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We had a great meeting on Sunday. As usual,
the food everyone brought was outstanding.
We ought to think about creating a club
cookbook as a fundraiser, as we have so many
great cooks. Think about it.

Welcome to new members Jan Draper and
Kip McDonald, Judy Hill, and Randy and
Jackie Mathis. We look forward to spending
some non-meeting time getting to know you
via our monthly outings. You are welcome to
call me any time if you have any questions.
To those who have not renewed your
membership, it’s time. The membership
application is available on our website if you
need one.
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The general membership voted to approve
the 2017 club budget. We are going forward
to send out some donations to various places
as approved. Many thanks to our Board and
volunteers for “plowing through” the line
items when we met in January.
Start thinking about volunteering to work at
our show in May. Even if you have never
worked a show, we have many areas available
and all you need do is call Gary Alves and he
will find a place for you. It takes the efforts
of all us to have a successful show. Please
don’t wait for Gary to call you.

I am respectfully requesting that anyone
needing to add any item for discussion during
One of our junior members, Cole Jackson, will our monthly meetings to please contact me at
start writing our Rock of the Month articles least a week before the meeting. As you
beginning in March. I am so pleased that he
know, I usually have many things to bring up –
has taken on this responsibility that helps to I want to make sure time is allocated for
your announcements, comments, concerns,
educate us all. Thank you, Cole!!
ideas, etc.
Three of our members, Rick Olson,
John Mierzwik and I will be judging the
Have a great month!
regional STEM Fair in Snowflake on March 4.
It is great to see what young people are doing
Rose Fowers
above their normal school work.

Our next meeting is March 5.
For those whose last name begins with I through O
please bring snacks and remember cleanup duties.

February 2017

Page 2

Our newsletter is published monthly by
the White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club,
Inc. Any information or comments
members wish to include in the monthly
newsletter must be given to the editor at
the general membership meeting or call
the editor prior to the following weekend
after the meeting.

PRESIDENT

Membership dues are $15 for a single
membership and $20 for a couple/family.
Dues are paid the first of January each
year along with a completed application
form. Memberships initiated in
November or later in a given year are
also good for the following year.

We meet the first Sunday of the month
(unless it falls on a holiday) at the VFW
Post 9907, 381 North Central Avenue in
Show Low. Turn north off the Deuce of
Clubs at Burger King. Social half hour at
1:00 pm, meeting starts at 1:30 pm.
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President Rose Fowers called the meeting to
order at 1:40 pm.
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be led by John Bustraan for collecting near
Superior on March 18.

New member Randy Mathis was introduced.

A trip to Hidden Cove Petroglyph Park is
planned for April followed by a trip to Dobell’s
A motion was made by John Mierzwik and
Ranch that has opened a new area and will be
seconded by Steve Fowers to accept the
January 2017 minutes as published in Rock Talk. charging $40 a bucket for colorful petrified
wood.
The motion carried.
Treasurer Suzanne Fern reported that $430 in
member dues was collected in January. Silent
auction brought in $187.85 and the 50/50 had
$36 in proceeds. Suzanne presented the
proposed 2017 club budget. There being no
objections or discussion, the budget was
approved by all present.
Rick Olson spoke on the upcoming Regional
STEM Fair to be held at the NPC in Snowflake
on March 4. Training for those interested in
judging will be held at the County Building at
1:00 pm on February 24. An open house outside
the Performing Arts Building at NPC in
Snowflake is also planned for that date.
Those interested in attending/judging may
call Rick for further information.
Sandra Angelo reminded members to sign her
book for anything done above and beyond our
meetings as it relates to club related activities.
Ursula will be contacting area libraries
regarding our donation of a two-year
subscription to Rock and Gem Magazine as
part of our community recognition program.
Rick Palmer, Trip Chairman, asked Rose to
explain the upcoming field trip to the Petrified
Forest. Those interested in attending must sign
up by February 20 by calling Rose. We will
meet at McDonalds in Snowflake at 8:00 am on
February 25. Members from other communities
may go directly to the north entrance to meet
the group at 9:00 am. Details will be published
in the February Rock Talk.
Rick Palmer announced our March field trip will

Gary Alves, Show Chairman, has sent out 27
invitations to prospective vendors. He is asking
for volunteers for the club’s show in May.
Rose displayed the new leaflets for the show
that will be sent out to other rock clubs. She
mentioned we will be placing an ad in the
Wampum. Chuck Bingham has donated cards
containing a gold sample which will be given to
the first fifty families to enter the show each
day.
Junior member Cole Jackson will be writing the
Rock of the Month column for our newsletter.
Guests Kip McDonald and Jan Draper were
welcomed. Rose presented a book on the
Petrified Forest to the club library titled
“Dawn of the Dinosaurs”. The book was donated
to the club by staff at the “Forest”.
Suzanne stated that anyone with club property
at their homes must contact her so that the
club can keep track of it.
Technical difficulties prevented the scheduled
presentation by Rick Olson. Door prizes were
won by Jeannie and Joyce.
The 50/50 prize of $30 was won by
Dave Adams. Hope won a piece of calcite,
Chuck won an agate with a figurine on it and
Rick Palmer won a mineral puzzle.
There being no further business to discuss,
motion was made by Bill and seconded by Deb to
dismiss the meeting.
Respectfully submitted,
Hope Rubi, Secretary

New Member
Randy Mathis

February 2017

Page 4

Chrysocolla is one of Arizona’s common copper-based
minerals. Its blue-greens hues are often more intense
than other related minerals. Chrysocolla comes from
the ancient Greek (Chrysos Kolla) or “gold glue.” It
was named “gold glue” because it is believed to have
been used to solder gold in ancient times.
On the MOHS scale, it has a hardness of 2-4 and is formed in oxidation zones of copper ore
bodies and is found filling cracks or cavities in other rock. Its structure is microcrystalline
(will not form in crystal shapes). Chrysocolla should not be washed or be allowed to remain wet
for very long as it will become brittle, will dry out and fall apart.
Turquoise is often confused with Chrysocolla, but a hardness test will help confirm what you
have. Turquoise is 6 in hardness. There is such a thing as “gem chrysocolla” which is much
harder, but this is actually quartz that has been colored by inclusions of Chrysocolla.
Associated minerals are Quartz, Limonite, Azurite, Malachite, Cuprite, and others.
Chrysocolla can be collected in almost every part of Arizona and throughout the southwestern
US, as well as in several other countries.

The beautiful purple amethyst is composed of quartz, the
second most abundant material found in the earth’s crust.
Amethyst gets its color from irradiation, iron impurities and the presence of trace elements.
Its hardness (a 7 on the Mohs scale) is the same as other quartz, which makes it a durable
and lasting option for jewelry. Amethyst often occurs in geodes or in the cavities of granitic
rocks. The stone is often associated with qualities of peace, courage, and stability. It can be
found all over the world, including the United States, Canada, Brazil. and Zambia.
Did you know Arizona is home to the only commercially run Amethyst mine in the United
States?
The Arizona Four Peaks Amethyst Mine, located in the most rugged parts of the Matzanal
Mountains, (46 miles from Phoenix) is so isolated that a helicopter is required to transport
supplies in and take mined material out. Miners hike nine miles roundtrip to and from work.
With no running water or electricity available, hand tools are used for slow tedious
extraction of the amethyst. The miners live at the mine one to two weeks at a time. That’s
some dedicated mining!

Californian Donna Albrecht, who calls herself a “lapidary whisperer,” has created an on-line
lapidary blog and has invited all those who might be interested to join in. She will post a new
blog every other Wednesday and welcomes comments on her site. The blog address is
www.lapidarywhisperer.com or she can be reached at donna@lapidarywhisperer.com.
She says that if the comment box doesn’t appear on the page, to just click on “no comment”
and the box will appear.
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You are all lovers of rocks and fossils. But did you know we have several club member artisans
and retailers that produce and/or sell many quality items? Listed below are names of
business-owner-members who can offer you many options for your collections and needed
gifts. To name a few:
Dave Adams – Opals

Stan & Jeannie Arneklev – wire wrapped jewelry, gem trees
David Bingell – complex beadwork of all kinds
John Mierzwik – jewelry, carved walking sticks
Ursula Wilson – seed bead jewelry, beaded walking sticks, leather work
Chuck Bingham – fine jewelry (including repairs), turquoise, opals
Blue Thompson – stone jewelry
Richard Kelly – stone necklaces, pendants
Rose & Steve Fowers – rough minerals, fossils
George Putnam – jewelry, fossils
Loren Wright – gold panning – booth located at the Red Door Consignment store
With store fronts:
Kurt Augustine – Harvest Moon Antiques, Pinetop
Tony Poiriez – Earth’s Upper Crust, Lakeside
Doug Wolfe – White Mountain Dinosaur Exploration Center, Springerville
Space does not permit a detailed list of every type of creation produced by the talented
members of this club; this list is just the tip of the iceberg.
We also have many members who own lapidary equipment and can cut, polish & tumble
material or provide guidance. We are all glad to help. You can locate phone numbers for
each person via our roster in the club website. If anyone has been omitted, it was
inadvertent. Let’s support our members!

Special thanks to Chuck Bingham for
his donation of placer gold flakes to
be passed out to visitors at the
WMGMC Show.
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Contracts were sent to more than 27 vendors and four have been returned. Committee chairs
have been identified. Since this is our primary fundraiser, we are requesting that all club
members participate. Everyone can do something. If you favor a particular business, please
ask for a donation for our raffle. When our poster has been finalized, ask that favored
business to post it where their patrons can see it. If a committee chair asks for support,
please seriously consider volunteering. Remember, we will need members to help with set up,
work during the show, and tear down. We are a 501(c)(3) and the funds we receive support
our educational activities. In addition, it makes the community aware of who we are and what
we do. Many of our members join because they come to our show. If you have questions, need
information, or want to volunteer, please contact Show Chair Gary Alves at 928-679-3644 or
garyalves.chairman@gmail.com

The article above talks about all the work needed to put on a successful rock and gem show.
A previous article describes some of the amazing art work crafted by members of the
White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club. As a new member, your editor is constantly amazed and
impressed with the creativity displayed by all of you. This year the annual show will be held at
a strategic location (Hon-dah Casino) and at a strategic time (Memorial Day weekend).
As Show Chairman Gary Alves stated at the meeting, not only is this show the largest fund
raiser for the club, but it also raises awareness of the club within the community. The show
can also raise awareness of the club’s unique creativity to outside communities as well. We can
each help with the search for vendors/visitors. Do you have any friends or relatives who are
also rock hounds/fossil hunters/jewelry artisans who would love to get out of the desert heat

and show off their wares in the mountains? Or friends (like me) who love to wear the finished
product, but may not know where to find it? Invite them to take part in our show. After all,
everybody loves to come up to the cooler mountains! Let’s support our members!
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February 25, 2017

Please join us for an exciting adventure to the Petrified Forest, led by Park Paleontologist
Adam Marsh. We will have an opportunity to visit the Park by getting to go to areas not open
to the public. We will visit the Park’s laboratory and collections areas as well as going to an
area known as the Dying Ground where current fossil excavations are taking place during the
field season. Accessing the Dying Ground will involve about a half mile hike through generally
even terrain and through a canyon. Hiking boots, walking sticks, water, lunch/snacks, hats,
and layers of clothing are recommended. Our tour will begin at the north entrance (Exit 311,
I40 east of Holbrook) and end up at the south entrance. Please no pets or small
children.
Each vehicle must pay the $20 entrance fee (unless someone in the car has a National Park
Pass). Carpooling is recommended not only to share the expense but to reduce the number of
vehicles. Members who live on the mountain can meet to carpool at the McDonald’s parking lot
(north side) in Snowflake at 7:45 am. Members coming from the Springerville/St. John’s areas can meet us at the north entrance of the Park at 9:00 am, at which time our guide is
meeting us there.
RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED and must be in no later than February 20. Please call
in your reservation to Rose at 928-537-2195.

March 18, 2017

John Bustraan will be leading a trip to areas near Superior. Details to follow.

April 22, 2017

We will be visiting Hidden Cove Petroglyph Park in Holbrook. From there we will visit Dobell’s
to collect colorful petrified wood. A new area in their claim will be opened for our club. They
are now charging $40 per five-gallon bucket. Cash or local checks only will be accepted.

May, 2017

No field trips as this is Show month.

February 18th-19 — Apache Junction Rock, Gem, and Jewelry Show — Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4
Skyline High School, 845 South Crismon Road, Mesa, AZ. Web site: www.ajrockclub.com
March 17-19 — Albuquerque Gem and Mineral Show — Fri.-Sat. 10-6, New Mexico State
Fairgrounds, Gate 3. Web site: www.agmc.info
March 25-26 — Daisy Mountain Rock & Mineral Club, Anthem, AZ — Hours are Sat. 9-5,
Sun. 10-4. It will be held at Boulder Creek High School, 40404 N Gavilan Peak Pkwy in Anthem.
Web site: www.DaiseyMountainRockandMineralClub.org
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