arrow heads, hoes, etc., have been found in
prehistoric ruins of the Southwest dating from 1000 to 3000 years ago.
It is one of the most beautiful woods in the world due to its grain
structure and satin finish. Its bark is gray and flakey.
Modern day “tool” makers continue to use Ironwood for their artwork.
The best wood for working purposes is usually obtained from trees that
have cured in a standing position, as they have not been subjected to the
attack of ants, termites, worms, etc. Seldom is a useable lot found on the
ground even though it is virtually indestructible by deterioration.
A non-petrified piece of ironwood resembles petrified wood in density
and weight. Although it is not a fossil, it is included here for that reason.
The picture of an ironwood in this article was provided by Reenie Cooper,
Utah, from her collection. It was collected in an area near Quartzite.

The Fluorescent Mineral Society field trip for November will be to Chavez Canyon, about ten
miles south of Socorro, New Mexico. The date is Sunday, November 11 and we will leave from
the McDonalds parking lot in Springerville at 1:30 PM. Material available is calcite and
travertine, which both fluoresce. Agate is found in the washes further into the canyon. Most
any vehicle can make the trip to the canyon. Bring basic tools, a hat (there is no shade),
sunscreen, snacks and water. For further information contact Rick Olson
at walkaround@earthlink.net or call 928-251-0949.
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 October 12-14: BUCKEYE, AZ: Annual show; West Valley Rock & Mineral Club;

Buckeye Arena, 802 North 1st Street, Miller Road; Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-2; Admission
$3, Children free; contact Lara Serbin, 11442 South Wilson Lane, Goodyear, AZ 853385312, (602)-405-2926; Email: lara@serbinstudio.com;
Website: http://www.westvalleyrockandmineralclub.com/

 October 13-14: SIERRA VISTA, AZ: Annual show; Huachuca Mineral and Gem Club;

Cochise College, 901 N. Colombo Ave; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4; Free Admission; Geode cutting/
sales, free gem stone identification, family friendly, all handicapped accessible, free parking; contact Maudie Bailey, 5036 S. San Carlos Ave, Sierra Vista, AZ 85650, (520)-2491541; Email: gmbailey@msn.com; Website: huachucamineralandgemclub.info

 October 20-21: SEDONA, AZ: Annual show; Sedona Gem and Mineral Club; Sedona

Red Rock High School, 995 Upper Red Rock Loop Rd; Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4; Adults $3,
Children free ; Dealers, displays, kid's adventure, hourly and grand raffle prizes, minerals,
rocks, agates, gemstones, crystals, jewelry, beads, and lapidary supplies.; contact Patti Polk,
3534 E. Bellevue St., Tucson, AZ 85716, (520)-237-0421; Email:
webstuff1954@hotmail.com; Website: www.sedonagemandmineral.org

 November 2-4: BLACK CANYON CITY, AZ: Annual show; High Desert Helpers; High
Desert Park, 19001 E. Jacie Lane, 20687 E Tara Springs Rd; Fri. 9-4; Free Admission.
Vendors will be selling rough rocks, minerals precut cabs, slabs, and jewelry. Contact
Bonnianne Martin, AZ, (509)-421-5242; Email: bonnim68@gmail.com.

 November 17-18: PAYSON, AZ: Annual show; Payson Rimstones Rock Club; Longhorn

Gym, W. Longhorn Rd. and N. McLane Rd.; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4; adults, seniors and students
$2, children 12 and under free; 18 vendors, fluorescent mineral display, silent auction,
children's treasure hunt, spinning wheel, and activities; contact Becky Bagshaw, 8962 Fossil
Creek Rd., Strawberry, AZ 85544, (928) 476-3419; Email: LBagsfam@aol.com

 November 17-18: MESA, AZ: Apache Junction Rock and Gem Show; Skyline High

School, 845 S. Crimson Rd.; Sat. 9am-5pm, Sun. 10am-4pm; Adults $3, students with ID $1,
free admission for youth under 12; This show benefits a scholarship fund for local students.
Vendors from across Arizona. Contact Tom Mortensen, (480) 620-8178;
Email: tmorteno75@hotmail.com.

 December 1: CORNVILLE, AZ: Show and sale; Verde River Rockhounds; Windmill Park,
9950 E. Cornville Road; Sat. 9-4; free admission; mineral specimens, crystals, decorative
yard rock, cabochons, spheres, petrified wood, rough rock, slabs, loose gems, jewelry, rock
art, meteorites, lapidary equipment and more, parking is free; contact Jan Avery;
Email: jaelav334@gmail.com; Website: www.verderiverrockhounds.com

 January 11-13: GLOBE, AZ: Annual show; Gila County Gem & Mineral Society; Gila

County Fair Grounds, 900 E. Fairgrounds Rd.; Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4; adults $3; more
than 40 displays, numerous vendors, lapidary equipment, jewelry, books, mineral specimens,
copper art, demonstrations of bead making, silver smithing, wire wrapping, Fossil and Gem
Pit; contact JodiBrewster, (623) 810-9780; Email: jodibrewster66@gmail.com;
Website: gilagem.org
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The Prescott Gem and Mineral Club is hosting the Rocky Mountain Federation Annual Meeting in
August 2019. This is a big undertaking for any club, so if you can help with organization and
planning, let Rose know and she will put you in contact with Meeting Chair Melanie Capps. More
info will be provided as it becomes available.
For those new members joining in October, November, or December of 2018, you don’t need to
renew your membership in January, as your membership is good through December 2019.
We have confirmed with Hon-Dah that we will be able to host our gem and mineral show on
July 6-7, 2019 with setup taking place on July 5. Gary Alves will be our show chair once again
Dr. Ray Grant has been working on the fourth edition of his book Mineralogy of Arizona. In
addition to the main chapter on Arizona mineral occurrences, he is writing a new chapter on
Arizona gemstones. We will announce purchase availability as soon as we know!
If you know anyone who is ill or has lost a loved one, please call our Sunshine Chair, Peggy. She
will send a card to let them know we are thinking of them.
The Gila County Gem Club is hosting a mini rock sale on Saturday, November 10 from 10:00 AM
to 2:00 PM. This parking lot sale will be at 411 W. Live Oak (US 60) in Globe. Tables for your
rocks and rock related items are provided by the club at a $10 cost per table. Call
Jodi Brewster at 623-810-9780 if you want to be a vendor or for more information.
Club member Loren Wright has a booth at Red Door Consignment on Porter Mountain Road.
Loren is offering a ten percent discount of any item at his booth, which contains many rockrelated items. Be sure to tell the cashier when checking out that you are to receive this
discount as per Loren’s instructions.
Donna Pollard will soon be contacting the various school districts on the mountain to arrange for
a revival of our educational program to students by means of their science classes. Thanks to
the Earth Science Museum in Phoenix and the work of Mardy Zimmermann, Outreach and Education Coordinator for the museum, our club was given some educational material (specimens) to
teach young people about our hobby. Our club donates to the museum to support their outreach
programs. Please call Donna If you have any “inside contacts” to area schools.
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Elections for club officers for 2019 will be held at the November meeting. Two members have
put their hats in the ring for the position of club president; incumbent Rose Fowers and
challenger Rick Olson. Rock Talk thought it would be a good idea for both candidates to
submit a short summary about themselves and what they would like to see for the future of
the White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club.
My name is Rick
Olson and I am
running for
president. I have
been in the club
since my move to
this area eight
years ago.
I have served as both field trip
chairman and show coordinator for four
years. I was also vice president for
almost one year.
Previously I served two separate twoyear terms as president for the
Sitzmark Ski Club, the oldest ski club in
the Chicago area, which had 300
members.
If elected I would like to continue
supporting our club and fellow officers
in promoting the Earth Sciences. I
would like to cut back on the duties of
president as outlined in the club's bylaws and promote the club further in
both Navajo and Apache Counties.
If you are in agreement, I would
appreciate your vote. Thank You.
Rick Olson

I am once again
happy to be running
for the position of
your club president
for year 2019; a
position I have held
for the past two years.
During that time I
have created and
modified procedures that have resulted in a
more effective and organized club. Membership has increased, as well as educational and
field opportunities. Our reputation as a club
has become more positive as I take every
opportunity to promote our club and our
outreach within the various communities with
whom I have contact.
Those of you who have come to know me
over the past six years of my membership
know that I love our club and am always
available to listen to your concerns, suggestions, and yes, criticisms. When I became
your president, I replaced a person who had
been president for 10 years. At that time, I
told the club I knew I had some big shoes to
fill, and I followed that with the statement
that I would be wearing different shoes. Ever
since, I have been the first point of contact
for potential members and visiting rock
hounds. I enjoy my service to the White
Mountains Gem & Mineral Club and the
members’ friendships. I have appreciated our
times together and willingly and happily
accept my responsibilities to you all. Thank
you for your consideration.
Rose Fowers
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On September 20, the club went back to one of my favorite places, the top of Lee Russel
Canyon for agate, chalcedony, and crystal. After meeting at the Western Drug parking lot
about 36 rockhounds made their way to Reserve, New Mexico. We stopped there to visit
with Gary's Rock Shop. Everybody enjoyed looking and buying a few pieces. Afterwards we
made our way to the top of that beautiful canyon. Much more material had been exposed
from the summer rains. Many great pieces were found with several people finding some
very good pieces of tube or straw chalcedony. We will visit again. Thanks to all who
attended!
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The following article appeared My Valley News, Hemet, CA in August. Congratulations to
our own local Paleontologist, Doug Wolfe (Springerville)!!
Excitement filled the air in the laboratories of the
Western Science Center Museum Friday, Aug. 24, as
the fossils arrived from a New Mexico dig of a new
species of armored dinosaur, the "Invictarx zephyri,"
for local paleontologists to study.

The dinosaur has heavy armored scales and is called a
nodosaur. It comes from the Menefee Formation dig in
New Mexico and is believed to have lived 80 million
years ago. It is the first new species named from the
dig, according to Western Science Center's Dr. Andrew
McDonald, curator of the museum.
McDonald, working with Doug Wolfe of the Zuni
Dinosaur Institute for Geosciences, wrote the description of the findings, which were published in the open
access science journal, Peeri.

EDITOR’S NOTE: This drawing
was made to look as if one was
looking down from a tree at the
top of this creature in order to
show what his armored plates
may have looked like.
From an article “A New Nodosaur
from New Mexico “
https://
blog.everythingdinosaur.co.uk

"It's a slice of time we don't know much about.
Dinosaurs of any kind are rare in North America rocks
of this age," McDonald said. "The fossils we have are
fragmentary, but they provide a hint of more discoveries to come. This is currently the only named species of
armored dinosaur for this time in North America. We
will inevitably discover more about armored dinosaurs
from this time period in the future: Invictarx is just
the start."
The studies by McDonald, fellow museum paleontologist
and executive director Dr. Alton Dooley, visiting paleontologists and others will continue for years at the museum labs.
Nodosaurs are part of the larger group of ankylosaurian

dinosaurs. They lacked the iconic tail club of their relatives, but brandished massive shoulder
spikes instead. The name Invictarx zephyri can be translated as "unconquerable fortress of
the western wind." "Invictarx was collected from strata containing coal from ancient swamps,
along with standing petrified tree stumps, giant crocodiles, turtles everywhere and dinosaurs
we've yet to describe. Eighty million years ago, the now treeless badlands of New Mexico would
have resembled modern coastal swamps in Louisiana or Southeast Asia," Wolfe, CEO and chairman of the Zuni Dinosaur Institute for Geosciences, said.
The three partial fossilized skeletons of Invictarx, collected under permits on U.S. Bureau of
Land Management land, were collected in 2011 and 2015 by McDonald and Wolfe, as well as
staff and volunteers from the Southwest Paleontological Society and the Zuni Dinosaur
Institute. The specimens, which include fossils from the Natural History Museum of Utah and
the Western Science Center, were prepared for research and display by staff and volunteers
from both institutions.
Information can be found at http://www.westerncentermuseum.org or call (951) 791-0033.
(reprinted in part from MayValleyNews.com)
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Members may bring the completed ballot to the November meeting. If mailing your ballot,
please do so in time to be received NO LATER THAN OCTOBER 30, 2018. Please mark
“Ballot” on the face of your envelope. Mail-ins will be opened during the November meeting by
an ad hoc committee appointed by the president. Mail to: PO Box 3504, Show Low, AZ 85902.
If you want to do a candidate write-in, please make sure you have received their permission to
do so.
Circle the name of the candidate of your choice and USE ONE BALLOT PER ADULT MEMBER.

OFFICE

PRESIDENT

NAME
Fowers, Rose
Olson, Rick

VICE-PRESIDENT

Angelo, Sandra

SECOND VICE-

Helm, Maureen

TREASURER

Hickman Carl

SECRETARY

Rubi, Hope

EDITOR

Hogarth, B.G. (Brenda)

FIELDTRIP CHAIRS

Dorsey, Karen

(Choose 2)

Palmer, Rick
Arneklev, Stan
Bustraan, John

BOARD MEMBERS
(Choose 4)

Fern, Suzanne
Park, Mike
Ripperda, Evva
Write-in

WRITE-IN
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(From Earthquake, the newsletter of
the Earth Science Museum in Phoenix.
Contributed by Rose Fowers)
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