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President's Letter
Our February 2016 meeting was well attended. Members provided great food and conversation. Thanks go to
everyone with help setting up and clearing the tables.
Welcome to the club! Beckie Parker, Show Low, Doug and Hazel Wolfe, and Christopher Wolfe, Greer,
Gabrielle Zornes, Show Low, and Judy Foshee, Snowflake. Several members renewed their memberships. If you have
not renewed, it is not too late.
We hope you will join us for our February 27 outing to the Rye area.
Plans for our May show are well underway. We are beginning to receive contracts from Vendors. If you need
a space to sell items at the show, the city of Show Low requires sellers to have a tax ID number and
Rick needs to know so he can reserve a spot for you. If you plan to display some of your treasures and
need a cabinet, we need to know. Thanks to Sandra Angelo, we have an assistant Show Chair this year.
Please contact Rick or Sandra if you want to sell.
We will become members of the Springerville and Heber/Overgaard Chambers of Commerce. Memberships
help our exposure in outlying communities. Their websites will promote our show and other events.
The Regional Science and Engineering Fair (STEM) is coming up. See detailed information elsewhere in the
newsletter. We have been contacted by the Events Coordinator for Navajo County, regarding our participation
as speakers for various events. Information will be posted as it is received. Everything we can do to support
the events in our communities will benefit us in the long run. Please consider volunteering.
Rose Fowers, President

For All Rockhounds in the area!

Dues are Due ! !

Rock Talk is published monthly
by the White Mountain Gem &
Mineral Club, Inc. Any info/
comments that members wish
to have included in the monthly
newsletter must be turned in to
the editor at the general
membership meeting or call the
editor prior to the following
weekend after the meeting.

Membership Dues: $15 for a
single membership, and $20
for a couple/family. Dues are
due the 1st of January of every
calendar year along with a
completed application. If you
join in November of previous
year, your dues will be good
for all of the following year.

Meetings: 1st Sunday of the
month, (unless it falls on a
holiday), at the VFW Post
9907, 381 N. Central Ave,
Show Low, AZ. Turn north off
of the Deuce of Clubs at the
Burger King. Social half-hour
@ 1:00pm, meeting starts @
1:30pm. Bring snacks.
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Elected Officers
and Volunteers

Volunteer Positions

President
Rose Fowers
(928) 537-2195

Show Chairman
Rick Olson
(928) 251-0949
walkaround@earthlink.net

Vice President
David Bingell
(928) 205-5197

Advertise & Public
Relations
Need a Volunteer!

2nd Vice President
John M

Librarian & Libraries
Yvonne Garret
Skye Costro

Secretary
Charlene Bingell
(928 242-7870
Treasurer
Suzanne Fern
Editor
Karen Stokes
(928) 229-0273
crystal_lover59@hotmail.com
Field Trip Chairman
Rick Olson
(928) 251-0949
walkaround@earthlink.net
Board Members at Large
Sandra Angelo
(928) 537-3726
John Mierzwik
(928) 245-9720.
Ursula Wilson
Chamber of Commerce
Pinetop/Lakeside
Liaison
Peggy Lancaster

Education, Schools
Bill Stalder
(928) 368-4496
Greeter, Door Prizes,
50/50 Raffle
Linda Stalder
(928) 368-4496
Auctioneer
Bill Stalder
(928) 368-4496
Highway Clean-up
Brookie Embry
(928) 537-0760
Ruth King
(928) 337-2212
Claim Filing
Suzanne Fern
Bonus Prizes
Sandra Angelo
(928) 537-3726
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Birthdays

February
6 - Karen Dorsey
15 - Sean Hill

March
14 - Karen Stokes

Happy Birthday, Y'all ! !
May You have Many More ! !
February Days of Interest
American Heart Month
2 - Groundhog Day
4 - World Cancer Day
5 - National Wear Red Day
7 - Super Bowl
8 - Chinese New Year
9 - Mardi Gras
10 - Ash Wednesday
13 - World Radio Day
14 - Valentine's Day
15 - President's Day

Historian
Jeannie & Stan Arneklev
(480) 213-4187
Coalition Contact
Ron Ginn
(480) 294-0731
Sunshine
Beckie Parker

Remember
Our Fallen.
Veterans Do.

Web Master and
Membership Chair
Ron Ginn
(480) 294-0731
wginn3@gmail.com

Our next meeting is
Sunday, March 6th, 2016.
For those of you
who's last name begins A-H,
please bring snacks, and
remember cleanup duties!
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General Membership Meeting
February 7th, 2016
Rose Fowers, President, called the meeting to order at 1:25pm.
She welcomed everyone, and asked if we had any guests, which
were Eileen Cold, The Jensen family and returning and new
members; George Putnam, Mariclare Hannah, Becky Parker and
Gerry Crisler from California. (new member not present at the meeting).
We are planning a trip to Wyoming on June 22 through the 26. We
need 10 people to receive a discount, so please let us know if
you have any interest in going.
A motion was made to approve the minutes from the January’s
newsletter. Gator made the motion, and it was seconded by
Rick and approved by the membership.
Suzanne gave the treasurers report: Our income was $446.00, and we
spent $1,670, as we paid for our storage rental for the year, our
rent for the VFW hall for our meetings for the year, and our Chamber
memberships.
Board Member reports: John/Gator asked that we please ask any
questions about the Wyoming trip. Sandra stated that if you do any
extra activities for the club, please sign the book for the
year-end prizes. Stan had nothing to add.
Karen – Editor, Please send her pictures, stories, or anything that you
would like to see in the newsletter.
Charlene: David, VP, was willingly kidnapped to go to the Tucson Gem
& Mineral Show, so she will be presenting the education on the
Devonian Era.
Rick, Trip Coordinator/Show Chairman:
Thanked everyone for
the email and phone calls during his recovery. We have one
more vendor who has signed up for the show. If you want to
have a booth at the show, as a club member, you will need to
have a tax ID number or transaction privilege tax ID number.
Rose mentioned that Sandra agreed to be Assistant Show Chair
to help Rick as he continues to recover.
Karen told us about the fieldtrip to San Carlos. She said 10
people attended. Steve Joey had opened a big new portion of
his claim, and it was a sea of green. Gerry, our new member
from California went on the trip, and this is why she joined our club,
because of our field trips. Gerry was generous, and brought oranges
from her property.
Everyone seemed happy with their finds
at the Peridot mine. Some people stopped at the rock shop in Globe.
Rick continued with information on our next field trip. We will
be going to Rye, which is beyond Payson on the south side
of Hwy 87. We are going to go to two different sites. We will
be looking for geodes, jasper, agate, fossils and calcite crystals.
The field trip will be on 2/27, and we will meet at the Safeway
parking lot at 8am (In Show Low). People from Snowflake can
meet us at June’s Restaurant in Heber at 8:45am, if you like.
Rose explained that we got everything taken care of with the CPA 2
weeks ago, and we are now reclassified as 501-3C from here
forward. We will pay the CPA to file for us yearly, so it will be continued
to be taken care of. Rose thanked Suzanne for her hard work
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taking over the Treasurer position, and putting together 3 years of
information in just a short period of time.
Rose asked if anyone has a copy of our logo. If not we may have to
have a logo contest.
Evonne agreed to be our new librarian. Peggy Lancaster agreed to be
our contact for the Pinetop Lakeside Chamber of Commerce. Becky
agreed to take on the Sunshine position. Gator offered to be 2nd Vice
President.
Rose mentioned that Ruth and Stretch are members of the VFW
but we could use backups. Is anyone a member of the VFW who
would be willing to be back up for helping with getting the
drinks for the meetings.
Rick introduced Lynn who is a Tracks member and works with the
Nature center also. Lynn asked the club if they would be interested in
sponsoring the Walk in the Woods which is the first Saturday in June.
Also the NE AZ Regional Science Fair is coming up – it is now called
STEM- Science Technology Engineering and Math Fair- this will be
held March 4 and they need judges and donations. The Nature Center
will be having activities every Saturday through the summer. On
August 8 the fair will be “Getting Physical”, and Lynn asked if we
would like to participate and have displays or a table or some sort of
booth to educate the community. We could present field trip information or put up displays, which must be Arizona related. The deadline
to enter is June 1st. Also on September 3rd is the Wildlife Festival.
Rose and Bill did some research on property insurance to cover our
items in storage. Gator agreed to research an insurance company
that gave us a great quote.
Rose asked if the club could purchase 2 tickets to the Show Low
Chamber of Commerce’s Awards Banquet. They give out awards to
businesses and non-profits for the year. Rose entered our club for the
non-profit award explaining all the things that we do as a club. Gator
made a motion to allow the purchase of 2 tickets and Karen seconded
the motion and it was carried by the club membership.
We contribute to the Earth Science Museum and Rose read their report. Karen will be putting the report in the newsletter.
A coalition trip will be going on the same day that our trip is being
held. They are going to Jerome and Perkinsville for agate. If you want
information on the trip, contact Rose.
Suzanne went over the budget highlighting the new line items. A motion was made by Gator to accept the budget and it was seconded by
Bill and approved by the membership.
Rose would like for us to become members of Heber/Overgaard
Chamber of Commerce and Springerville Chamber of Commerce. We
need the advertisement and we need to get out into the smaller communities.
Linda and Bill showed us the door prizes for today – a fish plaque
form Wyoming donated by George Putnam and a nice piece of tumbled petrified wood. Please purchase tickets for the 50/50 raffle and
the prizes for the raffle agate rose (chalcedony), a wulfenite mineral
sample and Jalapeño's café gift certificate.
We took a break at 2:30
We resumed the meeting at 2:50.

(continued on next page)
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Continued from page 3
Charlene presented the education portion on the Devonian Era.
She will get the information to Karen for the newsletter.
Rose mentioned that she and Rick would be the contact for the Nature
Center.
The door prizes were drawn- Judy won the fish plaque, and Karen D.
won the piece of petrified wood. On the 50/50 – Suzanne won the cash,
$32.00, and Hope won the Jalapeno’s café gift certificate. Wulfenite was
won by Skip, Chalcedony and petrified wood was won by Blue.
Rose reminded everyone if it was your turn to bring food, then
it is your turn to help clean up. A mini-show meeting was to be
held immediately after this meeting ends.
A motion was made to adjourn by Sandra, seconded by Kathleen, and
we adjourned at 3:12 PM.
Respectfully submitted, Charlene Bingell, Secretary

Show Dates
Feb 20-21, Mesa, AZ
Apache Junction Rock and Gem Club
Skyline High School Gymnasium; 845 South Crismon Road
Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4; $3 Admission, $1 Students, Children Free
Free Parking.
Contact Phil Gadd, 503-705-3933
e-mail: mmpdg16@msn.com
Web site: www.ajrockclub.com

Upcoming Show Meeting
If you would like to be a part of the planning for the
2016 WMGMC show in May, please attend an
informal meeting to be held at the Show Low Café
on Saturday, February 20th from 12 noon till 2pm.
The first hour will be set aside for lunch, and the
remaining time will be used to form committees, and
plan setup of spaces at the Elks Lodge for our club
functions during the show. For additional info, or if
you have comments, please call Rick at 928-251-0949.

Mar 12-13 , Anthem , AZ
Daisy Mountain Rock and Mineral Club
Boulder Creek High School; 40404 N. Gavilan Peak Pkwy.
Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-4; Admission $3, Students/Seniors $2,
Free Admission for children.
contact Ed Winbourne, 1717 West Medinah Court, Anthem, AZ 85086,
(978)-460-1528
e-mail: ewinbourne@gmail.com
Mar 19-20, Cottonwood, AZ
CKM Productions, LLC, Mingus Union High School
1801 East Fir Street, Cottonwood, AZ
Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4; Admission $3, Children under 12 free admission
contact Greg Capatch, 106 Vista Bonita Drive, Sedona, AZ 86336
(928)-554-4615
e-mail: gregcapatch@yahoo.com
Web site: https://www.facebook.com/CKMProductionsLLC/

Sale of Library Materials - March Meeting
On March 6 meeting, magazines for years 2005, 2006 and 2007 will be
for sale.
We've got a lot of great magazines, books and other publications for
Club member checkout! Come look!!
Suzanne

LOST AND FOUND
After our last meeting, someone left a blue
insulated mug in the VFW hall. If it is
yours, please call me at 928-537-2195.
Please be mindful that we are not allowed
to take any beverages into the VFW hall at
any time. Thanks! Rose
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San Carlos Peridot!
So, being as how Rick, our intrepid Field Trip person was laid up with BADLY frostbitten tootsies, he tagged me to lead
however many folks showed up to go to the San Carlos Apache Rez for that wonderful little green stone, Peridot.
Now mind you, I haven't been in charge of any group of folks since my Boy Scouting days with my son, Glenn. I have found
that as I grow older, my patience is correspondingly less with each year I add to my stack of birthdays. But, I figured that
leading a group of adults couldn't be as bad as herding a groups of kids around the camp.
Boy, was I wrong! It was like trying to herd cats! Rick must have the patience of Job!!
Anyway, 9 of us met at the Show Low Safeway, and left there about ½ hour late. I absolutely cannot STAND being late to
ANYTHING, which stems from my Marine Corps days. I didn't waste any time putting the pedal to the metal, but we STILL
arrived about 30 minutes later than we were supposed to. We stopped at the casino to pick up a little new lady member
from Calif, and she had to gift everyone with some wonderful bags of Navel oranges from her trees in her yard, which put us
still farther behind! But, the oranges were fantastic!!
I have been told that Steve was on the horn to Rick about "were we still coming" when we wheeled into the Basha's parking lot.
After all that, it was gravy. We paid for our reservation permits, then I gathered everyone's $ for Steve's claim, and we were off.
I tried to tell the newer members about how the very ground was green at the claim, but I don't think that they had a
concept of what awaited them. (I heard several times from folks about how the dirt was green, and how neat it was. )
I made out like a bandit! I was after green sand for my little bottles, and after paying Steve a few extra $, and trading him
a bunch of empty bottles and corks, I came away with my "7 lbs" of Peridot rock, and 2 - 3 gallon buckets of green sand.
I was a happy camper! Everyone seemed to be satisfied with their "haul", so after a couple of hours, away we went
to the Rock Shop in Globe. I HAD to introduce all the new folks to our favorite little secret rock shop. I spent the $ there
that I would have spent in Quartzsite. Everyone went their own separate ways by then, and Blue & I were happy to be
headed home. Another GREAT trip for our club, and hope y'all can do it again next year!
Karen Stokes, Editor

(I will be reporting on my Tucson Gem Show extravaganza in next month's newsletter)

Our Intrepid Bunch!

Ya gotta get close to your work!

Decisions, decisions!

My little sand pile!
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White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club
PO Box 3504
Show Low, AZ 85902
Membership Application
Please Print and Complete Both Sections
Membership Cards_______ Name Badges________($5.00 each) Date: __________________________
New______ Renewal________
Name(s): ____________________________________________ Phone: _____________________________
Address: _____________________________________ City: ______________________ Zip: ____________
Type of Membership: Single ($15.00) ___________
Couple ($20.00) _____________
--------------------------------------------------------------------------White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club Membership Application
Type of Membership:
Single ($15.00)___________ Couple: ($20.00)_____________
Printed Name(s): ___________________________________________________________________________
Phone:_______________________________
Spouse Phone:_________________________________
Mailing Address: ________________________________ City: ______________________ Zip: ___________
E-mail Address: ____________________________________________________________________________
Spouse E-mail Address: _____________________________________________________________________
Would you like to receive the club bulletin via the internet?
Would you like to receive a hard copy by the U.S. mail?
Date of Birth:

Yes _____ No_____
Yes _____ No_____

__________________________________________________________(year not necessary)
(Name & Date)
(Name & Date)

List any Junior members you would like to sponsor:
1: _______________________________________________________________ Age: _____________________
2: _______________________________________________________________ Age: _____________________
Signature(s): _____________________________________________________ Date:____________________
Seasonal members please list alternate address and months of residency:
Address: ______________________________________ City: ________________________Zip: __________
Months: ______________________________ Phone:________________________________________________
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Officers, Volunteers, New Members, & Guests

Rose Fowers,
President

John Mierzwik,
Board Member

David Bingell,
V. President

Stan & Jeannie Arneklev,
Historians

Yvonne Garrett & Skye Costro,
Librarians

Mariclare Hannah,
New Member

Suzanne Fern,
Treasurer

Beckie Parker, New
Member,
& Sunshine Chairman

Lynn Krigbaum,
New Member

Charlene Bingell,
Secretary

Rick Olson, Show Chairman
& Trip Coordinator

Sandra Angelo
Board Member

Eileen Cole,
Guest

Karen Stokes,
Editor

Bill & Linda Stalder
Auctioneer & Greeter,
Door Prizes & Raffles

Stan Arneklev
Board Member

The Jensen, Sparrow, & Wade Family
Guests

February 2016

Rock Talk

COALITION FIELD TRIP ,
February 20,2016
Going for Perkinsville Agate
Meet Time 9:00am
Depart: 9:30am promptly!
Where: Public Parking Lot west of the Jerome Fire Dept. located on
Jerome-Perkinsville Road
THIS TRIP IS WEATHER PERMITTING!!! Off road vehicle, Primitive
Road, rocky road, slick when wet, narrow road, cliff side views!!! Not
for the “Faint of Heart”! Bring buckets, digging tools. Contact: Don
Strong (928) 593-0105

February 2016 Field Trip
After checking the official 2016 schedule and being corrected by Stan
the date given at our meeting in February for the field trip was in error.
The correct date for the field trip is Saturday, February 27th, not the
20th. I apologize for that blunder, but these things do happen. The
meeting place will be the Safeway parking lot in Show Low departing at
8 AM. We will then drive to Heber and meet any others at June's Restaurant and leave there at 8:44am.
Our destination is Rye, AZ. Our first stop will leave Route 87 at the first
right turn in Rye and follow #414 heading west for approximately 8
miles to where a trail turns left. We will park at that point and hike the
trail where Jasper in various colors can be found. A wash that is encountered before the jasper hill contains Fossils and Geodes.
Following our exploring of this area we will return to Route 87 and
head back towards Payson. After about 3 miles we will pull off the road
onto the shoulder and collect Calcite in the trail leading east and in
road cuts along Route 87.
If you have any questions or want to yell at me call 928-251-0949. Rick

STEM Fair
2016 NE AZ Regional Science & Engineering Fair
Call for judges: This year the annual STEM Fair will be held
on Friday, March 4, 2016, at the old Nicholas Homestead on
6th and McNeil in Show Low. Rick and Rose are already
scheduled to be judges. More judges are needed and training
will be provided. If you wish to volunteer, please contact
Rose or Rick, or the event coordinator, Susan Rodriguez at
928-358-0099. If you contact Susan, please let her know you
are members of WMGMC.
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David's Educational info on the Devonian Era
(by Charlene Bingell)
Devonian Era – System in the Paleozoic Era - 419.2 million years to
358.9 million years ago. The era was named after Devon, England
where the first research was done.
Also known as the Age of Fishes. Creatures that were prevalent
were Placoderms and Sharks, which were ancestors of tetrapods
walking on land with pectoral pelvic fins, which later evolved
into legs. Also, the first ammonite mollusks appeared, as did trilobites
and brachiopods, along with the great coral reefs.
70% of the species from this era are extinct. To put this in perspective,
the petrified wood we find is 200 million years old. The fish fossils
in Wyoming are 53.5 and 48.5 million years old.
During the Devonian Era, Arizona was under water in a shallow sea.
You can see these areas in Arizona on the Mongollon Rim, Payson
to Forest Lakes (Paleo Site), The Grand Canyon, and Southern Arizona.
David & Charlene Bingell

Illustration and original article by Nobu Tamura
The major groups of tetrapods are the Amphibians, reptiles,
(including dinosaurs and birds), and mammals.

Wyoming or Bust - 2016
Plans are under way to take a trip to the world famous Kemmerer,
Wyoming Fossil Beds, June 23-26. Digging would be at the Warfield
Quarry (aka Fossil Safari) under the direction of our club member,
George Putnam, Quarry Manager. The regular price for a half day of
digging (4 hours) is $75 per person. If we can round up 10 or more
diggers, the price would be about $55 for each half day (children are
½ price). Whatever the number of attendees, George will get us a
good price.
For RVers, there is a place just below the quarry that you can
boondock (bring your own water for the RV). There are several
motels in nearby Kemmerer. The weather will be hot, so provide
shade via an E-Z Up, and SPF 48 or higher is recommended along
with other usual items such as hats, water, gloves, etc. The Quarry
provides all tools you need to split rocks. Dogs are allowed in the
Quarry but must be on a leash at all times. Rick has information on
motels in Kemmerer.
In addition, there may be other nearby opportunities for collecting
some blue petrified wood and fossil turitellas (gastropods).
If you are interested in attending, please contact Rick Olson at
928-251-0949. Reservations are needed as this is a busy place during
their dig season and space may be limited. For additional details,

White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club
P.O. Box 3504
Show Low, Arizona 85902-3504

