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Joining WMGMC during our March meeting
were Nate and Carrie Clark and their children,
Connor and Zayla; Roger VanBriesen, Karen
Pound, and George Oldham. Welcome also to
new member, Troylene Coplan. She was a guest
at our February outing to the Petrified Forest.
You can call me at any time if you have any
questions/suggestions/concerns. We look
forward to getting to know you all.
Speaking of our February outing, 36 people
joined us for an outstanding and educational
adventure to the “Forest”. Thanks to Park
Paleontologists Adam and Chuck for making our
day! Stan took many photos available for
viewing in our Club Activities Scrapbook that is
brought to every meeting.
March is when we must remove (from the
club roster) anyone who has not renewed their
membership for the year. Please renew soon if
you intend to remain with us. Mail your
application and dues to our PO box.
Congratulations to Karen Dorsey for her
recent retirement from Bashas! She worked
for them for 29 years. Retirement means we
will be seeing more of her throughout the
year. Karen is responsible for ordering our
brass name badges.
Many thanks to Bill and Linda Stalder for
taking a trip south during the Tucson show
and purchasing many new specimens for our
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silent auctions. Auctioneer John Mierzwik will
be putting out these new items throughout the
year. David and Charlene Bingell donated a
wonderful dinosaur DVD to the club library.
Spring not only brings winds and flowers, but
it also means our club gets many requests to
display our club at various events in the many
communities we serve here on the mountain.
Many thanks to those who answered my plea
for more help with those events. You can be
sure I will call you!
Club member John Bustraan will be leading
our March outing (details elsewhere in this
month’s Rock Talk). It doesn’t take much work
to lead a trip. So if you know of any locality
where material can be legally collected please
call Rick Palmer to volunteer. Our field trip
binders have much information but it is always
fun to go somewhere new.
And finally, for you new members, our
twentieth annual gem and mineral show on
Memorial Day weekend is just around the
corner. It is an undertaking that requires
everyone’s help. There are many ways you can
help to ensure a successful show. Please
contact Gary Alves to offer help. Experience
is not required!! Thanks to Sandra Angelo,
signup sheets for all show-related duties will
be available at the April meeting,
Rose Fowers

Our next meeting is April 2.
For those whose last name begins with A through H
please bring snacks and remember cleanup duties.
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Our newsletter is published monthly by
the White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club,
Inc. Any information or comments
members wish to include in the monthly
newsletter must be given to the editor at
the general membership meeting or call
the editor prior to the following weekend
after the meeting.
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Membership dues are $15 for a single
membership and $20 for a couple/family.
Dues are paid the first of January each
year along with a completed application
form. Memberships initiated in
November or later in a given year are
also good for the following year.

We meet the first Sunday of the month
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President Rose Fowers called the meeting to
order at 1:25 pm. Rose introduced the Nate
Clark family who are new members. Guests
were welcomed, who included Barry and Marla
Henderson, George Oldham, Roger Van Briesen
and Karen Pound.
A motion was made by John M. and seconded
by Stan A. that the February meeting minutes
as published in Rock Talk, be approved. The
motion carried. Second Vice President Sandra
Angelo read the treasurer’s report in the
absence of Treasurer Suzanne. She reported
that member dues in the amount of $345 were
collected in February. The silent auction
brought in $30 and the 50/50 raffle produced
$36. The club received $1030 from show
vendors.

Show Report: Gary Alves reported that
contracts for the May show have been received
with more on the way. Rose reminded us that
this will be our twentieth show and members
will be asked to sell raffle tickets and to obtain
raffle prizes from local businesses. Rose has
revised our business donation request letter
which will be available next month. Rose has
received a commitment from Harbor Freight
for a rock tumbler as a raffle prize. Jeannie
and Stan need your egg crates (12 slot cartons
minus eggs) for the activity area. Bring them to
the April and May meetings. We also need
polished rock donations for the children who
attend the show. Stan is also revising our color
show poster and will find out how many were
ordered last year.

Vice President Rick talked about the STEM
Fair in Snowflake on March 4. Rose Fowers and
John Mierzwik were judges. Rick Olson and
Cole Jackson, one of our junior members,
manned the club’s table of rocks, handed out
club brochures, gave away polished rocks, and
answered general questions about rock
hounding. The STEM Fair was well attended by
the public.

Rose announced a front-page article in today’s
Arizona Republic about the loss at sea of
member John Davis’ son, Keith. Please read it.

to the Superior area on March 18 led by club
member John Bustraan. We will meet at the
parking lot next to Arby’s at 7AM, to caravan/
carpool. Details are to be included in this
month’s Rock Talk. High profile vehicles are
recommended.

The 50/50 cash raffle was won by Linda
Stalder. Loren Wright and Rick Palmer won
specimens.

Paleontologist Doug Wolfe and his wife, Hazel
presented our educational program. They are
founders of the White Mountain Dinosaur
Exploration Center in Springerville and gave an
informative presentation on their current work
in our area. Members were encouraged to visit
Sandra Angelo reminded members to sign the the Center often.
year-end prize book to record any events in
Door prizes included Karen Dorsey with an
which they participate that promote our club
aventurine, Charlene Bingell with a selenite
throughout the year.
candle holder and Jeannie Arneklev with a
Rick Palmer announced our upcoming field trip combo rock.

There being no further business, the meeting
was adjourned at 3:44 PM. Our next meeting
will be held on April 2.

Stan presented ideas for new business cards.
David Bingell donated a dinosaur DVD to the
Respectfully submitted,
library. Rose brought some samples of fire
Hope Rubi, Secretary
agate in different states of carving.

The Nate Clark Family

George Oldham

Karen Pound and Roger Van Briesen
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As you know, our 20th Annual White Mountain Gem and Mineral Club Show on Memorial Day
weekend will host vendors selling jewelry, gems, beads, fossils, minerals, lapidary equipment,
and items related to our hobby. Free children's activities and educational displays including
many fluorescent minerals under UV lights are also included. Members are encouraged to
contact me if they wish to have a display for the public to view your collections.
New members may be hesitating to help. We learned from the last show that people
tend to chip in at the last minute. My goal is to recruit apprentices to work with experienced
members at various tasks for training to perform the job in the future. I remember when
we were new members and not knowing what to expect at the show either. To date we have
14 paid vendors and five or six pending. Dealers are coming from California, Arizona, Utah,
and New Mexico.
Stan is designing color posters that will be available at the May meeting. Please take
some and post them at your favorite places (with permission, of course). You may also want
to scan them on to your Face Book page. B.G. has created vendor ID badges. Brookie will
have raffle tickets for everyone at the April meeting. Please sell the raffle tickets to your
friends or buy them yourself. Sandra will have signup sheets for work hours at the show at
both our April and May meetings. These are for set up, tear down, admissions, kid’s
activities, raffle sales, silent auction, spinning wheel, club information/membership,
announcer, and security. Most time slots are only for two hours. Sign up for one or two slots
(most of us stay throughout the weekend and are able to participate in a number of jobs).
Publicity is critical. Tell your friends about our show. This year we will pay for an ad in
Wampum. Gabrielle is working with Rose and Suzanne F. to get plenty of PSAs throughout
the mountain.
Did I mention how important the raffle is? Please ask your favorite merchant for a

donation. If merchants don’t have specific items to donate, a gift certificate will do. We will
have donation request letters with our 501(c)(3) number to provide to those donating a
prize. It never hurts to ask. Remember: this show funds our education and community
activities. Take a few minutes to decide how you can help make this the best show in recent
history.
Thanks! Gary Alves, Show Chairman
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The fire agate is a rare variety of layered quartz exhibiting an iridescent
effect. The name comes from the fiery glow that seems to come from within,
which is due to the Schiller Effect. This occurs when silica and iron oxide layers
diffract light as it passes through the rock. This quartz is commonly found on a
white or transparent rock. Fire agate is a semi- precious stone like an opal, and
tends to feel silky and waxy.
On the hardness scale, it is a 6.5 to 7! Another interesting fact is that a fire
agate was formed somewhere around 24-26 million years ago, through a strong
amount of volcanic activity during the Tertiary Period. It’s a trigonal (or double
sided) in the crystal system. A fire agate has a specific gravity of 2.59-2.61, and
is an oxide mineral. It even has a formula mass of 60 g/mol.
When polished it’s hard to scratch. Fire agates are commonly found in Mexico,
New Mexico, Arizona and in California. Some Arizona sites for fire agates include
Burro Creek Basin and several areas in eastern Arizona near Safford, including
Deer Creek, Black Hills and Round Mountain, both of which fall under the control
of BLM.
The specimens in these photos are courtesy of Mark Ruiz, Lapidary Artist.
Visit Mark on Mark's Minerals on Facebook.

You lucky people born in March actually have two birthstones:
the aquamarine and the bloodstone, both of which are steeped
in history and folklore.
Aquamarines vary in color from deep blue to blue-green of different intensities, caused
by traces of iron in the beryl crystal. Naturally occurring deep blue stones are the most
prized because they are rare and expensive. However, yellow beryl stones can be heated to
change them to blue aquamarines. Beryl occurs as free six-sided crystals in rock veins
unaffected by shock and weathering that otherwise destroy gem deposits. It is a relatively
hard gem, ranking after the diamond, sapphire, ruby, alexandrite, and topaz.
Both the ancient Greeks and Romans associated it with the sea, partially because of the
stone’s beautiful blue color, It was thought that wearing amulets made of this stone would
protect the sailors from the perils of the sea. The Romans had an additional use for the
aquamarine to cure ailments of the stomach, liver, jaws, and throat.
Bloodstone is a form of the very abundant mineral quartz. This quartz variety is also
called chalcedony. Green chalcedony spotted with flecks of red is known as bloodstone.
Bloodstone is found embedded in rocks, or as pebbles in riverbeds. Babylonians used this
stone to make seals and amulets, and it was also a favorite with Roman gladiators. Legend has
it that the stone was formed at the crucifixion of Christ, when drops of his blood fell on
pieces of green jasper at the foot of the cross. In the Middle Ages bloodstone was used to
cure various blood disorders and to draw out snake venom. The best sources of this stone are
India, Brazil, and Australia.
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To Families of Our Junior Members
We are pleased to have your children among our club! We would like to have your opinions
on the possibility of our offering frequent rock-related, fun projects directed to our
younger members. These could take place in the room adjacent to our meeting room at the
VFW – while the grownups are listening to business the children could be next door working
on a project. The projects could be timed so the children could return to the meeting in time
to listen to our guest speakers/educational programs. If there is enough interest, we could
begin after our May show.
David Bingell, a long-time member, educator and extreme artisan, has come forward to
offer to teach our junior members. For example, he can show them how to make origami and
clay dinosaurs, how to make crystals, and so on. We would love to be a part of helping your
children to learn more about rocks in a fun way. These could take place every other month or
so. Parents, please help us to plan. Know that we are interested in stimulating the “rock
knowledge” your children already possess. Please call me with your comments at
928-537-2195.

To Our Adult Members
If you have any Earth Science (geology, rock hounding, etc.) projects/games/ideas that will
enhance what David is willing to do, tell us what you have that you can donate. As we all know,
the future of our hobby lies in the minds of our youth. We want to help them along the way.
Rose Fowers

Did you know there are web sites especially designed for children to develop an interest in
rocks, minerals, and the world around them? All children love to play on computers! Some day
when they seem bored, try directing them to one of these websites:
www. Rockhoundkids.com
www. Kidsloverocks.com
www.mykidsadventures.com/rockhounds-rock-and-mineral-treasure-hunt/ (This site gives
parents great ideas on how to get their kids interested in hunting for rocks and to educate
them as well.)
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The March field trip will be led by John Bustraan. We will be going to three or four
collection areas around Superior and perhaps a bit further south. We may be able to collect
chalcedony, some with possible “fire,” garnets, epidote, rainbow marble and ??
Members on the mountain can meet to carpool/caravan down to the area. We will leave the
parking lot between Arby’s and Safeway on the Deuce in Show Low at 7AM. Look for Rose’s
white Jeep Cherokee or Rick Palmer’s black and white truck. We will stop at the Salt River
Canyon rest area for a quick break then travel to the Boyce Thompson Arboretum where we
will meet John at around 10 AM. We will park at the lot across from the arboretum and
travel to the sites from there.
High clearance vehicles are recommended as there may be some water crossings.
Wear appropriate clothing for warmer weather and bring the usual tools, water, lunch, boots,

folding chairs, etc. The terrain is mostly flat but there may also be some challenging slopes.
We may encounter “jumping cholla” so bring a comb or other tool should anyone get “jumped”.
Because of that, we suggest you do not take your pets – your choice.
We have also learned that collecting the rainbow marble may require sledge hammers and
good chisels.
Questions? Call John Bustraan at 503-312-6429 or email, ilovegolf2@gmail.com or call Rose.

Rose Fowers and
John Mierzwik acted as judges
for the minerals part of the
fair.

WMGMC members Rick Olson (left
front), Cole Jackson, Rose Fowers,
and John Mierzwik (back, left to
right) present donation check to
Susan Rodriguez, Stem Fair
Coordinator for Navajo County.

One of the many amazing
displays entered by these
young and talented
scientists!
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March 18, 2017

John Bustraan will be leading a trip to areas near Superior. (See Page 7.)

April 22, 2017

We will be visiting Hidden Cove Petroglyph Park in Holbrook. From there we will visit Dobell’s
to collect colorful petrified wood. A new area in their claim will be opened for our club. They
are now charging $40 per five-gallon bucket. Cash or local checks only will be accepted.

May, 2017

No field trips as this is Show Month.

March 17-19 — Albuquerque Gem and Mineral Show — Fri.-Sat. 10-6, New Mexico State
Fairgrounds, Gate 3. Web site: www.agmc.info
March 25-26 — Daisy Mountain Rock & Mineral Club, Anthem, AZ — Hours are Sat. 9-5,
Sun. 10-4. It will be held at Boulder Creek High School, 40404 N Gavilan Peak Pkwy in Anthem.
Web site: www.DaiseyMountainRockandMineralClub.org

We have also received information on these two Colorado shows. Buena Vista (pronounced
“Buney Vista” by the locals) is located in the area known as the entrance to the Rockies.
Fairplay is located on the Continental Divide. So if you are traveling to Colorado in June or
August these shows might be interesting to check out.
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Our guides

And oh, those fossils!

On the trail
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