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President's Letter
Happy Holidays to you all!
An early present was having a visit with Stan and Jeannie and getting to go on two fieldtrips
with them and the local Bluegrass Gem & Mineral Club. I am sure Stan and Jeannie will attest
they are a fine bunch of rock hounds and fearless when it comes to driving or walking down
streams. The local rocks so far all seem to be underwater. Rockhounding in hip waders is a
new challenge, but fun.
I know Nanz and the officers and directors put on a wonderful Holiday Party for the Club and I
am sorry I missed it. I wish you all the best in the New Year. Support your new officers and
directors and volunteers and you will have a great year. I hope a trip materializes for
Wyoming and I will do my best to join you. In the meantime, ya'll come visit!
Love, Tonie (retired but not idle)
Tonie

For All Rockhounds in the area!
Rock Talk is published monthly
by the White Mountain Gem &
Mineral Club, Inc. Any info/
comments that members wish
to have included in the monthly
newsletter must be turned in to
the editor at the general
membership meeting or call the
editor prior to the following
weekend after the meeting.

Membership Dues: $15 for a
single membership, and $20
for a couple/family. Dues are
due the 1st of January of every
calendar year along with a
completed application. If you
join in November of previous
year, your dues will be good
for all of the following year.

Meetings: 1st Sunday of the
month, (unless it falls on a
holiday), at the VFW Post
9907, 381 N. Central Ave,
Show Low, AZ. Turn north off
of the Deuce of Clubs at the
Burger King. Social half-hour
@ 1:00pm, meeting starts @
1:30pm. Bring snacks.
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Elected Officers
and Volunteers

Volunteer Positions

President
Tonie MonDragon
(859) 338-2296

Show Chairman
Rick Olson
(928) 251-0949
walkaround@earthlink.net

Vice President
David Bingell
(928) 205-5197

Advertise & Public
Relations
Blue Thompson

Secretary
Charlene Bingell
(928 242-7870

Librarian & Libraries
Suzanne Fern

Treasurer
Need a Volunteer!

Education, Schools
Bill Stalder
(928) 368-4496

Editor
Karen Stokes
(928) 229-0273
crystal_lover59@hotmail.com

Greeter, Door Prizes,
50/50 Raffle
Linda Stalder
(928) 368-4496

Field Trip Chairman
Rick Olson
(928) 251-0949
walkaround@earthlink.net

Auctioneer
Bill Stalder
(928) 368-4496

Board Members at Large
Sandra Angelo
(928) 537-3726

Highway Clean-up
Brookie Embry
(928) 537-0760
Ruth King
(928) 337-2212

Rose Fowers
(928) 537-2195
John Mierzwik
(928) 245-9720.

Claim Filing
Tonie MonDragon
(859) 338-2296
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Birthdays

December
10 - David Bingell
12 - Loren Wright
15 - Brookie Embry

January
3 - LouAnn Robbins
4 - Mark Holmstrom
7 - David Adams
14 - Darrell Moerch
19 - Tisha Peterson
30 - George Lueras

Happy Birthday, Y'all ! !
May You have Many More ! !
December Days of Interest
1 - World AIDS Day
6 - Hanukkah starts
8 - Immaculate Conception
10 - Human Rights Day
22 - Winter Solstice
25 - Christmas
26 - Boxing Day
27 - St. John Day

Bonus Prizes
Need a Volunteer!
Historian
Jeannie Arneklev
(480) 213-4187
Coalition Contact
Ron Ginn
(480) 294-0731
Sunshine
Need a Volunteer!

Remember
Our Fallen.
Veterans Do.

Web Master and
Membership Chair
Ron Ginn
(480) 294-0731
wginn3@gmail.com

Our next meeting is
Sunday, Jan 3rd, 2016.
For those of you
who's last name begins A-H,
please bring snacks.
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General Membership Meeting
December 6, 2015
The Holiday Party meeting was called to order at 1:20pm
by the acting president, David Bingell. Several guests were
introduced, Steve, Jan and two new members, Jan and Sean.
Also Mary King, who was a was a visitor last month, became
a new member.
Nanz announced that there was free literature from the Socorro
Symposium and other items for the taking if anyone wants them.
David mentioned that there was no education today, but starting
in January, we will be going over the geology of Arizona.
A motion was made by John to approve the minutes published
in the last newsletter, seconded by Peggy, motion carried.
Larry gave the treasurers report: spending was $553.88 and our
income was $157.65.
Rick gave us the next field trip information. We will be
going to the San Carlos reservation to the Peridot claim
owned by Steve Joey. We will meet at the casino in San Carlos
on Jan 23 at 9am, and then head to the Basha's Grocery
store to buy our reservation permits, which are $10 per car.
There is a fee to dig at the claim, which we think is about
$30.00 a person. We will get that verified.
David donated some literature to the library.
There was no old business.
New Business- Rose mentioned an article in the White
Mountain Independent of David Wolfe’s find on his dig. If you
would like to see the article, come up at the break. We were
asked to have an information booth at the Flagg Show
at the Mesa Community College in January on the 8 th, 9th and
10th. We received a card from Fran and Jackie. We also
received a Thank You letter from the New Mexico Mining
Institute for our donation to the Symposium, and they will
make sure our name is on the list of donors in all the
literature for their next symposium. We still have Periodic Tables
for sale.
Rose is calling a board meeting on January 10th at 1:30
here at the VFW. All board members should attend, plus
anyone who has need of money in their budget, per Nanz.
A motion was called to adjourn by John (Gator), and seconded
by the other John present, approved and passed at 1:35 pm,
and we returned to eating, exchanging of gifts, and the year-end
prizes.
Respectfully submitted, Charlene Bingell, Secretary
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Incoming President's letter
2015 has been a very good year for our group. We have many
unsung heroes. I am taking this opportunity to acknowledge
some of the contributions made by your Board of Directors.
We had well-attended monthly outings, thanks to our Trip
Chairman, Rick. Club meetings were also well attended, with
outstanding educational programs by our VP, David.
Charlene did a great job of taking minutes at our meetings.
Larry continued his great work maintaining our financial
records. Karen, our Rock Talk Editor, filled the pages of our
newsletter each month with timely and interesting articles
and photos. Suzanne graciously accepted a position as
Librarian after Jackie left. Our Show was a huge success under
Rick’s leadership. Bill and Linda wore many hats working as
Greeters, conducting raffles, silent auctions and education in
schools. Stan and Jeannie, Historians, did a lot of work
photographing our trips and meetings, and archiving all
material. They also take care of sending newsletters out to
members not receiving them via email. Brookie and Ruth
chaired our highway cleanup projects. Nanz contributed much
by sending “Sunshine” to members when needed. Nanz also
kept track of the bonus prizes for meetings, as well as
putting together (as always and with Larry’s help) an
outstanding Christmas Party. Our Webmaster and Membership
Chair, Ron is an unsung hero also.
Maintaining our
website and contacts with other clubs is no small task. Our
Board members-at-large helped to keep our meetings on
track. Thanks go to Sandra and John M.
All of our members contributed to a successful year by
bringing great food to the meetings, and also for “stepping up”
when needed. We had several new members in 2015.
Finally, we lost members to moves out of our area. Tonie, Fran
and Jackie are already missed, and we wish them much
success and happiness in their new homes. If I missed anyone,
I apologize.
Our exposure in our communities has been increased by
each of you, and I am certain, that with our new 2nd VP
position, more people will be hearing all about us and what
we do. All members are our life blood, and I hope you will
continue to “raise” your hand when the call for help goes
out. Each of us has a lot to learn and to share. I look
forward to our next year together. Remember, January is
“membership renewal month”. Even if you are renewing, it
will be necessary for you to complete the Membership
Application form.
Best wishes for a safe and joyous holiday season! See you next
year! Rose
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Planned Field Trips
for 2016
January 23rd
San Carlos, Arizona
Peridot collecting
February 27th
Rye, AZ ,
Calcite & Agate
March 26th
Glenwood, N.M.
Geodes, Topaz

Rock Talk

Page 4

Board Meeting Announcement
We will have our first Board of Directors (Officers and Volunteers)
meeting of 2016 on Sunday, January 10, 2016, 1:30 PM, at the VFW.
We will review the Budget for the year, and some other pending items.
Please plan on a longer than usual meeting, as there are several items I need
to bring up.
I would like for each of you to outline how we view the responsibilities of
our new Second Vice President position. What would we like to accomplish
within the community? Please plan on presenting your ideas.
If anyone in the club anticipates the need for us to add line items to
the 2016 Budget, please attend the meeting, or send me an email with details.
For those of you that are holding positions that involve expenditures, let us
know if those amounts need to be increased, left as is or eliminated.
Pres. Rose Fowers

April 23rd
Winslow, AZ
Rock Art Ranch tour

Fran & Jackie Pfeifer's new address:

May 21st
Red Hill, N.M.
Jasper, Fossils & Agate

Fran and Jackie Pfeifer
3958 N. Catherine Drive
Prescott Valley, AZ 86314-8317
928-460-5587

June 22nd-26th
Kemmerer, WY
Fish fossils
July 23rd
AZ Coalition Outing to Oso Draw,
Hunt, AZ for Petrified Wood
August 27th
Sunset Crater & Grand Falls
Tour only
September 24th
Escudilla Mountain claims
Quartz crystals, Luna Agate
October 20th-23rd
Deming, N.M.
Malachite, Azurite, Geodes
November 19th
Tonto Fish Hatchery area
Chert, Fossils & Agate

January 2016 Club Field Trip
The first official outing in January for the White Mountain Gem & Mineral
Club will be Saturday, the 23rd. We will meet at the casino off of Highway 70,
heading towards San Carlos, with departure at 9am. Our aim is to load
vehicles with as many people as possible, as there is a $10 reservation
permit fee per vehicle. Permits will be issued at the Basha's close to
San Carlos on Highway 70. Once all permits have been issued, we will follow
Joey to his claim at Peridot Mountain. There is a $30 fee per person
to collect at the claim. Note: Steve has dug-up a new section of the claim, so
we'll have new ground to explore on this outing. If you have further questions,
please contact Rick Olson at 928-251-09
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Notes from our Librarian, Suzanne
We have some new items in the library materials:
November and December issues of the "Rock & Gem" magazine - the one the Club subscribes to.
A 1964 book: "Superstition Mountain and it's famed DUTCHMAN'S LOST MINE". subtitle: A Lifetime of Research proves that Truth is
Stranger Than Fiction" - fourteenth edition. This is also a book of Historical events.
A 2015 SOCORRO (New Mexico) Visitor's Guide
Several "New Mexico Geology" newsletter editions - prior years (not current)
The Library also has available for checkout some VHS videos and a DVD:
DVD: Diamonds of War: Africa's Blood Diamonds (this is good - I've watched it)
VHS: Faceting Basics
VHS: Carving Gemstones
VHS: Living with Urban Wildlife
VHS: Russian Gem Treasures
VHS: Carlsbad Caverns - Spirit of Exploration.
Come check these out if you are interested!

Suzanne Fern, Librarian

The Story of Creede Mining District, Colorado
The cliffs of solid silver,
With wondrous wealth untold;
The best of its running rivers
Are lined with purest gold.
It's day all day in the daytime,
And there is no night in Creede.
by Cy Warman
Nicholas Creede opened the Holy Moses Mine and an enormous silver vein was discovered in 1890. One million
dollars worth of silver were shipped by 1892 and the wealth of Creede's mines became known world-wide. The
boom only lasted a few years until the silver panic of 1893. But during that time the population swelled to 10,000
which attracted all types of characters, including This attracted all types of characters, including Bob Ford, Soapy
Smith and Bat Masterson who operated a saloon for a Denver outfit. Following two floods and two major fires,
Creede was almost abandoned. The mountains were still rich with ore and some mines regrouped and reopened
on a smaller scale, operating with great success for several years. In 1985 the price of silver dropped and forced
the mines to close. Tourists still visit the quaint little town of Creede and take an underground tour of a mine,
see exhibits of mining specimens and relics and take a drive around the dump piles. There are many old mine
buildings to photograph and some collecting is available. Creede is in south central Colorado not too far from
Pagosa Springs.
Submitted by Tonie MonDragon
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Show Dates
Jan 15-17 - Globe, Ariziona
Annual show; Gila County Gem & Mineral Society,
Gila County Fairgrounds; 900 E. Fairgrounds Rd.
Fri. 9 -5 , Sat. 9 -5 , Sun. 9 -4
Single Admission $3, Couple Admission $5,
Free Admission for students/children
contact Jodi Brewster, P.O. Box 487, Miami, AZ
85539, (623)-810-9780
e-mail: jodibrewster66@gmail.com
Web site: http://www.gilagem.com
Jan 29 - Feb 14 - Marana, Arizona
Annual show; Miner's Cooperative , Mark Jacob's
Sports Park ; 6901 N. Casa Grande Highway
Daily 8:30 -5; Free Admission
contact Rachel Ford-Dingfield, (720)-495-8362
e-mail: kaipuravida@gmail.com
Web site: http://tucsonrockgemmineralshow.com/
Jan 29-Feb 14 - Tucson, Arizona
Kino Sports Complex; 2500 E Ajo Way; Daily 10-6;
Free Admission
contact Jim Gehring, 2003 Viscount Row, Orlando, FL
32809
e-mail: Jim@as-shows.com
Web site: KionGemShow.com
Jan 30- Feb 13 - Tucson, Arizona
Martin Zinn Expositions, L.L.C., Three locations: InnSuites Hotel, Ramada Ltd., Mineral & Fossil Marketplace; 475 N Granada, 665 N Freeway, 1330 N Oracle;
Daily 10-6; Free Admission
contact Regina Aumente, PO Box 665, Bernalillo, NM
87004
505-867-0425
e-mail: mzexpos@gmail.com
Web site: www.mzexpos.com

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT

The Board has received notice of the resignation
of Nanz Marshall and Larry Legge from their
positions on the Board as well as from the Club.
Their resignations are effective January 1, 2016.
We are saddened by their choice, but wish them all the
best.
Over the years that they have been
members, they have contributed much to the
success of the Club. They will be missed.
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Coalition Trip for January 2016
Trip Leader: Ron Ginn
Contact Info: wginn3@gmail.com Cell: 480-294-0731
When: Saturday January 30, 2016
Where: Lake Pleasant
Meeting Location: McDonalds, 3140 W Carefree Hwy Phoenix,
AZ. Just east of the intersection of I17 an AZ74.
Meeting Time: 9:00 am (leave at 9:30 am)
Material: Clear Calcite
Collecting Method: Mostly float some digging.
Vehicle Type: High Clearance.
Terrain Type: Physically difficult, Very Hilly.
Tools needed: Rock Hammer, light digging tools.
DIRECTIONS: From I17 take Arizona Highway 74W towards
Wickenburg, and continue past the Dam for Lake Pleasant to
the turn marked by a brown sign “Lake Pleasant Regional
Park/New Waddell Dam”. There is also a green sign marked
“Castle Hot Springs Road”. This right turn is located about
11.4 miles from Interstate 17. The calcite sites are located about
13 miles after the turn off Highway 74 onto Castle Hot Springs
Road. Follow the Castle Hot Springs Road for 6.8 miles
to the junction with Cow Creek Road then turn right
onto Cow Creek Road, and continue for 2.5 miles to the
right turn that goes up and around the hill, and leads
the final half mile to the first collecting site. The second
collecting location is another .6 of a mile bearing to the left, and
down a small track.
COMMENTS: We will stay on site till 2:00 PM. Bring lunch,
sunscreen, and plenty of water.
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Field Trip recap for November
Well, we had another beautiful day for collecting, as 17 members and 2 guests met in Taylor the morning of Nov 21st for
the last official field trip of 2015. After pictures were taken, (thanks to Bill and Skip), we were off to the northern boundary of
Snowflake and the floodplain of the Little Colorado River.
The route was a little bumpy as we left the main road, but all made it to our site between two large hills of material left by past flooding
and/or sea deposits. The quantity of Agates, Chert, Jasper and Petrified Wood was immense. Some fossils and artifacts were
found also. As good as conditions were though, most were asking if there was somewhere else for additional collecting. Well,
thanks to a member who once lived in the area, and who had heard that our club was welcome to collect at a nearby Gravel Pit during off
hours, we decided to check it out.
It was a bit of a walk to find the Petrified Wood, as very little was found in the large area where material was being excavated
and divided into separate grades. It was on the old mounds that had been sitting for extended periods that the colorful wood could be
found. Everyone could be seen carrying full buckets on the return to our vehicles, and we were all elated that it was another
great day to enjoy with the fellowship that keeps this club together.
Looking forward to seeing you out for more great trips in 2016. Rick Olson

White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club
P.O. Box 3504
Show Low, Arizona 85902-3504

