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White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club
P.O. Box 3504
Show Low, Arizona 85902
www.whitemountain-azrockclub.org

Welcome new member, Steven Vaal, returning
member, Frank Urquides, and renewing
members, Vicki and Ken Marks. Thank you,
Sandra, for “manning the fort” while I was
away.
Although we contacted Hon-dah when we were
asked to do so, (to reserve Memorial Day weekend for our 2018 show), someone at Hon-dah
booked another event in that slot. The club
voted to book the weekend of July 7-8, 2018.
Suzanne paid the deposit at Hon-dah, so we
have committed the dates for our next show
and we can proceed with planning.
Our July coalition outing was well attended.
Thanks, Rick Palmer!
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show at the Alpine Community Center. Hours
are 10:00 am to 4:00 pm on Friday and 9:00 am
to 3:00 pm on Saturday. Please call Vera Cassel
at 928-339-1999 for more information.
Thanks to all of you for your kind words after
the passing of Steve’s dad on July 6.
August is the month when we are required to
file documents on our claims. Remember we
must maintain records of ALL attendance at
the claims. If you visit the area any time other
than our yearly coalition trip, please let me
know when you went and how much time you
spent there. Remember to fill in any holes you
may find and pick up trash. Help us to maintain
the natural beauty of the area.

If you aren’t doing anything on August 18 or 19,
plan on taking a trip to Alpine to support their

Our next meeting is September 10.
For those whose last name begins with M through Z
(Or any of you who are great cooks!)
please bring snacks and remember cleanup duties.

Rose Fowers
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Our newsletter is published monthly by
the White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club,
Inc. Any information or comments
members wish to include in the monthly
newsletter must be given to the editor at
the general membership meeting or call
the editor prior to the following weekend
after the meeting.
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form. Memberships initiated in
November or later in a given year are
also good for the following year.

We meet the first Sunday of the month
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1:00 pm, meeting starts at 1:30 pm.
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The meeting was called to order by Second Vice
President Sandra Angelo at 1:25 pm. New
members Frank Urquides and Steven Vaal were
introduced. Chris Gardner is back after almost
a year.
Treasurer Suzanne Fern gave the July 2017
financial report. Sandra reminded everyone to
write their name in the Year-End-Prizes Book
when doing anything above and beyond the norm
for the club.
Rick Palmer announced the next outing is set
for Saturday August 26 near Turkey Flats and
Reserve, New Mexico. We will meet by the
McDonald’s in Springerville at 8:00 am. High
clearance vehicles are required. Dress for the
weather, bring snacks or lunch, and plenty to
drink. Rick also gave the field trip report for
our July coalition trip. Thirty-two people
attended, including at least a dozen from other
clubs. We even had a visitor from Florida. Lots
of wonderful material was collected.
A rock show in Alpine is planned for Aug. 18-19
(Friday and Saturday). Plan on supporting this
show.

The Show Low Library will provide the proper
eye wear for viewers to see the eclipse on
August 21 at 9:00 am. Everyone was urged to
witness this event.
Suzanne Fern gave an update on efforts to
secure Hon-Dah for next year’s show. Memorial
Day weekend had already been reserved by
someone else. We are tentatively penciled in
for July 6 – 7, 2018.
Some of our club library material will be for
sale at the September meeting. Wonderful
literature will be available at bargain prices.
The next club meeting is set for September 10.
because of the Labor Day holiday,
Brookie Embry reminded us of the Adopt-aHighway cleanup on September 16. More details
will be announced at the next meeting.
After a ten-minute break, silent auctions were
held of items brought by members. The door
prize winners were Judy Foshee and Brookie
Embry. The 50/50 was won by Vickie Taylor.
Jake Knowles won a beautiful Madagascar
mineral and Brenda Hogarth won a lovely agate
bracelet.

Karen Dorsey shared information on the
There being no further business, the meeting
material to be found on our next trip to New
Mexico. Rick Palmer has information on Facetor was adjourned.
Gary Harris in Reserve, New Mexico. Those
Respectfully submitted
present were reminded that a hole dug to get
Hope Rubi Secretary
to a rock must always be filled in before
leaving the area.

Steven Vaal

Frank Urquides
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By Rick Palmer
On August 26 we will be traveling to Turkey Flat, which is just above Lee Russell Canyon over
the line in New Mexico. We will meet in the parking area between the dinosaur museum and
McDonalds in Springerville at 8:00 am. Plan to head out at 8:30 am.
Expect a drive of about an hour and 45 minutes to the turnoff to the deaf and youth camp
and another 20 minutes to two different sites where we should find lots of agates. The area
is at the top of a canyon, so be aware of possible showers that could result in flash flooding.
On the way in we can stop in Reserve, New Mexico for a break before heading out to the last
20 miles to the site.
Be sure to bring all necessary equipment for the trip, including good hiking boots, water for
drinking and also for cleaning rocks, sun screen, and lunch. Most of the material is on the
surface, but digging tools can be brought if desired.

Interested in finding Luna Blue Agate? The Grant County Rolling Stones Club is planning an
outing to Luna, New Mexico on August 19 in a search for Luna Blue Agate. In a phone
conversation Trip Leader Ansel Walters said that the Rolling Stones would be thrilled to have
members of other clubs join them. Because of our proximity to the New Mexico border,
Walters said that anybody from our end wanting to join the search could meet up with them
in Luna at the restaurant on Main Street at 10:30 am. And not to worry – there is only one
restaurant in Luna, and it is about the only business located there anyway! He said that any
vehicle could access the sight without problem, although the last mile might be muddy. If so,
cars could be parked and people be ferried in other vehicles. The collection point is only a few
miles out of Luna. He also said that they always drive right up to the collection site as a
convenience to those who have problems with hiking. As is always the case, wear protective
clothing, bring lots of water, and snacks to eat. He indicated they would leave the site about
3:00 or 4:00 pm. (At some future point, they might like to join us in a search for petrified
wood. There is none to be found in New Mexico and they would all love to find some.)
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Fluorite is one of the minerals found in New Mexico. New Mexico fluorite
specimens are “legendary” for their outstanding beautiful coloration and for their oftenperfect crystal form.
Fluorite occurs primarily as an extra mineral in lead and zinc deposits or within sedimentary
rocks such as limestone. With enough space during formation, crystals develop in the shape
of perfect cubes or eight-faced shapes (octahedrons).
Specimens are often white, but New Mexico fluorites are often found in blue, purple and
green hues. Fluorite is easily scratched and has a hardness of 4.0 on the MOHS Scale.
Fluorite is harder than calcite (3.0) and some specimens may resemble amethyst.
Fluorite can also be found throughout Arizona in the mine dumps around Superior and Globe
as well as in the Little Dragoon Mountains north of Tombstone. Colorful fluorite specimens
should be kept out of the sun as the colors will fade. The word “fluorescent” is derived from
fluorite, as it was the first mineral identified that “glowed” under UV light.

(From www.americangemsociety.com/birthstones)
Once again we have a month with multiple birthstones! You lucky people with August birthdays
can choose from peridot, sardonyx, or spinel (or all three!) for your birthstone ring.
PERIDOT: Interestingly, most of the world’s peridot is found not far from where
you are now sitting – on the San Carlos Reservation. Peridot is the rare gem-quality
variety of the common mineral olivine, which forms deep inside the earth’s mantle and
is brought to the surface by volcanoes. Its green color comes in various shades and is
a result of the composition of the mineral itself, rather than from trace impurities.
The raw crystal measures 6.5 to 7.0 on the Mohs scale and is prone to cracking, but the
finished gemstone is robust and easy to wear.
SARDONYX: Sardonyx combines alternating layers of sard and onyx—two types of
the layered mineral chalcedony—to create a reddish zebra-striped stone with white
bands. Sard ranges in color from yellowish red to reddish brown, depending on how
much iron oxide is present. Sardonyx, like onyx, shows layers of parallel bands—
instead of the chaotic, curved bands that compose agate, another type of chalcedony.
The finest examples of sardonyx, which display sharp contrasts between layers, are
found in India. Measuring 6.5 on the Mohs hardness scale, sardonyx is widely available and
relatively inexpensive as gems, beads, and jewelry. It is often carved into cameos, intaglios
and brooches to show the color contrast between layers.
SPINEL: The spinel is often confused with other gemstones because it tends to
resemble either a ruby or sapphire. In fact, some of the most famous rubies in history
have turned out to be spinel. But its distinguishing features, like its octahedral crystal
structure and single refraction, are what sets it apart from other gems. Spinel also has
a lower Mohs hardness (8.0) than ruby and sapphire. Vivid red is the most desirable
color of spinel gemstones, followed by cobalt blue, bright pink and bright orange. The
more affordable stones are often those with paler colors such as lavender.
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The July 22 coalition field trip to our claims found 30 avid rockhounds signed in, with 11
coming from coalition groups. One attendee even listed a hometown of Adventura, Florida!
We arrived at the claims under a partly cloudy sky, with some explorers heading to the high
ground and some to the lower road. Eventually the first-time visitors became oriented with
their surroundings and everybody began filling their buckets with the beautiful specimens to
be found in that area.
Around noon the clouds began to build and everybody moved to the lower side. Soon
afterwards the monsoon rains began sweeping in. Even so, we all had a great time and
gathered some outstanding crystals, agates, and other minerals to add to our collections.

Orange Calcite Crystals
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August 18-19: “Have Gems, Will Travel,” Alpine, AZ, Gem, Mineral, and Fossil Show
Friday, 10-4; Saturday, 9-3, Alpine Community Center.



August 26-27: Flagstaff Gem, Mineral and Jewelry Show, Saturday 9-5, Sunday 10-4.
Adults $3, seniors $2, children/students free. Elks Lodge #499, 2101 N. San Francisco St.
Lots of gems and minerals from around the world, meteorites, etc.



September 2-4: Grant County Rolling Stones Gem and Mineral Society 34th Annual Gem
and Mineral Show, free admission, daily field trips, special displays; Saturday 9-5,
Sunday 10-5, Monday 10-4. Grant County Veterans Memorial Conference Center,
3031 Highway 180 E., Silver City, NM.



October 6-8: Albuquerque, New Mexico Annual Show: Friday, Saturday, Sunday 9-5,
free admission. Location: Expo New Mexico State Fairgrounds, 300 San Pedro NE.



October 6-8: Mineral Collectors of Utah, Salt Lake City, free admission, Friday noon-9,
Saturday 10-9, Sunday 10-3. Location: Trolley Square, Salt Lake City. 600 S/700 E
(entrance).



October 14-15: Huachuca Mineral and Gem Club, Sierra Vista. (See flyer on previous
page.)



October 21-22: Sedona Gem and Mineral Club, Sedona, AZ. Saturday 10-5, Sunday 10-4
Admission $3, under 12 free. Sedona Red Rock High School, Highway 87A and Upper Red
Rock Loop Road.

If you love browsing in rock shops, especially for agate,
jasper, and New Mexico crystal, you might enjoy a new shop
that has opened in Reserve, New Mexico. This is not only just
a rock shop but a thrift store as well, so you might get a
double bang for your buck. The business is unofficially known
as “The Rock Shop,” but official name is Western New Mexico
Gem and Mineral Company. It is run by Tawnya Kaber and the
address is 74B Main Street in Reserve. It is open Monday
through Saturday 10:00 to 4:00.
Tawnya expressed an interest in joining our club and she has
been given information as to when we meet. So let’s give her a
big welcome when she comes through the door!
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(Information gathered from https://
www.desertusa.com/desert-prospecting/huntingmeteorites.html)
Humans have always been fascinated by meteors;
watching the fireball fall from the sky, seeing the
craters made with their fall from earth, and above
all else, desiring a piece of that fireball for themselves. Whether to keep, barter, or trade,
just to hold in one’s hands a rock from outer space is tantalizing. But how can one be sure that
the rock just found or purchased is really a meteorite? Here are some tips.
If you think you've found a meteorite, three preliminary tests should be performed:
1. Is it heavier than a normal rock of the same size?
2. Does it attract a magnet?
3. Does it have a dark brown or black crust?
If you can answer "yes" to all three questions, chances are that you may have a meteorite. For
a nominal fee, most university planetary science departments or a licensed mineral testing
laboratory will conduct an accurate final analysis. (Don't buy any meteorite until it has been
tested and a written verification has been presented. It's easy to mistake a meteorite for an
ordinary piece of hematite, iron slag or other material. There is a growing "counterfeit"
problem among meteorite sales.)
If you see a meteorite fall, it's important to record the exact date and time, geographical
location, visible landmarks, approximate angle of descent and impact, color, size and shape of
the object and whether or not you heard any sounds or explosions. If you find something on a
dry lake bed, sand dune or glacier that looks out of place, or your metal detector indicates
iron or nickel in that strange looking rock, it's probably worth further investigation and might
make you a little richer.
BLM - Rules for meteorite hunters 10/01/2012 - on BLM land.
Casual Collection: Meteorites may be casually collected (i.e., free and without a permit),
pursuant to BLM’s regulations at 43 CFR 8365.1-5. In accordance with those regulations:
Collection of meteorites is limited to certain public lands. Public lands closed to casual
collection include: developed recreation sites, certain units of the National Landscape
Conservation System, areas excluded from casual collection in a Land Use Plan such as an
Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC) or a wilderness area, and areas closed by
supplemental regulations;
Individuals are limited to collecting what can be easily hand-carried, up to a maximum of ten
pounds of meteorites per individual, per year; Only surface collection of meteorites using
non-motorized and non-mechanical equipment is allowed (metal detectors may be used); and
casually-collected meteorites are for personal use only, and may not be bartered or sold for
commercial purposes.
Read more: https://www.desertusa.com/desert-prospecting/huntingmeteorites.html#ixzz4pOGm57nP
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