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President’s Message
P.A.S.S.I.O.N. There are many things in life that will capture your eye, but very few
will capture your heart. These are the ones to pursue. These are the ones worth keeping.
Rose, at the meeting, asked me if there was any reason why I wouldn't continue as
President. I hope I expressed my passion for this Club and the hobby. My late
husband and I started this Club, and I will do anything within my power to keep it
a happy, friendly, educational, and safe place to be. That is MY passion.
I can tell you it all started at a Gem show, in Hayward, California. I literally fell
in love with the exhibit on how to make a cab, from a chunk of rough, to a slab,
to a preform, to grinding and sanding, to polishing and the beautiful end result.
I am the first to admit I am mechanically challenged, and have trouble putting water
in my iron. But that display just clicked, and I thought it was something I could
possibly do. I joined the Club and with the guidance of their members, in their
workshop, I created my first Brazilian agate cab.
The people of the Castro Valley Gem & Mineral Club were so friendly, helpful, generous,
and knowledgeable. They enabled me to develop my passion. After we moved to
Show Low, I wanted a Club just like that.
We have grown to be all that and so much more. I am sure you all have a story
similar to mine about how you got started in this hobby. I would love to hear it.
Maybe the Christmas Party on December 7th would be a good time to share your story.
Passionately yours, Tonie

For All Rockhounds in the area!
Rock Talk is published monthly
by the White Mountain Gem &
Mineral Club, Inc. Any info/
comments that members wish
to have included in the monthly
newsletter must be turned in to
the editor at the general
membership meeting or call the
editor prior to the following
weekend after the meeting.

Membership Dues: $15 for a
single membership, and $20
for a couple/family. Dues are
due the 1st of January of every
calendar year along with a
completed application. If you
join in November of previous
year, your dues will be good
for all of the following year.

Meetings: 1st Sunday of the
month, (unless it falls on a
holiday), at the VFW Post
9907, 381 N. Central Ave,
Show Low, AZ. Turn north off
of the Deuce of Clubs at the
Burger King. Social half-hour
@ 1:00pm, meeting starts @
1:30pm. Bring snacks.
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Elected Officers
and Volunteers

Volunteer Positions

President
Tonie MonDragon
(859) 338-2296

Show Chairman
Rick Olson
(928) 251-0949
walkaround@earthlink.net

Vice President
Nanz Marshal
(928) 537-2524

Advertise & Public
Relations
Blue Thompson

Secretary
NEED A VOLUNTEER!

Librarian
Jackie Pfeifer

Treasurer
Larry Legge
(928) 537-2524

Education, Schools
and Libraries
NEED A VOLUNTEER!

Editor
Karen Stokes
(928) 229-0273
crystal_lover59@hotmail.com

Greeter, Door Prizes,
50/50 Raffle
Kathleen Varhol
(928) 368-9556

Field Trip Chairman
Rick Olson
(928) 251-0949
walkaround@earthlink.net

Auctioneer
Bill Stalder
(928) 368-4496

Board Members at Large
Ron Ginn
(480) 294-0731

Highway Clean-up
Brookie Embry
(928) 537-0760
Ruth King
(928) 337-2212

Sandra Angelo
(928) 537-3726
Rose Fowers
(928) 537-2195

Claim Filing
Tonie MonDragon
(859) 338-2296
Bonus Prizes
Nanz Marshal
(928) 537-2524
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Birthdays

October
5 - Valerie Holmstrom
25 - Valerie Pickett

November
2 - Stephanie Curtis
7 - Dave Morrow

Happy Birthday, Y'all ! !
May You have Many More ! !
October Days of Interest
1 - World Vegitarian Day
9 - Sukkot
13 - Columbus Day
16 - Shemini Atzeret
17 - Simchat Torah
18 - St. Luke
22 - National Nut Day
24 - United Nations Day
26 - Summer Time ends
28 - St. Simon/St. Jude
31 - Halloween

Historian
Jeannie Arneklev
(480) 213-4187
Coalition Contact
Ron Ginn
(480) 294-0731

Remember
Our Fallen.
Veterans Do.

Sunshine
Nanz Marshall
(928) 537-2524
Web Master and
Membership Chair
Ron Ginn
(480) 294-0731
wginn3@gmail.com

Our next meeting is
Sunday, Nov 2.
Members who’s name
begins with A-H,
please bring snacks.
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General Membership Meeting
October 5, 2014
The General Meeting of the White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club
was called to order at 1:20 pm, October 5, 2014, by President
Tonie MonDragon.
Charlene Bingell is Acting Secretary
today. The members greeted Sue Sisson from the Show Low
Historical Museum for her return visit.
A motion to approve the minutes as published was made
by Nanz Marshall, and seconded by Peggy Lancaster and
approved by vote. There was one comment about content
in the Bulletin. The President's report was the reading
of job descriptions for the elected officers and volunteer
positions, and the suggestion to think about working in
these positions when we develop our ballot later in the
meeting. Upcoming shows and the Symposium in Socorro
were mentioned. Vice President Nanz reported on the science
kits available, and referred us to the current Rock & Gem
Magazine for its articles on agates and San Carlos peridot.
She also reminded us to sign in the "red book" for our activities
with the Club. Larry Legge gave the Treasurer's report.
Editor Karen Stokes spoke about her recent trip to California,
and asked for stories and pictures from others for the
newsletters. Rose mentioned that the Dinosaur Museum
was open parts of weekends, and Ruth suggested they post their
schedule of open hours on the door. Rick Olson reported
on the fieldtrip he had just led to SE Arizona, and on
upcoming plans for trips in 2015, as well as his forthcoming
trip to the Opal show, and how he hoped to get a vendor
for our show.
Rick would also like to get a traveling
exhibit from the Dinosaur Museum for our 2015 Show. Rick's
full report as well as directions and information on this
month's trip is in this newsletter.
Nanz reiterated the
need for egg cartons, and flats of stones for the children's
activities at the Show. David suggested a trip to the
Grand Canyon, and a stop at a new rock shop, where some
of our members could possibly help identify some of
their inventory. Karen suggested a trip to Slaughter Mountain
for fire agate. She knows someone who knows someone.
Tonie suggested a group trip to the Dinosaur Museum.
Rick said we could go back to San Carlos for peridot in
January, and we should think about an overnight trip
later in the year to Wickenburg or Jerome. Give him your ideas.
Under Old Business, Nanz mentioned the Christmas Party and
Kathy Amator offered to take charge of the sign-up for pot
luck dishes so we have some variety. Under new business,
Tonie accepted nominations. There is a ballot posted in
this newsletter. You need to bring your ballot, or mail it for
the next meeting on November 2. Also under New Business,
Tonie invited the officers and board, and interested members
to a planning meeting at her home 10/11/14 at noon, to
get a jump on our activities for 2015. Also she asked those
with budgets to bring or give her preliminary figures. The
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planning meeting will be followed at 2pm with a Thirty-one
bags home party as a fundraiser for the Club.
A short break was taken, and the meeting resumed at
3:07pm.
Nanz proceeded with a very interesting talk
and discussion on geodes, and provided many samples of
different material and shapes geodes come in, as well
as explaining the difference between a geode and a nodule.
Rose shared the educational program agenda with a talk
about fossils, and how Arizona was completely submerged at
one time and the different fossils found at different ancient
sea levels.
There being no further business, the drawings were held, with
Billy Schultz and Larry Embry winning the door prizes, Larry
Legge winning the 50/50, and Loren Wright, Tonie, Bill Stalder
and Charlene winning additional prizes.
A motion made by John Mierzwik, seconded by Karen, and
the meeting was adjourned at 3:27pm, with the silent
auction to close 3 minutes later.
Respectfully submitted, Charlene Bingell
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August 2014
WMG & MC Meet & Greet
at the
Lakeside Nature Center

October Coalition trip
Saturday, October 25th, 2014
sponsored by
Payson Rimstones Rock Club

On August 30th at the Lakeside Nature Center on
Woodland Road, 7 friendly Club members held a
"Meet-&-Greet" with the community and interested
visitors. At 9am, Larry erected our pop-up with one side
sheet for shade, and our Club sign was hung at
the back, with one of our tables centered towards
the front. Rose and Nanz set up the "Watch for Rocks"
sign, and covered the table with a bright red tablecloth
for visibility. Numerous pages of games, projects, and
information were strategically placed on the table for
general interest. Some clever person selected some
beautiful stones to hold down the informational papers
so they wouldn't grow wings and fly away in the
breeze. There were also give-aways for the kids of
pencils, stickers, and three flat boxes of
stones. Our table had the ideal spot as the first
one inside the entrance, so folks, especially the kids,
came by us first, and then many returned again before
leaving. Bill and Linda Stalder, President Tonie,
and Sandra Angelo came by to help, which gave the
initial first 3 volunteer club members a chance to
eat at the food tent, and/or visit the other booths
at the Science Fair. There were a couple of tents
devoted to wildlife, and they had amazing creatures,
like the white Arctic wolf, a young and old desert
tortoise, box turtles, BIG and little snakes, BIG and little
lizards, cockroaches (yeah, that’s right), and several
impressive birds that were encouraged to give voice
to their calls. It was really thrilling and fascinating.

Location...just north of Payson, for "Shoofly" agate.
Barry Jones and Pat Velasco went hiking and found
a new location for agate. This "Shoofly" agate is
great for cabbing, cutting, and tumbling.

If you missed it this year, come next year. We were able
to talk to over 150 people. Some were educators that
want Bill and Linda to come to their school, some
were families that bragged about their kids interests
and collecting habits, some were other exhibitors who
had heard about our booth, and the Fair coordinator
complimented us and invited us back next year. One
woman spent several minutes talking to Larry about
our Show’s activity room and remembered him
as being there. O-o-o-h. It was a beautiful day and
a good time was had by ll!
Submitted by Nanz Marshal

We will meet at 9am at the Basha's parking between
Basha's and Taco Bell in Payson. We will leave
there at 9:15 to travel to the location.
Pat has done a detailed memo that I will hand out at
Basha's. High clearance is needed, as it is rough
after the Houston Mesa road for a short distance.
We will be driving into the Childress Stock Tank
area. There is lovely material all around the tank.
The area is easy walking.
Remember to bring lots of water,snacks, hats, long
sleeve shirts, gloves. Watch out for snakes at all
times. They are NOT your friends! Bring chairs for
catching up with old friends.
WEAR your club name badges - meet new friends.
Any questions call Lynne Wheeler 928-978-4062
Following our joining the Payson Rimstones on
the Coalition Field Trip for October, our club will
continue north on SR 199 to its intersection with
the Control Road. There, we will turn right and go
approximately 1 mile to an area where fossil Coral
and Geodes can be found. Don't forget to bring
sunscreen, snacks and a positive attitude. If you
have any questions or need further directions,
please call Rick Olson at 928-251-0949, or email to:
walkaround@earthlink.net.

"Shoofly
Agate"
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Fundraiser for the Club
Club members and friends joined President
Tonie for a Club fundraiser at her home, right after
the scheduled Board meeting on October 11. Tonie
hosted a Thirty-one Bags home party, and the
hostess credit from sales will be turned into items
for the year end Bonus Prizes. Thirty-one Bags are
soft goods such as tote bags, car organizers,
thermal lunch bags and casserole carry totes,
closet organizers, purses, wallets, backpacks, and
much more. Lots of sample bags were displayed.
A number of club members and friends showed up,
catalogs were perused, and orders were taken.
Prices ran from $10 to $90. If you didn't make
it to the party and want to check out the bags,
or make an order, you can visit the following web
address:

Nanz's Geode Collection

www.mythirtyone.com/decross
Then click on "Order Once with Gail DeCross" Then
go to My Scheduled Parties. You will see "Tonie's
Rockers" and "Shop Now". Click on "Show Now"
and have fun! Those catalog orders will be included
in whatever hostess credit we accumulate.
Gourmet refreshments were served, and a fun time
was had by all!

One of Fran & Jackie's
collection
Success is often the result
of a misstep
in the right direction.
Submitted by Nanz
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Show Dates
October 10-12 - Buckeye, AZ
Annual show; West Valley Rock & Mineral Club
Helzapoppin Rodeo grounds; 802 N. 1st St., Miller Fri. 9-4, Sat. 9-4,
Sun. 9-4; adults $3, children (under 12) free
contact Larry Tracey, PO Box 1425, Buckeye, AZ 85326, (623) 2083230; e-mail: larry@youth4youth.org
Web site: www.westvalleyrockandmineralclub.com
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WMG&MC Field Trips for 2014
Oct 25 - Control Road for Fossils & Geodes
Nov 22 - Petroglyph Park
Dec 7 - Christmas Supper

October 11-12 - Sierra Vista, AZ
40th Annual Show; Huachuca Mineral & Gem Club
Cochise College; 901 N. Colombo Ave.
Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4; free admission
contact Maudie Bailey, 5035 S. San Carlos Ave., Sierra Vista, AZ
85650, (520) 378-6291 or (520) 249-1541
e-mail: gmbailey@msn.com
Web site: huachucamineralandgemclub.info

BEAD ALERT!

November 8-9 - Lake Havasu City, AZ
Annual show; Lake Havasu Gem & Mineral Society
Lake Havasu Community Center; 100 Park Ave.
Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-4; adults $2, children (under 12) free
contact Sue Kirk, 1100 Pueblo Dr., Lake Havasu City, AZ 86406,
(928) 302-1531 e-mail: macsuzy@mac.com

There is still time to sign on for the Bead Show in
Albuquerque, NM in November. The rooms are
rented, and we are going. We will all be getting
our "BEAD FACE" on at the State Fairgrounds. If
you are interested, contact Tonie for details. This
is almost the "Last Call for Alcohol" notice.

November 15-16 - Payson, AZ
Annual show; Payson Rimstones Rock Club
Mazatzal Hotel & Casino Event Center; Hwy. 87, at Mile Marker 251
Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4; adults $2, children (under 12) free
contact Margaret Jones, PO Box 884, Pine, AZ 85544
(928) 970-0857; e-mail: margieaberry@gmail.com
November 22-23, Apache Junction, AZ
Annual Fall Rock & Gem Show
Apache Junction High School, 2525 S. Ironwood Drive
Route 60 Freeway, Exit 195
Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4; Adults $3, ($2.50 with coupon), students $1
with student ID, children 12 & under - free
School is North of freeway, park in the lot off of Southern
& Ironwood (just East of Ironwood on Southern)

Albuquerque, NM Bead Renaissance Show
Show Dates: Nov 14 - Nov 16, 2014
Location: Albuquerque, NM
Albuquerque Bead Renaissance Show Friday & Saturday
10 to 6, Sunday 10 to 5 New Mexico State Fair Grounds
300 San Pedro Dr NE Albuquerque, New Mexico
More Info: www.beadshow.com

November field trip notice
For our last field trip of 2014, we will tour the
Holbrook Petroglyph Park in the morning, and
search for Petrified Wood in the Woodruff
area in the afternoon. I'll have more details at the
November meeting on Nov. 2nd.
Rick Olson

If you have any pictures or an
article for the newsletter, send it to
me, Karen Stokes, Editor, at:
crystal_lover59@hotmail.com.
I will be sure to include it in the next
newsletter.
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Our Weekend In Southern Arizona
With sunny skies in the morning and clouds developing in mid-afternoon, temperatures hovered near 80 degrees during our weekend outing to southern Arizona this year. The day was what one might say as “pleasant”. Only one drawback, and that was due to all the rain that
southern Arizona has experienced with this year’s monsoon season. Most rivers were still running, and many back roads were either
washed out or impassible due to high water.
Still, this did not dampen the spirits of our group of 4 who made the journey south. Our first outing on Friday, the 26 th, had us wandering
north of San Simon in an effort to find Orange Butte and Joy Valley for Fire Agate. We had to take this route due to the San Simon River
being much higher than expected. Unfortunately, after two plus hours of some rough back country trails, we decided to head back to civilization and fuel depots. There is a reason not many gem guides mention the Joy Valley locality, because of its remoteness and the rough
trails getting there. Considering it is just across the mountain range from where Round Mountain is, most of us will agree that this is a much
easier site to get to. That night we enjoyed dinner at Big Tex BBQ, which is at an old Dining Car in historic Willcox.
Saturday, the 27th, was much more productive, as we headed south towards the town of Pearce. There, we joined Hall Stewart, a geologist
who is in the process of working a small mountain for it’s gold and silver. It also contains Amethyst, which Mr. Stewart directed us to, after
giving a brief history and geologic background of the area. After we had filled our buckets with Amethyst, Mr. Stewart took us to another
area where Fluorite was lying all over the ground. None of the pieces were large, but the colors and quantity made up for that flaw. We finished at those sites by noon, and were off to explore ghost towns and other collecting sites.
On Sunday, the 28th, we decided to go back to some of the old mining sites south of Pearce, and near the old ghost town of Cortland. It was
here that Fran and John decided to explore the area with their metal detectors. After finding some minor items, Fran offered to show John
how to dry pan. With the first little bit of sand that Fran brought out of a wash he was able to show John little bits of Gold that was so easy
to find, using the proper technique. From there, I took the group to an old mining area where we found Bornite, Pyrite, Azurite, Malachite,
and Chrysocolla. And on my way back home, I stopped in an area near the Chiricahua National Monument to collect Calcite, Willimite,
Sphalerite and Scheelite. All of these fluoresce, of course.
Well, aside from Jackie taking a minor fall, and a wild goose chase on Friday, the weekend was a success. For those who were not able to
make it, you should try to make the effort. The scenery and exploring available is non-ending.
Rick Olson

Some of John Mierzwik's fossil fish collection
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Plywood Tables for Sale
Apache Junction Rock & Gem Club

Annual Fall Rock & Gem Show
November 22 & 23, 2014
Saturday - 9 am to 5 pm, Sunday – 10 am to 4 pm

Apache Junction High School
2525 S. Ironwood Drive
Apache Junction, AZ
Route 60 Freeway, Exit 195
Adults $3.00 ($2.50 with this coupon)
Students $1.00 with Student ID
Children 12 & under – FREE

The Mingus Gem and Mineral Club has 71 tables for
sale at $20 per table. They have plywood tops with
folding steel support brackets. The tables are 34" wide,
8' long, and they're in excellent condition. See the 2
photos provided by Don Strong for additional details.
Contact Don Strong, President, Mingus Gem & Mineral
Club, at his email address, d.strong42@yahoo.com, or
call him at his phone number 928-649-3935.
Or contact Becky Solon at bsolon18301@yahoo.com, or
call her at her phone number 928-282-8501.
Submitted by Lynne Wheeler

School is North of the freeway, park in the lot off of Southern
and Ironwood (just East of Ironwood on Southern)

50 cents off Adult admission
with this coupon

October is
Breast Cancer
Awareness Month!
NOTE: Any member interested in selling
at next year's show, let Rick Olson know
at your earliest convenience. Contracts
are available now, and restrictions are
more flexible than in years past.
Remember, first come first served!
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November 2014 Ballot
These are elected positions and we will take write-ins as well. Larry and Stan will be the election
officials if there are more than 2 candidates.
The Candidates

Write-Ins

President . . . . . . . . Tonie MonDragon

_____________________________

Vice President . . . .Nanz Marshall or David Bingell

_____________________________

Secretary . . . . . . . . Charlene Bingell

_____________________________

Treasurer . . . . . . . .Larry Legge

_____________________________

Editor . . . . . . . . . . .Karen Stokes

_____________________________

Fieldtrip Chair . . .Rick Olson

_____________________________

Board Member . . . Sandra Angelo

_____________________________

Board Member . . . John Mierzwik

_____________________________

Board Member . . . Rose Fowers

_____________________________

The following members have offered to serve in volunteer positions:
Auctioneers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bill & Linda Stalder
Webmaster . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ron Ginn
Greeter/Door prizes . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Open
Historians . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jeannie & Stan Arneklev
Year-End Prizes & Sunshine . . . . . .Nanz Marshall
Highway Clean-up . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brookie/Ruth
Librarian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jackie Pfeifer

White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club
P.O. Box 3504
Show Low, Arizona 85902-3504

