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Fall is in the air! A recent drive to see the
fall colors on the trees remind us that winter is
fast approaching and our rock adventures to
higher elevations are coming to an end until
next year. Remember safety first as we are in
the middle of hunting season and I don’t mean
rock hunting.

Some of us recently attended a huge mineral
auction at a residence in Snowflake. Most of
the collection was museum quality and the
auction was well attended by club members as
well as several dealers from the valley. We all
had a great time and probably spent too much
money.

We had another well attended meeting with
several guests, most of whom we met at a
recent mineral auction. A big welcome to the
club goes out to new members Lidia DeLario,
Cathy McCue, and Mikki Kas!

Thanks to Librarian Yvonne for organizing
the old publications that were sold to our
members at bargain prices last month. It’s
always good if someone else can put the
publications to good use.

Our truck or treat rock swap was a big hit
especially with our new members and guests.
Maybe we can make this an annual event.

Our thoughts and prayers go out to club
members who are having health issues. You are
missed!

Gary Alves will once again be heading up our
2018 gem and mineral show. Thanks, Gary!
Elections for our 2018 officers and
board are just around the corner. Thanks to all
the present holders of the offices who are
willing to serve again. Our club continues to
grow thanks to you all.

Our next meeting is November 5.
For those whose last name begins with M through Z
(Or any of you who are great cooks!)
please bring snacks and remember cleanup duties.

Rose
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Our newsletter is published monthly by
the White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club,
Inc. Any information or comments
members wish to include in the monthly
newsletter must be given to the editor at
the general membership meeting or call
the editor no later than Tuesday
following the meeting.

PRESIDENT

Membership dues are $15 for a single
membership and $20 for a couple/family.
Dues are paid the first of January each
year along with a completed application
form. Memberships initiated in
November or later in a given year are
also good for the following year.

We meet the first Sunday of the month
(unless it falls on a holiday) at the VFW
Post 9907, 381 North Central Avenue in
Show Low. Turn north off the Deuce of
Clubs at Burger King. Social half hour at
1:00 pm, meeting starts at 1:30 pm.

Rose Fowers

(928)537-2195

Rick Olson

(928)251-0949

Sandra Angelo

(928)537-3726

SECRETARY

Hope Rubi

(928)228-8851

TREASURER

Suzanne Fern

EDITOR

B.G. Hogarth

(928)532-3043

hogarths@citlink.net

Rick Palmer

(928)245-3920

palmer57@frontiernet.net

Karen Dorsey

(928)536-2360

Stan Arneklev

(480)213-4187

John Mierzwik

(928)245-9720

VICE PRESIDENT
2ND VICE PRESIDENT

FIELD TRIP CHAIRMAN

Ursula Wilson
Kathleen Varhol

Webmaster/Coalition Chair

Aimee Webster

(602)503-8417

afwebster61@gmail.com

Gary Alves

(928)679-3644

Garyalves.chairman@gmail.com

Steve Fowers

(928)537-2195

Peggy Lancaster

(623)262-3859

Bill Stalder

(928)368-4496

Greeter/Door Prizes/Raffle

Linda Stalder

(928)368-4496

Auctioneer

John Mierzwik

(928)245-9720

Brookie/ Larry Embry

(928)537-0760

Claim Filing

Rose Fowers

(928)537-2195

Bonus Prizes

Sandra Angelo

(928)537-3726

Historian

Jeannie/Stan Arneklev

(480)213-4187

Librarians

Yvonne Garrett/Thomas Castro

Show Chairman
Assistant Show Chairman
Sunshine
Education, Schools

Highway Cleanup

Meeting room setup/cleanup

Marta Rodovska

Show Low: Ursula Wilson

Pinetop/Lakeside: Peggy Lancaster

Snowflake/Taylor: Stan/Jeannie Arneklev

Springerville/Eager: Rick Palmer
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The meeting was called to order by President Please join the “rockhound trunk or treat” rock
Rose Fowers at 1:30 PM.
swap in the parking lot after the meeting.
Vehicle trunks will be opened and members and
A motion to accept the September meeting
guests can take home our excess rocks.
minutes was made by John Mierzwik and
seconded by Steve Fowers. The motion carried.
Treasurer Suzanne Fern gave the financial
report for September. Second Vice President
Sandra Angelo reminded everyone to contact
her when a member does anything above and
beyond for the club.
Guests were Lidia DeLario, Cathy McCue,
Jerry and Leann Stimson, Donna Pollard, Evva
Ripperda and Mikki Kas. Lidia, Cathy and Mikki
joined the club at the end of the meeting.
Vickie Taylor was thanked for leading the
September trip to Pinedale. Rick Palmer
announced our October 21 field trip will be to
Bill Knight Gap north of Luna, New Mexico to
find agates and crystals. We will meet next to
McDonalds in Springerville at 9:00 AM and a
high-profile vehicle is needed. (See information
elsewhere in Rock Talk.)
Rose announced that member Ursula Wilson
recently had two strokes and is on the road to
recovery. Please let Sunshine Chairman Peggy
Lancaster know if a member is ill or has had an
accident of some kind.

Election of club officers for 2018 will take
place in November. A ballot will be included in
the October newsletter.

The floor was opened for nominations.
Sandra Angelo was nominated by Stan Arneklev
for first vice president (education vicepresident) No one was nominated for the
second vice-president position (community
relations vice-president). Volunteers were
introduced and thanked for all their hard work.
A break was taken 2:20 PM and at 2:30 PM
the meeting was called back to order.
Rick Olson presented an informative
educational program on trilobites and he
brought samples of the fossils for display.
Door Prizes went to Evva Ripperda, Gary
Alves and Vickie Taylor. The 50/50 prize of
$56 was won by Ginger Donahue. Other prizes
were won by BG Hogarth, Bill Todd, and Ginger
Donahue.
There being no further business, the meeting
was adjourned.
Respectfully submitted
Hope Rubi Secretary

Lidia
Cathy McCue

DeLario

Mikki Kas
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By Cole Jackson
Photos by Stan Arneklev,
Courtesy of Fowers Family Collection
Amethyst is one of the most popular quartz crystals. The crystal system is trigonal
(having three angles) and measures 7 on the hardness scale. It’s beautiful purple color (pale
lavender to deep purple with red highlights) comes from trace amounts of ferric iron.
Exposure to strong sunlight for extended periods will cause the color to fade. Amethyst is a
semi-precious stone and is the birthstone for February.
Arizona’s Four Peaks region has the United States’ only commercially operated amethyst
mine, and it has some of the best product in the world. It was first found in Four Peaks in
the late eighteenth century by Jim McDaniel, but angry because he didn’t find gold, left the
gems untouched. Arizona amethyst’s deep purple color can be found in many crowns of the
royal families of Europe and the United Kingdom.
Each year one ton of amethyst is pulled from the mine; however, only 100 carats of
finished gems are produced from that ton after cutting and polishing, The Arizona Four
Peaks Mine has two or three miners working for three to four weeks at a time. The mining
operation cannot use dynamite because it’s too damaging to the amethyst.

Arizona may have the best quality, but mines in Brazil produce larger quantities of
amethyst with good quality. Marabá, Pau d'Arco, and Rio Grande do Sul are the most
important mining areas in Brazil. Each year the mine at Rio Grande do Sul extracts three to
four thousand tons of amethyst out of that one mine - that’s an incredible amount!
Each mine in Brazil has a different type of amethyst because they all form differently.
They say that best quality is found in a low quantity. The geode clusters are found mostly in
the south.
Ametrine quartz is a combination of amethyst and citrine and mostly used in jewelry.
Synthetic amethyst (laboratory-grown) is produced by a synthesis method and is made to
imitate the best quality amethyst. To know the difference, costly, advanced gemological
testing is the only way to be sure. Buyer beware!
http://coweemtnwholesale.com/brazil-amethyst-mine/
https://www.mindat.org/loc-5528.html
https://www.samifinejewelry.com/american-gems/arizona-four-peaks-amethyst/
http://www.fourpeaksmining.com/about-the-mine.html
http://www.amethystminetour.com/history-of-the-amethyst-mine.html
http://www.phoenixnewtimes.com/best-of/2011/shopping-and-services/best-hiddengems-6470321
http://www.wikipedia.org
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This month’s club outing on October 21 will be to the Bill Knight Gap area for blue and other
colors of agate and crystals. We will meet in Springerville in the parking lot between the
White Mountain Dinosaur Exploration Center and McDonalds (on Main Street) at 9:00 AM
and caravan out to the site north of Luna, New Mexico. A good high clearance car can make
it out there with care but high clearance trucks and SUVs are recommended. As always,
carpooling out to the site is available for those who may need it. Your cars will be safe in the
McDonald’s parking lot. The terrain is generally flat. We will be in the trees at a high
elevation so dress accordingly. As always, bring hiking boots, gloves, digging tools, lunch,
water, and lawn chairs. If you have any questions, call me in the evening. See you on the 21st!!

Despite the rain in most areas of the White Mountains, the sun shone brightly on
the Pinedale hills. On the morning of September 23 the club headed to Pinedale
through pouring rain to look for petrified wood and fossils. A few members braved
the weather to arrive to sunshine and blue skies! Steve Fowers announced that
morning was his first day of freedom from the time clock. He had officially
retired! What a great way to start a new adventure. After checking in and a quick
photo op, we headed for the hills. The group of devoted rockhounds quickly
dispersed on the hills in search of treasures. We spent the day at three separate

sites; each with its own unique treasure chest. After a great day of rockhounding
(friendly) competition, sharing lunch, rocks, and stories of past club outings, some
began heading home while others stayed and gathered until their vehicles could not
carry another rock! All in all, everyone had a great time exploring and finding nice
specimens to show off to families and friends.
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Members of various local clubs are combining resources to put on a big rock and
mineral sale Friday and Saturday, October 20 and 21, from 7:00 AM to 1:00 PM in
Chandler at 1253 S. Anvil Place.
You will find twelve or more tables full of minerals, approximately 80-110 flats.
Prices range from 25 cents on up!

The majority of minerals are self collected from Arizona, Wyoming, and Utah.
Specimens from local mines are available, as well as various kinds of Apache Tears,
fossils, and much more.
Pictures are now posted on Craigslist. To see them, search “rock and mineral sale in
Chandler” on Craigslist. If you have any questions, please call Sheri and Darryl
Burnett at 480-831-6435.

Rockhounds West is hosting the October coalition trip to Sycamore Creek on
October 28 to look for lizard stone.
Ron Rada is the outing leader. The meeting place is Cholla Canyon Ranch Road (off of
US93, MM127-128, north of Wickenburg) at 10:00 AM.
A short way down the ranch road (about an eighth of a mile) is a parking place for
non-high clearance vehicles. Those needing to park their vehicles will be shuttled to the
collection site.
Lizard stone is actually banded green rhyolite found in a six-inch seam running about a
hundred yards. Those attending should bring hammers, chisels, pry bars, and protective
equipment such as gloves, glasses, etc.

The site is located in high desert so bring plenty of water, sunscreen, and of course
lunch. Weather can change quickly so come prepared.
Please wear your club badges. As they always say, be there, or be square! All kidding
aside, come for a great time with fellow rockhounds!
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October 6-8: Albuquerque, New Mexico Annual Show: Friday, Saturday, Sunday 9-5,
free admission. Location: Expo New Mexico State Fairgrounds, 300 San Pedro NE.



October 6-8: Mineral Collectors of Utah, Salt Lake City, free admission, Friday noon-9,
Saturday 10-9, Sunday 10-3. Location: Trolley Square, Salt Lake City. 600 S/700 E
(entrance).



October 14-15: Huachuca Mineral and Gem Club, Sierra Vista. (See flyer below.)



October 21-22: Sedona Gem and Mineral Club, Sedona, AZ. Saturday 10-5, Sunday 10-4
Admission $3, under 12 free. Sedona Red Rock High School, Highway 87A and Upper Red
Rock Loop Road.



November 3-5: High Desert Helpers, Black Canyon City, AZ. Fri. 9-4, Sat. 9-5,
Sun. 9-4; Free Admission. High Desert Park; 19001 E. Jacie Lane, Black Canyon City.
Web site: http://www.highdeserthelpers.org/?tribe_events=rock-a-rama-5



November 18-19: Payson Rimstones Rock Club, Inc., Payson, AZ. Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4;
Admission $2, Children 12 and under free. Payson High School, Longhorn Gym;
West Longhorn Rd , Gym is located on West Longhorn Road east of McLane.

Page 9

Page 10

Page 11

WHITE MOUNTAIN GEM AND MINERAL CLUB
November 2017 Ballot
Officers and Board
Members may bring the completed ballot to the November meeting. If mailing in your ballot,
please do so in time to be received no later than October 30, 2017. Please mark “Ballot” on the
face of your envelope. Mail-ins will be opened during the November meeting by an ad hoc
committee appointed by the president. Mail to: PO Box 3504, Show Low, AZ 85902. If you want to
write in a candidate, please make sure you have received their permission to do so.
Please circle the name of the candidate of your choice:

Elected Positions

Write Ins

President:

Rose Fowers

_____

Vice President:

Sandra Angelo_______________________________

Second Vice President: ________________________________________ __
Treasurer:

Suzanne Fern___________________________ ___

Secretary:

Hope Rubi__________________________________

Editor:

B.G. (Brenda) Hogarth_________________________

Fieldtrip Chair:

Rick Palmer_________________________________

Board Members (Choose 4):
John Mierzwik

_____________________

Karen Dorsey

_____________________

Stan Arneklev

_____________________

Kathleen Varhol

_____________________

Write In

_____________________
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