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President’s Message
Oh boy, now that the days are so much longer, I all of a sudden have more energy! I must
be solar powered! I attended the GPAA (Gold Prospectors' Association of America)
monthly meeting, and that is a large and congenial group, much like our Club. It was fun,
and I learned quite a bit. If you have any interest in prospecting and metal detecting,
give them a visit on the first Thursday of the month at the Show Low Cafe. The
meeting starts at 6:30, but arrive early for dinner. Also, I attended the Coconino Rockhound
3rd Annual Show in Flagstaff. There is still the old club, but I don't know if they are
continuing to have a show. This was an outdoor show with at least 30 dealers. The
weather was very nice, and I saw some things I had never seen before. I bought a pen
holder for my desk that is about 2"x 3" x 3" polished rock with a hole drilled in the top,
1/2" diameter, 1 " deep. Works real well. The rock is moss agate. Just curious how
a rock that large was polished. It is heavy enough to send a tumbler into orbit. Maybe
because it was an outdoor show, there was lots and lots of rough stone available:
slabs, chunks, cabochons. They are always better viewed in natural light.
I am anxious to go on the Grants trip and see the Ice Cave. It is a place I have never
been in all my years of rockhounding in the area. Also, the August trip will be my
first viewing of Chocolate Falls. I'm looking forward to seeing new places.
The weather is beautiful and it just makes you want to get out and do stuff - so let's
do stuff together, and go on the fieldtrips!
Live life with a spring in your step!

Tonie

For All Rockhounds in the area!
Rock Talk is published monthly
by the White Mountain Gem &
Mineral Club, Inc. Any info/
comments that members wish
to have included in the monthly
newsletter must be turned in to
the editor at the general
membership meeting or call the
editor prior to the following
weekend after the meeting.

Membership Dues: $15 for a
single membership, and $20
for a couple/family. Dues are
due the 1st of January of every
calendar year along with a
completed application. If you
join in November of previous
year, your dues will be good
for all of the following year.

Meetings: 1st Sunday of the
month, (unless it falls on a
holiday), at the VFW Post
9907, 381 N. Central Ave,
Show Low, AZ. Turn north off
of the Deuce of Clubs at the
Burger King. Social half-hour
@ 1:00pm, meeting starts @
1:30pm. Bring snacks.

Rock Talk

June 2015

Elected Officers
and Volunteers

Volunteer Positions

President
Tonie MonDragon
(859) 338-2296

Show Chairman
Rick Olson
(928) 251-0949
walkaround@earthlink.net

Vice President
David Bingell
(928) 205-5197

Advertise & Public
Relations
Blue Thompson

Secretary
Charlene Bingell
(928 242-7870

Librarian & Libraries
Jackie Pfeifer

Treasurer
Larry Legge
(928) 537-2524
Editor
Karen Stokes
(928) 229-0273
crystal_lover59@hotmail.com
Field Trip Chairman
Rick Olson
(928) 251-0949
walkaround@earthlink.net
Board Members at Large
Sandra Angelo
(928) 537-3726
Rose Fowers
(928) 537-2195
John Mierzwik
(928) 245-9720.

Education, Schools
Bill Stalder
(928) 368-4496
Greeter, Door Prizes,
50/50 Raffle
Linda Stalder
(928) 368-4496
Auctioneer
Bill Stalder
(928) 368-4496
Highway Clean-up
Brookie Embry
(928) 537-0760
Ruth King
(928) 337-2212
Claim Filing
Tonie MonDragon
(859) 338-2296
Bonus Prizes
Nanz Marshal
(928) 537-2524
Historian
Jeannie Arneklev
(480) 213-4187
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Birthdays

June
14 - Yvonne Garrett
19 - Sandra Angelo
22 - Karinita Hansen
24 - Pat Wright
25 - John Davis
27 - Harvey Arnold
27 - Larry Embry
29 - Kathleen Amator
30 - Stan Arneklev

July
3 - Tonie MonDragon
9 - Susan Haman
10 - Nanz Marshal
12 - Steve Miller
15 - MaryAnn Moseley
15 - Tony Poiriez
21 - Larry Legge
22 - Steve Fowers
25 - Charlene Bingell
27 - Blue Thompson
31 - Peggy Lancaster

Happy Birthday, Y'all ! !
May You have Many More ! !
June Days of Interest
4 - Feast of Corpus Christi
14 - Flag Day
18 - International Picnic Day
18 - Ramadan starts
21 - Father's Day
21 - Summer Solstice
24 - St. John the Baptist Day
29 - St. Peter's Day

Coalition Contact
Ron Ginn
(480) 294-0731

Remember
Our Fallen.
Veterans Do.

Sunshine
Nanz Marshall
(928) 537-2524
Web Master and
Membership Chair
Ron Ginn
(480) 294-0731
wginn3@gmail.com

Our next meeting is
Sunday, July 5.
Members whose
last name begins I - Z,
please bring snacks.
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General Membership Meeting
June 7, 2015
Pres. Tonie opened the meeting at 1:20pm, and welcomed the 8 visitors
who attended the meeting today. Tonie requested an approval of the
minutes for the May Rock Talk. They were motioned by Loren W. and
2nd by Peggy.
Tonie had attended the GPAA meeting, and
encouraged our members to attend if they were interested in panning
for Gold. Their meeting is on the 1st Thursday of the month at
6:30pm at the Show Low Café. Tonie and Karen attended the Flagstaff
Gem & Mineral show, and it was quite nice, with 30 vendors in
attendance. It was outside and there was a lot of rough stone.
The Stalder’s are going on a trip in July, so Tonie requested
volunteers to cover Linda as the Greeter and Bill as the Silent
Auction coordinator. Nanz agreed to be the Greeter, and Rick agreed to
run the Silent Auction. We had a brief discussion on whether to
hold next month’s meeting on the 5th or the 12th due to the 4th of July
weekend. We as a club decided to hold it on the 5th. Tonie mentioned
she had information on upcoming shows, and to come take some
of the informational flyers if you are interested.
Vice Pres. David B. explained that the education today would be on
Pearls, and we would be watching a video regarding them. We
will watch ½ of the video today, and the other half in July. He
also asked the club, (if he is elected into the educator position
next year), if it is all right to go back to teaching the basics
of geology - the difference between a rock and minerals, etc…
The club said that would be fine.
Treasurer Larry L. gave the treasurers report, and our expenses were
$1300.24 and our income was $3559.09. The casino bill for the show
is still outstanding.
Editor, Karen S. would appreciate any pictures or articles that anyone
would like to give her for the newsletter.
Field Trip/Show Chair Rick O. asked everyone that helped out at the
show to stand, and he thanked and recognized everyone for their
hard work and participation. The show had a great turn out, and the
Kid’s Area ran out of the 200 egg cartons on Sunday. From
the surveys, we learned that a majority of our guests were from Apache
and Navajo counties, and they heard about the show through
the road signs, from friends, flyers and posters, and radio
advertising, newspaper and TV. Their favorite part of the show
was the variety of vendors, activities and the dinosaur exhibit.
So hats off to everyone who helped out. We are looking at having
the show on Memorial Day weekend again, but at the Nature Center in
Lakeside, details to be worked out. It is a smaller space inside,
but there is lots of room outside, so some vendors could set-up
outside, and we could have our pot luck on Friday after set up. Also,
we could make inquiries as to whether another organization would
like to provide food and drinks for sale.
There was no Field Trip this month due to the show. This month, on
June 27, we will be going 20 to 25 miles south of Grants, NM
for Fluorite. There are a few rugged rocky spots at the beginning,
then the road is pretty smooth after that. We will meet at Basha's in
Taylor at 7:30am, as it is a 3.5 to 4 hour drive to the site.
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July 25th, we will be going to the claims, and this will be our
Coalition trip. In August, we will be going to Chocolate Falls,
which is higher than Niagara Falls, is part of the Little Colorado River,
and is on the reservation. September 24 – 27th will be our trip to
Magdalena, NM. Trip Coordinator Rick is working on seeing if he can
put together a real swap meet at the October meeting with some other
Rock Clubs. He also mentioned that he brought some Club
promotional items, if anyone is interested in buying a Club hat, shirt,
or decal..
No old Business
New Business: Nanz reminded members to write their name in the
book for year-end prizes. You qualify if you have volunteered
or participated in an event, submitted an article to the newsletter,
attended a field trip, volunteering at the show, etc.
We took a break at 2:35pm
We reconvened at 3:05pm for the educational portion, and watched
25 minutes of the video; Gemstone Adventure Series, Pearl Story
by Jewelry Television. This video is a fascinating look at the
history of pearls, and the business of how to culture a pearl.
Toni mentioned that if you would like a club name badge, they are
$5.00 each, and to see her after the meeting if you would like to have
one made. Also she verified that the Mineral/Periodic table posters
are $16 for members, and $20.00 to non-members.
The raffle winners were: Linda S. – a meteorite, 50/50 cash $26.50
went to Mary Ann M, Quartz Crystal John D, and the pearls went to
Susan H.
The meeting was adjourned at 3:50pm, motioned by Sandra A. and
2nd by Karen S. The auction closed 3 minutes later.
Respectfully submitted, Charlene Bingell, Secretary
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Show Shots

Plenty of help, and
getting' 'er done!

Club members have
LOTS of trucks!
Our esteemed Emcee,
and Show Chairman, Rick!

Having fun, and smiling faces!

Sell them Shirts, Webmaster!
Checking out the goodies
at the Silent Auction!

Nanz and her Dino Hat!
(The kids LOVE it!)
Member's rock donations
for the Kid's Activities
Tables! FUN TIMES!!

Hey, Pop! Lookit' this one!
Can I have this one?
Huh? Huh?

Diggin' for Dinosaurs
in my Little Red wagon!

This is what it's ALL ABOUT, folks!
Getting the kids interested in
our hobby!

LOOKIT!!
Dino Posters!
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Zuni Basin
Dinosaur Digs
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Life Size Dino model
(the kids LOVED this one!
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Backside of Dino model

More Dinosaur Digs
information and examples
'Nuff Said!
More Dino Posters

Even our Club President
is into Beads!

Bead Heaven!!
Findings Heaven!!

Vendor Display

Vendor Display

Vendor Display
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Member Display Cases

Eunice McQuiston's
Rock Food Meal

Stan & Jeannie's Gem Trees
and cabochons

Tonie's nifty case

Another Vendor's Tables
Lot of pretties here!

GPAA Show Low
Gold Panners Club booth
Lots of sparkly thingies!

Some of Tonie's past work

Our friend, Steve Joey,
San Carlos Apache Reservation
Peridot Mine Owner
Lots of pretty green Peridot here!

The Gold Panners Club Display.
Many complementary comments were
heard by the Editor, who was stashed in
her little corner behind her computer!

Agates, Geodes, and Crystals
Display Case

HOT DIGGITY DOGS!!
Slaughter Mountain Fire Agate!!
How much money do I have left?
Decisions, Decisions!!
(Editor went CRAZY here!)

Fossils Display Case
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Show Dates
June/July/August 2015
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Planned Club Field Trips for 2015
June - Bandelero Ice Caves, NM

June 5-7—Flagstaff, AZ
Coconino Lapidary Club, Outdoor Market At Silver Saddle;
9001 N Hwy 89;, Flagstaff, Arizona
Fri. 9 am-4 pm, Sat. 9 am-4 pm, Sun. 9 am-4 pm, FREE Admission.
contact Wayne Scott, (928) 607-3185
e-mail: 4nsgsrocks@gmail.com
Web site: https://www.facebook.com/groups/122043251214208/

July - Crystal Claims

July 11-12—Flagstaff, Arizona
Flagstaff Mineral and Jewelry Expo and Sale
CKM Productions, LLC, Flagstaff High School
400 West Elm Avenue, Flagstaff, AZ.
Sat. 10:00 am-5:00 pm, Sun. 10:00 am-4:00 pm; Admission is $3.00,
Children under 12 free;
contact Greg Capatch of CKM Productions, LLC, at (928) 554-4615
Web site: https://www.facebook.com/CKMProductionsLLC

November - Back side of St. Johns Landfill

July 31-Aug 2—Prescott Valley, Arizona
Prescott Gem & Mineral Club
Prescott Valley Event Center; 3201 North Main St., Prescott, AZ
Fri. 9:00 am-5:00 pm, Sat. 9:00 am-5:00 pm, Sun. 9:00 am-4:00 pm;
Adults $5.00, Seniors $4.00, Students $4.00, Children under 12 yrs free
contact Prescott Gem & Mineral Club
Attn: Melanie, P.O. Box 3923, Chino Valley, AZ 86323
Web site: www.prescottgemmineral.org
August 22 & 23 - Alpine, Arizona
"Have Gems Will Travel"
1st Annual Gem, Mineral, & Fossil Show
Alpine Community Center, Co Rd 2037, Alpine, AZ 85920
Sat 9am to 4pm, Sun. 9am to 3pm
Vendors, Live Music, Door Prizes
contact: Vera Cassel, (928) 339-1999
Vendors needed
For more info, go to: http://www.rockngem.com

A Heartfelt "THANK YOU"!
This year was (I think), a record-breaker for donations for our Show
raffles. I am writing to express my heart-felt thanks to all club
members that provided me with items for the raffles. The donations
we received from businesses were unbelievable! Those items, combined
with the club member donations totaled over 100! We had such a
great variety of quality items, as well as many gift certificates.
We had donations from Show Low, Linden, Pinetop/Lakeside,
St. Johns, Springerville, Snowflake, Holbrook, Alpine, Superior, and
Phoenix. I could not have done it alone. So thanks to you all for
donating and/or for the countless miles you put on your cars, for
dealing with rejection, and especially for making my job so much
easier. It was a “team effort” and I am very appreciative.
Rose Fowers

August - Chocolate Falls or Parks, AZ
September - Magdalena & Socorro
October - Swap meet with other clubs

SAVE THE DATE!
Don't forget, there is a Board Meeting scheduled on June
20th at 10 am, refreshments served. We will discuss our financial
standing mid-year, and see what we want to do the rest of the year.
All are welcome.
The Board meeting will be followed by lunch, and a 31 Bags
Party . We did this last year, and it worked well. The hostess $$
earned will be spent on items for the year-end party.
31 bags is doing something new for the summer.
You can purchase a Surprise Item for a fixed amount, and be
surprised with what they send you. I did this a couple weeks ago,
and took a gamble on a $30 item and received a $78 handbag
that I really like. You just never know what you will get. You
don't have to make a minimum purchase for the surprise
item. You can just buy the one thing, and it is guaranteed to be a
savings of at least 50%. That's the best odds I know.
One customer special in June is called the "All-in Tote" for $25
with every $35 spent. It is a good size at 12.5"h x 18"l x 9.5"d, and
comes in 5 patterns.
You can see the catalog at www.mythirtyone.com/decross
and place your advance order by clicking on "Tonie's Rockers" if
you can't make the meeting.
Tonie

Socorro NM Lodging Notes
In regard to our discussion at the last meeting about where
to stay in Socorro for the long weekend trip in September,
I have been checking on room availabilities, and though
there are many hotels, they are filling-up fast. Call me if
you need to find out what hotels have rooms. There are
6 RV Parks in the Socorro area, and I have info on them also.
Rick
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June Coalition Trip
The Daisy Mountain Rock and Mineral Club will host
the Saturday June 20 Coalition field trip to the
banded iron site in New River, AZ.
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Crater of Diamonds
State Park, Arkansas

We will meet at the Road Runner Restaurant parking
lot on New River Road, in New River, and leave there
at 8:00 for the site. Four wheel drive is not
necessary, but high clearance is a must. Good
boots, extra water, a rock hammer, collecting
bucket, and sun screen are also a must.
Contact info for the June field trip is Ed Winbourne
at: ewinbourne@gmail.com,
Home Ph # 623-444-4634,
Cell Ph # 978-460-5128.
Sparklies! We stopped here on the way home.

Ed.

June Field Trip
Our field trip for the month of June will take us into
New Mexico on Saturday, the 27th. We will meet in Taylor
in the parking lot of Basha's close to the Pizza Hut at 7:30am,
with departure at 7:45am. Our first scheduled stop will
be to collect Fluorite near the Bandera Volcano and Ice Cave
south of Grants on Highway 53. Situated near the Continental
Divide at 8000' elevation, the morning could be chilly,
but by the time we get there it should have warmed into
the 70's. Bring sunscreen, a hat, water and a small rake
for combing the hillside. Heavier tools may be required
if you want to tackle seams in the bedrock further up
the trail. High clearance vehicles may be necessary to
tackle a couple of rough areas near the start, so plan to
bring just items that will get the job done. The Fluorite
can be found in purple, green, yellow and clear colors.
Following our collecting here, you will have the option to
go to the Bandera Volcano and Ice Cave, or on to another
group of mines, where the terrain can be a bit of a
challenge. The time to the first area is about 3-1/2 hours,
so plan accordingly, and plan to have snacks on hand,
as restaurants are few and far between.
Have any questions, contact Rick at 928-251-0949
or at walkaround@earthlink.net Rick

The Crater of Diamonds State Park in Arkansas is now
a check mark on our bucket list. Definitely a challenge
to find a diamond on 36 acres of plowed land, with most
diamonds that are found are the size a grain of rice.
The only state park in the world where the public can
search for diamonds, and keep what they find. In the
20th century, over 71,000 diamonds were found at the
crater, 22,000 of which were discovered by visitors after
the park became part of Arkansas park system. But
the odds are low - of 30,000 visitors a year less than 300
diamonds are found in that year. We are still searching
through our dirt- no definite find yet.
Charlene and David Bingell

Another Heartfelt "Thanks!"
All of you who were involved with getting the show together
need to pat yourselves on the back. I have not seen any
figures as yet, but from comments written on the survey,
and remarks from vendors, we did a great job. Those who
attended the show made numerous remarks on the kindness
and helpfulness our members exhibited at all times. And
vendors appreciated the assistance we provided in making
their job that much easier.
The cooperation that I witnessed makes me proud to be a
member of this club, and I hope that we continue to show
that "spark" throughout the year.
Your Show Coordinator, Rick

Rock Talk

June 2015

June Meeting Guests
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Alpine, Arizona
1st Annual
Gem, Mineral, & Fossil Show

"Have Gems Will Travel"

August 22nd & 23rd
Sat, 9am-4pm, Sun 9am-3pm
Alpine Community Center
Co Rd 2037, Alpine, AZ 85920
Vendors + Live Music + Door Prizes
contact: Vera Cassel, (928) 339-1999

"Vendors needed"
MaryAnn Mosely sent this to me by email:

Sorry Folks, the Editor didn't get any names
to go with the pictures. But, it looks like they
were having a good time!
WELCOME!!

A quick note from Charlene on "Gator Girl Rocks"
Gator Girl Rocks
America's Best Rockhounding Website
Go look at this girl's website, she has information
on every state and places to go to look for rocks.

www.gatorgirlrocks.com/

On June 6th, Dr William Parker, Park Paleontologist,
presented for public viewing for the first time the remains of
"Gerte", a carnivore identified as Chindesaurus bryansmalli,
who was discovered at the Petrified Forest about 30 years
ago. At the meeting, were also some seasonal paleontogist
also available to answer questions and update the research
available for the smallest and oldest dinosaur of its time.

White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club
P.O. Box 3504
Show Low, Arizona 85902-3504

