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Welcome new member, Mary Johnson! Mary email to members via our webmaster, Aimee
is also a member of the local GPAA club.
Webster (afwebster61@gmail.com). Some of
Welcome back, Bill Todd!
us would like to explore with you and there is
July is our turn to host the coalition trip to safety in numbers.
our claims on July 22. Details are elsewhere in
this month’s Rock Talk. Help us to welcome
members/guests from other rock clubs. Rick
Palmer (along with help from Rick Olson) has
worked hard to clarify our claims boundaries
so that this year we can explore further.
Participation in this outing helps to lower the
filing fees, so make plans to take part.

Special thanks go out to Treasurer Suzanne
Fern. She has done an outstanding job keeping
our financial records in order. She has also
developed a “tickler system” to remind us of
when our bills and filings are due. Of course,
we would be nothing without the continued
dedication of all our board members and
volunteers. I love you all!!

Our meetings are always well attended. Help See you soon!
us get the word out about this great club. If
anyone plans outings other than our monthly
Rose Fowers
trips and would like company, please send an

Our next meeting is August 6.
For those whose last name begins with A through L
please bring snacks and remember cleanup duties.
Hi there! This is Brenda Hogarth (BG), your editor, and I would like just a moment of your
time. It is actually a team that works on and publishes Rock Talk and we work very hard to do
this. The purpose of Rock Talk is to inform you, the club member, of upcoming events and
shows as well as to share highlights of trips and information on different items related to our
various interests. And I am wondering — do you have information that might be of interest to
others in the club? I know that most of you are gifted artisans in various areas. Do you have a
tip that might help others? Have you read an article that gave an insight? Or maybe you know
that a well known scientist is giving a talk on fossils. These are just examples. If you do think
of something, please let Rose and me know. We would love to hear about it as well!
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Our newsletter is published monthly by
the White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club,
Inc. Any information or comments
members wish to include in the monthly
newsletter must be given to the editor at
the general membership meeting or call
the editor prior to the following weekend
after the meeting.

PRESIDENT

Membership dues are $15 for a single
membership and $20 for a couple/family.
Dues are paid the first of January each
year along with a completed application
form. Memberships initiated in
November or later in a given year are
also good for the following year.

We meet the first Sunday of the month
(unless it falls on a holiday) at the VFW
Post 9907, 381 North Central Avenue in
Show Low. Turn north off the Deuce of
Clubs at Burger King. Social half hour at
1:00 pm, meeting starts at 1:30 pm.

Rose Fowers

(928)537-2195

Rick Olson

(928)251-0949

Sandra Angelo

(928)537-3726

SECRETARY

Hope Rubi

(928)228-8851

TREASURER

Suzanne Fern

EDITOR

B.G. Hogarth

(928)532-3043

hogarths@citlink.net

Rick Palmer

(928)245-3920

palmer57@frontiernet.net

Stan Arneklev

(480)213-4187

John Mierzwik

(928)245-9720

VICE PRESIDENT
2ND VICE PRESIDENT

FIELD TRIP CHAIRMAN

Ursula Wilson
Kathleen Varhol

Webmaster/Coalition Chair

Aimee Webster

(602)503-8417

afwebster61@gmail.com

Gary Alves

(928)679-3644

Garyalves.chairman@gmail.com

Steve Fowers

(928)537-2195

Peggy Lancaster

(623)262-3859

Bill Stalder

(928)368-4496

Greeter/Door Prizes/Raffle

Linda Stalder

(928)368-4496

Auctioneer

John Mierzwik

(928)245-9720

Brookie/ Larry Embry

(928)537-0760

Claim Filing

Rose Fowers

(928)537-2195

Bonus Prizes

Sandra Angelo

(928)537-3726

Historian

Jeannie/Stan Arneklev

(480)213-4187

Librarians

Yvonne Garrett/Skye Castro

Show Chairman
Assistant Show Chairman
Sunshine
Education, Schools

Highway Cleanup

Meeting room setup/cleanup

Marta Rodovska

Show Low: Ursula Wilson

Pinetop/Lakeside: Peggy Lancaster

Snowflake/Taylor: Stan/Jeannie Arneklev

Springerville/Eager: Rick Palmer
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The meeting was called to order at 1:30 by
President Rose Fowers. Rose introduced guests
Ruth Burcham, Carol Stoller, and Wade Flake.
The June meeting minutes were approved
after a motion by John Mierzwik and a second
by Rick Olson.
Treasurers Report
Suzanne presented the treasurers report,
including a detailed accounting of funds
received and expenses from the show in May.
All in all, the show was a highly successful
event for the club.
Vice-President’s Report
Rick Olson stated that today’s program is the
final segment of his Geology in Arizona
presentation.
Second Vice-President’s Report
Sandra Angelo emphasized that members must
sign her notebook whenever performing a
service for the club that is above and beyond
the norm to be put in a drawing for end of
year prizes.
Board Members Report
John Mierzwik suggested that the members
should give President Rose Fowers a big hand
of applause as thanks for her leadership and
guidance for the club having one of the best
shows in its history.
Report On Outings
Rick Palmer reported that 21 people attended
the June 24 outing to Cow Springs. Some items
collected included green jasper, chalcedony,
carnelian, and obsidian.
On July 22, a coalition trip to our claims is
planned. Plan on meeting in Springerville
between McDonalds and Dinosaur Museum at
8:00 am. There is a possibility of monsoons, so
come prepared. The convoy will leave at 8:30.
High profile or four-wheel drive is preferred.
An August trip in search of petrified wood
and possibly invertebrate fossils is planned,
but the location is yet to be determined.

Karen Dorsey reported on a trip she took with
a group from Superior and displayed some
items collected such as Chrysocolla and
Azurite balls in matrix. Perhaps we can plan an
outing over the winter.
Wade Flake displayed lapidary equipment he
has for sale.
Announcements
Rose reminded everybody that the club has a
great library and members are encouraged to
use it.
John Mierzwik gave a great dinosaur presentation for children at the Nature Center. The
summer schedule for the center was in last
month’s newsletter. The club helps support the
center with donations, so let’s support them in
person.
Rose encouraged members to read the
newsletter so that they will better informed
as to club activities, shows, and other items.
Alpine’s show is scheduled for August 18 and
19. Those wanting to be vendors should advise
Rose.
Suzanne gave a brief overview of club show
finances. A nice profit was realized.
Jeannie Arneklev thanked everybody for their
help with the kids’ activities at the show.
It was agreed to let Hondah know by August 1
that the club wishes to use their facilities for
a show on Memorial Day weekend next year. At
Stan’s suggestion, it was agreed that the club
should purchase a fence post remover for
taking down the road signs advertising the
show.

Rose shared with members several suggestions
for improving next year’s show based on
ideas gleaned from a show in Farmington,
New Mexico that she and Steve attended.
Members agreed to have a personal member
silent auction instead of a program in August.
Members may bring three items each. Details
will be included in Rock Talk. Sandra Angelo
will lead the August meeting in the absence of
our president.
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(Minutes, continued from Page 3)
(Continued on Page 4)
After a short break Rick Olson finished his presentation on Geology in Arizona.
Door Prizes/50-50 Raffle:
Door prizes were won by John Davis, Mary Johnson, and Dave Adams.
50-50 raffle prizes were won by Larry Embry (Cash), Mary Johnson (big geode), Vicky Taylor
(selenite), and Brookie Embry (opal).
There being no further business to discuss, motion was made by John Bustrand to adjourn the
meeting. After a second by Debbie Trimble, the meeting was adjourned at 3:10 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Brenda Hogarth, Acting Secretary

Our meeting on August 6 will be short on business and long on socialization. Rose will be
vending at a show and I, Second Vice President, will be leading the meeting. Instead of an
education program, since Rick Olson will be playing elsewhere, we will have our club member
silent auction. You will have three 15-minute opportunities to offer something for sale. Gator
will have auction bid sheets available. Members may bid on the item. Twenty percent of the
proceeds are donated to the club. If you have any questions, please contact me via email
[sandra_angelo@hotmail.com] or telephone [928.537.3726]. Looking forward to seeing you
(from a different perspective) next month.
Sandra Angelo, Second Vice President

Our field trip on July 22 is a coalition trip, meaning that members of
other clubs in this area are invited. We will be going out to our claims
which abut the New Mexico border. As Rose said earlier in her President’s letter,
“Participation in this outing helps to lower the filing fees, so make plans to take part.”
If you plan to attend, meet everybody in Springerville On July 22 at 8:00 AM, between
McDonald’s and the Dinosaur Museum. The group will convoy out to the claims for a day of
rockhounding, hiking, and socializing. High clearance vehicles are recommended; fourwheeled if you like. Monsoons are a possibility, so come prepared for both sun and rain. And
of course, bring snacks, a lunch, and lots of hydrating liquids!
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Petrified wood is a fossil/rock mostly made by volcanic eruption or being buried by soil. The
process takes hundreds of thousands of years; however, once petrified, it becomes one of the
most unique and beautiful fossils in the world. Its root word is “petro” in Greek, which means
“rock or stone”.
The petrification process begins when wood is covered with volcanic ashes or sediment
without any oxygen. The wood’s organic material turns into minerals, mostly silicate or quartz.
It is from these minerals that petrified wood gets its many different colors. For example, red
and yellow come from iron oxide; blue and green from copper; black from carbon; and pink and
orange from manganese.
Some petrified wood dates to 638 million years ago. While in some places small pieces of
petrified wood seem to be abundant, it is rare to find an entire log. This is because the crystal
is brittle and tends to break after a while.
Two petrified forest national monuments in the U.S. draw interest from around the world. The
Petrified Forest National Monument in Holbrook was established December 9, 1962. In this
park, the first fire scars appeared on the wood almost 400 million years ago. In California, a
petrified wood area began to form 3.4 million years ago when Mt. St. Helen’s erupted. The
wood in this area is known as Sequoia Langsdorfii. The forest was discovered in 1870 and was
made a national monument in 1978.

In researching the July birthstone, your editor discovered that July has six birthstones
depending upon which calendar is being used. Most are red except for the turquoise and the
onyx. According to our calendar, however, this article should focus on the ruby. What we call a
ruby is actually the red variety of corundum and strictly speaking, could be considered to be a
red sapphire. However, rubies have historically been designated as one of the four precious
gemstones, the others being diamond, sapphire, and emerald. According to www.minerals.net,
the best rubies come from Burma and are prized for their exceptional color. However, these
rubies generally don’t exceed more than a few carats. Large Burmese rubies are worth millions
of dollars! Most rubies on the market come from Thailand and have a reddish-brown hue and
are heat treated to improve hue. Rubies are mined in various places in the Orient and also in
Australia. In the U.S. rubies are only found in North Carolina. The ruby is a 9 on the Mohs
scale with a hexagonal crystal system and an SG of 3.9 to 4.1.
“The glowing ruby shall adorn
Those who in July are born;
Then they’ll be exempt and free
From love’s doubts and anxieties.”
(Ancient Gregorian Birthstone Poem)
Taken from www.kamayojewelry.com/month-birthstones/July
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On June 24, the club field trip was to an area I call Cow Springs, after a shaky start where
I left three of our club members behind. (They later caught up.) About 45 minutes later we
were out in the flat dirt tank. Twenty-one people signed up. The weather started out very
warm, but luckily the clouds came around and cooled things off a bit. Everyone was finding
material; carnelian, orange banded agate, jasper, and chalcedony. We all had a good time!

Carnelian
Chalcedony

Find of the Day
(By John Bustraan)

Chalcedony & Obsidian

Collection Area

Time for a Break!
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AUGUST 4-6: Prescott Gem and Mineral Club Prescott Valley Event Center, 3201 N.
Main Street, Prescott Valley, AZ Friday & Saturday, 9-5, Sunday 9-4. Admission $5,
Seniors/Students $4, children under 12 free.



August 18-19: “Have Gems, Will Travel,” Alpine, AZ, Gem, Mineral, and Fossil Show
Friday, 10-4; Saturday, 9-3, Alpine Community Center.
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