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Welcome to our new member, Vickie Taylor!
Thanks to Bill/Linda Stalder, John Mierzwik and
Vickie joined at her first meeting with us, having Sandra Angelo who volunteered to “man” a booth
moved to the White Mountains from California.
at the June 3, 2017 Walk for the Woods event
Twenty members attended our April outing to at the Nature Center. If you have time that
weekend check out the Center and this exciting
Hidden Cove Petroglyph Park. Improvements to
the park included a new hiking trail and ramadas event (10:00 to Noon).
for shade. As usual, our tour guide Michael’s
enthusiasm and love of the area made for an
enjoyable experience. After a picnic at
Holbrook’s town park, we drove to Dobell’s quarry
and came home with lots of wonderful petrified
wood.
Information on our May outing is located
elsewhere in Rock Talk.
It’s not too late to call Sandra Angelo
(928-537-3726 – evenings or weekends only) to
volunteer to help with our show the end of this
month. More info on the show is included in this
month’s newsletter.

Special thanks to all members who donated
and/or acquired some wonderful items for the
raffles at our show. We now have 23 vendors!
With so many vendors this year, we ran short of
tables. Thanks to club members offering use of
their tables, the cost of renting Hon-dah’s tables
won’t be as great.
Plans are being made with Librarian Yvonne to
sell or donate some of the older library material.
Whoever has borrowed the book “Agates Inside
and Out,” please return it.
I look forward to everyone’s help throughout
our show. Your participation will help ensure a
successful show. See you there!
Rose Fowers

“Collecting Agates and Jaspers of North America” by Patti Polk. Published by Krause
Publications. ISBN-13:978-1-4402-3745-4.
“Collecting Rocks, Gems and Minerals” by Patti Polk. Published by Krause Publications. ISBN13-978-1-4402-0415-9 (published in 2010, but newer versions are available).
Both books have beautiful color pictures, identification, and values. Very comprehensive.

Our next meeting is June 4.
For those whose last name begins with A through H
please bring snacks and remember cleanup duties.
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Our newsletter is published monthly by
the White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club,
Inc. Any information or comments
members wish to include in the monthly
newsletter must be given to the editor at
the general membership meeting or call
the editor prior to the following weekend
after the meeting.
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form. Memberships initiated in
November or later in a given year are
also good for the following year.

We meet the first Sunday of the month
(unless it falls on a holiday) at the VFW
Post 9907, 381 North Central Avenue in
Show Low. Turn north off the Deuce of
Clubs at Burger King. Social half hour at
1:00 pm, meeting starts at 1:30 pm.
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The meeting was called to order by President
Rose Fowers at 1:30 PM.
Treasurer Suzanne Fern gave the financial
report for April and the receipts/expenses
for the upcoming show.
Rose welcomed new member Vickie Taylor
and guests James and Melissa Porter.

Twenty-two paid vendors from six different
states have signed for the show. We must
rent a few more tables from Hon-Dah even
though some members have donated their own
tables. Hon-Dah has agreed to put our show
info on their marquee.
Susanne gave a report on the publicity for
the rock show in newspapers, radio, and
Channel 12's Friday announcement on Things
To Do This Weekend in Arizona.

Second Vice President Sandra Angelo
reminded everybody to contact her when a
member does anything above the norm for the
After a ten-minute break Steve Fowers,
club. John Mierzwik thanked everyone for the
the show’s set-up/tear-down wrangler, asked
cards and visits while he was in the hospital.
for volunteers to help with the set up on
Karen Dorsey will be leading a trip on
Friday May 26. Please be at America One
May 20 to Colcord to look for crinoids and
Storage on Penrod Road at 8:30 AM, Unit A-7.
more. Everyone should meet at 9:00 AM at
Everything must be transported and set up at
Three Bears in Heber. Brookie reminded us
Hon-Dah by 2:00 PM. Vendors are scheduled
that the road cleanup on May 13 meeting place to set up their displays from 2:00 to 6:00 PM
is next to Arby’s parking lot at 9:00 AM. Bring and will also have an hour before the show
hats, sun cream, gloves, and comfortable
Saturday morning. We must also pack up and
shoes.
transport tables, chairs, and display cabinets
Rick Palmer is planning a trip to Cal Springs on Sunday after the show. Show starts at
9:00 AM on Saturday and 10:00 AM on
Ranch in June. Rose announced the library is
Sunday.
selling some of our older magazines. If
interested, talk to Club Librarian Yvonne.
After a five-minute break Rick Olson
showed
an informative educational film on the
We will have a table at the Walk in the
Carlsbad
Caverns.
Woods June 3 at the Nature Center. Bill
Stalder, John Mierzwik and Sandra Angelo
Sandra Angelo and Dave Adams won door
have volunteered to man the table. Walk in
prizes. John Mierzwik won the 50/50 of $33
the Woods also sent a very nice thank you
and other prizes were won by Brookie and
letter for our recent contribution.
Chuck.
Please remember that the Pick Me Rock
There being no further business to discuss
Shop in Lakeside is now open and club
the meeting was adjourned.
members get a ten percent discount.
Respectfully submitted
Hope Rubi, Secretary
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Vanadinite has some of the most unique colors; they can be bright red, yellow, brown,
red-brown, orange-red, grey, and sometimes colorless. It was first found in 1801 by Spanish
mineralogist Andres Manuel del Rico. The mineralogist called it “brown lead” and asserted that
it contained a new element which he named pancuronium. He then concluded that is was
instead merely an impure form of chromium. Vanadinite was rediscovered in 1838 in Hidalgo,
Mexico. It is an uncommon mineral in the Apatite group.
Its tenacity is brittle. On the MOHS scale it is 3-4. It has no ultraviolet colors. It has a
melting point of 1910C or 3470F. It has no cleavage and its fracture is uneven and it is very
hexagonal. It can be transparent and is nodular with possible hair- like strands and a greasy
luster.
Vanadinite can be found in Arizona, Colorado, and South Dakota. Outside the US, it has been
found in Austria, Scotland, South Africa, Morocco and the Ural Mountains. Vanadinite can be
found in over 400 mines around the world. The most notable mines with Vanadinite are
Milbladen and Touisset in Morocco and in the Gila County mine in Arizona.

Those with May birthdays have much in common with the famous Egyptian Queen Cleopatra
and with the lesser known Muzo Indians of Colombia in South America. It is said that
Cleopatra had such a love for emeralds that she claimed ownership of all emerald mines in
Egypt. The Muzo Indians also prized emeralds. Their mines were so well hidden that it took
the Spanish conquistadors almost 20 years to find them.
This lovely green gemstone is actually a variety of beryl, a mineral that grows with six sides
and up to a foot in length. Color can range from light green to a deep rich green. The value
depends both on the color and the cut by the gemologist. In fact, most emeralds are
eventually heat treated in order to deepen the color. The rarest emeralds tend to be a deep
green-blue in color.
Emeralds are found the world over, including Colombia, Brazil, Afghanistan, and Zambia. In
North America the emerald is more difficult to find. Several mines exist in North Carolina,
but only the Emerald Hollow Mine, located near the town of Hiddenite in the Brushy
Mountains allows outsiders to prospect for their own emeralds.
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Karen Dorsey is leading this month’s outing below the Rim to an area or two
along the Colcord Road. Meet at the Three Bears Restaurant in Heber (on the
right as you are about to leave Heber toward Payson).
There is an abundance of invertebrate fossils (corals, brachiopods, nautiloids,
and perhaps a trilobite) to be collected.
Bring collecting bags, water, hiking shoes, gloves, lunch, walking stick, etc.
The terrain is mostly flat and you will be surface collecting. Four-wheel drive is
not needed.

Call Karen at 928-536-2360 if you have any questions about the site or
carpooling.

Ever have problems trimming your
specimen without pulverizing it?
Try using a Hoof Nipper
(shown at left) to gently remove
excess rock from your specimen.
(From the Rockhound Record, Volume 75, No. 10,
December 2016)
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JUNE, 2017

Rick Palmer is planning a trip to Cal Springs Ranch in June. Details will be forthcoming.



MAY 27-28: Bisbee Annual Show
Queen Mine, 478 N. Dart Road, Bisbee, AZ , Saturday, Sunday 9-5, free admission.



JUNE 2-4: Coconino Lapidary Club Rock, Gem & Mineral Show
Outdoor Market, Hwy. 89N and Silver Saddle Road, Flagstaff, AZ, Friday and Saturday
9-5, Sunday 9-4, free admission.



AUGUST 4-6: Prescott Gem and Mineral Club Prescott Valley Event Center, 3201
N. Main Street, Prescott Valley, AZ Friday & Saturday, 9-5, Sunday 9-4. Admission $5,
Seniors/Students $4, children under 12 free.

Following are a few collecting hints, reprinted in part from the “Gem Trails” series books by Gem
Guide Book Co., Publisher:

 Walk back and forth looking at the rocks with the sun in front of you, then behind. Agates

and chalcedony are translucent with the light shining through them. Patterns show off better
with the sun behind you.

 Look for treasures after rains, if possible. Moisture makes the patterns stand out.
 Check rocks in the field by knocking off a small chip from the edge with a hard blow of your
rock hammer.

 If a rock is already broken, a conchoidal fracture is often a sign it can be polished.
 Look in streams and along hillsides and on the dirt banks of streams and lakes.
 If a rock is of good color but contains fractures, take it home to your tumbler.
 If possible, take a GPS reading of the area or mark it on a map, make note of the area listing
landmarks in case you want to return.

 Always carry a spray bottle with you to wet the rocks. Wet rocks show more characteristics
of the stone than dry ones.
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(Photos courtesy of Stan Arneklev)
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WMGMC ADOPT-A-HIGHWAY CLEANUP
Headed up by Brookie and Steve Embry, a group of WMGMC members went out on the
club’s adopted section of US60 to find, not rocks or fossils, but trash to be disposed of.
A number of garbage bags were filled up and we thank these hardy souls for braving the
traffic and making that section of the highway beautiful again!

INTERESTED IN ARIZONA GEOLOGY?
Then you won’t want to miss the June meeting!
Rick Olson is planning a fascinating look into
early geology in Arizona. See you there!
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