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President’s Message
You all know how I like quotations. Well, I was surfing the net for some quotations about rockhounds.
I didn't find many, but came across a list written by members of the gmeditors e-mail swap group of
"Signs that you are a Rockhound"
I am a rockhound because:
 I describe my vacations by the rocks I brought home
 I gave rocks, and rock tools for Christmas
 When friends say they are going to Tucson, I assume it will be in February
 I can find Quartzsite on a map in less than 5 seconds
 When someone mentions "Franklin" I think of New Jersey rather than Ben
 I can pronounce "molybdenite" correctly on the first try (thanks Nanz)
 The bookshelves in my home hold more rocks than books (and those books are about rocks)
 I think I know how to pronounce "chalcedony"
 The first thing I pack for a vacation is a chisel and a hammer
 I bought the ugliest boots available cause they were waterproof
 I watch the scenery in movies instead of the actors
 I examine individual rocks in gravel driveways (Fred's Driveway!)
 I shouted "obsidian" while watching Shawshank Redemption
 I've spent more than $10 on a rock (way more)
 I still think pet rocks are a pretty neat idea
 I associate the word "saw" with diamond rather than wood
 I've spent more than $10 on a book about rocks (way more)
When someone mentions Australia, I think of opals, not kangaroos
Well that's how I define myself. For more surefire signs you are a Rockhound, visit:
Surefire Signs on Google.

Bob's Rockshop

Happy Spring, Tonie

For All Rockhounds in the area!

Dues are Due!

Rock Talk is published monthly
by the White Mountain Gem &
Mineral Club, Inc. Any info/
comments that members wish
to have included in the monthly
newsletter must be turned in to
the editor at the general
membership meeting or call the
editor prior to the following
weekend after the meeting.

Membership Dues: $15 for a
single membership, and $20
for a couple/family. Dues are
due the 1st of January of every
calendar year along with a
completed application. If you
join in November of previous
year, your dues will be good
for all of the following year.

Meetings: 1st Sunday of the
month, (unless it falls on a
holiday), at the VFW Post
9907, 381 N. Central Ave,
Show Low, AZ. Turn north off
of the Deuce of Clubs at the
Burger King. Social half-hour
@ 1:00pm, meeting starts @
1:30pm. Bring snacks.
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Birthdays

March
14 - Karen Stokes

April
3 - Ursula Wilson
15 - Bill Stalder
17 - John Mierzwik

Happy Birthday, Y'all ! !
May You have Many More ! !
March Days of Interest
1 - National Pig Day
4 - Hug a GI Day
5 - Multiple Personality Day
5 - Purim
6 - National Day of Unplugging
8 - Daylight Savings time
8 - Internationl Women's Day
8 - Be Nasty Day
12 - World Kidney Day
17 - St. Patrick's Day
19 - St. Joseph's Day
20 - Extraterrestrial Abduction Day
20 - Spring begins
22 - National Goof Off Day
23 - Near Miss Day
28 - Something on a Stick Day
29 - Palm Sunday
30 - National Doctor's Day
Our next meeting is
Sunday, April 12.
Members whose
last name begins I-Z,
please bring snacks.
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General Membership Meeting
March 1, 2015
The March meeting of the White Mountain Gem and Mineral Club was
called to order at 1:20 pm. President Tonie asked for a motion to
accept the minutes for February’s meeting. Rick made a motion,
seconded by John, and approved by the members.
No guests were in attendance.
Tonie will not be in town for the next meeting, so the April meeting
will be run by David. Note: the April meeting will be the 2nd
Sunday in April 12, due to Easter being on the 1st Sunday.
Shows in the vicinity:
Deming, NM 3/12-3/15/2015,
Cottonwood, AZ 3/14-3/15/2015,
Albuquerque, NM 3/20-3/22/2015,
Anthem, AZ 3/28-3/29/2015,
Lexington , KY 3/28-3/29/2015
VP David explained today's education would continue man’s use of
stones through history. For the April meeting, he will be asking
Todd Stalder to give a presentation on photographing our stones and
minerals, and photography in general. May’s education segment
will be on identifying items in your collection, so if you want, you
ca bring items to see if members of the club can help you identify
them. So bring your UFO’s, "Unidentified Found Objects", to the May
meeting.
Treasurer Larry asked to have the budget approved later in the
meeting under Old business. For the month of February, we had
$1,162.15 in expenses and an income of $1,672.50.
Editor Karen is at the Mesa Gold Show, but she would like to remind
members to submit an article, pictures, or any other item that
you would like to see in the newsletter.
Board MembersRose – Stephen Buchmann is publishing a book “The Reason for
Flowers” which will be available July 21st of this year, and he does
mention Fossils Flowers in the book. Also, Rose gave a report
from the Earth Sciences Outreach Program. The Outreach, run by
Martie Zimmerman, has reached 2,762 school students, and 2,363
other individuals. Also, they have created a large poster with
the Periodic Table on one side, and the Properties of Minerals on the
other side. Each poster has a sticker on it stating that they were
made possible with the donations from the White Mountain Gem
& Mineral Club, and a poster was given to each class.
There is a renewed interest in reopening the AZ Mining and Mineral
Museum ,so please contact your representatives. Rick gave his fieldtrip
report stating the field trip was successful to the salt mines in
Camp Verde and fossils, banded agate, and drusy found. 17 people
attended the outing. Communication issues were mentioned, and
Rick was asked to not change the times to meet after they have
been published, so no members are left behind.
This month’s field trip will be to Canyon De Chelly National Monument
in Chinle. There is NO COLLECTING allowed at this site! We will
meet March 21 at Eddie’s IGA in Snowflake at 7:30am. The trip is approx.
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3 hours to get there. We will be at the park for about 3 hours,
then head to Hubbell Trading post in Ganado. This outing will
be an all-day affair. Please car pool where possible.
The outing in April will be to Grant, NM to the ice caves and
fluorite mine. A calendar of the years' remaining trips is in each
month's newsletter.
The show is coming along nicely. We have nice posters and flyers
printed up. 11 vendors have signed up so far. An opal vendor from
California, and Steve Joey from the Peridot mine will have booths.
Advertising will be done by radio, TV and the posters. Blue
will be helping with the publicity. Rose mentioned that Blue
will also be helping with getting together prizes for the raffle.
Please let Rose know if you will be contacting anyone about
donations, so we don’t double up on contacts. Nanz mentioned
they will need help at the show in the children’s area for the egg
carton table. Rick would like people to sign up for the display cases
for the show. See Rick if you would like a display case.
Old Business: Rick remind us that the science fair is
this Friday, March 6, at the Sequoia School in Linden. If you would
like to help out, please come at 9am, as the fair starts at 10am.
Larry asked that we approve the budget. A motion was made by Nanz,
seconded by Jeanie, unanimously approved.
New Business: Rick said an email was to be sent out about
a sale in Chandler this coming Sat. & Sun. They have museumquality specimens for sale. The Nature Center will be expanding into
a 4,000 sq ft building, and would like for us to have a display
of rocks that can be found in the White Mountains. They have
donated chairs that we can borrow if we need them, and they have
received our donation of tables.
Does anyone know where the clubs walkie talkies have gone?
Nanz asked for people to sign in the book if they have done anything
out of the ordinary for the club to be entered into the year end prizes.
We took a break at 2:40,pm and re-met at 3:05pm.
VP David gave the education presentation on minerals used in the
past for medicine. He talked about amber/copal mixed with myrrh
as an antifungal, desert roses (selenium) used in cancer treatment,
and lepidolite (lithium) for treatment of anxiety emotional disorders.
Do NOT use these items without doing your own research, as
the David and the club are not responsible for your decision
to do so. Also, please consult your doctor before using any
alternative therapy.
Drawings : Door prizes were won by Jeannie, Susan and Rose
The 50/50 was won by Larry, other prizes were won by Brookie, David
and Tonie
A motion to adjourn was made by John, seconded by Brookie, motion
passed. Meeting ended at 3:20pm. The silent auction was to close
in 3 to 4 minutes.
Respectfully submitted, Charlene Bingell, Secretary
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STEM Fair
On Friday, February 6th Rick Olson presented a check for
$300 to Jalyn Gerlich, head of the NE Regional STEM Fair.
With Rick was Rose Fower, a board member of the White
Mountain Gem & Mineral Club and Mindy, the person-in-charge
at the Sequoia Grade School in Linden where the finals for
the STEM Fair were held. The club has been a sponsor of
the fair in which Earth Science is one of the many categories
represented at the fair.
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Gem and Mineral Show Prizes
I have volunteered, (with help from others), to Chair the
process for administering the prize-gathering for our show in
May. The Show “Steering Committee” has agreed that better
attention-getting posters/flyers may help to attract not
only those willing to donate but also the general public.
Rick has had a beautiful color poster made up and we will have
them available to you soon.
It is not too early to start making a list of businesses
that you can ask for a donation when the time comes.
(April?). We want to tap into businesses in all surrounding
communities. If you have relationships with businesses
outside of the White Mountains, it can’t hurt to ask for
their help also. It is great publicity for the donor.
Please call me with your list, and I will maintain the
list of contacts for a donation and/or for putting up one
of our flyers, so we do not duplicate our efforts. Everyone
should feel free to call me, (928-537-2195) to double-check
if someone else is already planning to make contact. After
the show, I will make sure thank you notes have been
sent to everyone making a prize donation.
As you know, it takes everyone to make a great show, and
ours has been a success, due to the involvement each
of you has contributed in the past. We have a couple
of months of “down time”, so it is a good time to start
thinking about potential donors. Thanks so much, and I look
forward to hearing from you.
Rose Fowers, Show Prize Chair

There is a new owner at The Upper Crust in
Lakeside. Tony recently purchased the store
and its contents, and is open for business.
He would like to become a member of our
club, and he invites the membership to
stop in and pay him a visit. He is open
weekdays and most Saturdays.
The excitement of learning separates youth from old
age. As long as you're learning, you're not old.
Rosalyn S. Yalow
(Google her and learn who she was.) Tonie

This is the LAST month to renew your 2015 Club Dues.
Please complete the attached application and send it and a
check to:
Membership Dues
P. O. Box 3504
Show Low, AZ 85902
If you no longer want to be a club member, please send me an
email indicating that you want to resign from the club and I will
take your name off our roster.
Thank you, Ron Ginn, Membership Chair/Web Master
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Stephen Buchmann's new book

An Alert from Tonie!

Stephen Buchmann, a pollination ecologist specializing in
bees, is an adjunct professor with the Departments of
Entomology and of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology
at the University of Arizona. A fellow of the Linnean Society
of London, he has published over 150 peer-reviewed scientific
papers and eleven books, including The Forgotten Pollinators
with Gary Paul Nabhan, a finalist for the Los Angeles Times
Book Prize. He lives in the Sonoran Desert of Tucson, Arizona
with his partner, lawyer Kay Richter.

My daughter works for a major insurance provider,
and she sent this message to share. She says it is
retroactive to 2004 for Medicare and Supplements.

My new book is titled: "The Reason for Flowers: Their History,
Culture, and Biology, and How They Change our Lives."
It will be published by Scribner (Simon & Schuster) on July 21,
2015. It can already be viewed and pre-ordered on Amazon.com.
In the book, I talk about humankinds use of flowers in grave
offerings, as personal adornment, in food, spices, medicines,
the arts and literature, the perfume industry etc. I also
have a chapter on pollinating animals and talk about bees
in fossil amber, and the very first flowers, and the remarkable
fossil flowers that have been discovered recently. I think
the book may be of interest to our club members.
Stephen Buchmann
Kay Richter
Tucson, AZ

March Coalition Trip
The March trip will be held on March 21st, traveling
through the Seven Springs area to the Cave Creek Onyx
mine. We will be meeting at the Sears Kay ruins, 8:30am to
9:00am, and will be leaving promptly at 9:15 am.
Rain / forecast of rain will cancel this trip. It is strongly
suggested that you bring ample water and a good spare
tire for this trip. 2 wheel drive vehicles should be
able to make it to the site OK. Pieces can be collected
in the wash, some minor hand tools may be required to dig
larger samples out of the wash and wash walls.
If you have any questions, Robin Evans can be reached at
(602) 703-5188. robin.evans@msn.com
(For those who would like some breakfast prior to the trip,
Big Earl's Greasy Eats in Cave Creek opens at 7:00 am, and
has a small but delicious menu).

If any of you reading this newsletter has had coverage
with Anthem BCBS or its affiliates, you can get free
credit monitoring and reporting for the next 24
months. Just select the link to see what the Anthem
affiliates are.
IMPORTANT!! Concerns regarding the recent Anthem
Cyber Attack: Anthem has created a website –
www.anthemfacts.com, and a hotline, 1-877-263-7995,
for its members to call for more information.
Beginning February 13th, Anthem will offer a free
two years of credit monitoring and identity theft
services to members affected by the cyber attack.

Share this!!
If you borrowed the "walkie-talkies" recently
we would like to use them for our future field
trips. Please contact Rick if you have them,
so he can pick them up. Thanks!
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Planned Club Field Trips for 2015
Show Dates
March/April/May 2015
March 12-15, Deming, NM
50th Annual Rockhound Roundup Gem & Mineral Show
Deming Gem & Mineral Society, SWNM State Fairgrounds
4100 Raymond Reed Blvd.
Thu. 9-5, Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-5; free admission
contact Marilyn Page, PO Box 1459, Deming, NM 88031
(575) 544-9019; e-mail: thedgms@gmail.com
Web site: www.thedgms.com
March 14 - 15, Cottonwood, AZ
CKM Productions, LLC, Mingus Union High School,
1801 East Fir Street, Cottonwood
Sat. 10:00 am - 5:00 pm, Sun. 10:00 AM-4:00 pm
Adults $3.00
Contact Greg Capatch, (928) 554-4615
e-mail: gregcapatch@yahoo.com
March 20-22, Albuquerque, NM
Albuquerque Gem & Mineral Club
300 San Pedro NE
Fri. 10 am-6 pm, Sat. 10 am -6 pm, Sun. 10 am-5 pm
Admission $3, Children Free under 13
NM State Fairgrounds, Creative Arts Center, enter Gate 3 at
San Pedro and Copper.
contact Paul Hlava, (505) 265-4178
e-mail: paulhlava@q.com
Web site: agmc.info
March 28 - 29, Anthem, AZ
Daisy Mountain Rock & Mineral Club
Diamond Canyon School, 40004 N. Liberty Bell Way, Anthem
Sat. 9:00 am-5:00 pm, Sun. 9:00 am-5:00 pm;
Admission $3.00, Seniors $2.00, Students $2.00, Children under 12 free
contact Ed Winbourne, (623) 444 4634
e-mail: ewinbourne@gmail.com
May 16-17—Pinetop, AZ
White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club
Hon-Dah Conference Center
777 Highway 260, Pinetop, AZ
Sat. 9:00 am-6:00 pm, Sun. 10:00 am-4:00 pm
Adults $2.00, Seniors 70+ Free, Students & children, 18 and under Free,
contact Rick Olson,276 Tahoe Pl, Show Low, AZ 85901
(928) 251-0949
e-mail: walkaround@earthlink.net
Web site: whitemountain-azrockclub.org
May 23-24—Sedona, AZ
CKM Productions, LLC, Sedona Red Rock High School
995 Upper Red Rock Loop Road, Sedona, AZ
Sat. 10:00 am-5:00 pm, Sun. 10:00 am-4:00 pm
Adults $3.00
contact Greg Capatch, (928) 554-4615

March - Canyon de Chelly & Hubble Trading Post
April - Bandera Volcano & ice caves
May - Annual Show
June - Forest Lake - fossils
July - Claims
August - Chocolate Falls
September - Magdalena & Socorro
October - Swap meet with other clubs
November - Back side of St. Johns Landfill

March Birthstones
Aquamarine: The name aquamarine is derived from the Latin word
aqua, meaning water, and marina, meaning the sea. This gemstone
was believed to protect sailors, as well as to guarantee a safe
voyage. The serene color of aquamarine is said to cool the
temper, allowing the wearer to remain calm and levelheaded.
Its pale, cool color beautifully complements spring and summer
wardrobes. Aquamarine is most often light in tone, and ranges from
greenish blue to blue-green; the color usually is more intense
in larger stones. This gemstone is mined mainly in Brazil, but also
is found in Nigeria, Madagascar, Zambia, Pakistan, and Mozambique.

Bloodstone: The second birthstone for March is bloodstone, a
dark-green jasper flecked with vivid red spots of iron oxide. This
ancient stone was used by the Babylonians to make seals and
amulets and was believed to have healing powers, especially for
blood disorders. It is sometimes called the martyr's stone, as legend
tells that it was created when drops of Christ's blood stained
some jasper at the foot of the cross. Generally found embedded
in rocks or in riverbeds as pebbles, primary sources for this stone are
India, Brazil, and Australia.
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(Give top part to Treasurer)

Membership Cards ______Name Badges _______Newsletter (check one ) Snail-mail______Email____ or Both______
E-mail address:__________________________________________________________________________
WMG&MC membership application: New_____ Renewal_____

Date:__________________________

Name______________________________________________________Phone:____________________________
(Please Print)
Address________________________________City________________________________State____Zip________
Type of Membership:

Single ($15.00)___________ Family ($20.00)__________ Cash______ or Check______

(Give bottom part to Editor/Membership Chair)
White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club
P.O. Box 3504
Show Low, AZ 85902

Membership Application
Date____________________
Type of Membership: Single ($15.00)_______ Family ($20.00)______

New________Renewal_________

Name:____________________________________________________________Phone #_____________________
(Please Print)
Address_____________________________________City_________________________State______Zip________
(Please Print)
E-mail Address__________________________________________________________________________________________
Would you like to receive club newsletter via email? _______
Would you like to receive club newsletter via snail-mail?______
Or both? ______
Optional: Date of Birth(s) (Year not necessary) __________________________

_________________________

(Name, Month, and Day)

(Name, Month, and Day)

As a club member, list any junior member(s) you would like to sponsor:
1.____________________________________________________Age__________________
Please Print
2.____________________________________________________Age__________________
Please Print
Seasonal Members: Please list alternate address and months of residency
Address_____________________________________________City___________________State_____Zip_______
Months__________________________________________________Phone________________________
Signature(s)__________________________________________________________________________Date_________________
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Mesa Gold Prospectors Show
So I was fortunate to be able to go to this year's Gold Prospectors Association of America Gold Show down in Mesa, AZ. This particular
trip was high on my "Bucket List", and I wanted to get it done before leaving permanently for the warmer shores of Georgia.
Folks, I had a BLAST!! I have never seen so many people in a place at one time, except for the Tucson Gem & Mineral Show.
All of these folks had one thing in mind - FINDING GOLD!! There was every kind of machine displayed known to man, and
some that I had never SEEN before! Nifty items, just made for the daring gold panner. Lots of prizes were awarded throughout
both days of the weekend, and folks deliberately stayed around to see if they had won. One of our members made and demonstrated
copper Dowsing Rods, and by dang, they REALLY WORK! I have a set, and the few times that I have played with them, they worked!
Fascinating!
I bought a couple bags of "dirt" from a couple of brothers who have producing claims up in the Bradshaw Mountains outside
of Prescott. You can actually SEE the flecks of gold in the dirt. This ain't mica, folks. I have been gold panning most
of my life, as my granddaddy, and my momma were prospectors, and momma taught all of us kids how to pan up in the
San Gabriel Mountains when we were kids coming up in California. I DO know what is gold, and what ain't. When I come
back to the meeting in May, I will try to remember to bring my "dirt" and let y'all take a peek. I can't WAIT to pan it out, and
see what I have!
If y'all are interested in learning to pan for the shiny yellow stuff, our meetings are the first Thursday of each month, at
about 6:30pm, at the old JB's restaurant in Show Low. A new lady took over the building, and their food is REALLY good!!
(I won't be at the April meeting, as I am going home on a job-hunting, house-hunting, class training trip to Georgia, and to
Alabama to see my son and grandkids. I haven't been home since 2009). Until then, keep your heads down, and tails in the air looking
for ROCKS!
Karen Stokes, Editor

The Show Low Club booth

Interested Panners

Some nifty tools

The PREMIER
Gold Prospecting Magazine

A Suction Dredger
(Folks, you could FISH off this thing!)
Our ancient, experienced
Gold Prospector, Gabby.
He will GAB your ear off!
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Brad's Bench Tips
Winding Jump Rings
Whenever you need a few jump rings the same size, it's easy to
grab a round rod and wind as many as you need. But when
you need a lot of them, some form of winder saves a lot of time.
A variable speed screw gun makes quick work of winding the
coils. Screw guns are quite inexpensive at discount stores and
are remarkably handy for odd jobs in the shop and around
the house.
To wind a coil, just bend a right angle on the end of the wire
about a half inch long and insert this into the screw gun chuck.
Then wind slowly, keeping a tight coil. I like to rest the end
of the mandrel on the edge of the table or bench pin. Finally,
one note of caution. If you are winding an entire length
of wire, be careful as you get near the end of the wire. If the end
passes under your thumb, it can cause a nasty scratch or cut.

Touching up a Bezel
This is the first published guide to Herkimer diamonds, striking
quartz crystals, that includes all important aspects of interest to
anyone curious about this unique form of the mineral quartz. The
text includes the most recent scientific information regarding
Herkimer diamonds’ geological and mineralogical history, where
they can currently be found, descriptions of important historic
locations, and the inclusion of noteworthy peripheral localities.
The specific methods used to effectively field collect Herkimer
diamonds are detailed, including photos of mining methods and
a discussion of collecting strategy. Additionally, the mines are
enumerated, the gear readers need is detailed, specimen preparation, mineral collections, and associated minerals recounted.
This is the essential guide for every collector of these well known
and much sought minerals, a guide only a seasoned field collector can provide.
ISBN13: 9780764347108
Schiffer Publishing, Ltd.
$16.28 on Amazon.com
For press inquiries, or to request a review copy, please contact
Elizabeth Martins at 610-593-1777 or
Elizabethm@schifferbooks.com
www.schifferbooks.com

Pumice wheels are good for touching up a bezel after you've
set the stone. The hardness is about 6 on the Moh's scale,
less hard than quartz, so it shouldn't scratch any of your agates
or jaspers. However, I'd avoid or be real careful of using
pumice near the softer stones like turquoise, amber, howelite,
etc.
If you're unsure about the hardness of your wheels, test
them on a piece of glass. Glass is about 5 ½ on the Moh's
scale, softer than quartz. So if the wheel doesn't harm glass,
it's safe for use on the quartzes and harder stones.
My
preference is the one inch diameter ones such as those shown
at riogrande.com/Product/AdvantEdge -Pumice-WheelsMedium/332722?pos=2
You can like Brad on FaceBook at BenchTips

White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club
P.O. Box 3504
Show Low, Arizona 85902-3504

