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President’s Message
My calendar says the inspirational message for this month is Service. Service is the lifeblood
of any organization. Everything flows from it and is nourished by it.
That pretty much says it all. This organization could not operate without the dedicated
service of many individuals. The more people servicing the organization the more it
flourishes. If we didn't have people serving on the Club Show project, we wouldn't have
a show. So, Rick and your crew - thank you for your service.
Without officers and board members and those special volunteers for auction, newsletter,
highway clean-up, prizes, library and fieldtrips, we couldn't function, or have as many
"functions" - Thank you for your service.
Without members taking the time to share their knowledge, we wouldn't have educational
programs - Thank you for your service. There are many ways to serve the organization.
Enjoy your summer and the activities planned, but keep in mind that this organization has
an election in November and some of the members providing so much service would
like to (1) take a break, (2) take a different job, (3) mentor a new member to move into
a position in the Club. Let's not all pick #1 ! 
With appreciation, Tonie

For All Rockhounds in the area!
Rock Talk is published monthly
by the White Mountain Gem &
Mineral Club, Inc. Any info/
comments that members wish
to have included in the monthly
newsletter must be turned in to
the editor at the general
membership meeting or call the
editor prior to the following
weekend after the meeting.

Membership Dues: $15 for a
single membership, and $20
for a couple/family. Dues are
due the 1st of January of every
calendar year along with a
completed application. If you
join in November of previous
year, your dues will be good
for all of the following year.

Meetings: 1st Sunday of the
month, (unless it falls on a
holiday), at the VFW Post
9907, 381 N. Central Ave,
Show Low, AZ. Turn north off
of the Deuce of Clubs at the
Burger King. Social half-hour
@ 1:00pm, meeting starts @
1:30pm. Bring snacks.
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Elected Officers
and Volunteers

Show Chairman
Rick Olson
(928) 251-0949
walkaround@earthlink.net

Vice President
Nanz Marshal
(928) 537-2524

Advertise & Public
Relations
NEED A VOLUNTEER!

Secretary
NEED A VOLUNTEER!

Librarian
Jackie Pfeifer

Treasurer
Larry Legge
(928) 537-2524

Education, Schools
and Libraries
NEED A VOLUNTEER!

Editor
Karen Stokes
(928) 229-0273
crystal_lover59@hotmail.com

Greeter, Door Prizes,
50/50 Raffle
Kathleen Varhol
(928) 368-9556

Field Trip Chairman
Rick Olson
(928) 251-0949
walkaround@earthlink.net

Auctioneer
Bill Stalder
(928) 368-4496

Board Members at Large
Ron Ginn
(480) 294-0731

Highway Clean-up
Brookie Embry
(928) 537-0760
Ruth King
(928) 337-2212

Sandra Angelo
(928) 537-3726
Rose Fowers
(928) 537-2195

Claim Filing
Tonie MonDragon
(859) 338-2296
Bonus Prizes
Nanz Marshal
(928) 537-2524
Historian
Jeannie Arneklev
(480) 213-4187
Coalition Contact
Ron Ginn
(480) 294-0731

Remember
Our Fallen.
Veterans Do.

Birthdays

Volunteer Positions

President
Tonie MonDragon
(859) 338-2296

Sunshine
Nanz Marshall
(928) 537-2524
Web Master and
Membership Chair
Ron Ginn
(480) 294-0731
wginn3@gmail.com
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July

August

3 - Tonie MonDragon
4 - Roy Ledford
10 - Sue Huber
10 - Nanz Marshall
12 - Steve Miller
15 - Mary Ann Moseley
21 - Blake Hahn
21 - Larry Legge|
22 - Steve Fowers
25 - Charlene Bingell
27 - Blue Thompson
29 - Gail DeCross
31 - Peggy Lancaster

14 - Rick Olsen
24 - John Malcolm Craft
10 - Nanz Marshall
26 - Mari Bass

Happy Birthday, Y'all ! !
May You have Many More ! !

July Days of Interest
1 - Canada Day
3 - St. Thomas Day
4 - Independence Day
14 - Bastille Day (France)
24 - Laylatul-Qadr (Islam)
25 - St. James Day
27 - Ramadan (ends)
28 - Eid ul fitr Day
Our next meeting is
Sunday, August 3rd.
Members who’s name
begins M-Z, please
bring snacks
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General Membership Meeting
Jul6 6th, 2014
The July general meeting of the White Mountain Gem & Mineral
Club was called to order at 1:20 pm by President Tonie
MonDragon.
Notes were taken by Sandra Angelo and
transcribed by Tonie MonDragon.
Guests and new members were welcomed. They included
David and Diane Sears, Bill and Laurie Jonas, Deb and David
Seipp, Ginger Donahue, John Bustraan, Gina Orlando,
John Davis, Thelma Grax and Loren and Kat Wright.
(Hope we got everyone and sorry about the spellings.)
A motion was made by Nanz Marshall/seconded by Peggy
Lancaster to approve the June minutes as published in
Rock Talk. There were no corrections or additions and
approved by the membership.
Tonie briefly outlined the corporate status for the new
members. Tonie also reported there was a dispute with
HonDah Casino & Resort Center on their bill, and that she
and Aaron were trying to resolve it.
Vice President Nanz Marshall gave information on visitors
from Illinois who were interested in going on our July field trip.
Congrats were given to Treasurer Larry Legge on his retirement
and he proceeded with the June financial report. Editor Karen
Stokes requested "show & tell" stories for the newsletter
so she has content to fill 10 pages, and she spoke about gold
panning.
Webmaster Ron Ginn reported that there is an updated
Member Roster on the website and he would resend the
password to members for access to the "member only"
information. As Coalition Contact he reported there is a
new contact from the Prescott Club, but there would not be a
Coalition Field trip in August.
Board Member Rose Fowers reported on the Zuni Basin
Paleontological Project and forthcoming White Mountain
Dinosaur Exploration Center in Springerville, (she is active
with their Board), as well as the Mastodon Exhibit in Charlotte
Hall in Prescott.
Fieldtrip Chair Rick Olson reported on the June trip to
Diamond Point and July's trip to the Catwalk in Glenwood
Springs and Pueblo Campground area for Bytownite.
This is our turn to host the Arizona Coalition, so we will have
guests, please make them welcome. It will be helpful to
bring a sifter on this fieldtrip. We will gather at the Saffire
Restaurant in Springerville on July 26th at 8:30 am and hit the
road by 9 am.
Rick also reported on the August 23 fieldtrip which will be
to the claims, and the September overnight trip to Wilcox.
See his report further in the newsletter. Rick also reported he
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will take people out during the week if they can't make the
weekend trips. As Show Chairman, Rick reported he will
have a complete recap at the next meeting. Rick also
gave out some lovely specimens of tourmaline as thank you's
to members helping with the Show.
Under New Business - David Adams suggested a banner
advertising the annual show for over the highway. Larry
stated we had investigated that and the cost is $3,000,
which is over our budget.
Nanz requested flats of small rock samples for use in
the Show Activity Center for next year. Each flat should
have only one type of sample. They will be used for
children to fill egg cartons to start their own collections.
Sue Huber suggested a banner sign to identify the
Activity Center.
David Adams asked if the dealers
were happy with the Casino location, and Rick
responded most seemed pleased with it, and he already
had dealers asking to be in our next show.
Sue Huber announced that she and Tom have sold
their home, and plan to do some traveling. They will miss
us and we will miss them, but will connect when we can.
Sue said how much she has enjoyed our Club.
We took a break for 20 minutes.
Nanz provided the education segment on Bytownite,
form of Labradorite. See her report later in the newsletter.

a

Rick mentioned he had provided a fluorescent viewing
box near the silent auction. Nanz and Larry provided
the Silent Auction items, as Bill and Linda Stalder were in
California.
Drawings were held with $26 as the 50/50, prize won by
Loren Wright. Jeannie Arneklev won a fossil stone box,
David Adams won a bear carving in a pendant, Kathy
Amator won a bracelet donated by David Bingell and Rick
Olson won a fossil.
A motion to adjourn was made by Ruth and seconded by Larry
and approved. The silent auction ended a few minutes later.
Respectfully submitted by Sandra and Tonie
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July Fieldtrip

Bill’s Traveling Gem Show

The field trip for the month of July will take us into New Mexico
this year. The date is Saturday, the 26th, and we will meet
at the Safire Restaurant parking lot in Springerville, AZ
at 8:30 am with departure at 9am for the first leg of this outing.

. There were
about 65 parents & kids that visited. Gabriel donated some shark teeth as gifts for the kids. Each
kid also got tumble polished stone. I also gave
away some 1943 steel pennies, and magnetized
hematite. Some quartz crystals & one fossil fish
were given away.

Our first stop will be the Catwalk, a scenic one mile walk
in a narrow canyon, a few miles from the town of Glenwood,
NM off of Rt 180. Following the walk, we will have lunch at the
picnic area, which is near the Catwalk entrance. As this is
where the stream makes its way out of the canyon, you
are welcome to look through the rubble. Following lunch, we will
start out for our feature destination of Pueblo Campground
and search for Bytownite and Labradorite.
Our route will take us north again towards Reserve,
and a few miles south is the turnoff to the west on Forest
Road 232. Proceeding another 5.1 miles to the parking area
just outside of the Pueblo Campground, Labradorite can be
found along the banks and low-lying hills of the creek in
pockets of Rhyolite. The Bytownite is found about a mile
south of the parking area. We have GPS coordinates, so
bring your GPS meter to locate this gem.
For those interested in staying overnight at the campground,
be aware that it is very rustic. Outhouses, picnic tables and
fire rings are the only conveniences found in the large
and shaded campsites. As this is a coalition trip, please make
our guests welcome, as there will be some new faces in the
crowd. For those only doing this as a day trip, bring plenty
of water, sunscreen, headgear, lunch and snacks. Gas
is available in Springerville, Glenwood and Reserve if needed.
Contact Rick Olson at 928-251-0949 or email to:
walkaround@earthlink.net for more info.

A good time was had by all.
Bill Stalder
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New Members/Guests

Mark Mosher and
Gina Olande

Dave Morrow

Thelma Gray and
Sue Sisson

Paul & Mike Gaspar

Kathi Mattson

Dustin Peabody and
Brittany Marie

Tonie presenting Scholarship check to Paul
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Show Dates
August 1-3 - Prescott Valley, AZ
Annual show; Prescott Gem & Mineral Club
Tim's Toyota Center; Glassford Hill and Florentine Rd.
Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-4; adults $4, seniors and students $3, children (12 and under) free
contact Judy Sullins, Prescott Gem & Mineral Club
PO Box 3923, Chino Valley, AZ 86323
(928) 445-1117; e-mail: sullinsjs@cableone.net
Web site: www.prescottgemmineral.org
October 10-12 - Buckeye, AZ
Annual show; West Valley Rock & Mineral Club
Helzapoppin Rodeo grounds; 802 N. 1st St., Miller Fri. 9-4, Sat. 9-4,
Sun. 9-4; adults $3, children (under 12) free
contact Larry Tracey, PO Box 1425, Buckeye, AZ 85326, (623) 2083230; e-mail: larry@youth4youth.org
Web site: www.westvalleyrockandmineralclub.com
October 11-12 - Sierra Vista, AZ
40th Annual Show; Huachuca Mineral & Gem Club
Cochise College; 901 N. Colombo Ave.
Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4; free admission
contact Maudie Bailey, 5035 S. San Carlos Ave., Sierra Vista, AZ
85650, (520) 378-6291 or (520) 249-1541
e-mail: gmbailey@msn.com
Web site: huachucamineralandgemclub.info
November 8-9 - Lake Havasu City, AZ
Annual show; Lake Havasu Gem & Mineral Society
Lake Havasu Community Center; 100 Park Ave.
Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-4; adults $2, children (under 12) free
contact Sue Kirk, 1100 Pueblo Dr., Lake Havasu City, AZ 86406,
(928) 302-1531 e-mail: macsuzy@mac.com
November 15-16 - Payson, AZ
Annual show; Payson Rimstones Rock Club
Mazatzal Hotel & Casino Event Center; Hwy. 87, at Mile Marker 251
Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4; adults $2, children (under 12) free
contact Margaret Jones, PO Box 884, Pine, AZ 85544
(928) 970-0857; e-mail: margieaberry@gmail.com
November 22-23, Apache Junction, AZ
Annual Fall Rock & Gem Show
Apache Junction High School, 2525 S. Ironwood Drive
Route 60 Freeway, Exit 195
Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4; Adults $3, ($2.50 with coupon), students $1
with student ID, children 12 & under - free
School is North of freeway, park in the lot off of Southern
& Ironwood (just East of Ironwood on Southern)
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WMG&MC Field Trips for 2014
Jul 26 - Mogollon town tour; Pueblo Campground for
Labradorite
Aug 23 - Crystal Claims outside of Springerville
Sep 26-28 - Willcox weekend trip to Ghost Towns
and Mining Camps
Oct 25 - Control Road for Fossils & Geodes
Nov 22 - Swap Meet
December 7 - Christmas Supper

BEAD ALERT!
There are a few of us who didn't get all our "Bead
Fix" out of our system at our last show. Me, I want
scads of those crystal beads that the fella in the back
had! A few of us are interested in attending one of
the shows that "SuperTime Beads" is going to be at.
We are thinking about going to Albuquerque, NM in
November, renting a room, (or 2, or 3), and getting
our "BEAD FACE" on at the Bead Renaissance Show
at the State Fairgrounds. If you are interested, email
me, call me, or text me, and we can finalize some
plans. If I get enuf interest, I will look into rooms
and rates. I can do this by the next meeting, and let
everyone know. Info is below.
Albuquerque, NM Bead Renaissance Show
Show Dates: Nov 14 - Nov 16, 2014
Location: Albuquerque, NM
Albuquerque Bead Renaissance Show Friday & Saturday
10 to 6, Sunday 10 to 5 New Mexico State Fair Grounds
300 San Pedro Dr NE Albuquerque, New Mexico
More Info: www.beadshow.com

If you have any pictures or an
article for the newsletter, send it to
me, Karen Stokes, Editor, at:
crystal_lover59@hotmail.com.
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14,000-year Epic Adventure!
It’s been 14,000 years in the making!
Contributed by Rose Fowers
“Beasts!” -- the new permanent exhibit that opened Saturday,
June 21, at Sharlot Hall Museum -- is an Ice-Age safari within
Yavapai County of the Pleistocene epoch – 14 millennia ago –
depicting the “Beasts!” that crossed the land bridge between
Asia and the North America continents, the tundra between
these land masses. Some migrated west, leaving their
cousins to cope with other “Beasts!” that migrated east
into the Americas. It became a land of giants – mammoth
elephants, titan lions and ferocious wolf-packs. Those who
first saw them made them “Legend”… to be revered and
feared.
A key feature of the exhibit is the fossilized jaw, teeth and
tusk of an ancient Mammut americium (mastodon) that was
discovered in the nearby Prescott National Forest in 1994,
and excavated by Rose Fowers and others.
Teeth from a juvenile Mammuths columbi, (Columbian Mammoth) on display in “Beasts!”, show evidence of its eating
as much as 200 to 500 pounds of verdant grassland per
day in Arizona’s Ice-Age “refuge” – the fertile open space
beyond the frigid reach of the receding ice-pack.
Concept for “Beasts!” was developed by Dr. Sandra Lynch,
Museum anthropologist, and exhibit design professional
George Fuller. Victor Leshyk, noted scientific illustrator and
exhibit effects artist, produced the 30-foot-long, life-sized
bas relief panels “that allow one to stand at the armpit
of a Mastodon,” describes Lynch of the size perspective
within the exhibit.
“’Beasts!’ is an alley that puts you in the presence of
‘The Real’ – the ‘real’ bones of extinct elephants, camels,
bison and horses,” adds Lynch.“ It takes you down an
artistic portal that lets you walk among these Earth-giants,
literally under the belly of a mammoth. It’s no wonder,”
she concludes, “those who first saw these ‘Beasts!’ made
them legend… made them gods.”
The diorama portrays the Pleistocene epoch – in particular,
the evolutionary process that affected the “Beasts!” that
migrated to new lands and environments.
Display elements show the American Lion, 25-percent larger
than its African cousin, as well as both the “beast of many
names” (cougar or mountain lion) and the wild dire wolf,
a pack predator larger than its cousin, the gray wolf,
(Canis lupus).
The newest exhibit is 50 feet long, up to 17 feet wide, and
10 - 12 feet tall. Production on “Beasts!” began earlier this year
(January), and was funded through grants and the generous
support and contributions of Museum members and donors.

“Beasts!” completes the second stage of the “Pre-History”
arena and serves as the new entry to the east wing of
the Lawler Exhibit Center, which also features the “First
People” diorama depicting the earliest people in what is now
Arizona.
The final phase of the east wing is expected to begin next
year with “Stone Age Developers” – a planned diorama along
the south wall tracing the period 200AD to 1200AD, in which
Hohokam and Pueblo peoples inhabited the region.
That display continues the timeline created by “Beasts!”
of the Pleistocene to beyond the “Early Americans” and
Clovis people diorama, and sets the stage for future exhibit
development in the building and throughout the Museum.
Summer viewing hours for “Beasts!” and other exhibits,
as well as self-guided tours of the buildings at Sharlot
Hall Museum, are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday thru Saturday,
and 12 noon to 4 p.m. Sunday. Admission is $7 for adults,
$6 for seniors and both active and retired military,
$3 for children ages 13 to 17, free for all youth to age 12
and current Museum members.
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A Surprise Visit!
I was visited by Mike Schumatt and his wife, Cindy and
daughter, Breanna (I think) on the 7th of June, who were
travelling through the southwest seeing the sights and
doing a little rock collecting along the way. I invited
them to my house to show what is available in this part
of the world and they were interested in Petrified Wood. We
talked about where they were from and it seemed that
years ago I was collecting Geodes from their backyard
in the town of Hamilton, Illinois. Literally! Fortunately,
I mentioned that I would take them to schools for the
kids to learn about them and get a souvenir or two along the
way.
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Roy Rogers
was a Rockhound!

Well, the weather was not looking good around here that
afternoon so I offered to take them to a spot near Woodruff
where they could find an endless supply of colorful wood.
So off we went. Within minutes of stopping the cars, the
girls were out and picking-up small pieces in a short
amount of time. I spoke with Mike about where they
were headed and they were on their way to Durango, CO
so I mentioned some additional collecting and sightseeing
locations that should not be passed-up.
As we said our goodbyes I was given a nice geode that
they offered to the club for an upcoming raffle. We are
so fortunate to have a hobby that brings out such
wonderful good will among peoples from all parts of the
country.
Rick Olson

The August coalition trip that was
to be hosted by the Prescott club has
been canceled.
We had several Guests and New Members at
the July meeting.

WELCOME!
Bill & Laurie Jonas
Debi Seipp
Diane & David Sears
Ginger Donahue & John Davis
John Bustraan
John Davis
Loren & Pat Wright
Mark Moshier & Gina Orlando

When the King of the Cowboys moved to
the desert, he met some hobbyists who
were glad to show him those

Happy "Rock" Trails
For years Roy Rogers and his wife, Dale Evans, have
brought joy to millions of children and adults with their
movies, television shows, and personal appearances.
Not only have they supplied entertainment, but their messages
of honesty, kindness and faith in God have been sources
of much needed insp0iration. Like any stars, their schedule
has been crowded and demanding, yet they have always
found time to give of themselves for the benefit of others.
The busy schedule and the hustle and bustle of the city
finally brought a desire for a quieter life. Roy and Dale
decided they would like to move to the desert. A few
years ago, they acquired the Apple Valley Inn, near
Victorville, California, and they, themselves, settled in Apple
Valley.
The Apple Valley Inn, a popular tourist accommodation, has
been a successful venture. As a companion attraction, Roy
and Dale built the Roy Rogers Museum across the road from
the Inn. On display in the museum are many items from their
lives and careers, including costumes, saddles, and other gear
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used in their films. Some of Roy's gun collection and hunting
trophies are also on exhibit. The original Trigger, Roy's palomino horse, through the artistry of a taxidermist, has also been
preserved for everyone to see. Trigger, Junior, and Buttermilk
(Dale's horse), both still living, have special stalls.

June Field Trip
to Diamond Point

One display is the result of one of Roy's more recent interests. In an alcove are several casers of mineral and gem
specimens. How did he become interested in the rock hobby?
The credit goes to several of his neighbors. Among the
Apple Valley residents, there are quite a few mineral and gem
enthusiasts - the hobby is a natural for anyone living in the
desert where there is so much to collect. Rock hobbyists love
to share their interest and it wasn't long before they were
showing Roy how much fun they were having.

Our field trip for June to Diamond Point was a success
in many ways. First, and most important, of the 17 members
and guests who participated half of the group were new
to the club as they had joined the club after coming to the
show at Hon-Dah in May. Second, it was the first trial of the
two-way radios, and they responded both on the road and
in the field as we expected they would. Third, all of newer
members found quality terminations of Quartz crystals.
In fact, when the majority of us decided to head for
home in mid-afternoon, one couple had a late lunch, and then
headed back to a promising spot for more collecting.

The rest of the story is familiar to many of us who have contracted "rock pox", (not a disease, just a very happy condition). When he had a chance, Roy took his jeep put into the
desert and hunted cutting material and specimens. He purchased a combination unit with a diamond saw, grinding
wheels, sanders, and polishing buffs, and began cutting cabochons. Some of his collecting was also with a "silver pick" from area hobbyists he purchases several collection of minerals and rough gem material. The museum display was acquired in this manner.
Roy's favorite gemstones are agate and Biggs picture jasper.
The first stone he cut was a cabochon of Montana agate. The
mineral specimens he prizes are crystal groups. As he posed
for the cover picture holding the quartz crystal cluster, he remarked about the beauty and symmetry of the crystals.
The biggest problem for this new rock hobbyist is finding
enough time: a fond public finds it hard to let go. Two days
after we interviewed Roy, he and Dale flew to New York City
where they taped a television special and appeared on the
Johnny Carson show. After that, they were to go on tour to
quite a few cities throughout the country, including San Antonio, Texas, for an appearance at HemisFair '68.
Roy hopes the schedule will ease up eventually. He has purchased a Coot, a rugged vehicle for land and water travel, and
he says that someday he'll use it to search the desert for more
of that beautiful agate.
By Jack R. Cox, Managing Editor, Gems and
Minerals Magazine, April 1968
Submitted by Tonie MonDragon, President,
White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club
Show Low, Arizona

It was a beautiful day for the first day of Summer, with
temperatures starting in the low 70’s and climbing gradually
into the mid-80’s. Our group started from Show Low,
but at the designated time proceeded on to Heber, where we
were joined with the group from the Snowflake-Taylor
area. From there we travelled west to Diamond Point,
where the last member of our party, Larry L. was seen
coming up a trail on his 4-wheel rec vehicle. Following a
group shot from our photographer, Stan A. and a word of
caution from Larry regarding snakes, we set off in all
directions. It didn’t take long before individual terminations
were discovered. It did take a while longer though for
outcroppings and fossils could be found.
Around the 1 – 2 pm time period, most of us got together
and displayed our findings. Those on hand brought out
their crystals, fossils and other items for determination and
display. Among the unique findings were meteorites
(at least they proved to be magnetic), colonial coral,
quartz-filled geodes and multi-banded agates. All-in-all,
everyone agreed it was a wonderful trip, and many were
already looking forward to other field trips for the rest of
Summer and Fall.
Your Field Trip Guide, Rick

White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club
P.O. Box 3504
Show Low, Arizona 85902-3504

Dino Maze

