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President’s Message
ABOVE & BEYOND: When a team of dedicated individuals makes a commitment
to act as one...the sky's the limit.
As I mentioned at the meeting ... it just so happens that October is nominating
month. During the past year I have spoken of integrity, diversity, priorities,
courage, potential, service, attitude, success.
What do these have to do
with rockhounding? Not a whole lot.
But it does have to do with leadership. In my not so subtle way I have been
speaking to future leaders of our Club. Our membership is made up of intelligent
and inquisitive people. Many of you have stepped forward throughout the
years to lead our Club to new adventures and learning experiences and lots of
fun. I believe our officers, board members and in-charge volunteers will
continue to take leadership and mentoring roles. I hope you newer members
have an interest in bringing your ideas to this organization, and to expand on
the foundation we have laid. As I said at the meeting: you get so much
more enjoyment out of the Club if you take an active part in the Club.
'nuff said.

I

you, Tonie

For All Rockhounds in the area!
Rock Talk is published monthly
by the White Mountain Gem &
Mineral Club, Inc. Any info/
comments that members wish
to have included in the monthly
newsletter must be turned in to
the editor at the general
membership meeting or call the
editor prior to the following
weekend after the meeting.

Membership Dues: $15 for a
single membership, and $20
for a couple/family. Dues are
due the 1st of January of every
calendar year along with a
completed application. If you
join in November of previous
year, your dues will be good
for all of the following year.

Meetings: 1st Sunday of the
month, (unless it falls on a
holiday), at the VFW Post
9907, 381 N. Central Ave,
Show Low, AZ. Turn north off
of the Deuce of Clubs at the
Burger King. Social half-hour
@ 1:00pm, meeting starts @
1:30pm. Bring snacks.
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Elected Officers
and Volunteers

Show Chairman
Rick Olson
(928) 251-0949
walkaround@earthlink.net

Vice President
Nanz Marshal
(928) 537-2524

Advertise & Public
Relations
NEED A VOLUNTEER!

Secretary
NEED A VOLUNTEER!

Librarian
Jackie Pfeifer

Treasurer
Larry Legge
(928) 537-2524

Education, Schools
and Libraries
NEED A VOLUNTEER!

Editor
Karen Stokes
(928) 229-0273
crystal_lover59@hotmail.com

Greeter, Door Prizes,
50/50 Raffle
Kathleen Varhol
(928) 368-9556

Field Trip Chairman
Rick Olson
(928) 251-0949
walkaround@earthlink.net

Auctioneer
Bill Stalder
(928) 368-4496

Board Members at Large
Ron Ginn
(480) 294-0731

Highway Clean-up
Brookie Embry
(928) 537-0760
Ruth King
(928) 337-2212

Rose Fowers
(928) 537-2195

Claim Filing
Tonie MonDragon
(859) 338-2296
Bonus Prizes
Nanz Marshal
(928) 537-2524
Historian
Jeannie Arneklev
(480) 213-4187
Coalition Contact
Ron Ginn
(480) 294-0731

Remember
Our Fallen.
Veterans Do.

Birthdays

Volunteer Positions

President
Tonie MonDragon
(859) 338-2296

Sandra Angelo
(928) 537-3726
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Sunshine
Nanz Marshall
(928) 537-2524
Web Master and
Membership Chair
Ron Ginn
(480) 294-0731
wginn3@gmail.com

September

October

4 - Bob Shoup
15 - Jackie Pfeifer
15 - Irene Klim

5 - Valerie Holmstrom
25 - Valerie Pickett

Happy Birthday, Y'all ! !
May You have Many More ! !

September Days of Interest
1 - Labor Day
11 - Patriot Day
20 - Selichot
21 - International Day of Peace
21 - Fall Begins (Northern Hemisphere)
24 - Rosh Hashana
25 - Rosh Hashana, (cont'd)
26 - Rosh Hashana, (cont'd)
OK folks, Ron Ginn suggested we do this,
so I am gonna try it on for size. We have
58 members with the last names beginning A-H, and 51 members with the
names beginning with J-Z.
Our next meeting is Sunday, October 5.
Members who’s name begins I-Z, please
bring snacks.
Y'all let me know how you feel about this
change, and if you want to keep it or not.
This is the last month I will run
this notice. Your editor
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General Membership Meeting
September 7, 2014
The meeting was called to order at 1:20 pm by President Tonie
MonDragon.
President's Report: Reminders were made about the Sedona
Gem Show on October 18-19, and the Albuquerque Gem
Show October 3-5, which Ursula highly recommended.
A letter from Mardi Zimmerman with the Earth Science
Museum was read, thanking us for the $600 donation, and
stating she wished to proceed with her outreach program
to the schools in our area. Bill Stalder was asked to contact
Mardi for the next step, and Rick Olson volunteered to
assist in the outreach program for bringing the mineral kits to
local schools.
Vice President's Report: Nanz thanked the members who
participated in the agate coloring activity, and offered more
pages.
Nanz reported 8 members helped with our Club
table at the Nature Center event on August 30th, and
shared the information on the availability of mineral kits. She
shared the VFW special football season menu, and
reported that a video about "thumbnail" specimens would be
shown for the educational program, along with the member
bazaar taking place today.
The Treasurer's Report was read by Larry Legge.
Editor Karen Stokes shared a publication she discovered and
enjoyed, "American Digger", and reminded us about the
Bead Show in Albuquerque November 14-16. She suggested
those who plan to attend, get together after the meeting to
coordinate travel arrangements.
Board Member Rose Fowers announced the Dinosaur Learning
Center in Springerville was now open on weekends, but did not
yet have all their exhibits up.
Librarian Jackie Pfeiffer announced we have new books in the
library on the back table, along with donated bead magazines
from Blue Thompson.
Auctioneer Bill Stalder mentioned that the auction contained
materials from Eunice and Fred's collections, and that he found
corn starch to be an excellent (and cheap) polishing medium for
his rock tumbler, and showed samples.
Fieldtrip Chair Rick Olson had Karen Dorsey report on the trip
to the Claims. It was an excellent turnout, with a 15 car caravan.
Ursula, Rose, Karen and Valerie brought in the blue and
amethyst clusters they had found. Tonie said the great
turnout provided $1,250 in assessment work for the annual claim
filings. Rick then reported on the forthcoming overnight trip
to Willcox, and elsewhere in this newsletter you will find
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hotel/camping/RV information for that trip. Rick also asked for
people to contact him if they were interested in renting
a school bus for an excursion to Canyon DeChelley in
November, with an approximate cost of $20 each. Rick
reported he was already working on the 2015 show, and
had made a deposit for the weekend before Memorial Day
Weekend. He will be trying to secure at least one opal
dealer. Karen Stokes will need to edit our banners with the
date change. Rick also announced the Nature Center would
be happy to take the donation of our heavy wooden
tables to make more room in the storage unit for
lighter-weight tables. There was a motion, (Rose), and
a second, (Karen), and the membership unanimously voted
to donate the wooden tables, (as is), to the Nature Center.
Rick will report on the number of tables and approximate
value for our records.
Highway Clean-up Co-chair Ruth King announced the
clean-up would be Saturday September 20th, and to meet
at the Big K parking lot at 9 am. With enough people, this
should only take about an hour.
There was no old business, and for new business, Nanz
reported that the New Mexico Mineral Symposium will be
in Socorro on November 8 & 9. Tonie reminded everyone
that nominations would be due at the October meeting, with
the election taking place at the November meeting. Also,
everyone was reminded about the Christmas Party for
the December meeting, the awarding of the year end prizes,
and the gift exchange. It was hoped Kathy Amator would
again organize the pot luck list. Rose suggested someone
should put our meetings on the community calendar in
the Independent and on City 4 Channel. Blue Thompson
volunteered to do this (Thanks, Blue).
We broke for a 15 minute recess so the bazaar sellers could
set up and Larry got the video going.
There were 3 or 4 members selling their items, and the video
about thumbnail mineral collecting was very interesting and
informative.
Kathleen missed the meeting due to a flat tire, so there was no
50/50, but Bill Stalder donated a Selenite specimen, which was
won by Blue Thompson, and Tonie donated a free Uncle
John's Pizza, which was won by Ruth King.
There was a motion, (Rick), and second, (Sue), to adjourn at
3:10 pm, with the auction to close 3 minutes later.
Respectfully submitted, Acting Secretary Sandra Angelo,
and transcriber of the notes, Tonie MonDragon
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It’s time for the BIG
weekend trip!
For our long weekend trip this year, we are traveling
south to Willcox, which lies along Interstate 10
between Benson and Bowie. The dates are Friday,
Sep 26th – Sunday, Sep 28th. We will use my hotel,
Days Inn, as the starting point for our outings.
The hotel is located just south of exit 340, (Fort Grant
Road), on I-10 at 724 N. Bisbee Ave.
For those arriving early on Friday, the 26 th we will
meet at the Days Inn at 1pm, and travel east to
Bowie, (Exit 362), where we will attempt to travel to
Joy Valley to locate Fire Agates. Note: I say
attempt, because on a prior scouting trip, I was
unable to get more than a couple miles from Bowie,
due to floodwaters. If we get back to Willcox by 7pm,
we will have dinner at Big Tex BBQ Restaurant,
located at 130 E. Maley Street.
On Saturday morning, we will depart from the
Days Inn at 9am, and travel west on I-10, where
we will get off at exit 331, and travel south towards
Pearce for the start of our Ghost Town and Mining
Camps day. We will also will meet Hall Stewart,
a geologist, who will lead us to a site with Amethyst
terminations. For our meal on Saturday evening, we
will enjoy the Salsa Fiesta Mexican Restaurant, which
is around the corner from the Days Inn.
On Sunday, we will have to see if the weather has
been cooperating. For those with metal detectors, I
suggest additional journeys to Ghost Towns.
For those looking for fossils, there is a site southwest
of Benson for marine fossils, and for those wishing to
follow me, I’ll be taking the 352 Exit, which leads to
Safford, and ultimately to either Clifton or the Carlyle
Mine, which is near Duncan.
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Clean, Oil and Sharpen Garden Tools before
Storing for the Winter
By Sharon Dowdy, University of Georgia

If you don't plan to grow a Fall garden, Fall can be the perfect
time to inspect, repair and clean your gardening tools.
As a gardener, nothing is more frustrating than to pull
gardening tools out in the spring, and find hoes that are
rusty or broken, a tiller that won't crank or an irrigation
system with a blown gasket. Gardening tools and supplies
are expensive, so with a little care and forethought, you can
help your tools last from season to season.
Here are a few checklists to follow before packing away
garden tools for the winter.
Tiller and mower
* Empty the garden tiller of fuel, or add a fuel stabilizer.
* Check the spark plugs, change the oil and clean the air filter.
* Clean the underside of the mower's deck with a pressure
washer and scrape off any old grass and debris.
Shovels, hoes and other tools
* Thoroughly clean all tools with soap and water.
* Sharpen blades.
* Clean metal parts with steel wool, wipe dry and apply a light
coat of household oil.
* To save time in the spring, sharpen tool edges.
* Smooth wood handles by sanding them with sand paper.
Then coat handles in linseed oil or paint them.
* Store rakes with the teeth pointing down; stepping on an
exposed rake can be very dangerous.
* Clean off tomato cages and stack them out of the way;
repair any cages that have been damaged.

To make hotel reservations, go to your Search engine * To keep insects from hibernating in hoses, connect hose
and put in Willcox, AZ hotels. This will provide you ends.
with up-to-date listings. For those wanting an RV site,
go to:
* Do not hang hoses directly on a nail. The weight of the hose
www.rvreviews.com/regionns/Arizona/Willcox.html

will create permanent kinks. Nail a coffee can or other round
form on the wall. Then roll the hose around the form.

If you have any questions, or would like to offer a
Extracted from: Dougherty County Extension Service, Albany,
suggestion, contact Rick Olson at 928-251-0949, Georgia
or email at walkaround@earthlink.net
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Some MAGNIFICENT
crystal specimens from our claims
in the Escudilla Mountains.
Found by Karen Dorsey
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Show Dates
October 10-12 - Buckeye, AZ
Annual show; West Valley Rock & Mineral Club
Helzapoppin Rodeo grounds; 802 N. 1st St., Miller Fri. 9-4, Sat. 9-4,
Sun. 9-4; adults $3, children (under 12) free
contact Larry Tracey, PO Box 1425, Buckeye, AZ 85326, (623) 2083230; e-mail: larry@youth4youth.org
Web site: www.westvalleyrockandmineralclub.com
October 11-12 - Sierra Vista, AZ
40th Annual Show; Huachuca Mineral & Gem Club
Cochise College; 901 N. Colombo Ave.
Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4; free admission
contact Maudie Bailey, 5035 S. San Carlos Ave., Sierra Vista, AZ
85650, (520) 378-6291 or (520) 249-1541
e-mail: gmbailey@msn.com
Web site: huachucamineralandgemclub.info
November 8-9 - Lake Havasu City, AZ
Annual show; Lake Havasu Gem & Mineral Society
Lake Havasu Community Center; 100 Park Ave.
Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-4; adults $2, children (under 12) free
contact Sue Kirk, 1100 Pueblo Dr., Lake Havasu City, AZ 86406,
(928) 302-1531 e-mail: macsuzy@mac.com
November 15-16 - Payson, AZ
Annual show; Payson Rimstones Rock Club
Mazatzal Hotel & Casino Event Center; Hwy. 87, at Mile Marker 251
Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4; adults $2, children (under 12) free
contact Margaret Jones, PO Box 884, Pine, AZ 85544
(928) 970-0857; e-mail: margieaberry@gmail.com
November 22-23, Apache Junction, AZ
Annual Fall Rock & Gem Show
Apache Junction High School, 2525 S. Ironwood Drive
Route 60 Freeway, Exit 195
Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4; Adults $3, ($2.50 with coupon), students $1
with student ID, children 12 & under - free
School is North of freeway, park in the lot off of Southern
& Ironwood (just East of Ironwood on Southern)
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WMG&MC Field Trips for 2014
Sep 26-28 - Willcox weekend trip to Ghost Towns
and Mining Camps
Oct 25 - Control Road for Fossils & Geodes
Nov 22 - Swap Meet
December 7 - Christmas Supper

BEAD ALERT!
So Tonie is making the reservations for our November Bead Trip. Blue, Tonie, and I will be going up on
Friday, and coming back Saturday, as I am slated to
go for a week's worth of training in another state on
Sunday. Jackie and Fran are going in their RV, I
think. If anyone else is interested in going, let Tonie
know, as we are going to meet up for supper Friday
night somewhere.
Below is the web information:
Albuquerque, NM Bead Renaissance Show
Show Dates: Nov 14 - Nov 16, 2014
Location: Albuquerque, NM
Albuquerque Bead Renaissance Show Friday & Saturday
10 to 6, Sunday 10 to 5 New Mexico State Fair Grounds
300 San Pedro Dr NE Albuquerque, New Mexico
More Info: www.beadshow.com

If you have any pictures or an
article for the newsletter, send it to
me, Karen Stokes, Editor, at:
crystal_lover59@hotmail.com.
I will be sure to include it in the next
newsletter.
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Harvest Pear Crisp
Here’s a perfect way to use those pears growing in your
yard. A nice, warm autumn dessert!
INGREDIENTS:
6 cups fresh pears, cored and cut lengthwise into 1/2inch-thick slices (about 3lbs)
1 tablespoon fresh lemon juice
1/3 cup granulated sugar
1 tablespoon cornstarch
1 1/2 teaspoons ground cinnamon, divided
1/3 cup all-purpose flour
1/2 cup packed brown sugar
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Albany, Georgia
Explorer Post 47 Taco Soup
3 lbs ground beef, deer, or elk meat, cooked & drained
2 (15 ounce) cans whole kernel corn, drained
2 (15 ounce) cans pinto beans, with juice,
1 large onion, chopped
2 (15 ounce) cans kidney beans, any color
2 (15 ounce) cans great northern beans,
1 (15 ounce) can hominy corn, drained
2 pkgs Old El Paso dry taco seasoning, + 3/4 cup water
2 pkgs dry Hidden Valley Ranch dressing mix
2 (15 ounce) cans chopped cooked tomatoes
1 (15 ounce) can tomato sauce
1-2 small cans chili peppers, chopped and drained
Hot Sauce to taste
Water, if needed

1/2 teaspoon salt

Directions

3 tablespoons chilled butter, cut into small pieces

Spray LARGE boiler pot with oil. Over medium heat, add
all beans, meat, liquids, vegetables, onions, and taco
seasoning. Stir well, and heat throughout, but do not
boil.

1/3 cup regular oats
1/4 cup coarsely chopped pecans or walnuts
Preparation
Preheat oven to 375°F. Combine pears and lemon juice
in a 2-quart baking dish; toss gently to coat.
Combine granulated sugar, cornstarch, and 1 teaspoon
cinnamon; stir with a whisk. Add cornstarch mixture to
pear mixture; toss well to coat.
Lightly spoon flour into a dry measuring cup; level with a
knife. Place flour, 1/2 teaspoon cinnamon, brown sugar,
and salt in a food processor; pulse 2 times or until combined. Add chilled butter; pulse 6 times or until mixture
resembles coarse meal. Add oats and walnuts; pulse 2
times. Sprinkle flour mixture evenly over pear mixture.
Bake at 375°F for 40 minutes or until pears are tender
and topping is golden brown. Cool 20 minutes on a wire
rack; serve warm or at room temperature.
Adapted from Cooking Light
Extracted from: Dougherty County Extension Service,
Albany, Georgia
Submitted by Karen Stokes, Editor

Top each bowl of soup with a sprinkle of cheddar
cheese, and spoonfuls of sour cream, if desired. Add a
side of saltine crackers, cornbread, or a green salad.
Add some extra kick to your soup with a couple drops
of hot sauce.
Store leftovers for later meals. Pour soup into freezer
bags or plastic containers and place in the freezer. Be
sure to label the outside with the date.
(This recipe was a GREAT favorite of our Explorer Post
in Albany, Georgia. Our Rescue Team would be camping
out at the local Scout Camp with our Scouts, and I
would make a boiler pot full of this hearty soup.
It was especially good on those cold autumn nights out
in the boonies of Worth County.) Karen Stokes, Editor
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