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President’s Letter
I hope everyone has had a great summer. Since we were out of town during the September meeting, thanks go
to all members who stepped up.
Welcome to the club, Brenda (B.G.) Hogarth! We look forward to getting to know you.
Thanks also to Rick Olson and Sandra Angelo for participating in the Nature Center event in September to help
us promote our club. Lots of club brochures were handed out and the visitors seemed to enjoy the variety of rocks that
we displayed.
We had great attendance and food at our October meeting. Our silent auction specimens were exceptional and
at least two of them will be given out at our Holiday Party in December.
Well wishes go out to John Davis, Ruth King and others who are experiencing health issues. Know that you are
missed!
I have filed the paperwork for our Claims with the BLM and Apache County so we are good to go for another year.
As a reminder, if at any time, you visit our claims throughout the year, please let me know when you went. Keeping a list
of visitors to the claims helps to keep our filing fees down. While you are there, please pick up any trash you see and fill
in all holes if you dig.
Elections of our 2017 Officers are upon us and a ballot is included elsewhere in this newsletter. For some of you
newer members, I encourage you to become involved by attending our monthly outings and signing up to help the club
leaders. It takes all of us to have a great club and each of you is important to our success. Please think about how you
can help WMGMC to continue to grow and preserve the legacy of our founders. I am always available to answer your
questions about any aspects of the club. Call me! Rose Fowers, President

NOVEMBER MEETING
Our next meeting is Sunday, November 6
For those of you whose last name
Begins with A – H,
Please bring snacks and remember cleanup duties!
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For All the Rockhounds in the area!
Rock Talk is published monthly by the White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club, Inc. Any info or
comments that members wish to have included in the monthly newsletter must be turned in to the
editor at the General Membership Meeting or call the editor prior to the following weekend after
the meeting.
Membership Dues: $15 for a single membership, and $20 for a couple/family. Dues are due the 1st of
January of each year along with a completed application. If you join in November of the previous
year, your dues will be good for the following year.
Meetings: 1st Sunday of the month (unless it falls on a holiday weekend), at the VFW Post 9907, 381
North Central Ave, Show Low. Turn north off the Deuce of Clubs at the Burger King. Social halfhour at 1:00pm, meeting starts at 1:30pm.

Elected Officers and
Volunteers
President
Rose Fowers
(928) 537-2195
Vice President
David Bingell
(928) 205-5197
2nd Vice President
Secretary
Charlene Bingell
(928 242-7870
Treasurer
Suzanne Fern
Editor
Robert (Bobby) Fern
bobfern51@gmail.com
Field Trip Chairman
Rick Olson
(928) 251-0949
walkaround@earthlink.net
Board Members at Large
Sandra Angelo
(928) 537-3726

Stan Arneklev
(480) 213-4187

Education, Schools
Bill Stalder
(928) 368-4496

John Mierzwik
(928) 245-9720.

Greeter, Door Prizes, 50/50
Raffle
Linda Stalder
(928) 368-4496

Ursula Wilson
Sunshine: Peggy Lancaster
623-262-3859 (corrected)
Web Master and
Membership Chair
Ron Ginn
(480) 294-0731
wginn3@gmail.com

Volunteer Positions
Show Chairman
Rick Olson (928) 251-0949
walkaround@earthlink.net
Assistant Show Chairman
Sandra Angelo
(928) 537-3726
Advertise & Public
Relations

Auctioneer
Bill Stalder
(928) 368-4496
Highway Clean-up
Brookie Embry
(928) 537-0760
Ruth King
(928) 337-2212
Claim Filing
Rose Fowers
Bonus Prizes
Sandra Angelo
(928) 537-3726
Historian Jeannie & Stan
Arneklev (480) 213-4187
Coalition Contact Ron Ginn
(480) 294-0731

Librarian & Libraries
Yvonne Garrett Skye Castro

Chambers of Commerce – Liaisons
Show Low
Ursula Wilson

Snowflake/Taylor
Stan & Jeannie Arneklev

Pinetop/Lakeside
Peggy Lancaster

Springerville/Eager
Rick Palmer
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SECRETARY’S NOTES: GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING OCTOBER 2, 2016

The meeting was called to order by Rose Fowers, President at 1:25 PM. We had two guests in
attendance, Brenda Hogarth (BG) and Terry Burnett.
Charlene read the meeting minutes for September. There being no additions or corrections, it as voted
to accept the minutes as presented. The motion was made by John M. and seconded by Peggy.
The treasurer’s report was given by Treasurer, Suzanne Fern. We had no expenses for September and our
income was $63.50.
David explained that the education today was going to be a story of creation myth from local tribal
legends. Next month there will be no education as it will be a private silent auction. Members can bring in three
items or three sets of items, preferably rock related, to auction off in front of you. The club will provide auction
slips. We will have three 10 minute auctions with 5 minutes in between. David also donated two books to the
library, one on Dinosaurs and another on creating rock gardens.
HOLIDAY PARTY PLANS
Board Member, Sandra discussed the upcoming Holiday Party that will be December 4th – our
December meeting. The club provides the meat and the membership brings side dishes and desserts.
Next month we will pass around a signup sheet for everyone to sign up for a side dish, salad or
dessert. Sandra was asking for someone to volunteer to be the party coordinator, to decorate, provide
music and maybe table centerpieces. We also have a gift exchange - $10.00 limit rock or outdoor
related item is preferable. If you bring a gift you get to exchange a gift. The Stalder’s will cook a turkey
and the Jackson family will cook a ham.
Rick, Field Trip Chair reported on last month’s field trip. There were 19 in attendance. Stan dug out a
big rock that took 4 men to lift. It had some beautiful crystals and hollows filled with crystals. The old graveyard
was stunning and amazing and John M. had fun metal detecting. Many beautiful rocks were taken home that
day.
In October you have two outing choices- the Payson Rimstones will be sponsoring the coalition trip to
Diamond Point to collect crystals. The date is 10/22. Contact Lynne Wheeler at 928-978-4062 for information
on when and where to meet. Our club outing on the same day will be to Manual Seep Draw near Hunt, to
collect petrified wood and possibly other minerals. We will meet in the Basha’s parking lot near the Pizza Hut
in Taylor at 9 AM. It is about a 30 to 40 minute drive and four wheel drive is not needed.
November’s trip will be in New Mexico north of Glenwood and Alma, on November 17th which may be
an overnight trip. There will be chances to find silver ore, gold, Chrysocolla, flourite, azurite and malachite.
Rose announced a recent donation of specimens from Mike Dunton from Pennsylvania – Monroe
County Earth Science Association. The specimens were given to Bill for the auction or year-end prizes.
Peggy is our Sunshine lady but her number has been published incorrectly- it is 623-262-3859. Please
call Peggy if any of our members need a card.
Brookie gave a report on our recent highway cleanup. 14 people were in attendance and it went very
well. She stated we cleanup our section of highway twice a year. Please think of helping in May for the next
scheduled cleanup.
We joined the Planetary Society and Rose announced we received our first magazine, a t-shirt and pin
that were given to us by the society. The magazine was put in our Library and the t-short and pin were given to
David Bingell for helping us to become part of their group. Suzanne Fern mentioned as members of the
Planetary Society, we can explore their website at planetary.org.
Rose had Charlene read the current list of nominees for Officers and Board for 2017. Nominees were:
President- Rose Fowers, Vice President – Rick Olson, Second Vice President – Sandra Angelo, Treasurer –
Suzanne Fern, Secretary – Hope Rubi, Editor – Brenda (BG) Hogarth, Field Trip Chair – Rick Palmer.
Board Members – John Mierzwik, Ursula Wilson, Stan Arneklev, and Kathleen Varhol.
Rose also mentioned that our other volunteer positions will continue as follows: Librarians – Yvonne Garrett
and Skye Castro, Bill Stalder, Educator for our local schools, John Mierzwik will take over the silent auctions,
Brookie and Larry Embry for the Highway cleanup, Linda Stalder as Greeter/Raffle person, Stan and Jeannie
Arneklev as our Historians, and Ron Ginn as our webmaster until a replacement can be found. Rose will also
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continue to be responsible for filing the paperwork for our Claims. The Ballot will be included in October’s
Rock Talk.
Stan and Jeannie asked for anyone to email photos to them for inclusion in our club’s history binder.
The club has t-shirts imprinted with the club name for sale. Rick Olson will bring our T-shirts, hats and
other items to sell at the next meeting as they make great gifts.
Rick Olson and John Mierzwik will be going over to Magdalena, NM for an impromptu trip and Rick will
have Ron send an email out when they decide on what day they are going.
After a short break, David gave his presentation of the formation of meteor Crater based on a Native
American legend.
The door prize of three minerals was won by Dave Adams. The 50/50 prize of $38.00 was won by
Roland Webster. A set of agate bookends was won by Rick Olson. Rock samples were won by Hope Rubi and
a mounted display of polished stone was won by Jeannie Arneklev.
The meeting was adjourned at 2:52 PM after a motion by John M. and seconded by David Bingell.
Respectfully Submitted by Charlene Bingell, Secretary

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT
MAY 2017 GEM AND MINERAL SHOW
We now have a Show Chairman for our upcoming show: Gary Alves. Steve Fowers
will be assistant Show Chair. A show committee will be appointed during the winter
as we need to start working on contacting vendors, posting announcements, and
“gearing up” to ensure a successful show. Thanks, Gary and Steve!!

To our October birthday members!
Your Birthstones are OPALS & TOURMALINES: a plethora of colors!

For more information: visit:www.birthstone.zodiac

October 2016

Page 5

Club Field Outings, Coalition Trips & Shows
WMGMC FIELD OUTING: Saturday, October 22 - Rick Olson
For October there are two options to choose from and considering they take part on the same day, Saturday the 22nd you
have a choice. First, the Payson club is hosting their coalition outing at Diamond Point where you will be able to dig for

Quartz crystals. There are only a few months of the year that allow digging so this could be a rare opportunity.
Second, I have been in contact with the owner of property on the Manuel Seep Draw which is just west of the Oso Draw
where we can collect nice colorful Petrified Wood and Agate. Need more information, contact Rick at 928-251-0949.
OCTOBER 8-9—SIERRA VISTA, ARIZONA: Annual show; Huachuca Mineral and Gem Club, Cochise College; 901
N. Colombo Ave; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4; Free Admission; 42nd Annual gem, mineral, and jewelry show. There will be
vendors inside and outside. The largest selection of geodes around. Free gem stone identification by certified gemologist.
Raw and finished minerals, jewelry, jewelry/lapidary supplies. Hourly raffles.; contact Maudie Bailey, 5036 S. San
Carlos, Sierra Vista, AZ 85650, (520)-378-6291 / (520)-249-1541; e-mail: gmbailey@msn.com
OCTOBER 15-16—SEDONA, ARIZONA: Annual show; Sedona Gem and Mineral Club, Sedona H.S.; Upper Red Rock Loop Rd;
Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4; Adults $3, Children under 12 Free; 17th annual show and sale, indoors and outdoors, dealers, displays, kids
adventure, hourly and grand raffle prizes, minerals, agates, gemstones, copper, jewelry and jewelry supplies, lapidary tools and
supplies.; contact Bill Schwartz, 75 Sheath Dr, Sedona, AZ 86336, (928)-821-3900; e-mail: bschwar13@msn.com; Web site:
www.sedonagemandmineral.org

NOV 4-6—BLACK CANYON CITY, ARIZONA: Annual show; High Desert Helpers, High Desert Park in Black
Canyon City, AZ; 19001 E. Jacie Lane ; Daily 9-4; Free Admission; The 40th Annual Rock-A-Rama Gem & Mineral
Show. Food & Beverages Available for Purchase. Door Prizes & Raffle ; contact Darlynn Donohue, PO Box 1042, Black
Canyon City, AZ 85324, (719)-229-7396; e-mail: darlynndd@q.com; Web site: http://www.highdeserthelpers.org/
NOV 19-20—PAYSON , ARIZONA: Annual show; Payson Rimstones Rock Club, Inc, Payson High School Longhorn
Gym; 301 S. Mclane Rd; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4; Admission $2, Children free; This is Payson Rimstone's 19th Annual Gem
& Mineral Show; a fun family event! We will have gems, minerals, slabs, rough, jewelry, findings, fossils, lapidary
equipment, gold prospecting equipment, books and educational materials available for purchase. The club sponsors an
educational center for all ages which includes a spinning wheel where each spin wins a beautiful rock, a geologist to
answer your questions, sandstone drawing materials for all ages, a magnificent fluorescent display, and a silent auction. ;
contact Margaret Jones, P O Box 884, Pine, AZ 85544, (928)-970-0857; e-mail: margieaberry@gmail.com
NOV 19-20—MESA, ARIZONA: Annual show; Apache Junction Rock and Gem Club, Skyline High School; 845 South
Crismon Road ; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4; Adults $3, Students $1; The Mesa Jewelry, Gem and Mineral Show and Sale will be
held at the Skyline High School. Our planet has many amazing treasures that are hidden, in many cases, just beneath our
feet. Almost every country in the world has been able to unearth unique specimens specific to their locale, and the earth’s
bounty from much of the world will be on display and available for sale at the show. From across the region will be
offering unique and interesting mineral specimens, crystals, gemstones, jewelry, beads, fossils, findings, lapidary
equipment and cutting material at competitive prices. Many of our artisans have created original jewelry designs, and our
gem and mineral vendors will have specimens on display in both the rough and cut-and-polished states. ; contact Phil
Gadd, (503)-705-3933; Web site: apachejrgc@ajrockclub.com
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SEPT 24 - LUNA BLUE AGATE & CRYSTALS-FIELD TRIP
On September 24th our field trip was to a great site off of the Centerfire Bog Road which is about 6
miles north of Luna, N.M. and off of the Luna Road. I had been to the area a couple of years ago and thought it
was interesting at that time, but it just did not make it as a club trip back then. But about a month ago I was
back out there with a few friends and we found a wide variety of Agate and Quartz crystal clusters so it was
decided that we make it a field trip RIGHT NOW!
We got the word out and 19 people showed-up. Thanks to Karen D. seven of those that came out were
friends that had 5 kids who were all budding Rockhounds. Well, 4 for sure. The baby was all smiles though.
After pictures were taken and directions were given we were off from our meeting place in Springerville and as
soon as we got the cars parked the kids were out and finding agate immediately. It wasn’t before long that
buckets were filling up and with such a beautiful day and cool all that rough. Of course, Yvonne G. was the
really smart person as she brought Skye and Thomas along to carry her and their buckets back to her car.
Lucky it was all downhill. Right! Stan dug-up a boulder that only came out of the ground by pulling it out with
his SUV. I had the luxury of hauling it back to Taylor. It did provide better stability since I only collected a bag of
treasures.
Gator and John B. even brought along their metal detectors for searching some grounds where a
settlement was supposed to have been back in the mid-1800’s. Aside from an odd tool and minor objects it did
not pan out very well. Perhaps another day. By Rick Olson
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Stan pulling out a “leaverite” he just can’t leave!
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Larry & Brookie relaxing in the shade

Rick Palmer ready to ROCK!

FIELD TRIP – AUG 27 TO GRAND FALLS & ROAD 147
We had 7 in our small, but intrepid group. The morning was cloudy and looking rather gloomy
to the West. This could be a good thing as our first stop was to be Grand Falls. Our group decided to
give it a chance as finding the falls in working order would be quite an experience to witness. As we
were approaching Winslow the presence of standing water and a greater amount of water in the river
gave hope that we may actually see a torrent at the falls. It wasn’t meant to be, but we had a great
time walking around the area. Peggy Lancaster and a friend had been to the Falls 2 weeks earlier
and said it was glorious.
We departed and started our journey to the second half of the field trip towards the Rim and
collecting many fossils and other unique things. After enjoying lunch we drove along Route 87 to the
turnoff at Forest Road 147. At our first stop it was Karen’s sister Judy who found a whole Brachiopod
as soon as she opened the door and stepped-out. Soon everyone had their eyes concentrating
towards the ground and in search of similar finds. Following a couple of more stops along this route
and collecting shell fossils, geodes and colorful chert we made it to the 300 road and the Rim. After I
took the group to a fantastic viewpoint and heard many “Oohs and Aahs” we drove back to the
intersection where FR 308 meets the 300 road and stopped for more fossil collecting. Once again,
Judy found a fossil as soon as she stepped-out of the car!
Submitted by Rick Olson
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Rick, Sandra, Karen, Peggy, Bob, Suzanne
And Peggy’s sister, Judy

Lady of the Grand Falls –
Can you see her face?
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A heavy treasure for Karen

Beautiful scenery on Forest Rd 147/300
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CLEAN-UP ORGANIZED BY BROOKIE
PHOTOS BY STAN ARNEKLEV
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WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS – OCTOBER 2 MEETING

Brenda “BG” Hogarth – Welcome!

OCTOBER 2 MEETING

Ursula Wilson w/her crystals

David Bingell – Planetary.Org T-shirt recipient
and narrator of the Native American Saga of
The First People, Meteor Crater and the Milky Way
!
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AZURITE

CREDIT FOR PHOTO TO: SEAN HILL and STAN ARNEKLEV

There is a reason that Arizona's state flag has nice copper star on it, and that is because of the ubiquitous
nature of the metal, whether as native metal nuggets or as various carbonate ores. This month we are
going to talk about one of these carbonates, Azurite Cu3(CO3)2(OH)2. Hardness on the MOHS scale is 3.54.
This carbonate is a secondary copper mineral frequently found in the oxidized zones of Cu-bearing
ore deposits. As part of the name suggests, “Azure”, this mineral is a deep royal blue and is attractive as
either sparkly coatings or well-formed but still small monoclinic prisms. Azurite is most always is seen
with its brother mineral, Malachite, the reason? Well, Azurite tends to weather with carbon dioxide
slowly into Malachite so don't breath on it too much. Azurite can also occur with limonite, chrysocolla and
calcite as well as other copper-related minerals such as tenorite and cuprite
While its discovery could well be Pre-Historic, it was "officially" recognized in science by Swedish
Alchemist, Baron Axel Fredrik. He was trying to discover the Element of Nickel, he called it, kupfernickle
"copper demon". But long before then, this amazingly blue mineral was used as a pigment in paints
similar to Lapis Lazuli, and in fact was confused as such for centuries. Azurite was used as beads, and as
an ornamental stone, but its softness tended to make it a bit to delicate to wear. Since Azurite is a bit on
the delicate side, collectors should use a cool, dark, sealed storage environment.
Collecting: In the U.S., most fine specimens are from numerous localities in Arizona, which
includes the famous and classic locality of Bisbee. Other localities in Arizona include Ajo, and Clifton,
Morenci and Globe. Azurite also occurs in the Rose Mine in Grant Co., New Mexico, and elongated,
tabular crystal clusters as well as rounded ball concretions have come from the La Sal District and La Sal
Mountains, San Juan Co. and Grand Co., Utah. Also in Utah is the Apex Mine, Jarvis Peak, Washington
Co. A recent finding of Azurite crusts has also been discovered in the Passaic Pit in Ogdensburg, Sussex
Co., New Jersey. Remember ALWAYS gain permission before collecting.

White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club
PO Box 3504
Show Low, AZ 85902-3504

WHITE MOUNTAIN GEM AND MINERAL CLUB
November 2016 Ballot
Officers and Board

Members may bring the completed Ballot to the November meeting. If mailing in your
Ballot, please do so in time to be received no later than October 30, 2016. On the face of
your envelope, please mark “Ballot”. Mail-ins will be opened during the November
meeting by an ad hoc committee appointed by the President. Mail to: PO Box 3504,
Show Low, AZ 85902. If you want to write in a Candidate, please make sure you have
received their permission to do so.
Please circle the name of the candidate of your choice:
Elected Positions

Write Ins

President:

Rose Fowers

_____

Vice President:

Rick Olson______________________________________

Second Vice President:

Sandra Angelo___________________________________

Treasurer:

Suzanne Fern____________________________________

Secretary:

Hope Rubi______________________________________

Editor:

Bob Fern_______________________________________

Fieldtrip Chair:

Rick Palmer_____________________________________

Board Members (Choose 4):
John Mierzwik

_______________________

Ursula Wilson

_______________________

Stan Arneklev

_______________________

Kathleen Varhol

_______________________

