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President’s Letter
Welcome to our club, Bill & Vicky Kronenberg, Tim & Susanne Jackson
and their son, Cole, and Mary Lou Vanrite. We look forward to getting to know
you all and we appreciate your support.
We had a rough June with the start of the Cedar Fire. Thankfully, the
amazing fire fighters had it under control by the time the monsoon rains arrived
and none of our members were forced to evacuate.
Special thanks go to Marta Rodovska for volunteering to be the person in
charge of paper goods for our potlucks. Bill and Linda Stalder have taken care of
this for years and were ready for a break. For the time being, they will continue
with the other areas they have been handling. If anyone is interested in learning
how the auctioneering is conducted, please contact Bill or me.
We are starting a “Rock of the Month” series in Rock Talk. Sean Hill has
volunteered to take on this project. Thanks, Sean! If you would like a particular
regional mineral to be featured, let Sean know. His phone numbers are listed in
the club membership roster.
As always, your Officers and Board appreciate all you do to promote our
club and I know many of you take every opportunity to talk about it as you are out
and about in the community.
Rose Fowers

AUGUST MEETING
Our next meeting is Sunday, August 14
For those of you whose last name
Begins with I – Z,
Please bring snacks and remember cleanup duties!
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For All the Rockhounds in the area!
Rock Talk is published monthly by the White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club, Inc. Any info or
comments that members wish to have included in the monthly newsletter must be turned in to the
editor at the General Membership Meeting or call the editor prior to the following weekend after
the meeting.
Membership Dues: $15 for a single membership, and $20 for a couple/family. Dues are due the 1st of
January of each year along with a completed application. If you join in November of the previous
year, your dues will be good for the following year.
Meetings: 1st Sunday of the month (unless it falls on a holiday weekend), at the VFW Post 9907, 381
North Central Ave, Show Low. Turn north off the Deuce of Clubs at the Burger King. Social halfhour at 1:00pm, meeting starts at 1:30pm.

Elected Officers and
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President
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Vice President
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Assistant Show Chairman
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Luann Robbins
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Bill Stalder
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Brookie Embry
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Ruth King
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Claim Filing
Rose Fowers
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Sandra Angelo
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Historian Jeannie & Stan
Arneklev (480) 213-4187
Coalition Contact Ron Ginn
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Stan & Jeannie Arneklev
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MINUTES: GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING JULY 10

Rose Fowers, President, called the meeting to order at 1:30. She introduced our guests; Tim Jackson and his son Cole and Lou Vanrite. New members
that joined this past month are Bill and Vicky Kronenberg.
Rose asked if there were any corrections or additions to last month’s minutes. The minutes were accepted by the general membership after a motion
was made by Rick Olson and seconded by Stan. Treasurer, Suzanne gave her report for June 2016. Expensed were $15.62 and our income was $ 345.38.
David Bingell, Vice President told us the program for today’s meeting would be on the Triassic period. He asked that people think about “Gemstone or
Rocks at Work” This will be his September educational program. (Example is of using diamond dust on drills or saws to cut stone)
No board members had any reports.
Rick Palmer gave a report on the field trip for June for those who did not go to Wyoming. The outing was to a private ranch to go collecting and it
wasn’t as fruitful as we had hoped. But some petrified wood was found and iron mineral specimens. Rick will do some more research and scouting of the area to
see if there is an easier walk down to the creek bed where pyrite can be found.
Rick Olson gave the Wyoming Field trip report stating that 12 people attended. Our hosts were George and Gator who helped everyone to have a good
time. Many nice fish were found the first day. The second day they went to search for the blue agate and the third day was for fossils Turritella (snail fossils) and
fossil algae (Stromatolites).
Rick will bring in samples of other stops he made along the way: Northern California obsidian of every color, Nevada by Ely garnets form Garnet
Mountain, Utah and Dugway geodes, Black Rock Springs and snowflake obsidian.
This month’s outing will be to the claims in the Escudilla Mountains. We will meet at 8 AM in Springerville at the vacant parking lot between
McDonalds and The Dinosaur Exploration Center ready to leave at 8:30 AM. We will be at 9000 feet and the weather can change quickly from cold to hot as well
as calm to stormy. A four wheel drive vehicle is recommended and weighted to get through the mud as it has been very wet in the area. This is a coalition trip so
we have guests form other clubs attending as well. Bring a chair, water and food. There are no facilities in the area. Rose mentioned if a dig a hole please fill it
back in.
If you ever go up to the claims, please let Rose know as she needs to keep track of how many people go the claims as it helps with our fees that must
be filed yearly. We are to maintain the claim by picking up trash or removing any fallen trees that might be blocking roads, so keep that in mind also. We are going
to go to new area of the claims for this trip.
Also at the end of the month on the 30th, there will be post show meeting and a board meeting, more information will be sent out in an email.
Rose made several announcements :
The Alpine show on 8/19 and 8/20 needs vendors. Contact Vera Cassel if you are interested – 928-339-1999
We received a letter from Doug Wolfe thanking us for our donation to the White Mountain Dinosaur Exploration Center.

Our next meeting will be 8/14 as many of the office will not be able to attend the first week of August.
We need a Sunshine Chair Person
Gordon Dobell passed away 6/29 he was 60 years old- he was the owner of Dobell Ranch outside of Holbrook.
Sean volunteered to help with the Rock of the Month topic which will be a new addition to our newsletter.
Per a vote by the members in attendance, we will no longer list the individual birthdays in the newsletter but a general
birthday greeting will be posted for those having a birthday during the month of publication.
We explained the raffle prizes and the 50/50 drawing and went to recess for 15 minutes at 2:10. PM.
We resumed at 2:25 and David gave his presentation on the Triassic period in Arizona.
Rick Olson mentioned that Stan and Jeannie keep a historical record of the club if anyone is interested in seeing pictures of our fieldtrips and activities
throughout the year.
Rose mentioned that the club provides the drinks but asks for donations to help with those costs so please donate as there is a donation cup near the
drinks.
We had the drawings- raffle was won by Ginger a bag of assorted rocks, the 50/50 cash was won by Thomas Castro $24.00, Stan won the puffy heart
and 1943 penny and a geode was won by Hope.
The meeting was adjourned at 2:55.
Respectfully submitted,
Charlene Bingell
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To our July birthday members!
Your Birthstone is a RUBY

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT
Saturday, July 30 at 12:30, there will be a Post 2016 Annual Show & Semi-Annual Board Meeting at the
Show Low Café. All members are welcome to attend. We’ll have lunch; then start the meeting. Feel free
to come and expresses your ideas and comments regarding the May 2017 Annual Show at Hon Dah on
Memorial Day Weekend

Club Field Outings, Coalition Trips & Shows
JULY 23 - WMGMC Coalition Trip to our Claims
Saturday, July 23, The White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club will host the Coalition Trip. We
will meet in the vacant lot just south of McDonalds in Springerville at 8 AM. Following the
signing of the Waiver form, washroom break and Safety briefing we plan to leave for the club
claims located on the east side of Escudilla Mountain and close to the New Mexico border at
8:30 AM.
Please bring appropriate clothing as the claims are at 9000' elevation and we could see some rain
as it is the Monsoon season. Also bring sunscreen, a hat, a lunch or snacks, water and a high
clearance or 4x4 vehicle.There will be large puddles and some "soft" spots. If you do not think
your vehicle can make the trip, catch a ride. Contact Rick at 928-251-0949 for more info.

AUGUST 5-7 Prescott Valley, AZ – 13th Annual Gem & Mineral Show
PRESCOTT VALLEY EVENT CENTER 320.1 NORTH MAIN STREET
FRIDAY 9-5, SAT 9-5, SUN 9-4 Adults $5 Seniors/Students $4 Children under 12 free

Contact: Melanie Capps PO Box 3923 Chino Valley, AZ 86323 – (208) 818-2363
E-mail: melaniecapps123@gmail.com
Website: www.prescottgemmineral.org
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Club Field Outings, Coalition Trips & Shows

AUGUST 19-20 Alpine, AZ
2nd Annual Gem, Mineral & Fossil Show
ALPINE COMMUNITY CENTER:
CO RD 2037 ALPINE, AZ
CONTACT: VERA CASSEL (928)339-1999
“VENDORS NEEDED”! “VENDORS NEEDED”
“VENDORS NEEDED”

CONTRIBUTED BY RICK OLSON
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June 25 Club Outing
While some members were enjoying the Wyoming “fishing” trip, 11 members participated in our
outing to a ranch north of Springerville. Rick Palmer deserves a round of applause for
coordinating the trip to a ranch where no collector has been before. Folks found lots of petrified
wood, agates, jaspers. The weather was great until noon time when it started to get a bit warm.
Thanks all for participating!

OUR GROUP FOR THE OUTING

Most beautiful live specimen of the day!

Big Find of the day!!
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JUNE TRIP TO KEMMERER, WYOMING

SANDRA & GABRIELLE WITH A GORGEOUS TABLETOP

BOB FERN’S BIG CATCH at FOSSIL SAFARI SITE

RICK AT BLUE MOUNTAIN PETRIFIED FOREST

ALAN RUBIN – A BORN EXPERT AT THE QUARRY

Twelve of us traveled to Kemmerer, Wyoming, with Gator and George Putnam as our guides when we arrived.
The first day we spent largely at Fossil Safari Quarry, splitting sheets of limestone, in search of 50-million year old
fish fossils. Bob Fern found a large fish fossil in the first minutes of rock splitting, giving the rest of us plenty of
incentive to hope for the same. Working the wall seemed to be the best bet as Bob, Darrell, Sheri, Alan and Larry all
found the majority of fish. The work was hard and more strenuous than some of us were prepared for, but the
rewards were exciting. as when that first fish was discovered with a triumphant scream, by Suzanne’s friend, Alice.
We left the quarry with a much higher regard for the work that George and Gator do on a daily basis and we greatly
appreciated their assistance with our treasure hunts.
On the second day both George and Gator led us to the Blue Forest. This is an area where blue agate is found in
Petrified Wood. Our leaders were unhappy with the many large holes, left unfilled by prior prospectors but we were
still able to find a wide assortment of specimens ranging from stems and twigs with blue centers to larger pieces of
wood with at some agate intrusion.
On our final day, three of us followed Gator SE towards the Colorado border for collection of Black Turitella and
Stromatolites. The turitella are fossilized snails, cemented together in clusters ranging from 30 to hundreds, in each
chunk of rock. Some of these snail casings are clear and harder than glass. The stromatolites were found close by,
along the rim of an immense mesa that stretched for miles. Stromatolites are fossilized algae, over 1 billion years
old and believed to be the first evidence of life on Earth. After some minor cleaning, I found that both types of fossils
glow yellow, orange and some green under a Long Wave UV light.
Everyone that I spoke with was extremely pleased with time spent on this trip and judging by the buckets and
containers that were in the back of my pick-up, I couldn’t agree more. RICK
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OUR GROUP AT BLUE MOUNTAIN PETRIFIED WOOD SITE - WYOMING

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS! JUNE 10 MEETING

Tim Jackson and his son Cole

Mary Lou Vanrite
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FIRE AGATE

Fire Agate, a variety of chalcedony, is a semi-precious natural gemstone found only in certain
areas of northern Mexico and the southwestern United States. Approximately 24-36 million years ago,
these areas were subjected to massive volcanic activity during the Tertiary Period. The fire agates were
formed during this period of volcanism when hot water, saturated with silica and iron oxide, repeatedly
filled cracks and bubbles in the surrounding rock.
Fire Agate has the same properties common to all agates, plus some special conditions. It is a
chalcedony and is formed in botryoidal layers, which means “like a bunch of grapes”. Fire agate is
predominately brown in color, but often has masses of white attached. Good fire agate will have more
than one layer of “fire”, or iron oxide which produces iridescence in the same way a skim of oil produces
color on water.

Fire agates have beautiful, iridescent rainbow colors, similar to opal, with a measurement of
hardness on the Mohs scale of between 6.5 and 7, which prevents issues of fading, cracking and
scratching. The vibrant iridescent rainbow colors found within fire agates, created by the Schiller effect,
as found in Mother-of-Pearl, is caused by the alternating silica and iron oxide layers, which diffract and
allow light to pass and form interfaces of colors known as fire. There is no actual object inside the stone;
this special effect arises from light interference within the microstructure layering the gem.
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
READ: HOW TO CUT & POLISH FIRE AGATE by NOVA WELLS, cc
Portions re-printed from “The Clackamette Gem” and
From April 2014 “The Hounds Tale, from December 2015 “The Stone Chipper, via Stony
Stunts” December 2015”, and by Nova Wells cc

White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club
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Show Low, AZ 85902-3504

