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President's Letter
Welcome to the club, Rick Palmer from Springerville! Rick brought several nice specimens to the
meeting. He also brought in a UV light and a few members had a chance to look at specimens
that “glow in the dark”. Thanks, Rick! Special thanks go to Kathleen Varhol for handling the
door prize and 50/50 raffle during Linda’s absence at our meeting.
We have been enjoying spring-like weather which means we all want to get out and look for rocks.
Hopefully, the nice weather will continue and we will have many more opportunities to rock hound this year.
We are still proceeding with our May show plans. However, we need more vendors. A decision
as to whether or not to have a show this year will be made by early April. Show Chairman,
Rick Olson, has been contacting possible vendors to try to get some more contracts in before the deadline.
We have now joined the Springerville/Eagar Chambers of Commerce which will provide us with more
“publicity”. Our representatives are contacting each Chamber to make sure they have enough club
brochures on hand as tourist season will soon be upon us. Thanks go to Stan and Jeannie for
always making sure our printing needs are met.
As I speak to other rock hounds throughout the country (via Facebook), I am constantly reminded
of what a great group of members we have and how much we contribute to the geologic education
of children and adults. Not all clubs are so involved in their communities. I am proud to be a
part of such a great organization!
Rose Fowers, President

For All Rockhounds in the area!

Dues are Due ! !

Rock Talk is published monthly
by the White Mountain Gem &
Mineral Club, Inc. Any info/
comments that members wish
to have included in the monthly
newsletter must be turned in to
the editor at the general
membership meeting or call the
editor prior to the following
weekend after the meeting.

Membership Dues: $15 for a
single membership, and $20
for a couple/family. Dues are
due the 1st of January of every
calendar year along with a
completed application. If you
join in November of previous
year, your dues will be good
for all of the following year.

Meetings: 1st Sunday of the
month, (unless it falls on a
holiday), at the VFW Post
9907, 381 N. Central Ave,
Show Low, AZ. Turn north off
of the Deuce of Clubs at the
Burger King. Social half-hour
@ 1:00pm, meeting starts @
1:30pm. Bring snacks.

Rock Talk

March 2016

Elected Officers
and Volunteers

Volunteer Positions

President
Rose Fowers
(928) 537-2195

Show Chairman
Rick Olson
(928) 251-0949
walkaround@earthlink.net

Vice President
David Bingell
(928) 205-5197

Assistant Show Chairman
Sandra Angelo
(928) 537-3726

2nd Vice President

Advertise & Public
Relations
Luann Robbins

Secretary
Charlene Bingell
(928 242-7870
Treasurer
Suzanne Fern
Editor
Karen Stokes
(928) 229-0273
crystal_lover59@hotmail.com
Field Trip Chairman
Rick Olson
(928) 251-0949
walkaround@earthlink.net
Board Members at Large
Sandra Angelo
(928) 537-3726

Pinetop/Lakeside
Peggy Lancaster
Springerville/Eagar
Rose Fowers
Snowflake/Taylor
Stan & Jeannie Arneklev
Show Low
Ursula Wilson

Remember
Our Fallen.
Veterans Do.

Education, Schools
Bill Stalder
(928) 368-4496
Greeter, Door Prizes,
50/50 Raffle
Linda Stalder
(928) 368-4496

Birthdays

Auctioneer
Bill Stalder
(928) 368-4496

Stan Arneklev
(480) 213-4187
John Mierzwik
(928) 245-9720.

Claim Filing
Rose Fowers

Ursula Wilson

Bonus Prizes
Sandra Angelo
(928) 537-3726

Web Master and
Membership Chair
Ron Ginn
(480) 294-0731
wginn3@gmail.com

Chamber of Commerce
Liaisons'

Librarian & Libraries
Yvonne Garrett
Skye Castro

Highway Clean-up
Brookie Embry
(928) 537-0760
Ruth King
(928) 337-2212

Sunshine
Beckie Parker
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Historian
Jeannie & Stan Arneklev
(480) 213-4187
Coalition Contact
Ron Ginn
(480) 294-0731

March
14 - Karen Stokes

April
3 - Ursula Wilson
15 - Bill Stalder
17 - John Mierzwik

Happy Birthday, Y'all ! !
May You have Many More ! !

Our next meeting is
Sunday, April 3rd, 2016.
For those of you
who's last name begins I-Z,
please bring snacks, and
remember cleanup duties!
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General Membership Meeting
March 6th, 2016
Rose Fowers called the meeting to order at 1:25pm, and welcomed and
thanked everyone for coming. Guests were Skip Scott, Prescott
McBride, Tom Bergman and Rick Palmer.
Rose asked if there were any corrections or additions to the minutes
for February. There were none. John M. made a motion to
accept the minutes, seconded by Lauren, and carried by the
membership.
Suzanne gave the Treasurer’s report. Our income for February
was $634.00, and our expenses were $1849.11. Suzanne broke
down both categories in detail.
David Bingell, Vice President, explained today’s education would
be 2 pronged: An explanation for geological time by explaining
one million and one billion years of geologic time in a way that we can
grasp. He also read the collecting laws as published by the BLM,
which was a reminder to all members. Next month’s program will
be by Doug Wolfe, Paleontologist, who will be speaking about
the White Mountain Dinosaur Exploration Center in Springerville.
Discussion was held and it was decided that in May, we will have
private silent auctions instead of a educational program. Members can
bring items to sell in three individual silent auctions. Members
can set the items on the table where they are seated, and wait
for other members to bid on their items. We will conduct 3
separate auctions. 20 % of what is sold must be donated to
the club. Please bring items that are rock related. June’s program
will be a slide show from David and Charlene’s trip to mining
areas, and fauna and animals they will be visiting during April.
John M. spoke about the planned trip to Kemmerer,
Wyoming (fish fossils) in June. You will be at 7000 feet elevation,
water, sun block, hats are necessary. The weather can go from
30 to 80 degrees in one day, and there can be afternoon showers.
If you are interested in going, please contact John or Rick Olson.
It is important to make your reservations as soon as possible,
as tourist season will be in full swing.
Sandra Angelo mentioned if you participate in any of the
club-related activities outside of our meetings, you need to sign her
book to be eligible for the year-end prizes.
We need an Editor, as Karen S. will be relocating out-of-state.
If anyone would like the job, Karen is willing to teach you
Microsoft Publisher. It is what is used to generate the newsletter.
Anyone interested will be given the software. Contact Rose if
you are interested in becoming our Editor.
Rick Olson gave us the club show report stating that we
currently only have 5 vendors and need 14 to cover the costs
of renting the Elks Lodge. The Deadline for vendors is April 1st.
If we don’t meet this, we may want to consider a free show in
the summer with displays, demonstrations and activities for the
kids at the Nature Center. Suzanne’s husband helped in getting
us HonDah booked for Memorial Day 2017 for our show next year.
Rick reported on our last month’s field trip to Rye,
south of Payson. Items found were jasper, geodes, jade and fossils.
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Also, they stopped at a site on the way back up the hill on
Hwy 87 for calcite.
Some yellow, white and green calcite
was found. Next month, Karen Dorsey will be leading the
trip to Young to look for jasper, geodes and agate.
In April we are tentatively looking at the Rock Art Ranch,
Winslow Western Museum, where there are Petroglyphs.
Rose wants us to prepare to maybe do some rearranging
of trips, as Rick will be unable to lead some trips. We need to be
flexible.
Librarian Yvonne showed us some Rock and Gem magazines
that we can borrow from the library. There are also some older
magazines up for sale.
If you would like to order brass name tags, please see
Karen Dorsey. They are $5.00 each.
Rick and Rose judged the Regional Science Fair. A donation
of $300 was presented to the science fair coordinator.
A $300 donation was made to the “Walk in the Woods” that
will be held June 4th. They are providing a booth indoors,
and we need some volunteers to man the booth. This will
give the club some excellent exposure.
The club is now a member of the Springerville/Eager Chamber
of Commerce.
Rose thanked the membership for allowing
her and Sandra Angelo to attend the Show Low Chamber
of Commerce Awards Banquet. We did not win the non- profit
category, as that went to Sue’s Crew – a foundation that raises money
for cancer research.
Rose learned that by being members
of both Show Low CoC, and the Pinetop Lakeside CoC, qualified
us for $25.00 discount.
Bill Stalder mentioned that he purchased some items from
the Tucson show, and some of the specimens are available
at the Silent Auction table. The door prizes were a pair of
safety goggles and 2 rock samples. Thanks to Dave Adams
for the donation of rocks.
Tony from Earth’s Upper Crust was in attendance, and
mentioned that he is redesigning the store, and asked for us
to stop in for a visit. All club members receive a 20% discount.
Rick also mentioned that the Deming, NM show is this coming
weekend.
After the break, David presented his program on how to
understand “millions and billions” of geologic years. He then read
the BLM Collecting Laws.
Rose reminded everyone that
you are representatives of the club, so please remember the rules.
We took another 10 minute break, and then pulled the raffle
tickets for the door prize and the 50/50. The door prize was
won by John M., the 50/50 was won by Skye Castro,
the rock sample fossil by Skip Scott, and the Diamond Point
minerals was won by Yvonne Garrett.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at
3:15pm.
Respectfully Submitted, Charlene Bingell, Secretary
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May 7-8, Kingman, AZ
Annual show; Mohave County Gemstoners Club,
Kingman Academy of Learning;
3420 N. Burbank
Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-4; Free Admission
Contact Robert Pedersen, 3760 N. Steel Ave. , Kingman, AZ
86409, (928)-692-8910
Web site: www.gemstoners.org
May 21-22, Show Low, AZ (tentative)
Annual show; White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club
Elks Club; 805 E. Whipple
Sat. 12-7, Sun. 12-5; Adults $2
Seniors 70+ free, Children 18 & under free;
Contact Rick Olson, (928)-251-0949
e-mail: walkaround@earthlink.net
Web site: whitemountain-azrockclub.org
May 28-29, Sedona, AZ
Annual show; CKM Productions, LLC
Sedona Red Rock High School
995 Upper Red Rock Loop Road
Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4; Admission $3, Children free;
contact Greg Capatch, 106 Vista Bonita Drive, Sedona, AZ 86336,
(928)-554-4615
e-mail: gregcapatch@yahoo.com
Web site: https://www.facebook.com/CKMProductionsLLC/

Rocks Needed
In preparation for this Spring and Summer’s community
activities, we need lots of small, tumbled rocks to use as
giveaways to children when we have a booth. If
you own a tumbler and can start a load or two, and/or
have some already tumbled, that you would be willing to
part with, please bring them to the next club meeting.
They don’t have to be a particular stone, so whatever
you have will be fine. A perfect size would be something
that would comfortably fit in the hand of a young
child. Providing free polished stones to children is
always a hit and more often than not, they are
accompanied by their parents. That gives us the
opportunity to educate all on our club and the
geologic resources in our community.
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Updated Club Outing List
March 26th, road to Young, AZ. Karen Dorsey is lead
April 23rd, Rock Art Ranch, Winslow, AZ
May 21st, Oso Draw, Hunt, AZ
June 23rd-26th, Kemmerer, WY
July 23rd, Coalition Outing to Claims, Nutrioso, AZ
August 27th, Sunset Crater & Great Falls, AZ
September 24th, numerous sites near Tonto Fish
Hatchery, AZ
October 20th-23rd, Deming, NM

I apologize for the shortness of this
newsletter, but as no one sent me any
pictures or articles, I didn't have any filler
for this month. Also, as most of you know,
I am packing up to move home to Georgia
May 30, and working an INCREDIBLE
amount of overtime at 2 facilities in order
to have enough $ for my move. My time is
VERY short nowadays. If ANYONE would
like to take over the job of Editor, I will be
more than happy to walk you through
the process.
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February 2016 Club Field Trip
As is the norm for Arizona, the morning of February 27th was sunny and cool for our start at 8am. By the time we
caught up with some more members in Heber, the temps had only warmed by a few degrees, but by the time
we got into Rye and saw the final two vehicles of our group (which by this time totaled 16) the temperatures
had climbed into the low 70's. Fortunately we were only a few miles from our first collecting spot. Following
our group photo, most of the crowd decided searching for treasures in the wash was much easier than climbing
the hill. That did not deter Ginger, Sheri or Darrell, as they could be seen up high on hilltops on both sides of the road. But
nice specimens could be found in the wash. David found a nice fossil shell and numerous geodes were
located by most of the group. Even some of the multi-colored jasper made it's way into the wash and then into
many buckets.
Following lunch, we got back on Route 87 and headed north for a few miles, and parked along the edge of the
highway for collecting calcite. A large vein was found only a few feet up the hill, and most of the group was
satisfied with collecting here. Darrell, Sheri and Ginger braved the steep hill, and discovered a partially buried vein
that was yellow-colored and the crystals were larger.
Most left with at least one full bucket which in my eyes proved to be a worthwhile outing. Wouldn't you agree?
Join us March 26th as Karen Dorsey will lead the group on the road to Young and purple-colored jasper and fossils.

March 2016 Field Trip
The March 2016 club field trip will be to the Young area. We will be looking for geodes, jasper, and who knows
what else. Your trip leader is Karen Dorsey. For those in the Show Low area, we will be meeting in the Safeway
parking lot between 7:15am and 7:30am, to leave promptly at 7:30. We will drive to Heber/Overgaard and meet
the Snowflake/Taylor folks at about 9:00am at June’s Restaurant (corner of highways 260/277). This will allow
for anyone interested in breakfast to eat before departing for Young. If you are from Show Low, and not
interested in breakfast, make sure you are at June’s by 9am. The terrain in the Young area is rocky, but mostly flat.
Bring lunch, water, hats, gloves, digging tools and containers, chair, water. This area is mostly surface collecting.
If you have any questions, call Karen at 928-536-2360 or Rose at 928-537-2195.
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Wyoming or Bust - 2016

March 26, 2016 Coalition trip

Plans are under way to take a trip to the world famous Kemmerer,
Wyoming Fossil Beds, June 23-26. Digging would be at the Warfield
Quarry (aka Fossil Safari) under the direction of our club member,
George Putnam, Quarry Manager. The regular price for a half day of
digging (4 hours) is $75 per person. If we can round up 10 or more
diggers, the price would be about $55 for each half day (children are
½ price). Whatever the number of attendees, George will get us a
good price.

I have class at ASU on March 26th, but my husband Scott
has graciously volunteered to lead the trip to the Cave Creek
Onyx mine. The material found here has clear, tan and deep
red bands, some of it having a wood-like appearance. We
will be collecting mostly in a wash, so hand tools are a good
choice to bring.
The meeting point is the Sears-Kay Ruins
at 9:00 am. We will leave at 9:15. The road can be rugged, so
vehicles with some clearance are preferred. 4WD is not
necessary. If there is rain in the forecast the day of the trip,
it will be cancelled as we do have to ford the creek at Seven
Springs, and do not want to be caught in a dangerous flood
situation. There is no cell phone coverage at Sears-Kay
but if you need to contact Scott early the morning of the trip is
number is 602-361-8167.
If you have general questions
about the trip, please feel free to call me at 602-703-5188.

For RVers, there is a place just below the quarry that you can
boondock (bring your own water for the RV). There are several
motels in nearby Kemmerer. The weather will be hot, so provide
shade via an E-Z Up, and SPF 48 or higher is recommended along
with other usual items such as hats, water, gloves, etc. The Quarry
provides all tools you need to split rocks. Dogs are allowed in the
Quarry but must be on a leash at all times. Rick has information on
motels in Kemmerer.
In addition, there may be other nearby opportunities for collecting
some blue petrified wood and fossil turitellas (gastropods).
If you are interested in attending, please contact Rick Olson at
928-251-0949. Reservations are needed as this is a busy place during
their dig season and space may be limited. For additional details,
check out Warfield’s website: www.fossilsafari.com.

An Irish Blessing
May God grant you always.....
A sunbeam to warm you,
A moonbeam to charm you,
A sheltering Angel so nothing can harm you.
Laughter to cheer you.
Faithful friends near you.
And whenever you pray,
Heaven to hear you
(submitted by Eunice McQuiston)

Robin
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