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White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club
P.O. Box 3504
Show Low, Arizona 85902
www.whitemountain-azrockclub.org
whitemtngmc@gmail.com

Welcome to new members, Robert “Bud”
Neely and Erin Kubat. Bud is the brother of
member Sandy Callender. Erin is one of our
younger members and has already attended a
meeting and gone on one of our outings. I look
forward to getting to know you both. For those
members who joined while I was gone, a great
big welcome to you too!
In October we take nominations from the
floor for our 2019 officers and board. Elections
take place during the November meeting. If any
of you are interested in any position (see the
bylaws posted on our website), please call me
and I will tell you what the position involves. I
would like to remain your president in 2019 but
I am always willing to “retire.” The club officers
and volunteers are who keep everything running
smoothly. Absolutely no requirement is
necessary to know everything about every rock
to be involved in the running of this club. Our
current Board of Directors has three open
slots. One of our new members has already
agreed to run for one of the board slots. This is
good because new members should try to learn
how and why the club operates. No prior
experience is necessary! Please consider
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becoming more involved in this outstanding
organization.
For our newer members, our club has one
heck of a Christmas party in place of a regular
meeting on December 2. Vice President Sandra
Angelo has coordinated the event for several
years. She will soon be distributing sign-up
sheets. Marta and her decorating “elves”
transform the meeting room into one big
“Christmas card.” Each year, we ask that two
members or families cook the meat (brisket,
turkey, ham, etc.); the cost of which is
reimbursed. Our party will be a potluck for all
the side dishes and desserts. Throughout the
year. the names of members participating in
club-related events outside of meetings are put
in a drawing for awesome rock-related year-end
prizes. In addition, a gift exchange (bring a
gift, take a gift) is part of the festivities. The
party is our big social event of the year where
we can just relax and visit. Mark your calendars
and email or call Sandra if you can help with the
meat.
Have a great month!
Rose Fowers

Our next meeting is October 7
For those whose last name begins with I through Z
(Or any of you who are great cooks!)
please bring snacks and remember cleanup duties.
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Our newsletter is published monthly by
the White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club,
Inc. Any information or comments
members wish to include in the monthly
newsletter must be given to the editor at
the general membership meeting or call
the editor no later than Tuesday
following the meeting.

PRESIDENT

Membership dues are $15 for a single
membership and $20 for a couple/family.
Dues are paid the first of January each
year along with a completed application
form. Memberships initiated in
November or later in a given year are
also good for the following year.

We meet the first Sunday of the month
(unless it falls on a holiday) at the VFW
Post 9907, 381 North Central Avenue in
Show Low. Turn north off the Deuce of
Clubs at Burger King. Social half hour at
1:00 pm, meeting starts at 1:30 pm.

Rose Fowers

(928)537-2195

Sandra Angelo

(928)537-3726

SECRETARY

Hope Rubi

(928)228-8851

TREASURER

Suzanne Fern

EDITOR

B.G. Hogarth

(928)532-3043

hogarths@citlink.net

Rick Palmer

(928)245-3920

palmer57@frontiernet.net

Karen Dorsey

(928)536-2360

Stan Arneklev

(480)213-4187

Karen Dorsey

(928)536-2360

VICE PRESIDENT
2ND VICE PRESIDENT

FIELD TRIPS

Kathleen Varhol

Webmaster/Coalition Chair

Aimee Webster

(602)503-8417

afwebster61@gmail.com

Gary Alves

(928)679-3644

Garyalves.chairman@gmail.com

Steve Fowers

(928)537-2195

Peggy Lancaster

(623)262-3859

Education, Schools

Donna Pollard

(480)600-2714

Greeter/Door Prizes/Raffle

Linda Stalder

(928)368-4496

Auctioneer

Steve Fowers

(928)537-2195

Brookie/ Larry Embry

(928)537-0760

Sandra Angelo

(928)537-3726

Historian

Jeannie/Stan Arneklev

(480)213-4187

Librarians

Yvonne Garrett/Thomas Castro

Show Chairman
Assistant Show Chairman
Sunshine
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tdpollard@msn.com
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Show Low: Thelma Gray
Snowflake/Taylor: Stan/Jeannie Arneklev

Pinetop/Lakeside: Peggy Lancaster
Springerville/Eager: Rick Palmer

Heber/Overgaard: Aimee Webster
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President Rose Fowers called the meeting to
order at 1:30 PM. Rose introduced new member
Bud Neely to the group. The minutes of the
August meeting were accepted as printed in the
August edition of Rock Talk after motions by
Aimee Webster and Carol Stephen.

Page 3

Rose announced that a few more rocks from
the Mierzwik collection remain in the silent
auction setup. The last piece of equipment was
sold at the meeting. A final check will be sent
to the estate later this month.

The club is negotiating with Hon-Dah for the
weekend
after July 4 for next year’s show.
Vice President Sandra Angelo announced that
Dave Adams would be presenting today’s
The October meeting will feature Trunk or
program. Members were reminded to sign
Treat once again. Bring all your excess rocks
Sandra’s book for any action performed for the from home in your car trunk to exchange them
club above and beyond the norm.
around the membership after the meeting.
Remember, these are swaps, not sales.
Suzanne Fern presented the Treasurer’s
Report. She has several name badges that
Rock Talk has a full-page ad for KGS
should be picked up. Suzanne thanked Sandra
Lapidary and Jewelry Supply. (See Page 9) They
for standing in for her at the August meeting. sell new and do excellent work rebuilding used
She announced that the club made a profit on
lapidary equipment. The owners are long-time
the rock and gem show. Rose agreed, saying
vendors at our shows. Rock Talk will also
that revenues from all of the show’s money
feature an article on Rose and Steve’s recent
making efforts were higher than last year.
journey around the country. (See Pages 10-11.)
Suzanne also called attention to an article she Rose and Steve plan future visits to various
wrote for Maverik Magazine.
gem shows throughout the state.
Karen Dorsey reported on the coalition trip
Rick Olson is the president of a fluorescent
in August to Pleasant Valley/Young area. In
minerals club that is planning collection trips.
spite of rain, 27 dedicated rockhounds showed Call him if you are interested in participating.
up and had a great time. This month’s trip is
After the break, Dave Adams presented an
scheduled for September 22 to Bill Russell
Canyon in New Mexico. Along the way, the group informative demonstration on grinding a small
stone with water to form a flat surface for
might stop in the town of Reserve to visit a
jewelry making. The emphasis was on preparing
rock shop that carries some amazing
opals for being made into cabochons.
merchandise. For more information on these
two trips, see Page 4 of Rock Talk.
Door prizes were won as follows:
Karinita Hansen won a pyramid.
Rose encouraged members to participate in
Mikki Kas won a bag of Apache Tears.
the silent auctions. She and Steve are planning Vickie Taylor won the 50-50 prize of $49.50.
a trip in January to Quartzsite for more
Bud Neely won a Luna Blue Agate boulder.
material for the auctions. She also reminded
BG Hogarth won a meteorite.
the group that the club needs two volunteers; a
There being no further business, the meeting
manager for the silent auctions and a treasurer.
was adjourned.
Rick Olson urged everybody to consider
purchasing club T-shirts and other items. The
T-shirts are available in several sizes, colors,
Respectfully submitted,
and designs.
B.G. Hogarth,
Brookie Embry reminded everybody that the Acting Secretary
next highway cleanup is Saturday Sept. 15. We
will meet at 9:00 AM at Arby’s parking lot.
Tools are provided. Wear appropriate clothing.
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DATE: September 22
MEETING PLACE AND TIME: We will meet in Springerville in the
parking lot between McDonalds and the Dinosaur Museum at 8:00 AM
and will leave at 8:30.
GENERAL ITINERY: We will be returning to the area above Lee Russell Canyon near
Turkey Flat by way of the Deaf and Youth Camp in Apache Creek. The rains should not be a
factor and will have uncovered more material.

VEHICLE REQUIRED: Regular vehicles should be able to make the trip although highprofile is always advisable.
WHAT TO COLLECT: Among other things, we will be collecting agate and chalcedony.
WHAT TO BRING: Be sure to have a full tank of gas. Bring your pickup sticks, water,
lunch, sunscreen, and good hiking shoes or boots.
TRIP LEADERS: Rick Palmer and Karen Dorsey.

The August 25th Field Trip started out rainy, but dedicated rockhounds that we are, we
pushed on anyway. By the time we all showed up at the parking lot by Junes Café the rain
began falling once again. We headed down Forest Road 101, signed in, and went on the hunt
for jasper, concretions, and some crystal. The rain did not stop the hardy rockhounds and
they came back with some worthy pieces. Just about the time we all returned to the
parking area, the rain lifted and gave us the only bad news — our vehicles would now need

washing! We all had a good time anyway!
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Arizona is not particularly known for its tourmaline. Most exceptional specimens come
from overseas. Yet, we do have tourmaline localities.
The name “tourmaline” actually refers to a group of closely related minerals exhibiting
the same crystal structure. The crystals are generally much longer than they are wide and
contain striated crystal faces and a cross-section that resembles a bulging triangle (or a
triangle with rounded sides). The black variety, called “schorl” is the only type of tourmaline
found in our state.
Schorl is found in several mineral environments. The finest, largest crystals collect in
granite pegmatites where the tourmaline had longer time to crystallize. It also exists within
granite rocks as small, poorly formed short crystals embedded in metamorphic rocks.
Tourmaline can occur embedded within quartz and makes high contrast specimens. Its
hardness and form (crystal habit) make this mineral easy to identify.
Tourmaline has a hardness of 7 – 7.5 on the MOHS scale. Black tourmaline can be found
in Arizona in the Bradshaw Mountains south of Prescott, northwest Phoenix, the St. David
area, and in the White Picacho Mountain district. Look for it in the mountains, road cuts, mine
dumps (with permission) and buttes.

Once again, we will have our version of “Trunk or Treat.” For rockhounds, collecting
“treats” generally means going to outings to various places to collect treasures. Most of us
have a tendency to take home more than we can use, resulting in rock piles all over our
yards, garages, and inside our homes. Here is the plan:
For the October 7 meeting, bring your excess rocks in boxes and buckets but leave

them in your vehicle. After the meeting adjourns, we will go out to the parking lot, where
trunks will open for everyone to take someone else’s treasures home. Please do not bring
rocks that you want to sell. Trades are permitted. Only bring rocks that you have no
problem giving away to a good home. You may even be able to add
rocks to your hoard. Bring empty buckets to take free rocks home,
and have fun.
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 September 7-9: COTTONWOOD, AZ: Annual show; Mingus Gem & Mineral Club;

Clemenceau Museum, 1 North Willard Street; Fri. 10-5, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-4; adults, seniors
and students $3, children free; children's section, fossil identification and education;
contact Donald Strong, 1930 Peregrine Lane, Clarkdale, AZ 86324, (928) 649-3935; Email:
d.strong42@yahoo.com

 October 5-7: ALBUQUERQUE, NM: Annual show; Expo NM St. Fairgrounds, 300 San
Pedro NE, 87108; Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9 -5; Free Admission; Abq. Fall Gem, Mineral &
Jewelry Show 2018, Open daily 9am -5pm in the Creative Arts Bldg. Contact Jay Penn,
(505)-883-4195; Email: jaypenn246@gmail.com;
Website: http://abqfallshow.wix.com/abq-fall-show.

 October 12-14: BUCKEYE, AZ: Annual show; West Valley Rock & Mineral Club;

Buckeye Arena, 802 North 1st Street, Miller Road; Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-2; Admission
$3, Children free; contact Lara Serbin, 11442 South Wilson Lane, Goodyear, AZ 853385312, (602)-405-2926; Email: lara@serbinstudio.com;
Website: http://www.westvalleyrockandmineralclub.com/

 October 13-14: SIERRA VISTA, AZ: Annual show; Huachuca Mineral and Gem Club;

Cochise College, 901 N. Colombo Ave; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4; Free Admission; Geode cutting/
sales, free gem stone identification, family friendly, all handicapped accessible, free parking; contact Maudie Bailey, 5036 S. San Carlos Ave, Sierra Vista, AZ 85650, (520)-2491541; Email: gmbailey@msn.com; Website: huachucamineralandgemclub.info

 October 20-21: SEDONA, AZ: Annual show; Sedona Gem and Mineral Club; Sedona

Red Rock High School, 995 Upper Red Rock Loop Rd; Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4; Adults $3,
Children free ; Dealers, displays, kid's adventure, hourly and grand raffle prizes, minerals,
rocks, agates, gemstones, crystals, jewelry, beads, and lapidary supplies.; contact Patti Polk,
3534 E. Bellevue St., Tucson, AZ 85716, (520)-237-0421; Email:
webstuff1954@hotmail.com; Website: www.sedonagemandmineral.org

 November 2-4: BLACK CANYON CITY, AZ: Annual show; High Desert Helpers; High
Desert Park, 19001 E. Jacie Lane, 20687 E Tara Springs Rd; Fri. 9-4; Free Admission.
Vendors will be selling rough rocks, minerals precut cabs, slabs, and jewelry. Contact
Bonnianne Martin, AZ, (509)-421-5242; Email: bonnim68@gmail.com.

 November 17-18: PAYSON, AZ: Annual show; Payson Rimstones Rock Club; Longhorn

Gym, W. Longhorn Rd. and N. McLane Rd.; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4; adults, seniors and students
$2, children 12 and under free; 18 vendors, fluorescent mineral display, silent auction,
children's treasure hunt, spinning wheel, and activities; contact Becky Bagshaw, 8962 Fossil
Creek Rd., Strawberry, AZ 85544, (928) 476-3419; Email: LBagsfam@aol.com

.
.
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A new paleontology (collecting) law known as the Paleontological Resources Preservation
under the Omnibus Public Lands Act of 2009 was passed and pertains to collecting of all
fossils on BLM land. Visit www.blm.gov to read the details.
Mark your calendars for our September 15 highway cleanup day. Meet in the Arby’s parking
lot in Show Low at 9:00 AM. Our section of US 60 south of Show Low is always in need of
cleanups. Contact Brookie at 928-537-0760 for details.
Attention new members: Login to our website and read the club’s bylaws. As a reminder, we
are a non-profit corporation and subject to all the laws that apply to non-profits.
If you know anyone who is ill or has lost a loved one, please call our Sunshine Chair, Peggy.
She will send a card to let them know we are thinking of them.
T-SHIRTS/CAPS AND ?? will be for sale at the October meeting at bargain basement
prices. Rick Olson has brought our inventory from storage and will be handling the sales. We
want to sell what is on hand before making any more. We have shirts with one and two
stencils, polo shirts, caps, and decals. All are rock-related or have the club name printed on
them.
If you spend any money for items used by the club, our treasurer must get a receipt before
you can be reimbursed. Nothing major can be purchased for the club without Board approval.
If you owe Suzanne any receipts, please take care of this by the November 2018 meeting.
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1. Never go out alone. Always have someone along who can help or call for help.
2. If children are present, always have the child within seeing and talking distance.
3. Do not collect directly above or underneath people where there might be danger of falling
rock.
4.

Park so all vehicles can get out. Do not block roadways.

5.

Do not throw rocks and don’t allow children to do so.

6.

Make sure you have your medications with you if you have any health condition.

7.

Take lots of water and snacks, clothing layers, sunscreen, trash bags, sanitary items,
first aid kit, and wear appropriate shoes.

8.

If you dig a hole, fill it in before you leave.

9.

Close all gates you drive through.

10. Notify trip leaders if you are leaving a site before the group leaves.
11. Stay informed of all collecting laws on public lands. Do not enter or collect on private
property without first obtaining the property owner’s permission.

12. Use no firearms or blasting material in collecting.
13. Cause no willful damage to property.
14. Build fires in designated or safe places only.
15. Discard no burning material.
16. Do not contaminate water sources.
17. Practice conservation.
18. Cooperate with field trip leaders.
19. Report to your club, BLM or federation officers if you find any deposits of material that
should be protected.
20. Appreciate and protect our heritage of natural resources.
21. Observe the “Golden Rule” and use good outdoor manners.
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Rose & George relax at the
quarry
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Steve hard at work
at the quarry

As most of you know, we left town just after our show in July. We were gone 44 days
and traveled through, or stayed a few days, in 13 states. What happened to Part I? We won’t
bore you with details of the first part of our trip as it was dedicated (in part) to seeing all of
our children and their families. That resulted in lots of hugs and kisses and maybe a few tears
as we left.
On our way east, we stopped in Roswell, New Mexico for our first over-night. It was
good timing on our part as we just missed the annual UFO convention the weekend before.
Darn! We had dinner with a rockhound whom we had “friended” on line through a Facebook
rock group. She gave us an Australian opal and we gave her a fire agate.
While stopping at a Cracker Barrel somewhere in the Midwest, we found several
brachiopods in the parking lot. Walking the dogs can pay off!
With several stops in between, we ended up in Ohio where we visited the Summit
Lapidary Club’s clubhouse in Cuyahoga Falls. We met several great rockhounds and got a tour of
their well-equipped lapidary shop and amazing collections. We presented them with a big chunk
of Arizona chrysocolla and a nice piece of our petrified wood. They sent us on our way with
several beautiful pieces of Ohio flint.
From Ohio, we drove to Kalamazoo, Michigan to spend a few days with a cousin. We
visited rock shops (lots of rock talk with the owners) and had lunch on the shores of Lake
Michigan. While there, we picked up some Michigan copper and a fabulous horn coral.
Unfortunately, we didn’t have time to take the drive to the Upper Peninsula to look for
Petoskey Corals. Maybe next time….
Proceeding west, we stopped in Rock Springs, Wyoming to visit family. There, we were
gifted with a Trona. Hopefully, Steve can present a program on this interesting mineral in the
future.
We arrived in Kemmerer, Wyoming and spent six days there. We met
up with club member and quarry manager, George Putnam (Fossil Safari –
Warfield Quarry). Steve worked a full day in the quarry the first day – too
hot in the afternoons. After that, we went to the quarry to collect only in the
mornings until we either had too much material or it was too hot. We met a
fellow collector from Florida and other people who love the fossils as we do.
Beautiful fish fossil
We are pleased to report that the two doggies that belonged to Gator that
from Kemmerer
George adopted are doing well and seemed to remember us as we sat around
at George’s house just talking rocks. To add to the excitement of working in the quarry, we are
happy to report the discovery of at least two fossil horses in the quarry. They are very early
horses (Eohippus?) and plans are currently underway for the excavation and preservation of
the specimens. Pretty exciting stuff out of the Green River Formation!
While in Kemmerer, we purchased a nice piece of Tiffany Stone at a rock shop. What
nice cabs it will make. We also took a day to drive out to the Blue Forest where we were lucky
to find some pieces. The area looked like a war zone – pits everywhere! It was horrible!
(Continued on next page)
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(Continued from Page 10)
We left Wyoming taking US 191 to Utah by the Flaming George. Geologic information
signs are posted all the way from the state line to Vernal. While driving, you can read the
BIG signs describing the strata and the critters found in those exposures.
Next stop was Salina, Utah where we stayed at an RV park managed by another
Facebook rockhound friend. We spent a day collecting with her (stromatolites and calcite at
two locations). She had rocks everywhere and we exchanged rocks from our respective
states.
From Salina, we drove west to Delta, Utah. We drove out to the U-Dig Trilobite
Quarry and spent hours there collecting bugs. We filled up two five-gallon buckets! As usual,
we left when it got too hot.
After Salina, we went to Orderville, Utah to (hopefully) find some septarian nodules.
From a previous trip through the area, we knew to stop at Joe’s Rock Shop. They gave us a
map to their quarry with a warning that we might not find any as it was late in the season. We
took the drive to the quarry and found nothing, not even broken pieces. Discouraged, we
loaded up the dogs and proceeded to drive away when we met a man (in the middle of
nowhere) who asked what we were doing there. We explained, and, as it turned out, it was a
fortuitous meeting as he was a claim holder of another septarian quarry. He invited us to
follow him to his claim and of course, who would not? We were able to find seven big nodules
and he graciously accepted what little cash we had with us, as payment in full. We felt
extremely lucky! If you go to Quartzite, look up Kim of Utah Septarian Treasures at the
Desert Gardens Show during January. Kim was just another example of how wonderful most
rockhounds are!
We left Utah and headed home with many more rocks and fossils than we need. We
were able to check off some (rock) bucket list items. Along the way, we made some new
friends and saw some beautiful parts of our country. By the way, the (fresh) blueberries in
Michigan are the best, the roads in Indiana were the worst and we have never seen so many
cornfields.
We encourage each of you to contact other rock clubs in the areas in which you are
traveling; visit them, take them some of our beautiful Arizona rocks, and you will make great
new friends. You will be so welcome and will enjoy the benefit of learning what each state has
to offer beyond the guide books. We had a most excellent adventure and are so grateful to
have the opportunity. But home never felt so good!
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