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White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club
P.O. Box 3504
Show Low, Arizona 85902
www.whitemountain-azrockclub.org
whitemtngmc@gmail.com

Where has summer gone? We have been
busy! Thanks to Karen Dorsey, who is working
closely with Trip Chairman Rick Palmer, we have
had many more outings this summer in addition
to our club sponsored monthly outing. If anyone
wants to be included in any of the mid-week
outings, contact Karen.
October is the month we take nominations
from the floor for club officers for 2018. If
you are a new member, don’t be afraid to
volunteer. We have many members who have
held various offices and can provide you with
guidance. Last year both Secretary Hope Rubi
and Rock Talk Editor BG Hogarth “jumped in
with both feet” and have done exceptional jobs.
It takes all of us and I encourage you to come
forward. I am always available to answer any
questions you may have about the duties of our
club officers.

Vol. 21, Issue 9
September 2017

This month Jodi Brewster, State Director
for the Rocky Mountain Federation, attended
our meeting and shared information about the
Federation – how we can help as well as what
our membership means. Thank you, Jodi for
visiting and bringing us some specimens from
the Globe area for the club to use as they wish.
If you are interested in helping the Federation,
call Jodi at 623-810-9780.
Please remember our Sunshine Chair, Peggy
Lancaster, needs to know whenever a club
member is injured, ill, or has lost a loved one.
We want all members to know that we care!
Have a great month!

Thank you to all members who continue to
donate rocks for the silent auctions and door
prizes! We have included your names in our
year-end prize book.

Our next meeting is October 1.
For those whose last name begins with A through N
(Or any of you who are great cooks!)
please bring snacks and remember cleanup duties.

Rose Fowers
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Our newsletter is published monthly by
the White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club,
Inc. Any information or comments
members wish to include in the monthly
newsletter must be given to the editor at
the general membership meeting or call
the editor prior to the following weekend
after the meeting.

PRESIDENT

Membership dues are $15 for a single
membership and $20 for a couple/family.
Dues are paid the first of January each
year along with a completed application
form. Memberships initiated in
November or later in a given year are
also good for the following year.

We meet the first Sunday of the month
(unless it falls on a holiday) at the VFW
Post 9907, 381 North Central Avenue in
Show Low. Turn north off the Deuce of
Clubs at Burger King. Social half hour at
1:00 pm, meeting starts at 1:30 pm.

Rose Fowers

(928)537-2195

Rick Olson

(928)251-0949

Sandra Angelo

(928)537-3726

SECRETARY

Hope Rubi

(928)228-8851

TREASURER

Suzanne Fern

EDITOR

B.G. Hogarth

(928)532-3043

hogarths@citlink.net

Rick Palmer

(928)245-3920

palmer57@frontiernet.net

Stan Arneklev

(480)213-4187

John Mierzwik

(928)245-9720

VICE PRESIDENT
2ND VICE PRESIDENT

FIELD TRIP CHAIRMAN

Ursula Wilson
Kathleen Varhol

Webmaster/Coalition Chair

Aimee Webster

(602)503-8417

afwebster61@gmail.com

Gary Alves

(928)679-3644

Garyalves.chairman@gmail.com

Steve Fowers

(928)537-2195

Peggy Lancaster

(623)262-3859

Bill Stalder

(928)368-4496

Greeter/Door Prizes/Raffle

Linda Stalder

(928)368-4496

Auctioneer

John Mierzwik

(928)245-9720

Brookie/ Larry Embry

(928)537-0760

Claim Filing

Rose Fowers

(928)537-2195

Bonus Prizes

Sandra Angelo

(928)537-3726

Historian

Jeannie/Stan Arneklev

(480)213-4187

Librarians

Yvonne Garrett/Skye Castro

Show Chairman
Assistant Show Chairman
Sunshine
Education, Schools

Highway Cleanup

Meeting room setup/cleanup

Marta Rodovska

Show Low: Ursula Wilson

Pinetop/Lakeside: Peggy Lancaster

Snowflake/Taylor: Stan/Jeannie Arneklev

Springerville/Eager: Rick Palmer
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The meeting was opened by President Rose
Fowers at 1:30 pm. Guests Carrie Beecher and
Wendi Knowles were welcomed and introduced,
as well as Jodi Brewster, President of the Gila
County Gem and Mineral Society, and also AZ/
NV State Director for the Rocky Mountain
Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc.
There were no corrections or additions to the
August meeting minutes. Motion was made by
Debbie Trimble to accept the minutes as
published. Bill Todd seconded the motion, which
passed by acclimation.

cleanup. Wear long pants and comfortable
shoes. Bags, vests, and pickup sticks are
provided. Bring snacks and water. The more
people who attend the cleanup, the less time
the cleanup will take.
Rose reported that she has completed the
annual claims filing.

Rose gave a follow-up on last month’s incident
when a specimen was brought to the meeting
for display and then disappeared. The thief
(not a club member but a VFW member) was
discovered and confronted and the specimen
Treasurer Suzanne Fern presented the
was retrieved. Since we meet in the VFW Hall,
Treasurer’s Report. She mentioned that the
Rose reported this to the VFW commander. He
club made a contribution to the New Mexico
knows the person involved, and told Rose to fill
School for the Deaf because the club was
out an incident report. The person will no longer
given permission to drive through their
be welcome at our meetings and the VFW will
take the steps to discipline the person per
property during a recent trip.
Second Vice President Sandra Angelo reminded their procedures. Rose thanked John Mierzwik
everybody to contact her whenever performing and Sean Hill who recognized and confronted
a service for the club above and beyond the call the thief.
After discussion, it was voted not to renew our
of duty.
membership in the Planetary Society.
Guest Jodi Brewster talked about the Rocky
Mountain Federation, and how it helps the
individual clubs. She would like to see a
delegate from each area and/or club to
represent and report on their group activities.
She is urging clubs to get more involved with
the Federation. She mentioned, for example,
newsletter and web page competitions and
recognizing members for special achievements.
Trip Chairman Rick Palmer reported on the
August 26 outing. Thirty-two rock hounds
turned out for the trip, and many specimens
were found despite rain. The next trip is
September 23 to Pinedale. More information
may be found on Page 5 in Rock Talk.

Rose encouraged those present to read the
article in the latest Maverick Magazine about
the White Mountain Dinosaur Exploration
Center. Dr. David Smith and Paleontologist
Doug Wolfe will be teaching a course at
Northern Pioneer College in Discovering
Dinosaurs.

Chuck Haynie Auctions is hosting an estate sale
on Saturday, September 23. Rose and Steve
have seen the items to be auctioned off, which
includes an enormous amount of special rock
collections and associated items. Also included
are many amethyst cathedrals. They plan to
attend the auction and may purchase specimens
for the club.

Rose mentioned that the club library had been
reorganized and a special table had been set up October is nominations month. Let us know if
at the meeting for those who might be
you would like to fill one of the officer
interested in purchasing old magazines.
positions.
Brookie reported on the upcoming Adopt-aHighway cleanup. Everyone should meet
Saturday morning (September 16) at 9:00 am
in the parking lot between Kmart and Arby’s.
We will sign waivers, get last minute
instructions, then go to our highway section for

Rose suggested that since October is Halloween
month, that we could have a “trunk or treat”
session at the next meeting. Members were
urged to bring collections of rocks, not to sell,
but to give away.
(Continued on Page 4)

Page 4
(Continued from Page 3)

Rick Olson presented a certificate of appreciation and two T-shirts to the club from Walk for
the Woods. The T-shirts were given to junior members Cole and Thomas.
Rick Olson’s education program included information on finding areas providing free rock,
meteor, and fossil collecting in Arizona and throughout the states. Gator Girl Rocks is one web
site that provides a great deal of information. Next month’s report will be “The Great World
of Trilobites”. Rick asked people to bring in any specimens for viewing.
Rose reported that the club needs to have a storage unit cleanup. We need to reorganize some
of our rock collections.
Suzanne displayed some rock specimens that she acquired during a recent trip to Idaho.
Ric Olson displayed a T-shirt he is donating for today’s raffle.
Karen Dorsey reported that the cabins at the New Mexico Deaf Children’s Camp can be rented
when not in use by the children. There is a two-mile uphill hike to a cave by a waterfall where
crystal and agate can be found. The pastor of the camp must lead the group in. The club might
consider doing an over-night trip there.
Door prizes

:

Tim Jackson won a wire-wrapped Ocean Jasper pendant, Kathleen Varhol won a mushroom
pendant, and Marta Rodovska won a 1943 steel penny.
50-50 Prizes
Larry Embry won cash, Sean Hill won a petrified wood chunk, Brookie Embry won Mexican
opals,
Bill Todd won a faceted opal, and Marietta Fitzhugh won a T-shirt.
There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned
Respectfully submitted,
Brenda Hogarth

Acting Secretary

Cole and Thomas display
their T-shirts

WMGMC President Rose Fowers
welcomes Jodi Brewster, AZ/
NV State Director for the Rocky
Mountain Federation of
Mineralogical Societies, Inc.
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By Rick Palmer

This month’s field trip to the Pinedale area will be held on Saturday, September 23. Vickie
Taylor will be leading the trip. We will meet at 9:00 AM in the parking area on the southwest
corner of Pinedale Road and SR 260. From there we will travel to one or more areas to collect
petrified wood and invertebrate fossils. High clearance vehicles will be needed to access one
of the collecting sites. For those not owning four-wheel drive or high clearance vehicles, we
can carpool from the parking area. The terrain is mostly hilly with some flat areas.
Bring collecting bags and digging tools, lunch, water, sun protection, etc. In the event of rain,
the area might be difficult for driving, so call Vickie at 661-992-8646 if you have any
questions.

Halloween is a time when children go around collecting their treats. For rock hounds,
collecting “treats” generally means outings to various places to collect treasures. Most of us
tend to take home more than we can use, resulting in rock piles in our yards, garages, and
inside our homes. Some club members have expressed an interest in donating some of their
excess. Here is the plan:
For our October meeting, bring your excess rocks to the meeting in boxes and buckets but
leave them in your vehicle. After the meeting has adjourned, we will go out to everyone’s
vehicles, where trunks will be opened for everyone to take someone else’s treasures home.
Please do not bring rocks that you want to sell. Only bring rocks that you have no
problem with giving away to a good home. You may even be able to add rocks to your hoard.
Those of you wanting to take free rocks home, bring your own empty buckets and have fun!
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By Cole Jackson

Photos Courtesy of Fowers Collection

The thunder egg is a solid version of a geode.
Thunder eggs have a cement type of outer
shell and opal, agate and quartz are usually
found inside. Sizes of thunder eggs range
from half an inch to a meter. Not all geodes
are thunder eggs, but if it has a hollow spot
inside it may be considered a geode. Thunder
eggs are found in rhyolite lava where they
form in gas pockets.
Thunder eggs look like ordinary rocks, making
them harder to spot. However, color beyond
belief is discovered when opening the
specimen. Thunder eggs are one type of many
agates found in the world and they come in all
colors. It’s also the Oregon State Rock.
Geodes are a hollow version of a Thunder egg.
They start out as a bubbly layer in a rock,
eventually forming bubble layers. Mineral-rich
water seeps into the bubble layer and over
millions of years the water in the shell of the

geode gradually moves out and leaves crystals.
The various colors of geodes are created by
different rock types and minerals in the
water.
No geode is the same and they generally are
found in large numbers. Geodes and thunder
eggs have had a long journey over millions of
years. This world has many wonderful things in
store and the formation of geodes and thunder eggs is one of the best.
SOURCES:
http://geology.com/articles/geodes/,
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geode
www.rocksandminerals4u.com/geodes.html,
geology.com › Articles https://www.bestcrystals.com/
geodes https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thunderegg
https://www.mindat.org/min-31316.html
https://statesymbolsusa.org/symbol-official-item/
oregon/state-mineral.../thunderegg

(From www.earthsky.org and google.com)
The sapphire, birthstone for September, is a
relative of July’s birthstone, ruby. Like ruby, it
is a form of the mineral corundum, a normally
drab grey mineral. Red corundum is called the
ruby, while all other gem quality forms of
corundum are called sapphires.

their color from ferric iron, and colorless gems
have no contaminants. Sapphires possess a
vitreous, adamantine luster and measure 9 on
the Mohs scale.

The sapphire was said to represent the purity
of the soul. Before and during the Middle
Typically, sapphires appear as blue stones,
Ages, it was worn by priests as protection
ranging from very pale blue to deep indigo, due from impure thoughts and temptations of
to the presence of small amounts of titanium
the flesh. Medieval kings of Europe valued
and iron within the hexagonal crystal
these stones for rings and brooches,
structure. The most valued shade of blue is
believing that it protected them from
the medium-deep cornflower blue. Sapphires harm and envy. Warriors presented their
also occur in other natural colors and tints –
young wives with sapphire necklaces so
colorless, gray, yellow, pale pink, orange, green, they would remain faithful. It was believed
violet and brown – called fancy sapphires.
that the stone’s color would darken if worn
These different colors are caused by
by an adulterer or adulteress, or by an
different kinds of impurities within the
unworthy person.
crystal. For example, yellow sapphires get
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On the morning of August 26, the WMGM club headed to Turkey Flat to look for agate and
chalcedony. Some members showed up and the club picked up others in Alpine and Reserve,
New Mexico. After a rest stop and checking out the rock shop in Reserve, we headed on to
the area close to Turkey Flat.
We had just reached the top of the canyon and snapped the group photo when the rain
started. But rain wasn’t going to stop this group of devoted rockhounds on their appointed
mission! We pushed on in the rain and after a while the sun came out and dried things out.
We then headed for the lower area to hunt more treasure. After a great day of rockhounding,
some began heading home while others stopped in Reserve for lunch. All in all, everybody had a
great time exploring and finding nice specimens to show off to families and friends
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SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 16: Our semi-annual Adopt-a-Highway cleanup.
Meet at 9:00 AM in the lot between Arby’s and Safeway (on the Arby’s side).
Bring gloves, walking shoes, sun protection, water. Everything else will be
provided.
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 23: Our monthly outing; on that date we will be
going to Pinedale.
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 23: If you aren’t planning to go on the monthly
outing, consider attending the Chuck Haynie Auction to include household
items/furniture and many outstanding minerals from a collection. Call the
auction house in Pinetop/Lakeside for times and location.
Chuckhaynieauctions.com or 928-521-2287.

As you all know, our meetings always begin with a potluck meal. On the table with all the

wonderful food brought for our potluck break, is a plastic cup for donations. We are
required to buy all drinks, including water, from the VFW and whatever is in the cup
keeps that fund going. We're low on the funds as of this last meeting, and just 50 cents
or a dollar from each person for their drinks would keep the Drink Fund flush, especially
with the Christmas party coming up soon.
Please bring small bills to the meeting, if possible. All our activities are low cost, the
50/50 raffle, the Silent Auction and the Drink Fund.
Thank so much, everyone!
Suzanne Fern, Treasurer
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October 6-8: Albuquerque, New Mexico Annual Show: Friday, Saturday, Sunday 9-5,
free admission. Location: Expo New Mexico State Fairgrounds, 300 San Pedro NE.



October 6-8: Mineral Collectors of Utah, Salt Lake City, free admission, Friday noon-9,
Saturday 10-9, Sunday 10-3. Location: Trolley Square, Salt Lake City. 600 S/700 E
(entrance).



October 14-15: Huachuca Mineral and Gem Club, Sierra Vista. (See flyer below.)



October 21-22: Sedona Gem and Mineral Club, Sedona, AZ. Saturday 10-5, Sunday 10-4
Admission $3, under 12 free. Sedona Red Rock High School, Highway 87A and Upper Red
Rock Loop Road.



November 3-5: High Desert Helpers, Black Canyon City, AZ. Fri. 9-4, Sat. 9-5,
Sun. 9-4; Free Admission. High Desert Park; 19001 E. Jacie Lane, Black Canyon City.
Web site: http://www.highdeserthelpers.org/?tribe_events=rock-a-rama-5



November 18-19: Payson Rimstones Rock Club, Inc., Payson, AZ. Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4;
Admission $2, Children 12 and under free. Payson High School, Longhorn Gym;
West Longhorn Rd , Gym is located on West Longhorn Rd East of McLane.
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