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Welcome to new member, Emi Coplan and her
donation to the City of Holbrook earmarked for
children, Dallas, age 10 and Raelyn, age 17. They more improvements to the park.
joined through Emi’s sister, Troylene Coplan.
The beautiful color posters for promoting our
We look forward to meeting the family!
show are printed and will be available at the
Twenty-seven members attended the March next meeting. They must be displayed in May in
outing to three areas south of and near
every business window that will allow it. Great
Superior. Thanks to John Bustraan, we collected publicity brings the most guests to our show.
chalcedony, rainbow marble and epidote with
Everyone must help getting donations for show
garnets. While at the last site we met the
raffles. Donations can be in the form of gift
caretaker of the Silver King Mine outside of
certificates, jewelry, and whatever. Copies of a
Superior. We were invited to return to the mine donation request letter for local businesses are
in the future to collect silver and gold from the available and are necessary for the business to
tailings. We will plan a trip to the mine, probably use for tax deductions. Call me for copies of the
letter and they will also be available at the May
in the winter!
A bit of time was spent at the April meeting meeting. Please help us to get some nice
detailing plans and jobs for the upcoming show. donations; I am asking that each of you try to
get at least one or two. Please advise me as to
I suspect the May meeting will be much of the
each donation and I will notify the business that
same. Apologies to Rick Olson for taking so
much time in show discussion that he was unable their company is listed in the flyer given to the
show attendees. That equals to double publicity
to present his educational program.
for them.
Our next outing on April 22 should be fun.
As most of you know, we have made some
Those who visited the Hidden Cove Petroglyph
Park with the club a couple of years ago will now minor adjustments to the way things were done
find a “real” trail compared to the challenges of in past shows that we are hoping will streamline
the event and make it a huge success.
climbing over and under boulders that we
experienced in the past. Michael, the park
caretaker will tell us all about the new and
(Continued on Page 3)
wonderful discoveries made by visitor-scientists
since our last visit. The club recently sent a

Our next meeting is May 7.
For those whose last name begins with I through Z
please bring snacks and remember cleanup duties.
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Our newsletter is published monthly by
the White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club,
Inc. Any information or comments
members wish to include in the monthly
newsletter must be given to the editor at
the general membership meeting or call
the editor prior to the following weekend
after the meeting.

PRESIDENT

Membership dues are $15 for a single
membership and $20 for a couple/family.
Dues are paid the first of January each
year along with a completed application
form. Memberships initiated in
November or later in a given year are
also good for the following year.

We meet the first Sunday of the month
(unless it falls on a holiday) at the VFW
Post 9907, 381 North Central Avenue in
Show Low. Turn north off the Deuce of
Clubs at Burger King. Social half hour at
1:00 pm, meeting starts at 1:30 pm.
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We recently had more color club brochures
printed as we gear up for not only the show,
but the return of our summer visitors. To
each Chamber of Commerce rep, let me know
if you need to replenish the slots at each of
the chamber offices.

Sign up at the next meeting for one or more
of the show duties or call Sandra Angelo to
let her know you want to help. Experience is
not necessary! We can even find “jobs” for
our junior members so they can learn what it
takes to put on a show. The shifts are each
Have a great month and let’s hope we don’t
about two hours fifteen minutes long, so
get any more snow until next winter.
there will be plenty of time off. We need you
Rose Fowers
all!!

The April 2, 2017 meeting was called to order
by President Rose Fowers at 1:25 PM. Motion
was made by John Mierzwik with a second by
Bill Stalder to approve last month’s meeting
minutes as published. The motion carried.
Treasurer Suzanne Fern gave the financial
report for March 2017.
Vice President Rick Olson stated that the
lamp on the club projector is broken and would
cost over $100 to replace. This has been a
problem with viewing the educational DVDs.
Rick has arranged with the VFW to use their
TV screen. No discussion was held regarding
what to do about the projector.
Second Vice President Sandra Angelo
reminded everybody to add their names to the
book when a member does anything “above and
beyond” for the club. Thanks to Stan the club
will be purchasing sturdy boxes for storage of
rocks at a reasonable price. Members will be
able to purchase some and the remainder will
be used for storing the club’s specimens.
John Mierzwik mentioned the fun facts he
learned at the STEM Fair. He also reminded
us to plan a trip to Wyoming in September to
get fish fossils. We need someone to lead the
trip.

After a discussion of whether to offer a
club outing in May (because of our upcoming
show), Karen Dorsey volunteered to lead a trip
on May 20 to Colcord (just below the Rim) to
look for invertebrate fossils. Karen displayed
several specimens from that area. Details of
our May outing will be in next month’s
Rock Talk.
Brookie Embry reminded us about the semiannual road cleanup on May 13. Meeting place
is next to Arby’s parking lot at 9 AM. Safety
vests, pick up sticks and bags will be provided.
Bring walking shoes, hats, water and gloves.
The more people attend, the less time it will
take to complete the task.
After a ten-minute break, Rick Olsen
reported that the state mineral for Arizona is
now wulfenite.
Rose announced that Jodi Brewster,
President, Gila County Gem & Mineral Society
in Miami, AZ is the new state director for the
Rocky Mountain Federation.

Rose welcomed guests Jim and Sandy
Jacobs, owners of Pick Me Rock Shop, who
have opened a store in Lakeside.

Other announcements included a brief
report of the outreach success of the Earth
Science Museum in the valley. At the end of
February they had worked with over 5,000
students. Rose asked for volunteers to “man”
a club booth on the March for Science event
on April 22 as well as the June 3 Walk for the
Woods event.

Rick Palmer gave details on our April outing
to Hidden Cove Petroglyph Park and Dobell
Ranch. Details of our monthly outing will be
available in this month’s Rock Talk.

(Continued on Page 4)

Much discussion followed concerning the
upcoming show. Show Chairman Gary Alves
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reported that 68 tables (19 vendors to date)
have been sold so far and reminded us to sign
up to help with the show. Gold dust cards will
be given to the first 100 families to arrive on
both days. We will also be combining the
membership and raffle tables. Entrance
tickets will be given at the door, but door
prizes will no longer be given. Donations from
vendors will be combined with donations from
local businesses to be a part of our raffles.
Raffles alone brought in $500 in 2015 and
$571 in 2016. Hopefully we will surpass that
amount this year.
Sandra and Karen have volunteered flatbed
trailers to haul the tables and display cases to
and from the show. Rick Olsen will arrange for
the loan of chairs from the Nature Center.
Stan asked for donations of rocks for the
Activity Center. Rocks should be the size of a
quarter in order to fit in the egg crates. BG
found a vendor to get 100 lanyards for $13.69
plus shipping. The lanyards will be attached to
the vendor badges and will be collected when
the show is over. Suzanne Fern will order the
lanyards. BG has also volunteered to take her
laptop and printer to the show in case
anything needs to be printed.

Steve Fowers is the set-up/tear-down
“wrangler”. Everyone’s help will be needed
during set-up, tear-down, and everything in
between. Steve, Gary, Sandra and Rose will
team up to detail out the table arrangements.
Rose read donation thank you notes from
Doug and Hazel Wolfe at the Dinosaur
Museum and the Round Mountain Boys and
Girls Club, as well as one from the Regional
STEM Fair administration.
After a ten-minute break Rose Fowers
announced that our librarian is stepping down
due to family medical problems. A volunteer
for the position is needed as soon as possible.
Door prizes: Steve Fowers won both a puffy
heart and the 50/50 for $39.00. A fish fossil
was won by Troylene Coplan, two jasper eggs
by Roland Webster, and a celestite specimen
by Debbie Trimble.
There being no further business, the
meeting was adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,
Hope Rubi, Secretary

Club Librarian Yvonne Garrett tells us that family issues may cause her to step down
from her position. Will somebody please step up to volunteer to take the job?
The club has many books, magazines, articles, DVDs, etc. that must be brought to the
monthly meetings. The librarian is responsible for keeping track of items checked out and
returned by members. The librarian will periodically purge the older items to sell to club
members at very low prices. This project can be done with help from others to determine
what can be sold.

The library is well organized but the job does require the ability to bring the items to
the meetings and involves potential heavy lifting.
Please contact Rose or Suzanne Fern if you can become our librarian.

Page 5

As you know, our 20th Annual White Mountain Gem and Mineral Club Show on Memorial Day
weekend will host vendors selling jewelry, gems, beads, fossils, minerals, lapidary equipment,
and items related to our hobby. Free children's activities and educational displays including
many fluorescent minerals under UV lights are also included. Members are encouraged to
contact me if they wish to have a display for the public to view your collections.
New members may be hesitating to help. We learned from the last show that people
tend to chip in at the last minute. My goal is to recruit apprentices to work with experienced
members at various tasks for training to perform the job in the future. I remember when
we were new members and not knowing what to expect at the show either. To date we have
19 paid vendors coming from California, Arizona, Utah, and New Mexico.
Stan has designed color posters that are available for posting at your favorite places
around town (with permission, of course). You may also want to scan them on to your Face
Book page. B.G. has created vendor ID badges. Brookie also has raffle tickets available for
everyone to sell to your friends or buy them yourself. Sandra has signup sheets for work
hours at the show. These are for set up, tear down, admissions, kid’s activities, raffle sales,
silent auction, spinning wheel, club information/membership, announcer, and security. Most
time slots are only for two hours. Sign up for one or two slots (most of us stay throughout
the weekend and are able to participate in a number of jobs). Publicity is critical. Tell your
friends about our show. This year we will pay for an ad in Wampum. Gabrielle is working with
Rose and Suzanne F. to get plenty of PSAs throughout the mountain.
Did I mention how important the raffle is? Please ask your favorite merchant for a
donation. If merchants don’t have specific items to donate, a gift certificate will do. We will
have donation request letters with our 501(c)(3) number to provide to those donating a
prize. It never hurts to ask. Remember: this show funds our education and community

activities. Take a few minutes to decide how you can help make this the best show in recent
history.
Thanks! Gary Alves, Show Chairman
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Epidotes are green, black, brown, and shades of yellow. It’s a crystal and
is mostly dense and fragile. The crystal can be mistaken for tourmaline;
however, upon closer look, the tourmaline lacks the cleavage of the epidote
and the tourmaline has a triangular cross section not found in the epidote.
An interesting fact is that the word “epidote” comes from the Greek word meaning
“increase” which is an allusion to the crystal characteristics of one side which is longer at the
base of the prism. On the hardness scale, it’s a 6-7. This crystal is not radioactive at all and
it’s a metamorphic rock.
Epidote crystals can range in clarity from transparent to opaque; transparent crystals are
the most valuable. Epidotes can be found all over the world. The biggest source of the crystal
is in eastern France; however, they also can be found in Arizona at Camelback Mountain and in
the Ajo District along the Little Ajo Mountains.

The beautiful, sparkling diamond that we most commonly think of as a
jewelry item actually has a double personality. For jewelry purposes it is
considered a gemstone. Its hardness makes it compatible for industrial
purposes and so it is also considered a mineral.
Mankind has always had a love affair with the diamond as a gemstone.
It’s use goes back into antiquity. In modern times the diamond is graded
and certified on the four Cs — color, cut, clarity, and carat. Diamonds have a high market price,
but this is not because they are rare or difficult to mine. It is because of tight market controls
handled by diamond mining companies, most notably De Beers Consolidated Mines, Ltd.
The carat weight measures the mass of the diamond. One carat equals 200 milligrams, or
0.007 ounce avoirdupois.
Clarity is a measure of internal defects, such as crystals, cracks, or other items.

Color: The best color grading is a D, which refers to completely clear and translucent. Diamonds
can actually be found in any color.
Cut: Diamond cutting is the art and science of creating a gem-quality diamond out of mined rough.
The cut of a diamond describes the quality of workmanship and the angles to which a diamond is
cut. Often diamond cut is confused with "shape".
Diamonds are also manufactured in laboratories and are visually identical to natural mined
diamonds.
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ROCKS FOR THE KIDS’ EGG CARTONS
We are looking for more rock specimens to help support the KIDS’ ROCK PROGRAM
during the yearly rock show. Please help by supplying polished or rough specimens by name
and if possible the location in which they were found. The size of the rock should be around a
QUARTER to HALF DOLLAR. If possible we would like 50 or more. If you have any questions,

please call Stan or Jeannie Arneklev @480-213-4187.

THIS IS THE ROCK INVENTORY WE PRESENTLY HAVE ON HAND.
PLEASE ADD TO THE INVENTORY WITH DIFFERENT ROCK SAMPLES!

Agate

Iron Pyrite (fool’s gold)

Apache Tears (need)

Jasper

Azurite

Obsidian

Bubblegum Agate (Quartzite, AZ)

Opalite from California

Calcite

Payson Geodes

Chalcedony

Petrified Wood, Natural

Chert from Texas

Petrified Wood, Polished

Chrysocolla

Pink and Black Marble from Etna, CA

Chrystal Citrine from Brazil

Quartz

Fluorite

Selenite (Desert Rose)

Glauberite from Camp Verde, AZ

Serpentine

Green Branded Rhyolite
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The April outing for Saturday April 22 will be to the Hidden Cove Petroglyph Park west of
Holbrook and then to Dobells.
We will meet at 9:30 AM at the Holbrook dog park and picnic area on west Hopi Drive.
Going into town from Show Low cross over the tracks, turn left (west) on to Hopi Drive, then
proceed west toward the interstate and look for the fenced dog park on the left. When we
last drove through town we noticed a porta-potty at the park.
From there we will continue to the interstate heading west and take the first exit to the
golf course. We will park at the golf course and meet Michael, our tour guide. High clearance
vehicles may be needed to get to the petroglyphs, so any other vehicles may leave their cars
at the golf course parking lot.
The Petroglyph Park has one good walking trail available now. It is recommended that you
bring hiking shoes, hats, water, walking sticks, and sun protection as it may be warm. Bring
binoculars too as there is the potential for viewing wildlife. After our tour, we will return to
the dog park area in Holbrook and have a picnic lunch (BYO) at the park under the covered
picnic areas.
After lunch, for anyone interested, we will travel to Dobells to collect and purchase
petrified wood from their quarry. They are charging $40 per five-gallon bucket. We have
negotiated another option for purchasing which will be shared with those attending that day.
Dobells will accept cash or personal checks from our members, so bring both in case you go
crazy picking up specimens.

Troylene Coplan

James and Sandra Jacobs
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April 22, 2017

We will be visiting Hidden Cove Petroglyph Park in Holbrook. From there we will visit Dobell’s
to collect colorful petrified wood. A new area in their claim will be opened for our club. They
are now charging $40 per five-gallon bucket. Cash or local checks only will be accepted.

May, 2017

Karen Dorsey has volunteered to lead a trip on May 20 to Colcord (just below the Rim) to look
for invertebrate fossils. More information in next month’s Rock Talk.

Bob and I joined the Mingus Gem and Mineral Club on March 18, for their annual coalition
trip. Hosted by Club President Don Strong, we got together at the Cottonwood (Copper)
Slag Heap. Sounds weird, but it was a great time!
Copper slag is a by-product of copper extraction by smelting. We picked up the various
color and size specimens of minerals found with copper in its natural state.
Later that day we went to the Mingus Gem and Mineral Club Annual Show, which was held
at the high school. It was a good show. We stayed the night in Cottonwood and next day
went to the fabulous Copper Art Museum in Clarkdale, described as a "must see" by Trip
Advisor. All in all, it was a great experience.



MAY 6-7: Mohave County Gemstoners Annual Gem & Mineral Show
Kingman Academy of Learning, 3420 N. Burbank Avenue, Kingman, AZ, Saturday 9-5,
Sunday 10-4, free admission



MAY 27-28: Bisbee Annual Show
Queen Mine, 478 N. Dart Road, Bisbee, AZ , Saturday, Sunday 9-5, free admission.



JUNE 2-4: Coconino Lapidary Club Rock, Gem & Mineral Show
Outdoor Market, Hwy. 89N and Silver Saddle Road, Flagstaff, AZ, Friday and Saturday
9-5, Sunday 9-4, free admission.



AUGUST 4-6: Prescott Gem and Mineral Club Prescott Valley Event Center, 3201
N. Main Street, Prescott Valley, AZ Friday & Saturday, 9-5, Sunday 9-4. Admission $5,
Seniors/Students $4, children under 12 free.
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