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President’s Message
Hi all. Sorry I missed the meeting, but I was sick, and had been sick since getting back
from Florida. Disney World was magical... but being around 200,000+ kids and 4 airports
can be dangerous to your health. Which brings me to my inspirational message:
You can have all the riches in the world but without HEALTH how can you enjoy them.
Embrace it, cherish it, enjoy it and insure it -- Health. Several of our friends are recovering
from surgery, so have them in your thoughts and hearts: Peggy Lancaster, Ridley Nolan,
Bill Stalder, and David Bingell. So to all our rockhound friends who have had a rough
start to 2014, I wish you Health.
Thank you Nanz for chairing the meeting. I know you and I and Karen and Aaron and
Sharon and so many others are all on the mend from this awful sinus infection/respiratory
gunk going around.
I am just looking forward to exciting new rockhounding trips and getting out in the
fresh air and having some exercise and fun, fun, fun!
P.S. My daughter finished her 1/2 marathon and had a ball. I tried to explain to her I don't run,
you miss too many beautiful rocks that way. See you soon, stay well. Tonie

For All Rockhounds in the area!
Rock Talk is published monthly
by the White Mountain Gem &
Mineral Club, Inc. Any info/
comments that members wish
to have included in the monthly
newsletter must be turned in to
the editor at the general
membership meeting or call the
editor prior to the following
weekend after the meeting.

Membership Dues: $15 for a
single membership, and $20
for a couple/family. Dues are
due the 1st of January of every
calendar year along with a
completed application. If you
join in November of previous
year, your dues will be good
for all of the following year.

Meetings: 1st Sunday of the
month, (unless it falls on a
holiday), at the VFW Post
9907, 381 N. Central Ave,
Show Low, AZ. Turn north off
of the Deuce of Clubs at the
Burger King. Social half-hour
@ 1:00pm, meeting starts @
1:30pm. Bring snacks.
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Birthdays
March
14 – Karen Stokes
27 – Billie Shultz

April
3 - Ursula Wilson
6 - Judy Harrell
15 - Bill Stalder
25 - Roy Pierson

Happy Birthday, Ya’ll ! !
May You have Many More ! !

April Days of Interest
7 - World Health Day
13 - Palm Sunday
15 - Passover
15 - Tax Day
9 - Daylight Savings Time begins
17 - Holy Thursday
18 - Good Friday
20 - Easter
22 - Earth Day
23 - Admin. Professional’s Day
25 - Arbor Day
27 - Divine Mercy Sunday
27 - Holocaust Remembrance Day

For the April 2014
meeting, members
who’s name begins M-Z,
please bring snacks
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General Membership Meeting
March 2, 2014
The March 2, 2014 meeting of the White Mountain Gem and
Mineral Club was called to order by Vice President Nanz
Marshall at 1:30 pm. She reported that President MonDragon
was ill and could not be present.
New members Stephanie Curtis, Lucas Norton, Kay Richter and
Stephen Buchmann introduced themselves. WELCOME!
Rose Fowers made a motion to accept the minutes as presented
in Rock Talk. A brief discussion followed, mostly mentioning
those of our members who are recovering from surgery or
illness. Peggy Lancaster had open heart surgery, Tom Williams
is going through cancer treatment, and David Bingell is
recovering from shoulder surgery. Vice President Marshall
reminded everyone to keep good thoughts for our ill
members, and also to let her know who she needs to send
notes to on behalf of the Club as a part of her Sunshine
responsibilities. The minutes were approved as presented in
Rock Talk.
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Mountains. In addition, Karen will have a Rock Food
display, started by Eunice McQuiston, and there will be
two fluorescent mineral displays. If you are interested
in having a display case, please contact Rick. Also,
please consider asking your favorite restaurant or
store to make a donation to the Club’s raffle.
Donation
letters and our Club business cards are available. Since
we are a 501(c)3 these donations are tax deductible.
We will also publicly announce the donation.
A friend of Peggy Lancaster has some equipment and
minerals to donate to the Club. These could be used to
generate funds for the Club. The person donating the
equipment also asked that some of the proceeds go to
her favorite charity.
Rick also announced that judges were needed for the North
East Regional Science Fair ,to be held at Blue Ridge High
School on March 7th. This year there are some earth science
exhibits. Be at the school by 9:30 and expect to stay
until 3:30. Lunch will be provided by Darby’s.
Bill announced that there were some very nice petrified
wood specimens this month in the silent auction.

Treasurer Larry Legge reported that expenses last month
amounted to $162.69 (mostly show related) and income was
$1055.

Rose Fower announced that the Mastodon she will be
talking about will be on permanent display at the Charlotte
Hall Museum in Prescott, beginning in June.

Vice President’s Report. Vice President Marshall talked
about a personal swap meet/silent auction to be held at
our April 6 meeting. Members can bring anything they
want to sell but it has to fit in the table space in front
of them. 20% of the proceeds go to the Club.

After a break, where there was a flurry of bidding at the
silent auction, Rose gave her presentation. Wow!

Nanz explained the year end prizes and how to get entries
into the yearend drawing. She also asked for a volunteer
to be the Club’s secretary.

50/50 was won by Jeannie Arnklev.

Today’s educational program will be a slide presentation
by Rose Fower about a Mastodon found in the Prescott area,
and her participation in the adventure.

Mineral specimen was won by Susan Hamen.

Jackie Pfeifer thanked Suzanne Fern for providing a list
of library materials. This list was emailed to club members
but will also be available on our website. Thank you Suzanne!
Rick Olson provided a report on our Meteor Crater trip
and announced the upcoming March trip.
We will be
going to Reserve, New Mexico. Meet at the Saffire Restaurant
at 8:45 on the 22nd.
Rick also gave a show report. He is working with Hondah
to overcome some of the challenges of last year. 14 dealers
have returned contracts. These are both local and out
of the area. Anyone who can, there will be a work session
at our storage facility (America 1 on Penrod), March 16
at 1 pm.
Rick is working on a display case of fossil
and mineral specimens within 100 miles of our White

Door Prize of a collapsible water bottle went to Gabriella
Zornes.

The Rock Hounds Manual went to Sandra Angelo

Motion to adjourn by Linda Stalder, with second provided by
Ursula Wilson. Meeting adjourned at 3:10
Respectfully submitted by Sandra Ann Angelo, Secretary
Pro-Tem

March 2014

Rock Talk

Page 4

March 22, 2014 Field Trip

Peridot Sand Wanted!

We will be traveling across the border
into New Mexico to collect a variety of
Agate and other "goodies", located
between Reserve and Aragon along Rt 12.

For those of you who went on the Peridot Trip to San
Carlos, I need a favor. If you gathered any Peridot
sand, and don't know what to do with it, I need it. I am
creating tiny bottles of Peridot with small corks in
them for the kids Grab Bags at our show in May. Any
and all donations of sand are appreciated.

We will meet at Safire Restaurant at 8:45
am, and depart at 9 am. If time and
weather permits, we may also go to
Turkey Flat in the mountains for beautiful
Banded Agate.

Your Editor

Bring a lunch, sunscreen, head protection
and good footwear. Maps will be provided
at the restaurant.
Contact Rick Olson at 928-251-0949 for
more information.

There will be no Coalition
trip in March, due to
some issues involving
a leader.

An Irish Blessing
May God grant you always.....
A sunbeam to warm you,
A moonbeam to charm you,
A sheltering Angel so nothing can harm you.
Laughter to cheer you.
Faithful friends near you.
And whenever you pray,
Heaven to hear you
(submitted by Eunice, 2013)

NOTE: Any member interested in selling
at this year's show, let Rick Olson know
at your earliest convenience. Contracts
are available now, and restrictions are
more flexible than in years past.
Remember, first come first served!
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White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club Library Books & Publications
JUNIOR ACTIVITIES:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Rock & Minerals Playing Cards
Laminated Posters: 2 dinosaurs and (1) fossils
Bingo Game to teach about minerals
Recognition by Diamond Ben Publications, 2008
26 rock specimens
1 SMALL binocular
3 dry eraser pens
Rocks, Minerals & Fossils, 2001
Decorating Rocks for Fun, 1972
Experiments with Rock & Minerals, 2002
Geology Rocks!, 1999
If You Find a Rock, 2000
Rocks & Minerals: A Gem of a Book!, 2009
The Skull Alphabet Book, 2002
Digging into Rocks, Minerals and Crystals
Family Fun with Rocks
Pebble Pets and Rock Rascals, 1975

JEWELRY DESIGN:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Creative Jewelry, Step-by-Step guide to beads and wire, 2003
Beadworth: Bead embroidery basics, 1998
Beaded Bags, 1985
Beaded Bracelets, 1992
Beaded Necklaces, 1989
Beads and Suede, 1993
Guide to Making Bead Jewelry, 1995
Handbook of Metal Casting
Jewelry Making for Beginners, 1973
Liquid Silver, 1995
Medicine Bags, 1994
Moods in Wire, 2003
Suncatchers, (beaded jewelry book)

MAGAZINES (PERIODICAL):
•
•
•
•
•

Suppliers who make it easier to get supplies, Feb 2005
JCK: Celebrating Color, Feb 2005
Prospecting and Mining Journal, Oct 2005
Rock and Gem, Aug 2002
A Directory of Fee-Based Rock Collecting Sites

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Montezuma’s Castle, Flyer, 1995
Nevada, Utah Gem Atlas, 1988
New Mexico’s Gem Trails, 1977
Petrified Forest National Park: Giant Logs Trail, pamphlet
Recreation Sites in Southwest National Forests, Aug 1984
Southwest Ghost Town Atlas, 1990
Utah’s Gem Trails, 1971

WESTERN:
• Southwest Indian Ceremonies
• Western Gem Hunter Atlas, 1965, 1966, 1979, 1990
ROCKS-MINERALS-GEMSTONES:
• A Field Guide to Rocks and Minerals, 1953
• The Adventure Book of Rocks, 1955
• Approved Reference List of Lapidary Material Names
• Arizona Minerals and How to Find Them, 1988
• Brazil’s Paradise of Gemstones
• Illustrated Guide to Common Rocks & Their Minerals, 1970
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Diamonds News Asian (Jewelry Asian News, 2004, Jan 2005)
Deserts: Geology and Resources, 2000
Dictionary of Geological Terms, 1976
Geologic Time: US Geological Survey
Mineral and Gem Localities in Arizona,1977
New Mexico Rocks and Minerals, 1988
North American Familiar Rocks and Minerals, 1991
Audubon Society
Prospecting for Gemstones in Arizona & the Southwest, 1980
Rock Hunter Field Manual, 195
Roadside Geology of Northern California, 1995
Simple Methods of Mining Gold, 1981
Today’s Treasure Hunter, 1971
Volcanoes – U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1975

GEMSTONE CARVING, ETC:

Focus/Santa Fe
• June/July 1990

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

TRIPS AND TRAILS:

VIDEOS:

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

American Indian Art
• Autumn 1975
• Spring 1976
• Summer 1976
The Wire Artist
• December 2000
• January 2005

Ten Trips near Needles, 1965
Fifty Hikes in Arizona
Arizona Gem Trails, 1970
Arizona Rockhound Guide – Office of Tourism
California Gem Trails, 1948, and 1974

Advanced Cabochon Gem Cutting, 1971
Art of Gem Carving, 1963
Comprehensive Faceting Instructions, 1968
Facet Cutter Handbook, 1962
Gem Craft Magazine , Aug 1975
Gem Cutters Guide, 1963
Gem Cutting: A Lapidary Handbook, 1980
Gem Cutting & Polishing with Crystalite Diamond Products, 1978/1980
Handbook of Gemstone Carving, 1968 & 1969
How to Make Basic Gem Carving, 1971
Rock Sculpture for Beginners, 1988
Trophy Winning Facet Cuts, 1973
Cabochon Gem Materials and their Lapidary Features, 1963 & 1963
Lost Wax or Investment Casting, 1968
Pro-Am Guide, Working with Gems
Professional Gemstone Tumbling, 2000

Basic Wire Wrap
Carving Gemstones
Diamonds of War: African Blood Diamonds, by
Gemstones of America, 1991 (Smithsonian film, 1991)
Rick’s Interview – Channel 4 Community Cares – September 2013
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Show Dates
Mar 15-16 - Cottonwood, Arizona
CKM Productions, LLC, Show and Sale
Mingus High School; 1801 E. Fir Street
Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-4; adults $3, children (under 12) free
contact Gayle Macklin, PO Box 21222, Sedona, AZ 86341,
(520) 921-0100; e-mail: gayleis@gmail.com
Apr 12-13 - Anthem, Arizona
Daisy Mountain Rock & Mineral Club Annual Show
Anthem School; 41020 N. Freedom Way
Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4; adults $3, seniors and students $2,
children free;
contact Ed Winbourne, 1717 W. Medinah Court, Anthem,
AZ 85086, (978) 460-1528
e-mail: ewinbourne@gmail.com
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A SHORT REMINDER!
Please DO NOT bring
ANY outside beverages into
the meetings at the VFW,
per the Management.
This applies to
Members & Guests
WMGMC Field Trips for 2014
Jan 18 - San Carlos for Peridot; Globe Gem & Mineral
Show
Feb 22 - Meteor Crater tour; Petrified Wood, Agate, and
Jasper near Winslow
Mar 22 - Reserve to Apache Creek for Agates
April 26 - St Johns Landfill for Fossil Teeth & other
Fossils
May 24-25 - White Mountain Gem & Mineral Show
Jun 21 - Diamond Point
Jul 26 - Mogollon town tour; Pueblo Campground for
Labradorite
Aug 23 - Crystal Claims outside of Springerville

All major religious traditions carry
basically the same message, that is
love, compassion and forgiveness.
The important thing is, they should
be part of our daily lives.
Dalai Lama

Sep 26-28 - Willcox weekend trip to Ghost Towns
and Mining Camps
Oct 25 - Control Road for Fossils & Geodes
Nov 22 - Swap Meet
December 7 - Christmas Supper
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Show Update
For our upcoming gem show on Memorial Day
weekend, we have 7 display cases that are
available for member use. Contact Rick at
928-251-0949 to reserve one.
Also, with one of the cases, we are going to
have a display of minerals and fossils found
within the White Mountain Region. We would
like to show off some really nice specimens to
the public, in order to entice others to join us.
If you have any specimen(s) or a polished item
that you think would present positive vibes,
bring them to the May meeting on the 4th so
that we may pick the best for this display.
Please include information on what it is, and
the general location where it was found.
Starting next month, (April), we will start
filling the schedule for working at the show.
Scheduling will be the same as last year in
that we are making 2 hour increments at each
station. Stations include Admission Table,
Raffle Ticket Sales, Club Merchandise, Silent
Auction/Spinning Wheel, Children Activities,
and Announcer.
If you would like to sign-up in advance, please
call Rick at 928-251-0949, or email at:
walkaround@earthlink.net
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There’s Nothing Wrong With Us
Did you ever stop and think,
And perhaps analyze.
How ridiculous our hobby looks,
Through other peoples’ eyes?
A group of grown-up people,
In a field on hands and knees,
With noses nearly to the ground,
Raised rumps is all one sees.
Or this same group of people,
Lugging sacks filled up with rocks.
It’s no wonder that the uniformed,
Think we have “Rock-Pox”.
And when they see us fairly drool,
Over someone else's find.
Is it any wonder that they think,
That we have lost our mind?
It is hard for them to comprehend,
The joy we all derive.
From fellowship, and the great outdoors,
And to just be alive!
The unknowing ones may scoff and jeer,
They just don’t understand.
That each of us is rich, indeed,
With prizes from our land.
So if they think we’re slightly daft,
Or perhaps one rock short.
They are the losers, because we know,
Our hobby is a great sport.
Via: Deming Rock Chips, April 1987
Via: Deming Rock Chips, October 2013
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Mineral of the Month, Sulfur
Sulfur (spelled sulphur in some countries), can make a very
beautiful mineral specimen, and fine quality examples are
much sought after. The unmistakable deep yellow color
is not matched by any other mineral, and the nicely shaped
crystal forms of sulfur add to its attractiveness.

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS:

Many people don't like the smell of sulfur, which is not
quite accurate, as sulfur itself has essentially no scent.
As for the odor we detect, this occurs when water,
(including humidity in the air), mixes with the sulfur and a
small amount of hydrogen sulfide (H2S) gas is produced.
Although only small amounts of H2S form this way, it is a
powerful odor producer, and is the dominating contributor
to the odor of rotten eggs. Rest assured, though, that
most specimens of sulfur, when kept dry, do not emit
a strong odor, and this is not difficult for collectors of fine
sulfur specimens to insure.

Luster is vitreous to more often resinous or earthy in massive
form. Transparency is transparent to translucent.

Sulfur easily burns in air with a blue flame, releasing the
oxide, which not only has a strong, distinctive odor,
(associated with brimstone, an ancient name for sulfur),
but the sulfur diode gas reacts with moisture in the lungs
and nasal passages, turning into toxic sulfurous acid.

Other Characteristics: odor (see above), poor heat conductivity
makes it brittle when heated and can actually crack if held
tightly in a person's hand.

Sulfur melts easily at a temperature only slightly above
the boiling point of water. The color of molten sulfur is yellow
at relatively cool temperatures, (116 degrees Celsius or 240
degrees Fahrenheit). It gradually turns blood-red as it is
heated to 200 degrees C / 400 degrees F, by which point
the initially runny liquid has thickened due to polymerization.
Note that sulfur is quite brittle, and handling should be
minimized. Rapid temperature cracking - even holding a
cool specimen in a warm hand may break it.
History:
Sulfur was known in ancient times, and was identified by the
Chinese as early as the sixth century BC, and extracted from
pyrite ore by them in the third century BC. It was used by the
Egyptians as a cosmetic agent. Within the Bible, in the Book of
Genesis, the text terms burning sulfur as brimstone. Pliny notes
the place of most abundant ancient occurrence as the Aegean
island of Milos.
In 1777, Lavoisier in 1777 established that sulfur is an element
rather than a compound. Major deposits of sulfur were found in
Texas and Louisiana in the latter nineteenth century, and the
Frasch process was subsequently developed to extract sulfur
from these ores.

Color is a strong yellow color in thick crystals, and duller yellow
in small crystals to pale yellow in massive or powdery forms. It
can also be reddish or greenish yellow with impurities.

Crystal System is orthorhombic; 2/m 2/m 2/m Crystal Habits
include mostly massive or powdery forms but well shaped
blocky crystals are common. Crystals can be made up of two
dipyramids, one with steeper faces than the other, prisms
and/orpinacoids in various combinations.
Cleavage is very poor in two directions. Fracture is conchoidal.
Streak is yellow. Hardness is 2. Specific Gravity is 2.0 - 2.1
(well Specific Gravity is 2.0 - 2.1 (well below average)

Notable Occurrences include Michigan and Ohio, USA; Sicily;
Poland and Chile.
Best Field indicators are color, odor, heat sensitivity, lack of
good cleavage and crystal habit.
BY: www.galleries.com Amethyst Galleries, Inc.
Also by: http://www.eoearth.org/

Via Mid-Georgia Gem Clips, April 2014
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(Give top part to Treasurer)
Membership Cards ______Name Badges _______Newsletter (check one ) Snail-mail______Email____ or Both______
E-mail address:__________________________________________________________________________
WMG&MC membership application: New_____ Renewal_____

Date:__________________________

Name______________________________________________________Phone:____________________________
(Please Print)
Address________________________________City________________________________State____Zip________
Type of Membership:

Single ($15.00)___________ Couple ($20.00__________ Cash______ or Check______

(Give bottom part to Editor/Membership Chair)
White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club
P.O. Box 3504
Show Low, AZ 85902

Membership Application

Dues are Due!

Date____________________
Type of Membership: Single ($15.00)_______ Couple ($20.00)______

New________Renewal_________

Name:____________________________________________________________Phone #_____________________
(Please Print)
Address_____________________________________City_________________________State______Zip________
(Please Print)
E-mail Address_______________________________________________________________________________?
Would you like to receive club newsletter via email? _______
Would you like to receive club newsletter via snail-mail mail?______
Or both? ______
Optional: Date of Birth (s) (Year Not Necessary) __________________________
(Name, Month, and Day)

_________________________

(Name, Month, and Day)

As a club member, list any junior member (s) you would like to sponsor:
1.____________________________________________________Age__________________
Please Print
2.____________________________________________________Age__________________
Please Print
Seasonal Members: Please list alternate address and months of residency
Address_____________________________________________City___________________State_____Zip_______
Months__________________________________________________Phone________________________

This is the last month I will be running the Membership Application.

White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club
P.O. Box 3504
Show Low, Arizona 85902-3504

Boy, this is one for the BOOKS! If any of ya'll have other ideas for puzzles for older folks,
send me a kiter! Let me know what you would like to see in this newsletter. Your editor.

