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President’s Message
Frankly it startles me when I look in the mirror and see an old woman.
In my head I still feel 45. Coincidentally, that is my daughter's age.
I wonder how old she feels? Good gracious, maybe she thinks I am the
mother of a 22 year old.
I would like to share with you a few thoughts on aging by Dr. Susan
Meyer. "Yesterday I felt 20; today, I feel more like 90. Tomorrow,
who knows? It's a roller coaster, this business of aging-without-beingold. Having youthful interests, vibrant friends, challenging reading
matter -- all good. Remaining physically active--important.
There will be days, weeks, months where you're amazed at how young
you feel. And there will be days where you feel like the thousand year
old man. It's fine. Just average them out!"
While you are doing the math, meet up with some friends for a rockhound
trip, walk around for an hour or two, then share and compare the treasures while enjoying a picnic lunch.
Tonie
For All Rockhounds in the area!

Dues are Due!

Rock Talk is published monthly
by the White Mountain Gem &
Mineral Club, Inc. Any info/
comments that members wish
to have included in the monthly
newsletter must be turned in to
the editor at the general
membership meeting or call the
editor prior to the following
weekend after the meeting.

Membership Dues: $15 for a
single membership, and $20
for a couple/family. Dues are
due the 1st of January of every
calendar year along with a
completed application. If you
join in November of previous
year, your dues will be good
for all of the following year.

Meetings: 1st Sunday of the
month, (unless it falls on a
holiday), at the VFW Post
9907, 381 N. Central Ave,
Show Low, AZ. Turn north off
of the Deuce of Clubs at the
Burger King. Social half-hour
@ 1:00pm, meeting starts @
1:30pm. Bring snacks.
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Elected Officers
and Volunteers

Volunteer Positions

President
Tonie MonDragon
(859) 338-2296

Show Chairman
Rick Olson
(928) 251-0949
walkaround@earthlink.net

Vice President
David Bingell
(928) 205-5197

Advertise & Public
Relations
Blue Thompson

Secretary
Charlene Bingell
(928 242-7870

Librarian & Libraries
Jackie Pfeifer

Treasurer
Larry Legge
(928) 537-2524
Editor
Karen Stokes
(928) 229-0273
crystal_lover59@hotmail.com
Field Trip Chairman
Rick Olson
(928) 251-0949
walkaround@earthlink.net
Board Members at Large
Sandra Angelo
(928) 537-3726
Rose Fowers
(928) 537-2195
John Mierzwik
(928) 245-9720.

Education, Schools
Bill Stalder
(928) 368-4496
Greeter, Door Prizes,
50/50 Raffle
Linda Stalder
(928) 368-4496
Auctioneer
Bill Stalder
(928) 368-4496
Highway Clean-up
Brookie Embry
(928) 537-0760
Ruth King
(928) 337-2212
Claim Filing
Tonie MonDragon
(859) 338-2296
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Birthdays

February
6 - Karen Dorsey

March
14 - Karen Stokes

Happy Birthday, Y'all ! !
May You have Many More ! !
February Days of Interest
2 - Ground Hog Day
4 - Tu Bishvat
6 - National Wear Red Day
14 - Valentine's Day
16 - President's Day
17 - Mardi Gras
18 - Ash Wednesday
19 - Chinese New Year

This month is also:

Bonus Prizes
Nanz Marshal
(928) 537-2524
Historian
Jeannie Arneklev
(480) 213-4187
Coalition Contact
Ron Ginn
(480) 294-0731

Remember
Our Fallen.
Veterans Do.

Sunshine
Nanz Marshall
(928) 537-2524
Web Master and
Membership Chair
Ron Ginn
(480) 294-0731
wginn3@gmail.com

Our next meeting is
Sunday, March 1.
Members whose last name
begins A-H, please
bring snacks.
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General Membership Meeting
February 1, 2015
The meeting was called to order by President Tonie M. at
:20 pm. No guests were in attendance. Correction to last
month’s minutes the treasurer report should have stated our
expenses were $1170.45. A motion was made to approve the minutes
by Sandra A. and they were seconded by Nanz M. The motion
was approved unanimously.
President’s report: The Tucson show is in progress through
2/15/2015. We received a letter from the Rocky Mountain Federation
for our $ 500 contribution and they wanted us to know that we
were at 2100% on our giving to their foundation. The Board met
and discussed the budget, which Larry will go over with the club.
Treasurer’s report: Larry L. reported that January our expenses
were $1269.98, and income was $495.00. Larry went through the
proposed budget. (please see attached budget in the newsletter).
The different amounts for various entries was discussed. One item
was changed for the library to have $400.00 available for 2015.
Decisions on spending/dividing the funds to be made as we go along.
Nanz demonstrated “Rock Lickers”. It is a small spray bottle filled
with water that can be used to spray on rocks instead of
licking them to see the polished color. They can be ordered
with the club name and information on them for promotions.
She also presented a plastic bag/trash bag/carrying bag that
can also have our information printed on it, along with information
about the life of a trash item left in the forest to decay. For
example, a disposable diaper takes 80 years to break down, etc.
We will discuss more on how to spend the promotions budget.
A motion was made by Rose to approve the budget to be
posted in the bulletin for a vote of the membership in March,
seconded by John, unanimously approved.
Reminder : Have Editor Karen S. put the Frampton’s Rock sale
information into the newsletter.
Rick reported on the fieldtrip and the show. The trip to Steve
Joey's Peridot claim went very well. Some people then went
on to the Globe Show and some went to down town Globe
to the Rock Shop. Five people continued on to collect onyx.
February 21st,, we will head to Camp Verde to the salt mine and fossil
collecting (coral). Please wear long sleeves and long pants to
protect you from the cats claw. It is quite a climb and hike.
A 4-wheel drive or high clearance vehicle is advised. We will
meet in Heber/Overgaard at June’s Restaurant at 8am, or the
McDonalds off of I-17 at 10am in Camp Verde. Questions, or
for more directions, call Rick at 928-551-8887. Also, a correction on
the field trip list; In August it will not be obsidian collecting.
The Show is moving ahead nicely. If anyone is interested in
participating in the show, please stay after the meeting to talk
to Rick. Blue is going to help with promotions and advertising.
Rose is helping with raffle prizes. Karen is working on making
generic banners should we continue to need to change the
show dates. Rose, Jackie and Rick are working on posters
with some pizzazz. We will have bright orange vests for
member volunteers to wear at the show so people can come to them
with any questions. We have five vendors signed up so far,
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and more to come. The dates of the show are May 16th and 17th.
Old Business; Nanz is still asking for small rock donations of
100 to 200 pieces in a flat for the children’s activities. The
rocks all have to be small enough to fit in a section in an
egg carton, and they must all be the same type of rock in
each flat. The rock sample kits are in, and if you purchased one,
please see Nanz. Nanz is also the Sunshine person for our club,
which means she will send out cards to anyone who is ill or
has other issues going on in their life. Please let Nanz know
if there is anyone that she needs to send a card to. The red
book that we had last year is now a black and white book.
This book is for you to write your name in if you did anything
extra for the club such as: attended a field trip, provided rocks
for the kids activities, donated a prize, gave an article to
the editor for the newsletter, etc. Your name is then entered
into the end of year prizes at the Christmas party, and you
may win one of the nifty prizes if your name is drawn. (if you are so
lucky). Nanz has a budget for the year end prizes, and if you want to
be reimbursed for any donated purchases, you need to discuss
things with her. She has to stay within her budget, and she
may not have $ to give you for reimbursement. Also, let her
know if there was anything that you really liked about the
year-end prizes, so she knows what to purchase.
New Business: John wanted us to know that this would be
George’s last meeting with us, as he is headed back to Kemmerer,
Wyoming.
Note: Aprils meeting will be changed to April 12th, as the first Sunday
in April is Easter.
Mary Alice invited members to attend a meeting for the
White Mountain Community Garden, which will be held Monday
at 1pm in the Frontier room at the Navajo County South Campus.
She also asked if anyone would be interested in donating
large size yard rocks for a memorial garden, as they lost
their founding member and one of their volunteers, so they
will be making a space for a memorial rock garden.
Rick mentioned that the Science Fair will be March 6th at the
Sequoia School in Linden. A session to train Judges will be
at the county building on 2/11 at 1 Pm.
Broke for break at 2:45
We re-adjourned at 3:05 PM. David gave a presentation on lithic
technology, and brought in an extensive collection of lithic
points to show as examples.
Drawings: Rick won the Selenite stone and an assortment
of AZ Highways Magazines, the 50/50 was won by Bill S., the
fish donated by George was won by Lou Ann, the Crystal
cluster was won by Mary Alice, and the Gorge Lithic point was won by
Toni M.
John made the motion to adjourn at 3:32 Pm and Stan 2nd,
the motion was carried. Silent auction was to be over in three
minutes.
Respectfully submitted
Charlene Bingell, Secretary
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Rock Sale!
Hello Rockhounds!
Beginning Feb. 7th, our huge rock yard near Concho,
(30 miles from Show Low) will be open for an ongoing
sale, and we’d like to invite your club members. We’re
selling mainly rough that we have collected for close to
50 years. We have many piles (tons) of rocks for sale
at $2.00 per pound. Included are many large petrified wood
stumps for sale by the piece. Final price is negotiable if
buying in large quantities. EVERYTHING MUST GO!
Included in our massive inventory:
Rainbow petrified wood
Blue agatized petrified wood
Golden yellow juniper petrified wood
Agatized petrified wood (variety)
Luna blue agate (many with crystals)
St. Johns flower agate (collecting area no longer available)
Brenda jasper
Agate Mountain agate
Arizona Agate Mine agate
Bagdad chert
Mingus banded hematite/red jasper
Central Arizona fossils (variety)
Agate (variety)
Jasper (variety)
Camp Verde glauberites
Obsidian & Apache Tears
Arizona minerals
etc. etc. etc.
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Gem and Mineral Show Prizes
I have volunteered, (with help from others), to Chair the
process for administering the prize-gathering for our show in
May. The Show “Steering Committee” has agreed that better
attention-getting posters/flyers may help to attract not
only those willing to donate but also the general public.
Rick has had a beautiful color poster made up and we will have
them available to you soon.
It is not too early to start making a list of businesses
that you can ask for a donation when the time comes.
(April?). We want to tap into businesses in all surrounding
communities. If you have relationships with businesses
outside of the White Mountains, it can’t hurt to ask for
their help also. It is great publicity for the donor.
Please call me with your list, and I will maintain the
list of contacts for a donation and/or for putting up one
of our flyers, so we do not duplicate our efforts. Everyone
should feel free to call me, (928-537-2195) to double-check
if someone else is already planning to make contact. After
the show, I will make sure thank you notes have been
sent to everyone making a prize donation.
As you know, it takes everyone to make a great show, and
ours has been a success, due to the involvement each
of you has contributed in the past. We have a couple
of months of “down time”, so it is a good time to start
thinking about potential donors. Thanks so much, and I look
forward to hearing from you.
Rose Fowers, Show Prize Chair

This sale is BY APPOINTMENT ONLY - Hours are 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Mon. thru Sun. Sale will go on for several weeks. Please email
naframpton@hughes.net to set up appt. and for directions/map.
Bring your gloves and buckets. No personal checks please.
John & Nancy
If you would like to continue to be a club member, please pay
your dues before 2/28/2015. You may pay your dues at the next
meeting, 3/1/2015, or complete the attached application and
send it and a check to:
Membership Dues
P. O. Box 3504
Show Low, AZ 85902

Women are as old as they feel, and men are old
when they lose their feelings!
Mae West
submitted by Tonie MonDragon

If you no longer want to be a club member, please send me an
email indicating that you want to resign from the club and I will
take your name off our roster.
Thank you, Ron Ginn, Membership Chair/Web Master
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A Day In The Sun
On Saturday, January 17th 8 members from our club, 16 members
from the Apache Junction club and 2 guests gathered
together in Peridot, AZ, to collect that semi-precious gem
at a claim owned by our friend, Steven Joey. By planning
ahead we were ensured that permits could be processed
quickly, as opposed to the problems we endured last year,
and we were ready to go to the claim when Steven arrived.
When we arrived at the site, it was nice to see that Steven
had tailings and ground prepared for gathering a bounty
of the precious stones. After 2-plus hours, most of the group
had collected what they could carry, and we were off to
the next stop of the day.
Some went off to the rock shop in Globe, some went to
the show going on at the fairgrounds, and some enjoyed
a nice meal in town. After a couple of hours, 5 of us
gathered outside the fairgrounds entrance, and proceeded
North to collect Onyx near the Apache Mountains. The
drive into the area where this crown of Onyx is found is a bit
long, but the scenery was well worth it.
And since
George, John M. and John B. found a vein of the beautiful
material not hindered by weather or plant life, we
were soon gathering heavy buckets for the trip down the hill.
And so we had another great day of collecting in this
land of the sun that we cherish each and every day.
Rick Olson

February's Field Trip
The February field trip to Camp Verde and beyond will
be on Saturday, the 21st. For those wanting to follow a
group, we will take off from June's Café in Heber at 8am.
We will then drive to Camp Verde, where we hope to
meet any others at the McDonalds at 10am. From there,
we will head south to the Salt Mine to collect Halite,
Glauberite, Gypsum, Calcite, Aragonite, and Kyanite.
In the afternoon, we plan to go a few miles further
south to the Chasm Creek area for Colonial Coral. This
will be at least a 1/2 mile walk through dense cactus,
so please wear long sleeve shirts and pants. Also, bring
plenty of water, snacks and lunch, sunscreen, headgear
and rugged footwear. Call Rick at 928-551-8887 the day
of the trip, (I figured out how to delete all those messages
finally), or 928-251-0949 beforehand.
Rick Olson

Copper City Rock Shop
So I introduced a couple of our members to "The Rock Shop"
down in Globe. This tiny shop has the niftiest rocks in
this area, with great prices! Lots of different stones, beads,
rough, tools, and turquoise out the door! If y'all have
a minute, you need to go by this little shop. Loren W.
introduced me to this shop, and I drop by every time
I am in Globe. You need to see his tumbler set-up.
All home made, with about 10 to 12 barrels going at
one time. Kool idea!
Karen Stokes, Editor

In the central place of every heart there
is a recording chamber. So long as it
receives messages of beauty, hope, cheer
and courage, so long are you young.
Douglas MacArthur
Submitted by Tonie MonDragon
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Planned Club Field Trips for 2015
Show Dates
January /February 2015

February - Camp Verde Salt Mines & Agate
March - Canyon de Chelly & Hubble Trading Post

Jan 29 - Feb 15, Tucson, AZ
Eons Expos, 22nd Street Mega-Tent; 600 W. 22nd St.
Daily 9-6; free admission;
Contact Heather Grana, 235 First St., Keyport, NJ 07735
e-mail: Heather@EonsExpos.com
Web site: www.EonsExpos.com

April - Bandera Volcano & ice caves

Jan 29 - Feb 15, Tucson, AZ
Marana Miner's Co-op, The Rock Show; 6107 N. Travel Center Dr.; Daily
9-6, free admission
contact Rachel Ford-Dingfield, (720) 495-8362
e-mail: kaipuravida@gmail.com
Web site: http://tucsonrockgemmineralshow.com/

August - Chocolate Falls

May - Annual Show
June - Forest Lake - fossils
July - Claims

September - Magdalena & Socorro
October - Swap meet with other clubs
November - Back side of St. Johns Landfill

Jan 31- Feb 14, Tucson, AZ
Martin Zinn Expositions, Hotel Tucson City Center/Inn Suites
475 N. Granada Ave; Daily 10:00 am-6:00 pm; Admission Free;
Contact Regina Aumente, PO Box 665, Bernalillo, NM 87004,
(505) 867-0425
e-mail: mzexpos@gmail.com; Web site: www.mzexpos.com
Jan 31- Feb 14, Tucson, AZ
Martin Zinn Expositions, Mineral & Fossil Marketplace.
1333 N Oracle & Ramada Ltd; 665 N Freeway
Daily 10 am-6 pm; Admission Free;
Contact Regina Aumente, PO Box 665, Bernalillo, NM 87004
(505) 867-0425; e-mail: mzexpos@gmail.com
Web site: www.mzexpos.com
Feb 21 - 22, Mesa, AZ
Apache Junction Rock & Gem Club,
Skyline High School; 845 S. Crismon Rd.;
Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4; adults $3, students $1, children 12 & under, free;
contact Kelly Iverson, (480) 325-2705;
Web site: www.ajrockclub.com

March 2015
Mar 14 - 15, Cottonwood, AZ
CKM Productions, LLC, Mingus Union High School,
1801 East Fir Street, Cottonwood
Sat. 10:00 am - 5:00 pm, Sun. 10:00 AM-4:00 pm
Adults $3.00
Contact Greg Capatch, (928) 554-4615
e-mail: gregcapatch@yahoo.com
Mar 28 - 29, Anthem, AZ
Daisy Mountain Rock & Mineral Club, Diamond Canyon School
40004 N. Liberty Bell Way, Anthem
Sat. 9:00 am-5:00 pm, Sun. 9:00 am-5:00 pm;
Admission $3.00, Seniors $2.00, Students $2.00, Children under 12 free
contact Ed Winbourne, (623) 444 4634
e-mail: ewinbourne@gmail.com

Dues are Due!!
The yearly Membership application
can be found on page 7.
You can mail it in, or bring it to the next
meeting and give to Larry with your dues.
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(Give top part to Treasurer)

Membership Cards ______Name Badges _______Newsletter (check one ) Snail-mail______Email____ or Both______
E-mail address:__________________________________________________________________________
WMG&MC membership application: New_____ Renewal_____

Date:__________________________

Name______________________________________________________Phone:____________________________
(Please Print)
Address________________________________City________________________________State____Zip________
Type of Membership:

Single ($15.00)___________ Family ($20.00)__________ Cash______ or Check______

(Give bottom part to Editor/Membership Chair)
White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club
P.O. Box 3504
Show Low, AZ 85902

Membership Application
Date____________________
Type of Membership: Single ($15.00)_______ Family ($20.00)______

New________Renewal_________

Name:____________________________________________________________Phone #_____________________
(Please Print)
Address_____________________________________City_________________________State______Zip________
(Please Print)
E-mail Address__________________________________________________________________________________________
Would you like to receive club newsletter via email? _______
Would you like to receive club newsletter via snail-mail?______
Or both? ______
Optional: Date of Birth(s) (Year not necessary) __________________________

_________________________

(Name, Month, and Day)

(Name, Month, and Day)

As a club member, list any junior member(s) you would like to sponsor:
1.____________________________________________________Age__________________
Please Print
2.____________________________________________________Age__________________
Please Print
Seasonal Members: Please list alternate address and months of residency
Address_____________________________________________City___________________State_____Zip_______
Months__________________________________________________Phone________________________
Signature(s)__________________________________________________________________________Date_________________
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Nanz's Notes
Bonus Book
Let’s begin 2015 with the resolution to get into the
Bonus Book. This year it is not the “Red Book” but
instead a wild and crazy black and white zigzag you can’t
possibly miss. It’s easy to put your name down, with just
a little extra for Your Club. Try one or more of the simple ways:
Make a donation to any of; the door prize, the silent
auction, the 50/50 raffle, the Show raffle, the Year End
prize, the monthly meeting service supplies (plates, cups,
napkins, eating utensils - check with Nanz), go on a
field trip, give an educational presentation (schedule with
David Bingell), go to the schools, (must have prior arrangement talk to Bill Stalder), bring a guest (even better if they
become a member), distribute flyers &/or admission
discounts for our Show, work the Show, submit a picture
or article to the newsletter, etc. Basically anything above
and beyond attending the general meeting each month
will qualify for an entry into our Holiday Celebration and
Recognition next December. It’s fun, it’s easy, and it’s
rewarding!

Sunshine
I need help knowing who might enjoy a Sunshine Card
from the Club. If you know or hear of someone who is
sick, in the hospital, having some sort of medical treatment,
or therapy, or possibly going through a life altering
happenstance in their family, please give me a call. That’s
Nanz at 537-2524 (there is a machine so be sure to leave a
message if it comes on). Thanks for your help, I appreciate it!

Happy Valentines!!
Gems and Minerals can be yours and mine, just get out
there and make the time. With values from thousands to
one thin dime, come share the adventure, My Valentine.
Author- Nanz.
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Camp Verde Salt Mine
by Rose Fowers
Our February outing will include a visit to the Camp Verde Salt
Mine, which is one of the oldest known salt mines in the
United States. It is believed that the mine was likely worked
for salt as long as 2000 years ago by the Native Americans
that we call the Sinagua.
Geologically, the Camp Verde salt deposit can be traced
back to massive volcanic events some 13 million years ago.
That volcanic center was located about 12 miles southeast
of present day Camp Verde. During this time, much of central
Arizona was faulted into high ranges and deep basins.
The basin captured materials and water and held it like
a large lake. Periods of acute dryness led to the evaporation
of the super saline waters, and left behind the salt and
gypsum in layers within the Verde Valley sediments. Eventually,
the volcanic dam that blocked the southern end of
the valley eroded, and normal drainage was achieved.
The ridge penetrated by the ancient salt mine presents a
steep slope on the eastern side. On the west side, there
are water-worn igneous boulders under a layer of (in varying
thicknesses) yellowish, fine-grained, very sticky clay.
The “mother rock” of the exposures is, for the most part,
known as Natronite (sodium sulphate). Gypsum, common
in salt and clay, occur as impurities in the sodium sulphate.
The salt commonly occurs in small masses as Halite.
The Halite is as transparent as clear glass, with a blue
tint when seen in the sunlight. Glauberite crystals are
cube shaped, and are often found clumped together with
a coating of sticky clay. Aragonite, Calcite, “Clay”, Glauberite,
Gypsum, Halite, Mirabilite and Thenardite are the minerals
found at the site.
If you plan on going on the field trip, it is suggested you
take a spare set of shoes to wear at the mine, due to
the salt that will surely cover your shoes. Be aware that
many Native American artifacts have been found
in the site, and if you find something, please bring it to
the attention of the Trip Leader and leave it where you
find it. The artifacts are protected and should not be removed.
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2015 Tucson Gem & Mineral Show
by Karen Stokes, Editor
So I was fortunate enough to go with Blue T. to the Tucson Gem & Mineral Show this year. She had some dear friends that
lived there, and they were kind enough to open their house to us for a few days, so we would have a place to lay our weary heads.
One of them was a glass artist, which was right up my alley! I tell y'all what, I have NEVER seen such sights in my life!
This trip was at the top of my "Bucket List", and it was worth every dime I spent! I got several pieces of every rock
that I have been wanting! I came back with Fire Agate rough, dinosaur bone slabs, turquoise, Koroit Boulder Opal rough
and cabs, Mookite, Colorado Smokey Quartz, dug by the Prospector's lady herself, Amanda Adkins, and her hubby.
I even got an autograph! She was very gracious, and gave some really good prices on her dug gems. Blue & I got
some names, addresses, and web sites for more rocks and beads. By the time it was all said and done, I was down to
spending the month's bill-paying $. I want to go back again next year if I am still in Arizona. If y'all have never been, you NEED to go!

Glass Crystal Beads
@ $1 a strand
I went CRAZY!!
I came home with BAGS full!

More Beads!!

Mexican Fire Agate
Mexican Fire Opal?

Cuff bracelet with inset
Dinosaur Bone, non-dyed,
all natural colors. VERY PRICEY!!
Citrine?

Dinosaur Bone
Cabs

The biggest chunk of Amethyst
I have EVER seen!

Tabletop made from inset
Labradorite slabs.
I didn't touch, and didn't
want to know the price!

Some movie monster
made from car parts.
Scary sucker!

Amanda and her hubby
showing off their identical tats.

White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club
P.O. Box 3504
Show Low, Arizona 85902-3504

jewelry
emerald
agate
turquoise
pyrite
jasper
quartz
diamond
ruby
hematite
sapphire
tanzanite
opal
asteria
pearl
topaz
precious
value
polish
color
carat
rarity
beauty
fashion
luster

