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White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club
P.O. Box 3504
Show Low, Arizona 85902
www.whitemountain-azrockclub.org
whitemtngmc@gmail.com

What a great meeting we had this
month!! Club Greeter Linda Stalder reported we
had 50 people in attendance. We welcome new
members Alan and Toni Crawford and also David
and Merry Colley who live in the valley.
Allen Marquette, (a fellow rockhound on his way
north after being at the Tucson show) was a
guest. (He was on his way home but was
“detained” by some enthusiastic collecting
outings with people from our club). Special
thanks to Allen for his donation of some
specimens that will be put out at one of our
future silent auctions.
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Updates to the outings calendar are
included in this month’s Rock Talk. Rick Olson
has planned an overnighter in April and the
club’s sponsored monthly outing will still take
place on April 28 (details next month).
Bill Stalder’s program on lost wax casting
should have peaked your interest to learn more.
Bill has offered to provide more detailed
instructions so if you would like some personal
instruction, please call Bill at 928-368-4496.
Thank you, Bill!!

Remember (especially new members) that
Stan and Jeannie bring our club yearbook to
Thanks to everyone who purchased silent each meeting. Please take a moment and review
auction items from the Mierzwik estate. We did what your club has done over the past year and
very well. A check with the net proceeds has
this year. If you have taken photos during club
been mailed to the family. We will continue to events and outings, please email a copy to Stan
put out more of Gator’s “stuff” in the future.
at sjarneklev2@aol.com.
Have a great month!!
Rose Fowers

Our next meeting is April 8.
For those whose last name begins with A through H
(Or any of you who are great cooks!)
please bring snacks and remember cleanup duties.
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Our newsletter is published monthly by
the White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club,
Inc. Any information or comments
members wish to include in the monthly
newsletter must be given to the editor at
the general membership meeting or call
the editor no later than Tuesday
following the meeting.

PRESIDENT

Membership dues are $15 for a single
membership and $20 for a couple/family.
Dues are paid the first of January each
year along with a completed application
form. Memberships initiated in
November or later in a given year are
also good for the following year.

We meet the first Sunday of the month
(unless it falls on a holiday) at the VFW
Post 9907, 381 North Central Avenue in
Show Low. Turn north off the Deuce of
Clubs at Burger King. Social half hour at
1:00 pm, meeting starts at 1:30 pm.
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President Rose Fowers called the
meeting to order at 1:30 pm. Guests were
introduced: Alan and Toni Crawford, Larry
Kivela (from the local gold prospector’s club),
and Alan Marquette. Allen was “passing
through” on his way home to Idaho from the
Tucson show. Rose welcomed back Jim and
Sandy Jacobs who have been away for a few
months.
There were no corrections or additions
to last month’s meeting minutes. A motion to
accept the minutes was made by Judy Foshee
and seconded by Thelma Gray. The motion
carried. The Treasurer’s report was presented
by Suzanne Fern. Suzanne reminded members
for donations to help the club to pay for the
drinks we buy from the VFW.
Rose announced that today’s silent
auction items are from the John Mierzwik
estate. The proceeds will go to his family with
ten percent of the proceeds going to our club.
Rose, Debbie Trimble and Rick Olson
were judges at the Regional STEM Fair held at
Northland Pioneer College in Snowflake on
March 3. The club also donated $350 to the
STEM Fair in the name of John Mierzwik.
For all members that do not have
internet access, we have a phone committee
chaired by Debbie Trimble. Members without
email will be notified by telephone with any
important announcements. Thelma Gray, Peggy
Lancaster, and Judy Foshee have volunteered
to help on the phone committee.
Show Chairman Gary Alves reported four
contracts have been submitted for the July
show. Stan and Jeannie Arneklev need egg
crates and polished and raw stones for the
children’s activity.
Show Low Junior High is hosting an
Innovation Nation event on April 28.
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We have been asked to provide a booth
displaying rocks and introducing the club to
visitors. It was suggested that we set up a
fluorescent rock display. Paleontologist Doug
Wolfe of the Dinosaur Museum in Springerville
proposed that we share space at the event to
help each other out.
Changes have been made to the outing
calendar to allow more time between the
meeting and outing dates. The updated list is
published on Page Four in Rock Talk.
Rose recognized Marta Rodovska for all
her hard work setting up our meeting room as
well as making sure we have plenty of plates,
utensils, drinks and ice. Congratulations to Rick
Olson, the new president of the Southwest
Chapter of the Fluorescent Mineral Society.
After a short break, Karen Dorsey
announced the upcoming field trip to the
San Carlos Reservation on Saturday March 24.
We are going to Emory Guseyon’s claim to dig
for peridot. Remember to dress appropriately,
take plenty of water, sun screen a pry bar and a
high-profile vehicle. Details are posted on
Page Seven in Rock Talk.
Sandra Angelo introduced Bill Stalder
who gave a program on lost wax casting.
Door prize winner was Suzanne Fern who
won an aquamarine crystal. The 50/50 prize of
$47 was won by Thelma Gray and Jeannie
Arneklev won two prizes; a selenite heart and a
shop apron. Rick Olson announced he will lead an
overnight trip on April 21 and 22. There will be
more information on this at our April meeting.
There being no further business to
discuss, the meeting was adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,
Hope Rubi Secretary
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MONTH

MEETING FIELD TRIP

January

7

13

February

4

17

March

4

24

April

8

28

May

6

26

June

3

23

July

1

28*

July 7-8, rock show at Hon-dah
August

5

25

September

2

22

October

7

27+

November

4

17

December

2

None

*Coalition Trip
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By Rick Palmer
On February 17 five vehicles full of club members went on a long-awaited field trip to the
Silver King Mine area by Superior.
We made good time to Globe where two more vehicles got in line. We rushed to meet
some other rockhounds from Globe and Apache Junction at the Circle K in Superior. When
everyone was signed in we then had 40 persons and 18 vehicles in the group.
The caravan drove to the Silver King Mine road and then another 3.75 miles into the
collection area. After the group photo everyone spread out up and down the wash and hills
and quickly started finding epidote and garnets and other material. There was a great find
by a small girl from Globe. Although warned about thorns and stickers on bushes and cactus,
some of us got entangled anyway. Please don't go overboard on your collecting in a desert
area!

Beautiful view of Apache Leap
and great area for collecting.
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 March 16-18: ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO: Abq. Gem & Mineral Club , Expo NM

State Fairgrounds; 300 San Pedro NE, 87108; Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5; admission $3,
children free under 13; Treasures of the Earth Gem, Jewelry, & Mineral Expo in Creative
Arts Bldg. @ Expo NM State Fairgrounds. Enter Gate 3 at San Pedro & Copper. Web site:
www.agmc.info

 March 24-25: ANTHEM, ARIZONA: Daisy Mountain Rock & Mineral Club, Boulder Creek
High School; 40404 North Gavilan Peak Pkwy; Fri. 9-5, Sun. 10-4; adults $3, seniors/
Students $2, children under 5 free; gems, minerals, jewelry, geodes, wire wrapping, kids
events, fluorescent rocks, raffle. Web site: http://www.dmrmc.com

 April 28: CORNVILLE, ARIZONA: Show and sale; Verde River Rockhounds, Windmill Park;
Cornville Road; Sat. 9-5; Free Admission; Vendors will be selling rocks and minerals, jewelry,
crystals, slabs, geodes, rock art, cabochons, decorative yard rock, lapidary equipment,
spheres, loose gems, petrified wood, and much more. Admission and parking are free. Come
rock with us.; contact Jan Avery; e-mail: jaelav334@gmail.com;
Web site: http://www.verderiverrockhounds.com

 May 5-6: BOULDER CITY, NEVADA: Annual show; Southern Nevada Gem &Mineral Society, Boulder City Parks & Rec Building; 900 Arizona Street; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-4; Free Admission; contact Sheri Johnson, PO Box 230071, Boulder City Spring Jamboree, Las Vegas, NV
89105, (702)-525-0256; e-mail: SherisRocks89121@gmail.com; Web site:
www.SNVGMS.org

 May 5-6: KINGMAN, ARIZONA: Annual show; Mohave County Gemstoners, Kingman

Academy of Learning, high school gym; 3420 N. Burbank; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-4; Free Admission;
Kids activities, silent auctions, etc. Web site: www.gemstoners.org

 June 1-3: FLAGSTAFF, ARIZONA: Annual show; Coconino Lapidary Club, Silver Saddle

Outdoor Market; 9001 US-89 N, Hwy. 89 N and Silver Saddle Road; Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-5, Sun.
9-4; Free Admission. Web site: www.flagstaffmineralandrock.org

∞ Dues are due
∞ Need any used lapidary equipment? Call Steve Fowers (928-537-2195)
∞ Have any nice rock related items or specimens to donate to our show in July?
Contact Rose.

∞ Know any club member that needs a get well, sympathy or thinking-of-you card?
Call Peggy Lancaster, Sunshine Chair (928-262-3859).

∞ Donna Pollard will be presenting a program on Geology of the Superstition Mountains
at our April 8 meeting.

∞ Don’t throw away any old Rock and Gem magazines. We will save them to pass out to
visitors at our show in July.

∞ Anyone can lead a field trip throughout the month. We have only one club sponsored
trip per month.
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DATE: March 24, 2018
TIME AND PLACE: Meet at 7:45 AM at the K-Mart/Arby’s
parking lot. We will leave at 8:00 AM sharp.
COLLECTING: We will be collecting peridot on a claim owned by Emery Guseyon on the San Carlos
Reservation.

COST: $10 for the permit to be on the reservation. Emory charges $35 per five-gallon bucket.
GENERAL ITINERARY: After leaving Show Low, we will travel to Globe, stopping at the last
Circle K in the town where we will meet Emery, get our permits, and follow him out to his claim.
WHAT TO BRING: Bring your five-gallon bucket(s), hammer, prybar, small rake, eye protection,
water and snacks. Dress appropriately for sunny weather. Temperatures may range between 65-75
degrees.
TIP LEADER: Karen Dorsey, call 928-536-2360 if you need further information. Please leave a
message if there is no answer.

This is an overnight trip to Southeast Arizona and southern New Mexico and is being
led by Rick Olson.
We will leave Show Low at 8:00 AM Saturday April 21 from the Arby's/ Safeway parking
lot. After lunch in Safford we will travel to Round Mountain in search of Fire Agate. Once we
have satisfied everyone's desire for agate it will be off to Lordsburg for the evening. As of
early March, all seven hotels in Lordsburg had availability. Some are pet friendly. If time
permits, we may go in search of fluorescent minerals at a site nearby. Both LW and SW lamps
can be used. Bring your lamps!

On Sunday we will stop at the Carlyle Mine 13 miles east of Duncan to collect pyrite,
malachite, amethyst, jasper and agate.
Contact Rick Olson at 928-251-0949 if additional details are needed.
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By Cole Jackson
Rock photos courtesy of Stan Arneklev and
John Mierzwik Collections
Peridot, one of the most well-known Arizona
minerals, is a silicate series consisting of
forsterite (magnesium rich), chrysolite (magnesium iron rich) and fayalit (iron rich). This
combination is called olivine, which is transparent to translucent. The transparent green gem
quality stone is peridot, the gem variety of olivine.

Peridot is one of the only gemstones that comes in one color, olive green. On the MOHS scale
its hardness is 6.5 to 7. It is most commonly found as rounded grains and granular masses, and
contains some iron in its orthorhombic structure. It is also an important rock-forming mineral as
a constituent of gabbro, peridotite and basalt.
Peridot was first mined in approximately 300 BC near the Red Sea. Miners would look for peridot
at night due to its natural glow and then mark the stones for removal the next day.
The San Carlos Apache Reservation in Arizona is one of the most famous localities for finding
peridot, but it can only be collected by permit. Peridot is found in various parts of the world.
Peridot is Egypt’s national stone as well as the birthstone for August. The largest cut peridot is
a 310 carat stone which can be found at the Smithsonian in Washington, D.C.

Composed of rhyolite, agate, and quartz, these beautiful hollow geodes were
formed from volcanic activity.
They began as hollow “lithophysae” (rock bubbles) produced within the flow of
molten rhyolite rock as it surfaced and began to flow above ground. As the flowing
molten rhyolite began to cool, cristobalite and perthite from within crystallized into
ball or button-shaped “spherulites.” Some of these spherulites, upon reaching maturity,
expelled a flash of hot gas creating a star-shaped bubble. The size and state of development
of the bubble are related to the size and depth of the spherulite at the time of its firing.
Those closer to the surface face less pressure from the overburden weight of the molten
rock above and produce larger gas cavities. Those deeper down may only manage to develop a
small arch-shaped cavity. Some are duds and never de-gas. The rock bubble becomes buoyant
and rises out of the main body of rhyolite, up into the layer of rhyolitic ash above. Some float
up even further and into the layer of obsidian-like “perlite” which accompanies and flows
above the heavier rhyolite.
Over millions of years trapped gas inside the geode and moisture seepage (containing
dissolved silica) caused layers of chalcedony “fortification” agate to line the inside of the
cavity. Later the rate of moisture seepage decreased, changing the water chemistry to grow
quartz crystals.
All Dugways start out as hollow rock bubbles but end up as unique objects coming in various
colors of crystals, agate, and rhyolite. Few Dugways are found having the classic undisturbed
exterior shape and star-shaped cavity common in Oregon Geodes. The irregular shapes
indicate the rhyolite flow at Dugway moved over an uneven surface tumbling the rock bubbles.
Dugways occur from one inch to twelve inches in diameter. The geode bed is confined to an
area that is less than one and a half square miles located in the desert of Juab County, Utah.
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1. Agate

14. Jasper

2. Apache Tears

15. Marble from Etna, CA

3. Azurite

16. Obsidian

4. Bubblegum Agate from Quartzsite

17. Opalite from CA. (NEED)

5. Calcite

18. Payson Geodes

6. Carnelian

19. Petrified Wood, Natural

7. Chalcedony

20. Petrified Wood, Polished

8. Chert from Texas

21. Quartz

9. Chrysocolla (NEED)

22. Rhyolite, green branded

10. Crystal Citrine from Brazil

23. Selenite (Desert Rose)

11. Fluorite

24. Serpentine (NEED)

12 Glauberite from Camp Verde, AZ

25. Zebra (NEED)

13. Iron Pyrite (Fool’s Gold)
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