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President’s Message
A little history first: In the 20 years of the Club's existence, I was President for 12 of those years, and a member of the
Board for each of those 20 years. It is time to retire. I do so with mixed emotions. I am happy for the life I am moving into - retirement,
living with, then near my daughter (whose rock hound gene has finally surfaced), and entering the rock hound protection program.
Tamara has signed me up with a rock club in Lexington, but I disavow all knowledge of 501(c) 3 non profits, newsletters, and chairing
meetings. I'm only in it for the fieldtrips!
In my 20 years with this Club, I have met many wonderful people, who have taught me a lot about fossils and minerals and life.
I take with me many dear memories and interesting experiences. I will remember you all . . . To help me remember, I have associated
several of you with parts of my collection: I hope no one is offended as this is meant with real affection. Karen, you are my
Petrified Wood - with your many stories and colorful language. Stan & Jeannie you are my geode - crusty (Stan) on the outside,
but beautiful surprises on the inside. Bill & Linda are the Japanese twins, joined at the base but each a magnificent individual.
Larry & Nanz - you are jasper and agate, you are foundational with many aspects. You have served this Club well as President,
(Nanz), and Treasurer, (Larry), and board members. We couldn't have accomplished as much as we do without you. Rick,
when I see fluorescents I will think of you and how you shine when the light hits you a certain way. David & Charlene are my
obsidians - many colors of the rainbow but as delicate as a snowflake. Sandra you are my opal, smooth and shiny on the outside,
but full of fire. Rose, you and Gator are my fossils (no reference to age) just your interest. Like your passion for fossils, little is
exposed but you have great depth. When I see tumbled polished stones, I will think of Ruth and Brookie, as that became your
passion when you took a chance on our Club. That brings me to Fran and Jackie. What can I say except you two are precious gold!
You are a treasure and we have come to love you both. All the other members, including the newbies, are precious specimens
to be identified and admired. I have been a hobbyist all my life and in this particular hobby, I have found the most wonderful
people who are kind, who share, and who care about each other. I have always said this is much, much more than a Club, and I will
miss you all.
You ask, what mineral am I? Think of me as sand - a bit gritty but when lightning strikes . . . amazing.
*********************************************************************************************************************************************************************
Thank you, Thank you, Thank you for the wonderful send off!! It was joyful to read your comments in the cards, and to receive wonderful gifts,
including gas money for the trip! I appreciate all the hugs and farewells and good wishes. Thank heavens for Facebook, phone, text and
Karen's great newsletter. We will continue to be in contact. I will be your roaming rock hound correspondent. Hopefully we will meet up at the
Tucson Show in 2016 and again in Kemmerer, WY for a field trip next summer.
Keep in touch as I will be hungry for news of y'all!
More hugs, Tonie

For All Rockhounds in the area!
Rock Talk is published monthly
by the White Mountain Gem &
Mineral Club, Inc. Any info/
comments that members wish
to have included in the monthly
newsletter must be turned in to
the editor at the general
membership meeting or call the
editor prior to the following
weekend after the meeting.

Membership Dues: $15 for a
single membership, and $20
for a couple/family. Dues are
due the 1st of January of every
calendar year along with a
completed application. If you
join in November of previous
year, your dues will be good
for all of the following year.

Meetings: 1st Sunday of the
month, (unless it falls on a
holiday), at the VFW Post
9907, 381 N. Central Ave,
Show Low, AZ. Turn north off
of the Deuce of Clubs at the
Burger King. Social half-hour
@ 1:00pm, meeting starts @
1:30pm. Bring snacks.
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Birthdays

September
7 - Frank Urquides

October
5 - Val Holmstrom
17 - Ken Haman
29 - Mary Alice Vertz

Happy Birthday, Y'all ! !
May You have Many More ! !
September Days of Interest
5 - Selichot
7 - Labor Day
11 - Patriot Day
13 - Rosh Hashana starts
21 - St. Matthew Day
21 - International Day of Peace
23 - Yom Kippur
23 - Fall Begins
28 - Sukkot starts

Here is my contact info for those who want it:
Tonie MonDragon
3566 Lochdale Terrace
Lexington, KY 40514
Phone: it will still be: 859-338-2296
E-mail: t.mondragon@twc.com

Our next meeting is
Sunday, October 4th.
Members whose
last name begins A - H,
please bring snacks.
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General Membership Meeting
September 13th, 2015
Meeting was opened by Tonie Mondragon at 1:20pm.
She welcomed our visitors, Trevor who moved here from California, and
Marta, who lives in Show Low.
Tonie called for an approval of the minutes. Rose made a motion,
seconded by Bill, and approved by the members.
Tonie announced that she is retiring for the 3rd time, but this time
moving to Kentucky to be with her daughter. She has been with
the club for the last 20 years – 12 years as President, and a member
of the board for all 20 years. She thanked the members for their help
and wonderful personalities, and she compared us to rocks, which are
described in her President's letter. Tonie said she feels like she is sand
- a bit gritty, but when lightning strikes she turns into fulgurite.
She thanked all the club members for their work and support.
She reminded us that nominations will be next month, and suggested
that we have 2 Vice President positions: one for Education and
Programs, and a second one for Social Items and Committee
Management and Communication.
Upcoming shows:
* Albuquerque, 10/2-10/4, Sedona, October 17, New Mexico Symposium, 11/14 – 11/15, where Toni Potucek will be speaking.
VP David reminded everyone about the member silent auction that we
were having today. This is a fundraiser, so 20 % of the proceeds
of any items sold are to be donated to the club. Next month, David
and Charlene will be out of town, so Sandra will take the minutes,
Larry will run the meeting, and Jeannie and Stan will be doing
the photo contest. 3 photos related to rockhounding can be submitted.
Attending club members will judge the entries, and 3 ribbons
given for the top 3 photos chosen, which will be in the next
newsletter. November will be a presentation on Fordite, and other
man-made stones. David volunteered to be Vice President-Educator
for next year, if elected.
David read a letter about lapidary classes that will be taken place
by Jim Jacobs in Morristown, AZ – schedule will be coming.
Treasurers report: Expenses - $858.12 , income - $186.00.
Tonie asked Rose to take over the claims paperwork, to which she
agreed.
Sec. Charlene read a letter from Concho School District thanking us for
our generous donation. Charlene offered to be secretary next year if
elected.
Editor Karen asked for submission for the newsletter, picture
of your recent rock hounding trip, information on rockhounding,
etc… Please email her with any submissions, and if you need
a response, PLEASE do not call her but do text or email, as
she works nights, and that is the easiest and SAFEST way to
get in contact with her.
The Board members were asked if they had anything to bring up: Rose
reminded everyone that we still have periodic charts/
mineral elements for sale. They are $16.00 for members, and
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$20.00 for nonmembers.
Fieldtrip Coord./Show Chairman Rick reported that Hondah is
booked every weekend through 2017. So he is looking at
the County fairgrounds, Torreon, and vacant stores. We are
doing our weekend trip this month to Soccoro, NM., on 9/24 9/27. Friday will be at the museum in Socorro, and then we will
visit several sites for collecting during the weekend – a quarry that
has jasper, agates, calcite, and other areas with wulfenite, fossils,
and an area that claims to have 108 different mineral and rock
specimens available, such as selenite and aragonite. Some
collecting sites charge a fee.
Also Rick mentioned that we gave a donation to Doug Wolfe
for the Discovery center. Doug is looking for helpers to help in
a site in Farmington New Mexico for 1 to 3 days. If you are
interested, please contact Doug Wolfe at the Dinosaur Discovery
Center in Springerville.
Bobby mentioned that you can buy a permit from the Forest Service
for $10.00 for 2 days to collect up to 2 tons of rock from the
Sitgreaves National Forest.
Trevor, our guest and new member, mentioned that he is
working on turning the old Spur Feed Building in Show Low
into a building for rent for venues such as our show, meetings,
receptions, entertainment, etc. It is a 9,400 sq ft area.
No old business.
New Business: Brooke wants us to volunteer for the highway
cleanup this coming Saturday 9/19 9 AM K-Mart Parking lot.
We will meet and park near Arby's. It only takes a hour or so to
walk the area of the highway that we need to clean. Wear
comfortable walking shoes/boots- long sleeves hat, gloves, and
bug repellant helps.
We took a 15 minute break at 2:45.
The meeting re-aconvened at 3:00pm, and David started the
member’s auction. Many wonderful items were put on the auction
block: a beautiful gem tree, jewelry of various types, lots of stone
specimens etc…
We ended the member’s auction, and Nanz asked everyone to
sign the book for helping in extra areas for the end of year
prizes.
Also, she is asking members to save and donate
12-count egg cartons for the children's area for next year’s
show. She will also be passing around a signup sheet for the
holiday party that we will have for our meeting in December.
Everyone is asked to bring food, and a $10 rock-related gift if you
would like to participate in the gift exchange.
The drawings were made for the 50/50:
$30 won by Jeanie, door prize was won by Jackie, other prizes were
won by Bill T, Mary Ann and Lou Ann. The club silent auction was
to end in 3 minutes after the meeting ends. A motion was made to
close the meeting by Sandra, seconded by Karen, carried by the attending members. The meeting ended at 4:00pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Secretary Charlene Bingell
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Tonie's Last Meeting
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September Coalition Trip - 9/26/2015
HEAT, HEAT, PLEASE GO AWAY ! !
Hopefully, the summer will end quickly and we can all get back to some serious rockhounding
The September Coalition Trip will be on Saturday, September 26th for lizard stone. There were some really
brave souls who ventured out last year despite the rain, and hopefully we will get better weather this year.
The location we will be meeting at is Cholla Canyon Ranch Rd at 9:00 am (east side of Hwy 93). It is just
south of the Big Sandy River bridge, between mile markers 227 and 228 on AZ highway 93 (between
Wickenburg and Wickieup). The material we will be collecting is lizard stone, which appears to be a green
banded rhyolite. It is pretty hard, and takes a great polish. It forms in a seam about 6-8 inches thick in the
location where we will be collecting, and runs for about a quarter of a mile. Passenger cars will be able to
make it to a small parking area above the creek bed, 4WD will be required to get to the site. ( we can shuttle
people down in our F250). Hammers, picks and shovels are suggested, as well as plenty of water. Unless
it is raining the day of the event, we should be good-to-go, however, feel free to contact me if you have any
questions. I will also have my cell phone on the day of the trip, although coverage is spotty. There is also
some dendritic jasper and black agate we have found in the road cuts NE of the wash - these offer other
possibilities for collecting, since it doesn't take long to collect the lizard stone.
Robin, Trip Coordinator
Cell - 602-703-5188

Our Upcoming weekend Socorro New Mexico Trip
For those planning to join our group in Socorro, NM in September the dates planned are Thursday, the 24th thru
Sunday, the 27th.
24th, Thursday: Drive out to Socorro, have dinner at El Sombrero at 7pm (remember you lose an hour
when you cross over into New Mexico.)
25th, Friday: 9am tour of museum at NM School of Mines, lunch at Socorro Springs Brewing Co., collecting at one
or two area sites, dinner/night cap at Capitol Bar.
26th, Saturday: Leave Socorro at 7:30am for drive to Riley area, 1st stop is Yellow Mountain for Aragonite, 2nd
stop at hillside for Selenite, lunch at Magdalena Café, stop at Tony's Rock Shop, collect at Kelly Mine, dinner at M
& M Café, evening collecting of Fluorescents near Kelly Mine.
27th, Sunday: Leave Socorro at 8:30am for drive to Blanchard Rock Shop and collecting in Oscura Mountains
(fee is $20 for 20 lbs), stop at Very Large Array and/or Pie Town on return to Arizona.
Contact Rick Olson for additional info: 928-251-0949 - walkaround@earthlink.net
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Meeting Photos

Photos courtesy of
club members Stan & Jeannie Arneklev
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Touring the Petrified Forest in a Model "T"
So on Fran and Jackie talked me into going along with them in their model "T" for a tour of the Petrified Forest with their Model T club. Seeing
as how I had already seen them broke down on the side of the road once already, I wasn't really sure how this was gonna go down in the
middle of August in the Arizona desert! But, I figured "What the Hey, I'll try anything once", so I decided I would put on my "Big Girl Panties"
and deal with any problems. I came prepared, let me tell you! Any number of cold waters in a cooler with a TON of ice, my medical jump kit,
floppy hat, long-sleeve white shirt, (I was a red head long ago, and burn like a lobster in less than 5 minutes), several "maybe need" tools,
and any number of other tools and devices that I thought we might need. I was stuffed like a sausage in the back seat, with stuff piled
all around my legs, ankles, tail, and anywhere else we could find a spot to stuff something.
We headed out with the "T" on the trailer, them in their camper, and me in my Ranger. Thank God for camper shells! We decided that we
would park in Holbrook, next door to the Wig Wam motel, which is a famous landmark in Arizona. We ate at one of the few restaurants there,
and it was a good dinner. Then we hobnobbed with the other old car owners, and hit the sack when it got dark. Let me tell you, that
was one of the most MISERABLE nights I have spent in quite some time!! I was camped out in my front seat, which usually isn’t too bad.
But, the freight trains came thru all night long, every 10 to 15 mins, and had to blow their horns EVERY SINGLE TIME!! You could feel the
ground starting to shake before they ever showed their noses, and, being originally from California, I thought I was in another earthquake
several times. Then, the mosquitoes found me! I had netting over my open windows, but they still managed to find a way in. I MIGHT
have gotten a couple hours sleep starting about 3am, but when the dawn started breaking, I was NOT a happy camper! Poor old Fran
made the statement that "We could have found a better place to park!"
After about 3 large cups of McD's coffee, I started to feel somewhat human again. We loaded up the T, and hit the trail. It was a VERY
interesting trip! At a maximum speed of approx 35 mph, it took awhile, but we were not in any hurry. Everywhere we went, people stared
and waved like we were the most interesting thing they had ever seen! I have never SEEN so many people wave as did that day! Every time
we stopped in the Park and the Painted Desert, people would SWARM around the vehicles, asking questions, taking pictures, touching the
cars, and wanting their pictures taken sitting in the vehicles. It was REALLY neato that so many people wanted to see and touch these
ancient cars! Even the "cool" teenagers had to come up and sit in the drivers seats, and touch these beautiful relics of the past.
While at the Petrified Forest Visitor's Center, we got to see various dinosaur skeletons that have been found in the general area. I have an
old friend back home in Georgia who's grandson absolutely LOVES Dinos, so of course I had to take pics of them to be included in this newsletter!
After the trip was over, I was feeling VERY unwashed, and so tired, I could have sacked out under the T. I needed to get my tired tail back
home to my Chihuahua and my little apartment, and wash the road dust from my person. Believe me when I say that the smell of leaded
gas stays with you for quite some time. The T had no side windows, and gas fumes rolled in like waves! But, this is one trip that I wouldn't
have missed for the world, and I am glad that I had this "once-in-a-lifetime" opportunity to ride in a vehicle that helped to create this great
nation. These old cars are getting older by the year, and there aren't that many of them left. The owners received numerous compliments
and comments about how it was such a great thing that they were preserving such a unique piece of history.
If you have a chance to go to Fran and Jackie's house in Snowflake before they move to Prescott, you should stop by just to see this old car.
It is really unique, and Fran LOVES to talk about it! He has MANY fascinating stories about the car, and about his and Jackie's lives as
long-haul truckers. Y'all take the opportunity if it presents itself to go hear his stories. I am SO glad that I got to know them through the Rock Club!
Karen Stokes, Editor.
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Show Dates
Oct 2 - 4, Albuquerque, NM
Annual show
Jay Penn, Expo, 300 San Pedro NE, 87108
Fri. 9:00 am-5:00 pm, Sat. 9:00 am-5:00 pm, Sun. 9:00 am-5:00 pm
Admission is Free!; Gem & Mineral show in the Creative Arts Bldg. @
NM State Fairground (Expo NM)
Enter Gate 3 @ San Pedro & Copper (west side of the fairgrounds).
FREE ADMISSION.
contact Jay Penn, 2324 Alvarado NE, Albuquerque, NM 87110
(505) 883-4195; e-mail: jaypenn246@gmail.com
Web site: abqfallshow.wix.com/abq-fall-show
Oct 2 - 4, Clarkdale, AZ
Annual show; Mingus Gem & Mineral Club, Elks Club Lodge
Clarkdale, Arizona; 100 S. Broadway
Fri. 9:00 am-5:00 pm, Sat. 9:00 am-5:00 pm, Sun. 10:00 am-4:00 pm;
Adults $2, Children are Free with Adult
contact Amy Joe, (505) 204-6881;
Web site: www.mingusclub.org

Larry, and Ruth present a check for $500
to Concho Elementary School
for Science Programs.

Oct 9 - 11, Buckeye, AZ
Annual show; West Valley Rock & Mineral Club
Helzarockin’ Gem & Mineral Annual Outdoor Show
Helzarockin' Rodeo Arena; 802 North 1st Street, Miller Road
Fri. 9:00 am-4:00 pm, Sat. 9:00 am-4:00 pm, Sun. 9:00 am-4:00 pm
Admission is $3.00, Children under 12 are Free
Contact Lara Serbin, 423 Monroe Ave, Buckeye Arizona 85326, cell 602405-2926, email: lara@serbinstudio.com
Website: http://www.westvalleyrockandmineralclub.com.
Web site: www.mingusclub.org
Oct 10 - 11, Sierra Vista, AZ
41st Annual show; Huachuca Mineral and Gem Club
Cochise College; 901 N. Colombo Ave
Sat. 9 am-5 am; Admission is Free
contact Maudie Bailey, 5036 S. San Carlos Avenue, Sierra Vista, AZ
85650
(520) 378-6291/(520) 249-1541; e-mail: gmbailey@msn.com
Web site: huachucamineralandgemclub.info
Oct 17 - 18, Sedona, AZ
Sedona Gem and Mineral Club, Sedona Red Rock High School
995 Upper Red Rock Loop Rd
Sat. 10:00 am-5:00 pm, Sun. 10:00 am-4:00 pm
Adults $3, Children under 12 free
contact Bill Schwartz, 75 Sheath Dr, Sedona, AZ 86336
(928) 821-3900; e-mail: bschwar13@msn.com
Web site: www.sedonagemandmineral.org
Oct 30- Nov 1, Black Canyon City, AZ
39th Annual Show; High Desert Helpers, Inc.
High Desert Park; 19001 E. Jacie Lane
Daily 9:00am - 4:00 pm., Free Admission
contact Susan Marley, PO Box 212, Black Canyon City, AZ 85324-0212,
623-295-1970; e-mail: riverdiva@gmail.com
Web site: hgihdeserthelpers.org

Rick Olson, John Bustraan, and Clete Hinton
made a donation of a check and a Periodic Table poster
to the Mogollon High School Science teachers
in recognition of a Geology-related project submitted by
student Cameron Krug at this year's Regional STEM Fair

Rick with Paleontologist Doug Wolfe
as the club presented the
Dinosaur Museum in Springerville
with a donation to promote
activities at the museum.
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Proposed change to By-Laws
The Board met on Sunday 9/20 at 2:00pm to propose
adding a second Vice President role to the Bylaws - the
current Vice President role will stay the same but be
notated as the 1st Vice President (Educator and share
the presidents responsibility in the presidents absence).
2nd Vice President, (Community Relations Coordinator),
will coordinate community relations, and share
the
President's responsibilities as necessary. In order to
maintain an odd number for voting purposes on the Board,
another Member-at-Large will be added, bringing the
total to 4 .
These changes to the bylaws will be voted on at the October
meeting before the candidate slate is prepared.
Respectfully submitted, Charlene Bingell, Secretary.

Planned Club Field Trips for 2015
September - Magdalena & Socorro
October - Back side of St. Johns Landfill
November - Woodruff-Hay Hollow Road area
December - Club Christmas Party

Photo Contest
Oct. 4th Club meeting
Bring your three favorite photos, and we
will assign them a number on the table.
The person presenting the pictures will get
the same numbers for each picture.
The judges will be everyone at the
meeting, so each person will get a ballet,
review the pictures, and then vote on their
favorite ones. Then the ballots will be
returned, and counted.

A Collector’s Guide to Herkimer Diamonds by Michael R. Walter
This is a 8 ½ X 11 book that is Vol. 18 of the Schiffer Earth
Science Monographs, and is currently in our own WMG&M
library. Thank you, Jackie, for this beautiful and informative
text.
Herkimer Diamonds is the tag given to the high-quality quartz
crystals named after the largest find area of Herkimer County,
New York. This same quality quartz may be found elsewhere
but are more often still called Herkimer diamonds, even when
they come from Arizona.
Most crystals are the classic 18 sided, doubly terminated,
hexagonal form ranging in size from a grain of sand to the
equivalent of a football. Sometimes the crystals will have very
light striations or parallel grooves on their surfaces. The
quartz colors vary widely from the most notable being
transparent and colorless, to a light smoky then grading
all the way to black.
This book will go into a lot more detail about this gem, and
the information is easily read by the layman. The pictures,
over 210 of them, are exceptional, and I especially like the
ones showing the pockets of gems in matrix and the digs.
Speaking of digs, there is a section on tools and processes,
then it goes on to cleaning and trimming, etc. GOOD STUFF!
This text is well worth checking out. Nanz Marshal

The picture receiving the most votes will
receive a 1st Place ribbon, 2nd most votes
gets a 2nd Place ribbon, and 3rd most
votes gets a 3rd Place ribbon.
Make sure and come to the next meeting
so your vote will be counted!!

September Highway Cleanup Crew

White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club
P.O. Box 3504
Show Low, Arizona 85902-3504

