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President’s Message
Oh boy, we will visit the Claims this month. For the newer members a brief history:
the Club received a donation of 7 mineral claims located in the Apache-Sitgreaves
National Forest up on Escudilla Mountain (bordering New Mexico) several years ago.
We have recreated there each year since, and always have a great time. The couple
who donated the claims to us collected and sold beautiful clear quartz crystal
and amethyst crystal clusters for years, and decided to retire to Utah. The Club
visits the claims each year, and performs maintenance on the grounds in the form
of picking up trash left by others who visit the area, clear downed branches from
the trails, refresh our claim markers, and fill in holes so range animals won't be
injured by falling in the holes. The maintenance is in lieu of the annual assessment,
(taxes), on the claims. Be sure to sign in so we can count your time spent at the
claims toward the work assessment. If you have visited the claims at other times
of the year, please let me (Tonie) know for record keeping purposes.
When visiting the claims, we find (drum roll) beautiful mineral specimens of
carnelian and amethyst. Last year was a big one for the amethyst, and
found very near where we all were parked. A couple of years ago, I cracked
rock, and in the middle of the crystal cluster out popped a chunk of yellow
You never know what treasures you will find.

quartz,
it was
open a
calcite.

See you there, Tonie

For All Rockhounds in the area!
Rock Talk is published monthly
by the White Mountain Gem &
Mineral Club, Inc. Any info/
comments that members wish
to have included in the monthly
newsletter must be turned in to
the editor at the general
membership meeting or call the
editor prior to the following
weekend after the meeting.

Membership Dues: $15 for a
single membership, and $20
for a couple/family. Dues are
due the 1st of January of every
calendar year along with a
completed application. If you
join in November of previous
year, your dues will be good
for all of the following year.

Meetings: 1st Sunday of the
month, (unless it falls on a
holiday), at the VFW Post
9907, 381 N. Central Ave,
Show Low, AZ. Turn north off
of the Deuce of Clubs at the
Burger King. Social half-hour
@ 1:00pm, meeting starts @
1:30pm. Bring snacks.
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Elected Officers
and Volunteers

Volunteer Positions

President
Tonie MonDragon
(859) 338-2296

Show Chairman
Rick Olson
(928) 251-0949
walkaround@earthlink.net

Vice President
David Bingell
(928) 205-5197

Advertise & Public
Relations
Blue Thompson

Secretary
Charlene Bingell
(928 242-7870

Librarian & Libraries
Jackie Pfeifer

Treasurer
Larry Legge
(928) 537-2524
Editor
Karen Stokes
(928) 229-0273
crystal_lover59@hotmail.com
Field Trip Chairman
Rick Olson
(928) 251-0949
walkaround@earthlink.net
Board Members at Large
Sandra Angelo
(928) 537-3726
Rose Fowers
(928) 537-2195
John Mierzwik
(928) 245-9720.

Education, Schools
Bill Stalder
(928) 368-4496
Greeter, Door Prizes,
50/50 Raffle
Linda Stalder
(928) 368-4496
Auctioneer
Bill Stalder
(928) 368-4496
Highway Clean-up
Brookie Embry
(928) 537-0760
Ruth King
(928) 337-2212
Claim Filing
Tonie MonDragon
(859) 338-2296
Bonus Prizes
Nanz Marshal
(928) 537-2524
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Birthdays

July
3 - Tonie MonDragon
9 - Susan Haman
10 - Nanz Marshal
12 - Steve Miller
15 - MaryAnn Moseley
15 - Tony Poiriez
21 - Larry Legge
22 - Steve Fowers
25 - Charlene Bingell
27 - Blue Thompson
31 - Peggy Lancaster

August
14 - Rick Olson
15 - Jackie Pfeifer
21 - Thelma Gray

Happy Birthday, Y'all ! !
May You have Many More ! !
July Days of Interest
1 - Canada Day
3 - St. Thomas Day
4 - Independence Day
16 - Ramadan ends
24 - St. James the Greater Day
26 - Tisha B'Av

Historian
Jeannie Arneklev
(480) 213-4187
Coalition Contact
Ron Ginn
(480) 294-0731

Remember
Our Fallen.
Veterans Do.

Sunshine
Nanz Marshall
(928) 537-2524
Web Master and
Membership Chair
Ron Ginn
(480) 294-0731
wginn3@gmail.com

Our next meeting is
Sunday, August 2nd.
Members whose
last name begins A - H,
please bring snacks.
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General Membership Meeting
July 5, 2015
The meeting was called to order at 1:20pm by President Tonie
Mondragon. She asked for a motion to approve the minutes. A motion
was made by Nanz and seconded by Stan. No guests were in
attendance.
On June 20th, there was a board meeting to discuss the following
contributions:
1. $100 not used by the NE AZ Science Fair to be transferred to the
New Mexico Museum.
2. $500 to Concho Elementary School Science Dept.
3. NPC Science Dept. contribution (to be determined, as Rick will
talk to Randy Porch).
4. Rock and Gem Magazine Subscriptions to Concho, St. Johns,
and Vernon Libraries.
5. Additional $1000 to Doug Wolfe Dinosaur Exploration Museum.
6. Collecting Arizona by Tony Potucek to Show Low Library and 2
other libraries.
2016 Budget for 10 additional tables. Tonie said we will discuss this
more in New Business.
Upcoming shows in the area:
July 31, August 1 & 2 Prescott Gem and Mineral show, October
2 thru the 4th Albuquerque Show and Nov 14 thru the 15, New
Mexico Mineral Symposium, Socorro. Also, Alpine is going to
have a Gem Show on August 22nd and 23rd, and if you would
like to participate, contact VP David, as he has applications and
the contact information.
VP David told us that today’s education would be watching the
rest of the Video on Pearls from last month. He brought some
other samples of pearls, and Jackie brought her collection of
pearls. Also, he mentioned that next month he will be talking about
quartz crystals. September will be for the members to bring 3
items that they can put up for silent auction. October will be our
photo contest, where you can enter 3 photos of your rock
hounding adventures this summer.
November’s education was
up for discussion, and it was suggested that Fordite/zincite/
rainbow casilica be discussed.
Larry, Treasurer gave us his report:
Expenses $717.38, and income $484.25 for the month of June.
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Rick gave gifts to the members that went above and beyond
helping at the show: Karen for the banners and name tags and
all the volunteering hours that she did at the show, Ron
for doing the back ground work on the website and his help
with the show, to Rose and Blue for gathering all the items
for the raffle, For the Road crew who put up the signs Thursday
night and took them down on Sunday – Larry – Stan and Bill
(Bill is on vacation, he will catch him when he gets back),
and then for Larry and Nanz for being such an excellent team.
At this point Nanz asked that we start collecting egg cartons,
(12 count only), and those who will be donating rocks for the
egg cartons to let her know what you will be donating.
Rick continued talking about last month’s field trip, as it was
a success to New Mexico on the continental divide to find
fluorite. 12 people were in attendance. He also mentioned if
you haven’t been to this area of New Mexico, it is scenic, and
has lots to offer.
Next months field trip will be to the claims, and it is a
coalition trip.
July 25th, meet at the Safire Restaurant in
Springerville at 8:30am. It is an hour drive from there to the
claims. A reminder to pick up trash while there, fill in any
holes that you create in digging up specimens. September’s
field trip is to Magdalena, New Mexico. We will go to the
museum in Socorro, Riley Ghost town, Kelly Mine, Bingham
Mine, where you can take out 29 lbs. of rock for $20, and much more.
Stan thanked Rick for the Club Show, and how successful it was.
Tonie asked if there was any old business. So she mentioned
that after the board meeting, she had a 31 Bags party, and
the proceeds bought 4 thermal bags that she is donating to the
End of Year prizes.
New Business: there was a brief discussion on the board’s
recommendation for new donations. Stan made a motion to pass
the new donations, and Suzanne seconded the motion. It was
carried by the members.
The prizes for the drawing were explained. It was mentioned to
buy 50/50 tickets at the break. We took a 15 minute break at 2:50pm.
We started back up at 3:05pm, and watched the second half of the
Pearl video. After the video, David had a quiz about pearls, with
prizes of pearls. The video was donated to our library.

Editor Karen, as usual, is requesting articles, pictures, anything for
submissions for the newsletter.

Drawing were as follows: Door prize was won by Larry, 50/50
was won by Mary Ann, various other red ticket prizes were
won by Larry, Nanz and Sue. The Auction was to close in 3 minutes.

Rose, Board Member reminded us that we still have periodic table
posters for sale $16.00.

A motion was made by David to adjourn the meeting, and it
was seconded by Sandra. The meeting came to a close at 3:40pm.

Show Chairman Rick said he did a comparison of this year’s
show to last year’s show and we made more money this year
than last year but the numbers in attendance were much the
same. We had a short discussion on the place to have the show
and the date to have the show. We discussed having the show that
weekend before the holiday again as the vendors can attend
that weekend and also to try for HonDah again, as it easier
than Lakeside with the ordinances and licenses required by the city.

Respectfully submitted, Charlene Bingell Secretary
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Volunteers are the life blood of our Club!
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June field trip follow-up
Though we had a bit of a scare as clouds began to darken and rumbling could be heard, our June 27th field trip
to the San Rafael Fluorite mine in New Mexico was very productive. It made for a fun day for the 12 members of
our club that were able to make the 3-hour trip. Traveling on Route 53 into New Mexico is a very scenic ride, as you
come into sight of the mesas with their brightly-colored walls of sandstone. As we got closer to Ramah, a number of
beautiful carved formations could be seen along the route. And just minutes from the collecting site is the
El Morro National Monument, Bandera Volcano and Ice Cave.
Our destination, which was near the Continental Divide, provided some excellent scenery as we searched the
hillside and tailings for purple, green and yellow fluorite. Jeanne was the first to spot a multi-colored specimen as
soon as she stepped out of their jeep. After that it was a frenzy to see who would find the next nice specimen.
Ginger and John arrived early, and they went directly to where main diggings were. Bob and Suzanne arrived
just before the rest of us, as they spent the night in Grants, and were able to take in the mining museum in
Grants before joining us at the mine. The road was steep and rugged at first, but all made it up the hill with no problems.
Once the clouds started to make noise, we all left the mountainside and headed for various directions for
the trek home. That is except Ginger, John and myself, who ventured towards some other prospects only a "few"
miles away. Fortunately, our third site proved to have very large and beautiful green and purple fluorite.
Needless to say, we suffered only slightly as we carried these specimens back to the vehicles.
The following week, I joined Rose and Steve to the locations again, since they were unable to join the main group
the week before.
Even without collecting this is a great vacation spot. But of course, how could a rockhound not take advantage
of an opportunity with such easy pickings.
Yours, Rick Olson
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Club Trip to New Mexico Ice Cave and Fluorite Hunting

My husband, Bob and I spent a night in Grants, NM before meeting up with other
Club members to hunt for Fluorite and visit the Ice Cave the next day. While we were
in Grants, we visited the New Mexico Mining Museum and had an interesting and entertaining
time going through the mine and looking at the gorgeous mineral exhibit, as well as
the fake (thank goodness!) yellow cake. The front desk lady was a wealth of information
and super friendly. She talked to us about the local history and the controversies
surrounding uranium mining in Grants.
There is a 2 part program called "Twisting the Dragon's Tail" airing on
8 for most) on July 28 and 29, at 9pm. They dubbed uranium "the
wondrous and terrifying rock on Earth". The segments will cover
cultural and natural history of "an element that has revolutionized society,
to warfare".

PBS (Channel
world's most
the scientific,
from medicine

For those of you who DVR, this program repeats on Friday, the 31st at 3 am and 4am

Photos
courtesy of
club member
Suzanne Fern
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New Mexico Scenery

Photos courtesy of
club members Stan and Jeannie Arneklev
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Show Dates
June/July/August 2015
July 11-12—Flagstaff, Arizona
Flagstaff Mineral and Jewelry Expo and Sale
CKM Productions, LLC, Flagstaff High School
400 West Elm Avenue, Flagstaff, AZ.
Sat. 10:00 am-5:00 pm, Sun. 10:00 am-4:00 pm; Admission is $3.00,
Children under 12 free;
contact Greg Capatch of CKM Productions, LLC, at (928) 554-4615
Web site: https://www.facebook.com/CKMProductionsLLC
July 31-Aug 2—Prescott Valley, Arizona
Prescott Gem & Mineral Club
Prescott Valley Event Center; 3201 North Main St., Prescott, AZ
Fri. 9:00 am-5:00 pm, Sat. 9:00 am-5:00 pm, Sun. 9:00 am-4:00 pm;
Adults $5.00, Seniors $4.00, Students $4.00, Children under 12 yrs free
contact Prescott Gem & Mineral Club
Attn: Melanie, P.O. Box 3923, Chino Valley, AZ 86323
Web site: www.prescottgemmineral.org
August 22 & 23 - Alpine, Arizona
"Have Gems Will Travel"
1st Annual Gem, Mineral, & Fossil Show
Alpine Community Center, Co Rd 2037, Alpine, AZ 85920
Sat 9am to 4pm, Sun. 9am to 3pm
Vendors, Live Music, Door Prizes
contact: Vera Cassel, (928) 339-1999
Vendors needed
For more info, go to: http://www.rockngem.com

Planned Club Field Trips for 2015
July - Crystal Claims
August - Chocolate Falls or Parks, AZ
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White Mountain Gem and Mineral Club
Board Meeting Minutes
June 20, 2015

After determining a Quorum was present, President Tonie
Mondragon called the meeting to order. The primary purpose
of the meeting was to discuss the status of the Y2015
Budget, and where we stand on distribution of budgeted funds.
To date, the club has disbursed $900 of the budgeted Scholarship
amount of $1000 to the STEM (Science) Fair.
Discussion: What to do with the budgeted amount of Juniors
Education funds ($600) that were earmarked for the Earth Science
Museum efforts in Phoenix. The Board recommended releasing
the funds to Marti Zimmerman, their representative. The Board
will also consider the possibility of making a donation to
the Science Department of NPC in Show Low. Rick Olson will
speak to someone in the Department to determine if they can
accept a donation and how any donation would be used.
Open discussions were held about the possibility of making
a donation to the Science departments of the Concho School.
Also discussed was the possibility of donations to libraries
in the surrounding communities.
The recommendation of the Board was to donate 2 year
subscriptions of Rock and Gem Magazine to the Concho,
St. Johns and Vernon libraries. In addition, the Board
suggested a copy of Tony Potucek's book be purchased and
donated to the Show Low, Lakeside and Snowflake libraries.
It was also proposed that the remaining $100 (from the
Scholarship budget) be donated to the New Mexico Science
Museum in Socorro. It was also proposed that an additional
$1000 be donated to the White Mountain Dinosaur Museum in
Springerville, since they are now open.
Rick is to call the town of Holbrook to find out the status of the Hidden
Cove Petroglyph Park project.

October - Swap meet with other clubs

Discussion was held regarding the possible refund of monies
to the two dealers (for the show in May) that had to cancel.
Because we were able to fill the vacancies, it was agreed
that the dealers would get a refund of their deposit less 10%.

November - Back side of St. Johns Landfill

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

September - Magdalena & Socorro

Rose Fowers
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July 25th Coalition Trip
The field trip that is sponsored by the White Mountain Gem
& Mineral Club for July is our club's contribution to state-wide
clubs in selecting a location that can be shared by all clubs
in Arizona. This field trip will be the claims on the east side
of Escudilla Mountain that lies along the New Mexico-Arizona
border. Covering 140 acres, all those attending should be
able to locate some of the Luna Agate and Quartz crystal
clusters that are commonly found in this area.
We will try to flag some of the remote areas so that you do
not wander too far from the base. It is suggested that you
carry a whistle with you if you get separated from the group.
We will be meeting in the parking lot of the Safire restaurant
in Springerville, AZ at 8:15am to sign waiver forms, and hope
to depart at 8:30am. As this location is at about 9000' elevation
please dress for high altitude, and use sunscreen protection.
Having a hat, snacks and plenty of water is also recommended.
With this being the monsoon season, storms can develop in
the mountains anytime in late morning or early afternoon, so carry
rain gear for your protection.
If you plan to do any digging for specimens, please fill in
the holes before you leave. If you have any other questions,
or would like to sign-up, contact Rick Olson at 928-251-0949.

Alpine, Arizona
1st Annual
Gem, Mineral, & Fossil Show

"Have Gems Will Travel"

August 22nd & 23rd
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Brad's Bench Tips for July
SOLDERING PRONGS
I often use prongs to hold an irregular cab or other object
on rings and pendants. But prongs can be a little tricky to
solder. You have to find some way to hold them all upright while soldering, and the simple butt joint that looks
strong sometimes breaks when you start to bend the
prong over the stone. There's nothing worse than having
a prong break off when you're setting the stone! *#~*!
I solved both problems with one little trick. It holds the
prongs in position while soldering and it gives you a
stronger joint at the same time.
Locate and center punch the position for each prong.
Then drill holes a little smaller than your prong wire.
Sand a small taper on the ends of your prong wires and
stand them up in the holes. The wires support themselves, soldering is easy, and the joint is stronger because of the increased soldering area.
_______________________________________________
TWISTING WIRE
Twisting wire can be done with an old hand drill but goes
much faster with a power tool. My preference is to use a
screw gun, although a Foredom should do well.
Just make a little hook out of coat hanger wire (or use a
screw-in cup hook) and chuck it up in your screw gun.
Grip the free ends of the wire in a vice and slip the looped
end onto your hook. Keep a little tension on the wires as
you twist. Note that a power drill is too fast a tool for this
unless you have one with variable speed.

Sat, 9am-4pm, Sun 9am-3pm
Alpine Community Center
Co Rd 2037, Alpine, AZ 85920
Vendors + Live Music + Door Prizes

Get all 101 of Brad's tips in "Bench Tips for Jewelry Making" on Amazon.

contact: Vera Cassel, (928) 339-1999

Many thanks, Brad

"Vendors needed"

www.BradSmithJewelry.com

White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club
P.O. Box 3504
Show Low, Arizona 85902-3504
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