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President’s Letter
For those of you that were unable to attend our Holiday Party this month, you were missed! We had a great
turnout and as usual, tasty food and wonderful year end prizes. Special thanks go to Sandra Angelo for being our party
coordinator. Thanks also to Hope Rubi and Judy Hill for making beautiful holiday decorations that will be stored for future
parties. To all of you that helped with set up and tear down, thank you!
As we prepare to head into year 2017, I am excited to work with a new Board. Rick Palmer, our new trip chair
has been coordinating his plans with guidance from outgoing trip chair, Rick Olson. John M. (Gator) is busy transitioning
to the auctioneer function from Bill. New member, B.G., will be training with our outgoing Rock Talk editors, Suzanne and
Bob.
I am happy to announce that Aimee Webster has agreed to become our new Webmaster. She and Ron Ginn
have been communicating over the past several weeks before Aimee decided to accept the position. Ron needs to be
commended for his many years of service to our club as our Webmaster and Membership Chair. He is very much
appreciated as is Aimee!
For all the 2017 Board members, please mark your calendars for our first Board meeting, January 15, 2017. Time
and place TBD. I will send out emails or call you when I nail it down. Among other items to be discussed, will be our 2017
Budget. We will also talk about our plans for the 2017 show. Our Show Chair, Gary Alves has an email dedicated to “show
business”. It is garyalves.chairman@gmail.com. If you know anyone who needs to receive vendor information, please let
Gary know.
More thanks go to the Apache Junction club for their “gift” of display cases. Ginger Donahue brought them up
from the valley, and they are now in our storage unit. Thanks Ginger!
Thanks also to Ed Petroff, from Shore Line Reflections in Michigan, for his donation of copper slabs. Ed and his
wife, Charla, are presently in the valley and he will be in Tucson for the show. He has a lot of beautiful Michigan copper,
other minerals and copper jewelry, and is available by phone: 906-430-1071. The donations will appear at 50/50 raffles in
the future.
This is a reminder that January and February are membership renewal months. There will be no
increases in dues. We are a bargain! A form is included herein and I will also have some blank forms at the next
meeting.
From our family to yours, have a wonderful holiday season and Happy New Year! See you next year!
Rose Fowers, President

JANUARY MEETING
Our next meeting is Sunday, January 8
For those of you whose last name begins with I thru Z
Please bring snacks and remember clean-up duties!
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For All the Rockhounds in the area!
Rock Talk is published monthly by the White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club, Inc. Any info or
comments that members wish to have included in the monthly newsletter must be turned in to the
editor at the General Membership Meeting or call the editor prior to the following weekend after the
meeting.
Membership Dues: $15 for a single membership, and $20 for a couple/family. Dues are due the 1 st of
January of each year along with a completed application. If you join in November of the previous
year, your dues will be good for the following year.
Meetings: 1st Sunday of the month (unless it falls on a holiday weekend), at the VFW Post 9907, 381
North Central Ave, Show Low. Turn north off the Deuce of Clubs at the Burger King. Social halfhour at 1:00pm, meeting starts at 1:30pm.

Elected Officers and
Volunteers

Stan Arneklev
(480) 213-4187

Rose Fowers
(928) 537-2195

John Mierzwik
(928) 245-9720.

Vice President

Ursula Wilson

Greeter, Door Prizes, 50/50
Raffle

Volunteer Positions

Linda Stalder
(928) 368-4496

President

David Bingell
(928) 205-5197

Education, Schools
Bill Stalder
(928) 368-4496

2nd Vice President

Web Master and Membership
Chair

Secretary

Ron Ginn (480)294-0731
wginn3@gmail.com

Bill Stalder
(928) 368-4496

Show Chairman

Highway Clean-up

Charlene Bingell
(928 242-7870

Treasurer: Suzanne Fern
Editor
Robert (Bobby) Fern
bobfern51@gmail.com

Field Trip Chairman
Rick Olson
(928) 251-0949
walkaround@earthlink.net

Board Members at Large
Sandra Angelo (928) 537-3726

Auctioneer

Gary Alves
garyalves.chairman@gmail.com
(928) 679-3644

Brookie & Larry Embry
(928) 537-0760

Assistant Show Chairman

Rose Fowers

Steven Fowers (928) 537-2195

Claim Filing
Bonus Prizes

623-262-3859 (corrected)

Sandra Angelo
(928) 537-3726

Advertise & Public Relations

Historian Jeannie & Stan

Sunshine: Peggy Lancaster

Librarian & Libraries
Yvonne Garrett
Skye Castro

Arneklev (480) 213-4187

Coalition Contact Ron Ginn
(480) 294-0731

Chambers of Commerce – Liaisons
Show Low
Ursula Wilson

Snowflake/Taylor
Stan & Jeannie Arneklev

Pinetop/Lakeside
Peggy Lancaster

Springerville/Eager
Rick Palmer
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SECRETARY’S NOTES: GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING DECEMBER 4, 2016
The meeting was called to order by Rose, President, at 1:15 pm. We had several guests to welcome: Pete Bildstein,
Judy Hill, Yvonne Gisonno and Debbie Trimble.
Rose asked if anyone had any additions or corrections to the meeting minutes There were none so she asked for a
motion to accept the minutes for November and a motion was made by John M. and seconded by Steve F. and carried by
the members.
Suzanne, Treasurer gave the treasures report: Our income was $228.00 for November from silent auction, 50/50 and
personal silent auctions, our expenses were $100.00 to Hidden Cove, $100.00 for Snowflake/Taylor Chamber of
Commerce, $201.00 for annual dues to the Rocky Mountain Federation, $256.00 for items purchased to be sold at silent
auction and $166.00 for items for the Christmas/Holiday Party.
th

Our next meeting will be on January 8 , 2017. Rose is also calling a board meeting on January15, 2017, location not yet
set. In January, annual member application and dues will be due to the club for 2017.
The meeting was adjourned at 1:25 pm. A motion was made by Suzanne and seconded by Velma.
The party began and everyone ate their fill and enjoyed their gifts. Thanks to everyone for participating and bringing such
delicious food and entertaining gifts.
Respectfully Submitted by Charlene Bingell, Secretary

The Folk of Yore
www.zazzle.com
What you see on this Zazzle site are images and words taken from the
four books of The Folk of Yore: Sacred Memories, A Journey of Destiny;
Sacred Mission, A Call to Action; Known and Knowable; and the Book of
Symbols. To become more familiar with our Story, please
visit www.TheFolkofYore.com.

There are some pretty cool items besides the posters, T-shirts and coffee mugs you might expect. Like jigsaw puzzles,
grocery tote bags, messenger and courier bags, throw pillows, scarfs, lamps, mobile device and laptop covers and
cases, playing cards, skateboards and more.
We’ve just published Sacred Mission and Sacred Memories from the Folk of Yore book series in Kindle format.
If you’d like any paperbacks you’ll find a discount code for 30% off your total purchase if you place an order from the
Folk website.
Thanks for reading this and for any items you might order.
Peter LaBarbera
http://www.zazzle.com/thefolk?rf=238530766703685381
(NOTE TO WMGMC MEMBERS: PETER VOLUNTARILY REDESIGNED OUR CLUB LOGO , WHICH APPEARS ON THE
HEADING OF THE ROCK TALK NEWSLETTERS)
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To our December birthday members!
Your Birthstones are Tanzanite and Turquoise

Tanzanite was discovered in 1967 in Tanzania and is the blue/violet variety of the mineral zoisite
Turquoise is a semi-precious stone and can be found in blue/green, sky blue,apple green.

For more information: visit www.birthstone.zodiac and www.minerals.net

Club Field Outings, Coalition Trips & Shows
WMGMC FIELD TRIP
There will be no WMGMC field trip in December, but read on below about the Coalition trip!
COALITION TRIP: Siderite at the Copper Chief Mine
HOSTED BY: VERDE RIVER ROCKHOUNDS OF COTTONWOOD, AZ.
DATE: Saturday 12-31-2016 (A Good Way to end the Year!)
MEETING PLACE(S) AND TIMES: 9AM on West Mingus Ave in Cottonwood, AZ
Contact: JIM VAN WERT 928-649-1938 928-592-2512 (cell) jerockshop@hotmail.com

Choose whatever route you find necessary to get to Cottonwood, Arizona. Proceed to the
intersection of Main Street and U.S. Route 89A. This is a major intersection with a Walgreens Drug on
one corner and a Bank of America on the other. Turn left (south) on 89A, towards Prescott, and go 1.7
miles to west Mingus Avenue. There is a Maverick station on your left if you need fuel or snacks before
heading up the mountain. From 89A, turn left on Mingus Avenue and go 3 miles to a fork. Continue on
the pavement another .8 miles to a cattle guard where the pavement ends. This is the meeting place. This
is National Forest land and there are no buildings or facilities in the area. There is plenty of room to park
vehicles or trailers as needed. Should you feel uncomfortable with the absence of security, park back at
the Maverick or Tractor Supply but be sure to ask permission and allow sufficient time to get to the
meeting place
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Continued…..
Passenger cars can make it to the meeting place, but high-clearance vehicles will be required to get to the
collecting site. Should you need to switch to another vehicle, we can usually find space somewhere for you.
From the meeting place to the collecting site is about 2.5 miles. We will park along the Forest Road since the
road into the mine is blocked. It is a walk of about .2 mile to the tailings of the Copper Chief Mine from the
road and it is fairly flat. ATV’s can navigate the blocked road. We will be spending about 2 hours at the
collecting site so we should be back to the meeting place by 1:00PM.
What to bring: Gloves, eye protection, rock hammer, sledges, and digging tools (for the energetic treasure
hunters), water, snacks and appropriate clothing. Daytime temperatures should be around 55-70º.
Although this mine was a copper mine, there is very little evidence of that at the tailings piles. We will be
collecting a unique material that was discarded by the miners since they regarded it as having little value. We
will be looking for Siderite, an iron carbonate and a member of the calcite family. Look for bright milky white
bull quartz studded with massive dark metallic and mahogany colored siderite. Specimens range in size from
golf ball to the size of basketballs. Close inspection of the siderite reveals trigonal crystal formations and, where
fractured, perfect cleavage plains. Most of the siderite here is attached to or forms veins coursing through pure
white bull quartz. This combination yields good results, if you choose to cut and polish display specimens

UPCOMING SHOW:
January 6-8—Mesa, Arizona Annual show; Flagg Mineral Foundation, Mesa Community College; 1833 W
Southern Avenue; Daily 9-5; Free Admission; 45th Annual Flagg Gem and Mineral Show. Free parking and
admission. Free activities for kids. Displays. Vendors with beads, fossils, gems, jewelry, lapidary materials and
minerals.; contact Dana Slaughter, 2952 E Silverbell Road, San Tan Valley, AZ 85143-4598, (602)-312-9791;
e-mail: dsminerals@aol.com; Web site: www.flaggmineralfoundation.com

November 19 – Mineral Creek NM Field Trip
Our final 2016 field trip was to Mineral Creek which runs through Alma, New Mexico. We started our
trip in Glenwood NM which is south of Alma by a few miles with a tour of the Rock Shop. A wide
variety of stones, jewelry and crafts can be found at this shop.
After leaving the shop and driving to the collection area, it wasn’t long before some interesting
specimens were found. Jeannie found a couple of beautiful-banded Agates. Aimee found what looked
like a Thunder egg. I went further down the road to where the stream was still flowing and found a few
stones with small “vugs” of Malachite. Everyone eventually end up at our meeting spot at the end of
the road, which had a nice stand of Cottonwoods that provided a great spot to have lunch and view
the assortment of specimens that everyone found.
GEOLOGY term: A vug, vugh, or vugg (pronunciation: /vʌɡ/) is a small to medium-sized cavity
inside rock. It may be formed through a variety of processes. Most commonly, cracks and
fissures opened by tectonic activity (folding and faulting) are partially filled by quartz, calcite,
and other secondary minerals.
Submitted by: Rick Olson, Field trip chairman

Photos by Stan Arneklev

P.S. Please take part in field trips next year as native- Arizonan Rick Palmer takes you on new
adventures.
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MINERAL CREEK NEW MEXICO FIELD TRIP

(not in order)
Rick O., Rick P. Stan, Jeannie & Rick, Yvonne, Skye & Thomas, Aimee & Roland, Brookie & Larry, Kathleen, Lou

Lunchtime for Aimee & Roland

Cooney’s Tomb

Kathleen & Lou, consulting Rick Olson after the hunt

Stan gets his picture taken for a change!
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December 4 Our Annual Christmas Party

Blue Thompson & her
Amazing pumpkin!

Steve Fowers

Opening Gifts -Hope Rubi

Brookie Embry

Karen Dorsey

Roland Webster

December 2016
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Jeannie Arneklev & Sandra Angelo

THANK YOU!
… to all the elves who helped to make the Christmas/Holiday party a success. Set up and take down was

efficient. The decorations were festive, the table center pieces amazing, the food was varied and yummy (we
have a lot of great cooks in our club), the ham and turkey were roasted just right, and the music provided just
the right amount of background ambience. The gift exchange was fun. (We also have a lot of creative thinkers
in our group.) Thank you everyone who donated such great prizes to the year-end participation drawing.
While there were fewer prizes than in the recent past, they were pretty awesome. We also had more time to
socialize. I don’t know about the rest of you but I had a wonderful time and I am ever so grateful to belong to
such an incredible group. I wish you all a joyous holiday season and a terrifically happy and healthy new year.
Senior Elf Sandra

Following is a brief introduction to the Educational topics for the 1 st quarter of 2017.
In January a speaker from the Petrified Forest National Park (pending confirmation) will
describe the various types of Petrified Wood found within the Chinle Formation and throughout
Arizona. A brief explanation of the expansion that the park has seen in recent years will also be
addressed.
In February I will be showing pictures taken from offshore, along Pictured Rocks National
Seashore Northern Michigan, along Lake Superior.
In March I will expand further the information David started last year on combining age of the
Earth and the make-up of layers in this part of the world. NOTE: This will be an on-going series.
If you have a topic that you would like to share with members whether it be a demonstration,
travel destination or Geology-related please contact Rick Olson at 928-251-0949 and we’ll get you
scheduled. Submitted by Rick Olson
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ARIZONA ROCK OF THE MONTH

TURQUOISE
One of Arizona’s most popular minerals is Turquoise. It is possibly the most valuable, nontransparent, non-metal mineral in the jewelry industry. Native Americans of the western U.S.
were some of the earliest miners.
Turquoise is a mineral formed by the action of water on rocks that contain aluminum, although
it is generally found in dry regions, often occurring as compact seams filling cracks within broken
brown or white rocks. Turquoise is often unstable and crumbles easily with a Mohs hardness of
5-6. Generally, it is found in pieces no larger than a golf ball.
The crystal system of Turquoise is (rare) Triclinic (constituting a system of crystallization
characterizing three unequal axes intersecting at oblique angles). Most specimens are
cryptocrystalline, which means that the crystals can only be seen by a microscope.
Colors vary from blue to greenish blue to sky blue shades. If untreated, Turquoise can change
color with exposure to skin oils. Another copper based mineral, Chrysocolla, is often mistaken
for Turquoise.
In Arizona, most localities containing Turquoise are protected by mining claims. Therefore,
searching for this illusive mineral should never be attempted until you have done your
homework. The Bisbee area mines are famous for their Turquoise as are the Silver Bell
Mountains west of Tucson.
ARTICLE SUBMITTED BY ROSE FOWERS

PHOTO PUBLIC DOMAIN

*PLEASE NOTE THE MEMBER APPLICATION IS INCLUDED
ON A SEPARATE PAGE*

White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club
PO Box 3504
Show Low, AZ 85902-3504

White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club
PO Box 3504
Show Low, AZ 85902
Membership Application
Please Print and Complete Both Sections
Brass Name Badges_______($5.00 each)

Date: _________________

New______ Renewal________
Name(s): ___________________________________

Phone: _______________________

Address: _____________________________________ City: __________________ Zip: _______
Type of Membership:
Single ($15.00) ___________
Couple ($20.00) _____________
__________________________________________________ ____
White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club
Membership Application
Type of Membership:
Single ($15.00)___________ Couple: ($20.00)_____________
Printed Name(s): _________________________________________________________________
Phone:___________________________

Spouse Phone:_______________________

Mailing Address: ________________________________ City: ________________ Zip: ________
E-mail Address: __________________________________________________________________
Spouse E-mail Address: ____________________________________________________________

Would you like to receive the club bulletin via the internet?

Yes _____ No_____

Would you like to receive a hard copy by the U.S. mail?

Yes _____ No_____

List any Junior members you would like to sponsor (No added fee):
1: _______________________________________________________________ Age: ____________
2: _______________________________________________________________ Age: ____________

Signature(s): ________________________________________________________ Date:__________
Seasonal members please list alternate address and months of residency:
Address: ___________________________________City: __________________Zip: _____________
Months: ______________________________

Phone: ___________________________________

