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President's Letter
Hi all, I had a great trip across country and made some interesting stops along the way. First stop was the
new site of the Mineral Museum in Socorro, NM. The building is beautiful and so much easier to find.
They were not finished filling the displays, but all the NM mining district displays were up, and new
specimens displayed. The staff was very friendly, and trying to get everything ready before the Symposium.
Next stop was the Albuquerque Show. I visited with the Kastners and Neal Bearce. Both were anxious to
know if we were going to have a show. I was there the first morning of the show, so it was quiet, but lots of
vendors.
So now on to exploring Lexington and all it has to offer. First stop, I got my library card.
I understand I missed a really great educational program on Fordite by David and look forward to
seeing the write up in the newsletter. I suggested this topic and was curious if there was an Edselite. :)
I want to congratulate the new officers, board members, and people in the volunteer positions.
This is such an awesome club, and I know you will continue the momentum to take it to even
greater heights! Not only do I miss you guys, but I missed a trip the Bluegrass G&M Club took
to several sites in Virginia because we were driving back to Colorado for a week in October.
We did visit the Creede Mining District there and went geo-caching.
I found my first
3 geo-caches and one had a nice chunk of jasper. EXCITING!! As your correspondent, I will send Karen
an article about that trip.
It will find its way into the newsletter when she has room.
Sorry I will miss the Holiday Party, have fun!
Miss you all, and thanks for the wonderful sendoff! Tonie

For All Rockhounds in the area!
Rock Talk is published monthly
by the White Mountain Gem &
Mineral Club, Inc. Any info/
comments that members wish
to have included in the monthly
newsletter must be turned in to
the editor at the general
membership meeting or call the
editor prior to the following
weekend after the meeting.

Membership Dues: $15 for a
single membership, and $20
for a couple/family. Dues are
due the 1st of January of every
calendar year along with a
completed application. If you
join in November of previous
year, your dues will be good
for all of the following year.

Meetings: 1st Sunday of the
month, (unless it falls on a
holiday), at the VFW Post
9907, 381 N. Central Ave,
Show Low, AZ. Turn north off
of the Deuce of Clubs at the
Burger King. Social half-hour
@ 1:00pm, meeting starts @
1:30pm. Bring snacks.
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Elected Officers
and Volunteers

Volunteer Positions

President
Tonie MonDragon
(859) 338-2296

Show Chairman
Rick Olson
(928) 251-0949
walkaround@earthlink.net

Vice President
David Bingell
(928) 205-5197

Advertise & Public
Relations
Blue Thompson

Secretary
Charlene Bingell
(928 242-7870

Librarian & Libraries
Suzanne Fern

Treasurer
Larry Legge
(928) 537-2524
Editor
Karen Stokes
(928) 229-0273
crystal_lover59@hotmail.com
Field Trip Chairman
Rick Olson
(928) 251-0949
walkaround@earthlink.net
Board Members at Large
Sandra Angelo
(928) 537-3726
Rose Fowers
(928) 537-2195
John Mierzwik
(928) 245-9720.

Education, Schools
Bill Stalder
(928) 368-4496
Greeter, Door Prizes,
50/50 Raffle
Linda Stalder
(928) 368-4496
Auctioneer
Bill Stalder
(928) 368-4496
Highway Clean-up
Brookie Embry
(928) 537-0760
Ruth King
(928) 337-2212
Claim Filing
Tonie MonDragon
(859) 338-2296
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Birthdays

November
12 - Dee Budde
22 - Marta Moerch
25 - Rose Fowers

December
10 - David Bingell
12 - Loren Wright
15 - Brookie Embry

Happy Birthday, Y'all ! !
May You have Many More ! !

November Days of Interest
1 - All Saints Day
3 - Election Day
11 - Veterans Day
19 - Great American Smoke out
26 - Thanksgiving Day
29 - Advent begins
30 - St. Andrew Day

Bonus Prizes
Nanz Marshal
(928) 537-2524
Historian
Jeannie Arneklev
(480) 213-4187
Coalition Contact
Ron Ginn
(480) 294-0731

Remember
Our Fallen.
Veterans Do.

Sunshine
Nanz Marshall
(928) 537-2524
Web Master and
Membership Chair
Ron Ginn
(480) 294-0731
wginn3@gmail.com

Our next meeting is
Sunday, December 6th.
Our Annual Christmas Party.
Bring your favorite
Holiday goodies!
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General Membership Meeting
November 1st, 2015
Meeting was called to order by the acting President, VP David Bingell,
at 1:20pm. A motion was made to approve the minutes, but
a correction was noted. On the Mesa Show, the number of vendors
should have been 90 vendors not 900. So this change is noted.
The minutes with this correction was motioned by John, and approved
by Nanz and carried by the membership.
David discussed upcoming shows, listing in the newsletter.
Officer Reports: David, Vice President explained that today’s education
will be on manmade or man assisted gem stones.
Larry, Treasurer stated our expense for October were $139.05 and our
income for October was $106.00.
The secretary and editor had nothing to add.
Board members had nothing to add but Rose wanted to remind
us that we have periodic tables for sale $16.00 for members. Rose
also gave an update on the Mineral and Mining Museum, and no new
decisions have been made. New legislation in 2016 may help.
There is talk of moving the museum collections to Tucson.
For a complete update read the blog mineral museum madness.
Rick reported on the show and fieldtrip. The show is still up in
the air, as we do not have a spot or a date. He is still looking
into several locations to see what we can come up with. Nanz
mentioned that the Elks Club is available.
Rick stated the
fieldtrip was a success, as 25 people attended and many
different specimens were found. This month’s field trip will be
North of Snowflake. We will meet at Basha's parking lot in
Taylor, between Basha's and the Pizza Hut at 9am on 11/21/15.
We will be looking for agate, jasper and petrified wood.
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We took a break at 2:30.
We had a visitor Mary King and two new members Gary and Joyce.
WELCOME!!
We re-adjourned again at 2:33 for David’s education presentation.
Please see notes in the newsletter of the education presented.
David also passed around samples of the items that he was
discussing.
Larry mentioned that the Elks Club would be having a dinner
on Veterans Day, starting at 5pm, with dinner to be served at 6pm.
Charlene also mentioned the hospital would have a free lunch
for veterans on Veterans Day from 11:30am to 1:30pm.
Updates were made on the club brochures for those who
volunteered to distribute them to the local Chambers of Commerce.
Please make sure you pick up brochures at the end of the meeting.
Rose also asked that if anyone goes to our claims, please let her
know when you go and how long you stayed, so she can use your
visit as part of the maintenance that we need to do on the claims.
Also, if you want to order a name badge, please contact Rose,
and she will give you the contact phone number. The price is $5.00
Prize drawings were as follows: Door prize was won by Roy
Lovato, which was a Desert Rose that was mounted by Fred
as a gift to Eunice. Larry L. won the 50/50 prize of $14. Blue
won a rock covered with drusy. A picture Sandstone was won by
Sandra. The silent auction was to close in 3 minutes.
Results of the voting’s: Rose won the President position, Nanz
will now be 2nd Vice President and all the others stayed the
same. Thanks to everyone for their participation.
A motion was made by Stan to adjourn, seconded by John, and carried by the membership. We adjourned at 3:10 Pm
Respectfully submitted, Charlene Bingell, Secretary

Rick went over the tentative field trip plan for the year. Many
fun field trips planned. 2 extended trips are planned that you
may want to put on your calendar; June 23 – 26 will be to Wyoming for
Fossil fish, (fossilsafari.com), and October 20th – 23rd, we will be
going to Deming, NM to look for specimens of Azurite and Malachite.
Librarian- Suzanne Fern stated that she has put out old magazines for
sale. Other library items are on the table that can be signed out.
Old Business: Nanz stated that those who had ordered and paid
for the laminated sheets on info on rocks and minerals needed
to get with her, as she was needed to return the money, being as
she could not find the site again to order them. Also, Nanz
reminded members to sign the year-end prize book if anyone
did anything extra for the club during the year. Next month’s meeting,
Dec 6, is our Christmas-Holiday Party. The ham and turkey will
be provided by the club. If you want to be part of the gift
exchange, bring a rock-related wrapped gift under $10.00.
Non-gender specific is best.
Rick mentioned if anyone wanted club shirts or hats for gifts to contact
him.
Everyone was asked to make sure that they filled out a ballot for voting
on the new officers.

Happy
Thanksgiving!

Rock Talk

November 2015

Page 4

November Meeting

VP David B & Treas. Larry
VP David with various turquoise,
both fake and real

Latest collection of fieldtrip finds
New Members Gary & Joyce

Congratulations
to all our
New and Old
officers!
Guest Mary King

2016 Elected and Volunteer Officers
Photos courtesy of Stan A.
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October Fieldtrip
Imagine my surprise when I pulled into the ALCO parking lot in St. Johns the morning of October 24th, there were 24 eager
souls ready to do some collecting. We were then off to our site, which was located next to the power plant boundary, at the
eastern edge of the landfill.
Once vehicles were parked, the throng set out in all directions. A few souls did follow me, as I promised to lead all those
interested to an area where Petrified Wood could be found in all colors and sizes. It wasn't long before Gator called out that
he came across a 4-foot diameter specimen hiding in a ditch. No one seemed disappointed about the 2 to 5 lb chunks that were lying
all over.
Most of the group seemed satisfied with staying up on top where a wide assortment of specimens could be found. David
found an interesting object, Ursula found another interesting object, several pieces of Coral, and some marine fossils. Some great
rocks and minerals were also collected. They included: Obsidian, Jasper-Agate, Rose Quartz, and Carnelian.
Since we finished by 12:30, a few hardy souls were wanting more, so Karen D. led them to a site just west of St. Johns for
more Petrified Wood and fossils.
All this and wonderful temperatures, calm winds and a sunny sky. Who could ask for more.
Rick Olson
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Tonie's Trip, cont'd
It was a great trip and I made some interesting stops along the way. First stop was the new site of the Mineral Museum in
Socorro, NM. The building is beautiful and so much easier to find. They were not finished filling the displays, but all the
NM mining district displays were up, and new specimens displayed. The staff was very friendly, and were trying to get
everything ready before the Symposium.
Next stop was the Albuquerque Show. I visited with the Kastners and Neal Bearce. Both were anxious to know if we were going
to have a show. I was there the first morning of the show so it was quiet but lots of vendors. From there I was headed for
Amarillo, TX but saw a billboard for a dinosaur museum in Tucumcari, NM -- so detour.
What a pleasant surprise! As many times as I had been through Tucumcari -- I love to say that word -- I had not stopped. The
signage was good, directing me to the Mesalands Dinosaur Museum, part of Mesalands Community College. The Museum
Exhibit Hall houses the world's largest collection of life-sized bronze skeletons and fossils. The sculptures are lost-wax, cast
in the Colleges' own bronze foundry as part of their fine arts program. The also have one of the few Torvosaurus skeleton casts
on display in the world. This is a rare carnivore from the Jurassic Period related to Tyrannosaurus Rex. I have to brag that my
Priscacara is larger than theirs, but they do have a large Green River Fossil display. Mesalands College offers an Associates
of Arts degree with either Geology or Paleontology options. In the Museum, you can view the Natural Sciences Laboratory, where
students learn the latest techniques in fossil preparation. Students also engage in research and field work, and were in the
field the day I was there.
It is a must see if you are in the area! Or visit them at www.mesalands.edu. They even have summer workshops. Miss you all, and thanks
for the wonderful sendoff! Tonie
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Message From Your President-Elect
I am taking this opportunity to thank everyone that supported me during our November elections. I realize that it will
be a bit challenging to step into Tonie’s shoes after her many successful years as President. But I will look at it this way:
It is not her shoes that I am stepping into, but rather, my own shoes. I know that I will take all of our members on the
same old “trails”, but also to many new directions.
Thanks also to those of you that have accepted positions as Officers and Board. I look forward to working with each of you.
2016 will be enhanced by our new Second Vice President position, chaired by Nanz Marshall. She will work on expanding
our community exposure. Added to the Board of Directors, are Ursula Wilson and Stan Arneklev. Suzanne Fern has already
successfully assumed the role of Librarian after Jackie left. To those of you that are continuing in existing positions,
thank you also for the time and energy you expend to help our club.
On behalf of Steve and myself, have a wonderful Thanksgiving!

Rose Fowers

Brad's Bench Tips
HOMEMADE WAX TOOLS

SMOOTHING EARWIRES

Save your used X-Acto or scalpel blades for utility work on the bench.
They're wonderful for delicate wax work. Use a cutoff wheel or other
type of grinding wheel to shape the blades to what you need. For
instance, you can carve away excess metal on the spine to make yourself some narrow carving knives that do a great job of detailing small
pierced areas of your waxes.
___________________________________________________________

Any time you make your own earwires, the hardest part for me is to
sand and polish the end that's inserted into the ear. Any sharp edge
there is no fun. I've tried using sanding sticks, cup burs, and silicone
polishing wheels. I've tried buffing on a Zam wheel, and I've tried
spinning the wire in the Foredom to polish the tip. While all of these
techniques do the job, none are very easy, and none are as fast as I'd
like.

REMOVING A STONE FROM BEZEL SETTING
If you've forgotten to use dental floss and got your stone caught in a
bezel, there's one thing you can try before starting to pry.
Find some sticky wax or beeswax. Roll it into a pencil-sized cylinder
and stick the end onto the top of the stone. Mold it on well and yank.
But if the stone is really stuck, there are two other tricks - but each
with risks and consequences. The first is to pry open the bezel with a
sharp knife blade being very careful not to wrinkle or tear the bezel.
If you try this, make sure to pry gently in several passes around the
stone.
The last solution is to drill a small hole into the bezel setting from
the back side so that you can push the stone out. Note that this does
leave a hole, but in some cases you can use it to saw out a design
under the stone
___________________________________________________________
BALL BURS
I use ball burs quite a bit for carving and for cleaning up bits of
solder that need to be removed. The ball shape seems to be more
controllable than other cutting burs. They're less apt to grab and walk
over your piece.
As to sizes I've found that 8 mm is a very useful size for carving while
a half mm or smaller at high speed works great for signing your name
on the back of your work.

Then it occurred to me - I could melt the wire smooth. One quick touch
in the flame of the propane/oxygen Little Torch does the trick - not
enough to form a bead on the wire but just enough to round off the tip.
I find it's worth practicing the maneuver a couple times on some
scrap wire before trying it on completed earrings.
Many thanks, Brad
"Bench Tips for Jewelry Making" and "Broom Casting for Creative
Jewelry" are available on Amazon
www.BradSmithJewelry.com
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Show Dates
Nov 21-22, Payson, AZ
18th Annual show; Payson Rimstones Rock Club
Payson High School, Longhorn Gymnasium
Corner of W. Longhorn Rd and S. McLane Rd.
Sat. 9:00 am-5:00 pm, Sun. 10:00 am-4:00 pm.
Students, Adults + Seniors $2.00, Children under 12 free.
Contact Margaret Jones, P O Box 884, Pine, AZ 85544,
928-970-0857. email: paysonrimstoneshow@gmail.com or
margieaberry@gmail.
Nov 21-22, Apache Junction, AZ
Apache Junction Rock and Gem Club
Apache Junction High School Cafeteria
2525 South Ironwood Drive
Sat. 9:00 am-5:00 pm, Sun. 10:00 am-4:00 pm;
Adults $3, Students $1, Children are FREE
Contact Phil Gadd, (503) 705-3933; e-mail: mmpdg16@msn.com
Web site: www.ajrockclub.com
Nov 28-29, Wickenburg, AZ
Wickenburg Gem & Mineral Society, Wickenburg
251 S Tegner St; Sat. 9:00 am-5:00 pm, Sun. 10:00 am-4:00 pm
Contact Beth Meyerson, Wickenburg, AZ, (208) 540-2318
e-mail: myerbd@gmail.com
Web site: wickenburggms.org
Jan 2016-Feb 2016, Tucson, AZ
Martin Zinn Expositions, L.L.C.
Inn Suites Hotel, Ramada Ltd.,
Mineral & Fossil Marketplace; 475 N Granada, 665 N Freeway,
1330 N Oracle
Daily 10-6; Free Admission
contact Regina Aumente, PO Box 665, Bernalillo, NM 87004
505-867-0425
e-mail: mzexpos@gmail.com
Web site: www.mzexpos.com

Planned Club Field Trips for 2015
November - Woodruff-Hay Hollow Road area
December - Club Christmas Party

Last Fieldtrip Reminder
Our last official field trip for 2015 will be a location at the northern edge of Snowflake just off of the Hay Hollow Road, and a
stones throw to the Little Colorado River. The date is Saturday, Oct 21st, and we will meet in the parking lot between
Pizza Hut and Basha's at 9am. We will be collecting Agate, Jasper and Petrified Wood. Bring water, sunscreen, a hat, and
dress as conditions warrant. Any questions, call Rick at 928-251-0949.
If anyone would like to order any clothing for delivery at the December meeting, please let Rick know. We have hats, polo shirts,
t-shirts and decals. I can print with the club logo, "Watch For Rocks", most birthstones, gems and fossils also.
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My latest "To Do" Trip
So for those of you in the know, y'all know that my heart is set on Dixie come May 31st of next year. Having said that, I am also
trying to do my "Western Bucket List" before I move permanently to SW Georgia. Most of my family is still in California, where I am from
originally, or from Arizona, where I have relatives all over the state. (My secret is OUT there, as I don't tell a whole lot of folks that I was born
and raised in California!) I want to see family as much as possible, and I also want to see the Hoover Dam, in which my grandfather helped
to build during the Depression. The family trips are coming along, and the Hoover Dam is slated for spring of next year.
I wanted to see my niece and nephews before I left Arizona, so took the Amtrak out to Oregon. You can pick it up at the
La Posada Inn in Winslow. I have always loved trains, as my dad was a hobo who "rode the rails" back in the Depression, and all of us
kids were raised on train tales. The Amtrak is relatively reasonable, rate-wise, especially for seniors, and it's just plain FUN!! While in
Oregon, I got a personal tour of the Fire Mountain Gems Factory in Grants Pass, Oregon, where my niece lives. If I had a bucket list, that
tour would have been at the top!
I also got to dip a gold pan in two rivers at the same time, go hunting for ocean-tumbled Jade rocks at the seashore, and saw
some Redwood trees for the first time ever. Those things were MAGNIFICENT!! I also saw the famous Klamath Falls, and received a
petrified Dinosaur Bone from my niece's hubby, whose grandfather was a rockhound, back in the day. I poked thru CRATES of rocks, and
had a blast! I also got to visit a prospecting shop in Grants Pass, where the owner showed me how to clean my little stash of gold, and
told me how much it was worth, in her prices. ($82). I really didn't care, as I never intend to sell it. But it was fun watching her, and learning
how to clean it using organic methods. (lemon juice and salt). She even gave me 2 cups as gifts to be raffled off at the two meetings that
I will be attending as a prospector and a rockhound. If you folks are ever in the Grants Pass area, you need to go look at this little shop.
It has EVERYTHING for the prospector or rockhound, at some really reasonable prices!
I also learned that Oregon was one of a few states where marijuana was legal for medical and recreational purposes. At the
smoking stops on the train, people got off the train and fired one up just like it was a cigarette! Was an interesting trip all around!
But, all good things must end, so I tootled back home on the Amtrak, got to visit my brother in Ventura on the way, and again, visited
La Posada's gift shop at 0530 in the morning. The stuff in there will make your tongue hang out! I took lots of pictures so I can copy
some of the artwork for my house in Georgia. If you get a chance, y'all need to visit the La Posada Inn in Winslow. It's a trip back in time,
and the food and service is fantastic! Your Editor

Amtrak at Union Station, Los Angeles
Ocean-tumbled Jade
from the Oregon Coast
La Posada's Gift Shop

Dino Bone from ?

Klamath Falls, Oregon
The neat little Mining shop in Grants Pass, Oregon

Beaded Bear in
Fire Mountain Gems factory
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