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President’s Message
Happy Holidays Everyone!
We had a WONDERFUL holiday party at our regular meeting. I can't thank Kathy Amator and Nanz
Marshall enough for all their efforts to make it a success. You two are great party planners.
Also thanks to all the pot luck contributions -- there were lots of delicious dishes.
The decorations were terrific and set a fun atmosphere. Larry was responsible for a lot of that set up,
and he did a great job. I had no less than 4 members, (some long time members and some newer
members), come up to me to tell me how wonderful the party was, how much fun they were
having, and what a great group of people we have. All true, and we are grateful for the positive feedback.
Thank you Nanz, for providing plentiful and unique year end prizes, and thanks to all the people
who donated some of those unique things. The gift exchange was lots of fun too. We had so much going
on, it took up most of the afternoon. But I'm not complaining, as I was having a great time, and enjoyed
seeing other people enjoy themselves.
I'm glad we do our thing early in the month, as it puts us in the holiday spirit.
That being said... we are a Club that shares ideas... and there is always room for improvement.
So, if anyone has a suggestion for changes or improvements, please speak up at a meeting, or if
you are shy, e-mail or call one of the officers or board members to have them relay your
comments and suggestions. Many of us have been doing our jobs for a long time, but we are open
to new ideas or new pathways to accomplishing our goals.
In the meantime - I hope you all enjoy the delights of the Holiday Season!
Tonie

For All Rockhounds in the area!
Rock Talk is published monthly
by the White Mountain Gem &
Mineral Club, Inc. Any info/
comments that members wish
to have included in the monthly
newsletter must be turned in to
the editor at the general
membership meeting or call the
editor prior to the following
weekend after the meeting.

Membership Dues: $15 for a
single membership, and $20
for a couple/family. Dues are
due the 1st of January of every
calendar year along with a
completed application. If you
join in November of previous
year, your dues will be good
for all of the following year.

Meetings: 1st Sunday of the
month, (unless it falls on a
holiday), at the VFW Post
9907, 381 N. Central Ave,
Show Low, AZ. Turn north off
of the Deuce of Clubs at the
Burger King. Social half-hour
@ 1:00pm, meeting starts @
1:30pm. Bring snacks.
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Tonie MonDragon
(859) 338-2296

Show Chairman
Rick Olson
(928) 251-0949
walkaround@earthlink.net

Vice President
Nanz Marshal
(928) 537-2524
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Relations
Blue Thompson

Secretary
NEED A VOLUNTEER!

Librarian
Jackie Pfeifer

Treasurer
Larry Legge
(928) 537-2524

Education, Schools
and Libraries
NEED A VOLUNTEER!

Editor
Karen Stokes
(928) 229-0273
crystal_lover59@hotmail.com
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50/50 Raffle
Kathleen Varhol
(928) 368-9556

Field Trip Chairman
Rick Olson
(928) 251-0949
walkaround@earthlink.net
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Bill Stalder
(928) 368-4496

Board Members at Large
Ron Ginn
(480) 294-0731

Highway Clean-up
Brookie Embry
(928) 537-0760
Ruth King
(928) 337-2212

Sandra Angelo
(928) 537-3726
Rose Fowers
(928) 537-2195

Claim Filing
Tonie MonDragon
(859) 338-2296
Bonus Prizes
Nanz Marshal
(928) 537-2524
Historian
Jeannie Arneklev
(480) 213-4187
Coalition Contact
Ron Ginn
(480) 294-0731

Remember
Our Fallen.
Veterans Do.

Sunshine
Nanz Marshall
(928) 537-2524
Web Master and
Membership Chair
Ron Ginn
(480) 294-0731
wginn3@gmail.com
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Birthdays

December
4 - Nancy Frampton
9 - Laurie Jonas
12 - Loren Wright

January
4 - Mark Holmstrom

Happy Birthday, Y'all ! !
May You have Many More ! !
December Days of Interest
1 - World AIDS Awareness Day
3 - Nat'l Roof Over Your Head Day
5 - Bathtub Party Day
6 - Put On Your Own Shoes Day
7 - Pearl Harbor Day
8 - Immaculate Conception
8 - Take It In The Ear Day
10 - Human Rights Day
12 - National Ding-A-Ling Day
15 - Bill of Rights Day
16 - Hanukkah Begins
17 - World Peace Day
18 - National Roast Suckling Pig Day
21 - Winter Solstice
21 - Humbug Day
24 - National Chocolate Day (YEAH!!)
25 - Christmas Day
26 - Boxing Day
27 - St. John Day
30 - National Bicarbonate of Soda Day
31 - Make Up Your Mind Day
31 - New Year's Eve
Our next meeting is
Sunday, January 4.
Members whose last name
begins A-H, please
bring snacks.
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General Membership Meeting
December 7, 2014
The December 2014 meeting was called to order by
President Tonie Mondragon at 1:30 p.m. There was
a motion and second to approve the November minutes
as published in Rock Talk, and the vote was
unanimous. There were about 50 hungry members
present, so Officer and Board reports were postponed
until January. There was a motion and second to
close the meeting and begin the buffet. The vote
was unanimous, judging by the number of people with
plates and utensils in their hands.
Respectfully submitted,
Tonie MonDragon, Secretary Pro Tem

Fieldtrip Tidbits
Our last trip to the Jones Pit mine was
a success. All those that went had a
good time, and were able to bring home
lots of specimens.
This trip reminded me that we have
to make sure we have emergency supplies
in our vehicles for such trips as this.
What is recommended to carry;
1) First Aid Kit
2) Jumper Cables
3) Road flares and/or reflector triangles
4) Blanket
5) Water
6) Cell phone

Evolution
of a
Geologist
Submitted by
Tonie MonDragon

It is good to have your vehicle inspected
to make sure the belts, hoses, fluid
levels are all good. With the cold weather
coming in, it is always good to have
your battery checked to make sure it
is still reliable. Stores like Autozone or
Advanced Auto will do free battery checks
in the vehicle, and make sure your
charging system is in good shape. When
on a field trip, make sure you have
good boots or shoes for walking over
uneven ground.
Rick

Dues are Due!!
The yearly Membership application
can be found on page 7.
You can mail it in, or bring it to the next
meeting and give to Larry with your dues.
"Just Around The Corner"
When speaking of Arizona, anything within 100 miles might be
described as “just around the corner”. Considering that Holbrook is
less than an hour away for many of us, our last official field trip for
2014 was a real eye opener. Within the boundaries of the Holbrook
Golf Course is the Hidden Cove Park.
Comprised of a multitude of boulders in a wide assortment of
shapes, lies a park filled with over 300 petroglyphs and rock art.
Developed by the city of Holbrook, this park also contains the
remains of the Zuck Ranch, and a multitude of wetlands, that provide
shelter and habitat for an assortment of birds, mammals and reptiles.
Our guide, Mike, a native of Holbrook, met us in the parking lot of the
golf course. After a brief introduction regarding the park, Mike
led our group of 9 members and one guest to the parking area at the
base of the outcroppings that have a couple of ramadas with picnic
tables to enjoy the minimal amount of shade. As the temperatures
were in the mid-40’s, shade was not necessary on this day. Right
from the start of our tour, numerous figurines and shapes could be
made out in the rocks above. Though the trail was rough and narrow,
this did not seem to hamper the majority of the group, as we made
our way to the top and followed the story line, or that was the idea
behind the dots that led from one petroglyph to another.
Being part of a club that does a lot of collecting, it was wonderful to
listen to Mike talk about the multitude of art before us, the steps that
are being taken to safeguard them, and to also look deeper within the
rock to other art that though faded, could still be made out once the
eye could be trained to see them. Our own Rose also discovered
ancient fossil footprints that had not been identified previously. As it
turns out, the city is in the process of developing the park so that
everyone might enjoy the surroundings on a daily basis, and with that
in mind, our club will be looking to assist them in preserving this
wonderful park.
Following our tour we enjoyed lunch at Romo’s in Holbrook before
heading to Woodruff for Selenite and Petrified Wood collecting.
I want to thank everyone who took part in one or more of the outings
that we had this year, and look forward to sharing new experiences
and memories with new and rewarding trips to come in 2015.
Rick Olson, your Field Trip Coordinator
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Peridots in January
We have been invited back to Steven Joey's Peridot claim in San Carlos in 2015. The date
is Saturday, January 17th, and we will rendezvous with Steven at the Basha's grocery
store in San Carlos at 10 am. Basha's is located on Rte. 70, and west of the San Carlos River
bridge.
The fee to collect is $35/person, but if we have 15 or more people, the rate will be lowered
to $30 per person. There is also a charge of $10 per vehicle entering Reservation property.
I recommend that we carpool from the Basha's, and considering that there is a limit of
7 pounds of Peridot per person, there should be room for 4-5 people per vehicle.
If interested, I will need advance notice so that I can have enough Waiver Forms available,
as each person attending will need to fill out a form. I can be reached at
walkaround@earthlink.net, or call me at 928-251-0949.
Rick Olson, WMGMC Field Trip Coordinator
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WMG & MC Christmas Party, December 2014

A GREAT time was had by
all, with good food and
good fellowship. Lovely
gifts were acquired by all.
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Show Dates

January 2015
January 9-11, Mesa, AZ
Annual show; Flagg Mineral Foundation
Mesa Community College; 1833 W Southern Avenue;
Daily 9:00am-5:00pm; Free
43rd Annual Flagg Gem and Mineral Show. Jan 9-11 at Mesa Community College southwest parking lot. Corner of Dobson Road and
US 60. Free admission and parking. Free activities for kids.
Contact Dana Slaughter, 2952 E Silverbell Road, San Tan Valley,
AZ 85143, (602) 312-9791;
e-mail: dsminerals@aol.com; Web site: flaggshow.info
January 16-18, Globe, AZ
58th Annual Show; Gila County Gem & Mineral Society, Gila
County Fairgrounds; 3 miles northeast of junction U.S. 60; Fri. 9-5;
adults $3, students and children free
Contact Jodi Brewster, (623) 810-9780
Web site: gilagem.com
Jan 29 - Feb 15, Tucson, AZ
Wholesale and retail show; Eons Expos, 22nd Street Mega-Tent;
600 W. 22nd St.; Daily 9-6; free admission;
Contact Heather Grana, 235 First St., Keyport, NJ 07735
e-mail: Heather@EonsExpos.com
Web site: www.EonsExpos.com
Jan 29 - Feb 15, Tucson, AZ
Annual show; Marana Miner's Co-op, The Rock Show; 6107 N.
Travel Center Dr.; Daily 9-6, free admission
contact Rachel Ford-Dingfield, (720) 495-8362
e-mail: kaipuravida@gmail.com
Web site: http://tucsonrockgemmineralshow.com/
Jan 31- Feb 14, Tucson, AZ
Martin Zinn Expositions, Hotel Tucson City Center/Inn Suites
475 N. Granada Ave; Daily 10:00 am-6:00 pm; Admission Free;
Contact Regina Aumente, PO Box 665, Bernalillo, NM 87004, (505)
867-0425
e-mail: mzexpos@gmail.com; Web site: www.mzexpos.com
Jan 31- Feb 14, Tucson, AZ
Martin Zinn Expositions, LLC, & Mineral & Fossil Marketplac.
1333 N Oracle & Ramada Ltd; 665 N Freeway
Daily 10 am-6 pm; Admission Free;
Contact Regina Aumente, PO Box 665, Bernalillo, NM 87004
(505) 867-0425; e-mail: mzexpos@gmail.com
Web site: www.mzexpos.com
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Planned Club Field Trips for 2015
January - Gila Show with Peridot & Onyx collection option
February - Camp Verde Salt Mines & Agate
March - Canyon de Chelly & Hubble Trading Post
April - Bandera Volcano & ice caves
May - Annual Show
June - Forest Lake - fossils
July - Claims
August - Chocolate Falls, Leupp for obsidian
September - Magdelena & Socorro
October - Swap meet with other clubs
November - Back side of St. Johns Landfill

Apache Tears in New Mexico
There are numerous places throughout the west where one
can find the variety of Obsidian known as Apache Tears, yet
our week day outings for November concentrated on one area
off of the Bill Knight Gap Road, which is located about 10
miles south of Rte. 60 near Red Hill. We had one group in
early November that consisted of Larry, Nanz, Ginger, John,
Rose and myself. Our other group of Fran, Jackie, Karen D.,
Judy, Rose and myself went back at the end of the month.
Though the trail to the site has a couple of rough areas,
mainly crossing the top of the rocky ridge, and some deep
ruts from high-clearance vehicles, the views make up for these
inconveniences.
Especially after stopping at the first
collecting area, which has the obsidian all over and in sizes
ranging from pea to golf ball size. It wasn’t long till bags and
buckets were filling up. But Larry said he knew of a spot only
½ mile away where the pieces were larger and shinier. Well, it
wasn’t long till we headed to this second spot, where no one
was disappointed. Even seeing wolf prints and scat didn’t
seem to bother anyone, though most everyone did stay closer
to their vehicles.
This site was originally drawn up by a past member,
Eunice McQuiston, who led this club on many a field trip
in the early days of this club. We thank her for the many
maps she generated, that have led us to such wonderful
collecting sites.
Rick Olson, Field Trip Chairman
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(Give top part to Treasurer)

Membership Cards ______Name Badges _______Newsletter (check one ) Snail-mail______Email____ or Both______
E-mail address:__________________________________________________________________________
WMG&MC membership application: New_____ Renewal_____

Date:__________________________

Name______________________________________________________Phone:____________________________
(Please Print)
Address________________________________City________________________________State____Zip________
Type of Membership:

Single ($15.00)___________ Family ($20.00)__________ Cash______ or Check______

(Give bottom part to Editor/Membership Chair)
White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club
P.O. Box 3504
Show Low, AZ 85902

Membership Application
Date____________________
Type of Membership: Single ($15.00)_______ Family ($20.00)______

New________Renewal_________

Name:____________________________________________________________Phone #_____________________
(Please Print)
Address_____________________________________City_________________________State______Zip________
(Please Print)
E-mail Address__________________________________________________________________________________________
Would you like to receive club newsletter via email? _______
Would you like to receive club newsletter via snail-mail?______
Or both? ______
Optional: Date of Birth(s) (Year not necessary) __________________________

_________________________

(Name, Month, and Day)

(Name, Month, and Day)

As a club member, list any junior member(s) you would like to sponsor:
1.____________________________________________________Age__________________
Please Print
2.____________________________________________________Age__________________
Please Print
Seasonal Members: Please list alternate address and months of residency
Address_____________________________________________City___________________State_____Zip_______
Months__________________________________________________Phone________________________
Signature(s)__________________________________________________________________________Date_________________
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A Haunted Hotel in Globe
By Karen Stokes, Editor
So for those of you who know me well, you know I am up for just about ANYTHING! (almost). So this nurse friend of mine
decided that we would be taking a couple days off and go down to Globe to "dig some dirt", in her words. You see, I have
created a MONSTER! Several months ago, I showed her some crystals from the claims, and some of my gold dust I had panned
out, and "the fat was in the fire!" She got all enthusiastic, bought herself a gold pan set, and a metal detector, and went to town.
She even had the detector shipped to her mom's house up North, (Pennsylvania, I think), so she could detect up there while on vacation.
Anyway, she got to looking at Arizona Ghost Towns, and found out there were haunted hotels in Globe. Wouldn't nothing do
her but we had to go spend a night at one of the haunted hotels. I informed her right quick that if some durn ghost bothered
my sleep, there was gonna be hot lead passed around! She STILL wanted to go, so off we went. I was NOT enthused over
this trip, unlike the usual, but I was the tail wagging this dog. She had found an old school house that had been turned into
a Bed & Breakfast inn, The Noftsger Hill Inn. Former Arizona Governor Rose Mofford attended school there, back in the day.
We got to the hotel, after stopping off at my favorite Rock Shop, and my jaw dropped in AWE at all the antique furniture in this
old school house! The antiques displayed there were UNBELIVABLE! I fell in LOVE. I immediately didn't care about any ghosts!
I ain't afraid of no ghost! We even got to see the one-of-a-kind Rose Mofford bear that is on display.
We spent an enjoyable afternoon, evening, and were not bothered by a ghost, or anything else. The next morning we were fed
a full fantastic breakfast, enough for a pack of cowboys. We both took multiple pictures, and vowed to go back.
I f any of y'all are interested in visiting and perhaps staying a night or two, the Inn has a website, and history, rates, and
directions are all on the site. Any of you who are a fiend for antiques, y'all have GOT to see this place. It literally made me drool
all over myself! Plus, you have the added bonus of being able to hit the Rock Shop, and meander over to the Pickle Barrel
Trading Post, which has the BIGGEST collection of Southwestern décor and Native American crafts I have EVER seen. This place
is a HUGE warehouse just FULL of stuff! Y'all need to take a trip, don't you?

Governor Mofford's
Bear

Old school room
converted into a
bedroom, with old
blackboard still in place

The main seating area

Antique piano, and walking
sticks made by the owner

Another old school room
converted into a bedroom
Antique display case in
dining room

Dining room

Fireplace mantel and
another main seating
area

Dining room
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Collecting in the Mohave Desert
by
Rick Olsen, Field Trip Chairman
This year for my extended vacation, I decided to explore the Mohave
Desert in depth. Though I have ventured into the desert in years past,
this year I planned to explore most of the collecting sites in more
detail. Though this almost turned-out to be a disaster, as old Rte. 66
was closed due to road damage at 3 bridge crossings. Fortunately,
with a jeep that has 4-wheel drive this only meant that cross-country
travel would be the norm, which is the way I like it.
My first stop on this journey took me into the southern portion of the
desert, and the Hauser Geode Beds. Located south of I-10 and off of
the Wiley Wells Road, the route to this well-known site is well-marked,
considering how far off the beaten track it is. But as I approached the
area, I passed a small group that seemed to be lost and wandering.
On our second pass-by, I asked them if they needed assistance, and
being the determined rockhounds that they were, I soon found out
that we were all looking for the same thing. As I indicated that they
were at one of the many collecting sites, I gave them pointers about
the area they were in, and also pointed to where the better “beds”
were. Before long we were exchanging names, addresses and emails,
and looking forward to meeting again. Well, I finally made it to the
main collecting area, and started looking in washes before digging
around older collecting spots. Within 30 minutes I had enough potential specimens to check other sites before the day ended.
Note: Travelling in this part of the world is like travelling in most
areas of the West, don’t expect to get anywhere quickly. The roads
are generally not as good as one might hope for.
I got to the Bradshaw Trail, which is the main route through the
southern desert, and attempted to make it to the Chuckwalla Spring
and Well areas for Geodes, Agates and Chalcedony. There is a sign
at the beginning of the Bradshaw Trail that says that 4-wheel drive is
recommended. I can verify that if it weren’t for the 4-wheel drive I
would probably still be out there. Though the state does get out
from time-to-time to grade certain portions, the washes can still have
up to two feet of loose sand in them and some of the washes are 100
yards long. Well, I got to each of the collecting areas and each was
CLOSED. Imagine my dismay, as here I was in an area over 20 miles
from civilization, and collecting sites were closed. Apparently the
Desert Tortoise uses these wet areas during dry periods to survive.
The nerve!
Fortunately, there were so many other spots to explore in the week to
come. Before that was to happen, I needed to run to the Los Angeles
area, and attend the Opal Show, and talk with dealers about marketing
their goods at our show. I am hoping that was a success, as I was
headed to Barstow the next day to replenish my supplies for the next
phase of the trip.
My first stop was at Afton Canyon, which is about 30 miles from
Barstow off of I-15. Though I had been here before, the wealth of
agates, calcite and associated minerals was going to be a lot of fun.
And as there is a nice campground just minutes from the collecting
sites, it meant for a pleasant stay. Though I must admit that I never
used enough bug repellant, as the little biters took their toll on my
legs and arms. The only other drawback was that the best material
was on top of the hills, and though downhill all the way to the
campsite, that seemed to be the only plus at the time. Once evening
came though, I brought out the Black Light, and discovered more
treasure from the specimens I had found. This canyon is regarded as
one of the more scenic areas of the desert, and it is worth your
time to spend at least a couple of days here.
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From Afton, I started back towards Barstow, but stopped first at the
Alvord Mountains, an abandoned gold mine that promised a wealth of
minerals. Obviously it would take lots of time, because all that I
found of worth was blue and white Calcite, though they were well
worth it as they fluoresce nicely. The next stop was to see the
Calico Early Man site and collect Agate near the town of Yermo.
Unfortunately, the Early Man site is open on weekends only.
Fortunately, collecting agate can occur anytime. With a wide variety
and nice-size chunks, this proved to be well-worth the trip. Also in
this same area, but a couple miles west and into the Calico Mountains, is Chalcedony in a variety of colors and Petrified Palm Wood.
Soon I was back in Barstow, and decided a night of hotel stay was in
order to replenish supplies and clean-up before going to another
area, where I would spend another 4 nights in the desert. After
a refreshing night, I was off to the Trilobite Beds located in the
southern edge of the Marble Mountains, not far from the farming
district of Cadiz and historic Route 66. California puts out some
nice Topographic Maps that among other indicators, also talk about
collecting sites, and how to get to them. Considering how remote
some of the locations are, these maps are really handy. Once I found
the location indicated on the map and a good parking spot, it was an
easy hike to the Trilobites, as a trail led up a steep, but manageable
route to the fossils, especially as they are in a shale vein that is just
60-feet thick. It is such a thrill to break a slice of shale, and come
out with a fully intact specimen. Seeing these 550-million year old
creatures, who were some of the first animals to roam the oceans in
the early stages of life on this planet is quite the wonder to behold.
As the road leading east was listed as being closed, I had the fortune
to follow a well-maintained road that was alongside of railroad tracks
that led to the next collecting site near the ghost town of Danby.
Just 1-1/2 miles from the rail road and 100 yards from a trail leading
north and south, is a sandy hill that one can find an almost unlimited
supply of Opalite. Though not having the iridescent qualities of opal,
Opalite with its orange to clear color and smooth feel make this a
prized specimen in collections. As small pieces could be found in
washes, on top of dig piles and around ant hills, it didn’t take long
before I had enough to fill a gallon-size bag. Then I found a seam with
chunks the size of a large orange. Well, I had brought my digging
tools, but after looking around and seeing all the Opalite that was
scattered about, this idea of digging was uncalled for. So after 3
hours, I had more than enough of this mineral, and decided it was
time to find another area.
This time I headed north from the town of Chambless, which is off of
Route 66, and back into the Marble Mountains. This area had the
roughest trail to negotiate, but the widest range of minerals. Epidote
was the first mineral to be noticed with its bright green color, next
was the blades of Hematite that could be found in chunks of Epidote
or by themselves. There are also nice Quartz and Calcite specimens
in the tailings. And then there is the Garnet. Nice crystals of red and
brown massed together in a small mountain with chunks that needed
little else but to bend over and pick them up.
It was here that the jeep was well-weighted down, and so for the next
day I just drove through the desert north and east of Joshua Tree
National Park, till I made it back to I-10. The eastern and northern
portions of this great desert were going to have to wait for
another time, when I have a week or two to explore, and marvel at the
treasures that I may find there.
Rick Olson, Field Trip Chairman
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P.O. Box 3504
Show Low, Arizona 85902-3504

