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President’s Message
Happy New Year everyone! New Year -- New Beginnings! We had a very good Board Meeting on the
4th, and developed a 2014 budget that I hope will meet with your approval. We have expanded our
budget to include some new items for the Show: signage, lights, display cases and a fluorescent
viewing box. Ron Ginn and Rick are already on the trail of some ready made (bargain) display cases.
Remember, just because we approve the money to spend, we don't necessarily have to spend it all!
We also discussed our field trips for this year and they sound very exciting, with many places we
have never traveled. Thank you Rick for finding new places for new adventures.
Another new budget item is Promotional Items. For those who were not at the meeting, the Board
decided to spend a little money to make a little money. We are planning to produce Club t-shirts and
more generic t-shirts for sale to rock hounds at the show. Also, we are going forward on the rock
hound mugs we have talked about for a couple years. More on those items as our plans develop.
Just a word on the December newsletter. Apparently the byte-size of the document with all the
pictures created a problem for sending. It has been reformatted and re-sent so I hope you all enjoyed it.
I threatened to share my inspirational calendar with you this year. January's thought is Integrity.
It is the practice of choosing ethics over convenience and truth over popularity. Remember, there
is never a wrong time to do the right thing. So, my fellow rock hounds, go forth and dare to be yourself!
Tonie

Dues are Due!

For All Rockhounds in the area!
Rock Talk is published monthly
by the White Mountain Gem &
Mineral Club, Inc. Any info/
comments that members wish
to have included in the monthly
newsletter must be turned in to
the editor at the general
membership meeting or call the
editor prior to the following
weekend after the meeting.

Membership Dues: $15 for a
single membership, and $20
for a couple/family. Dues are
due the 1st of January of every
calendar year along with a
completed application. If you
join in November of previous
year, your dues will be good
for all of the following year.

Meetings: 1st Sunday of the
month, (unless it falls on a
holiday), at the VFW Post
9907, 381 N. Central Ave,
Show Low, AZ. Turn north off
of the Deuce of Clubs at the
Burger King. Social half-hour
@ 1:00pm, meeting starts @
1:30pm. Bring snacks.
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Elected Officers
and Volunteers

Volunteer Positions

President
Tonie MonDragon
(859) 338-2296

Show Chairman
Rick Olson
(928) 251-0949
walkaround@earthlink.net

Vice President
Nanz Marshal
(928) 537-2524

Advertise & Public
Relations
NEED A VOLUNTEER!

Secretary
NEED A VOLUNTEER!

Librarian
Jackie Pfeifer

Treasurer
Larry Legge
(928) 537-2524

Education, Schools
and Libraries
NEED A VOLUNTEER!

Editor
Karen Stokes
(928) 229-0273

Greeter, Door Prizes,
50/50 Raffle
Kathleen Varhol
(928) 368-9556

Field Trip Chairman
Rick Olson
(928) 251-0949
walkaround@earthlink.net
Board Members at Large
Ron Ginn
(480) 294-0731
Sandra Angelo
(928) 537-3726
Rose Fowers
(928) 537-2195

Auctioneer
Bill Stalder
(928) 368-4496
Highway Clean-up
Brookie Embry
(928) 537-0760
Ruth King
(928) 337-2212
Claim Filing
Tonie MonDragon
(859) 338-2296
Bonus Prizes
Nanz Marshal
(928) 537-2524
Historian
Jeannie Arneklev
(480) 213-4187
Coalition Contact
Ron Ginn
(480) 294-0731

Remember
Our Fallen.
Veterans Do.

Sunshine
Nanz Marshall
(928) 537-2524
Web Master and
Membership Chair
Ron Ginn
(480) 294-0731
wginn3@gmail.com
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Birthdays
January
4 - Mark Holmstrom
6 - Joe Turnbow
19 - Tisha Peterson
19 - Marilyn Reynolds
26 - Lynne Wheeler-Benker

February
6 – Karen Dorsey
9 – Ridley Nolan

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, Ya’ll!!
MAY YOU HAVE MANY MORE!!
February Days of Interest
1 - Spunky Old Broads Day
2 - Groundhog Day
2 - Super Bowl Day
4 - Facebook’s Birthday
4 - World Cancer Day
7 - Girl Scout Cookie Day
8 - Tu B’Shvat
8 - Boy Scout Anniversary Day
9 - National Stop Bullying Day
11 - World Day of the Sick
11 - Extraterrestrial Visitor Day
14 - Valentine’s Day
15 - Susan B. Anthony Day
17 - President’s Day
19 - Iwo Jima Day (landing)
20 - Love your Pet Day
22 - International Sword Swallower’s Day
22 - International Tongue Twister Day
23 - Iwo Jima Day (flag raising)
23 - National Dog Bisquit Day
26 - Levi Strauss Day
27 - National Chili Day
28 - National Tooth Fairy Day
28 - Rare Disease Day

For the February 2014
meeting, members
who’s name begins M-Z,
please bring snacks
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General Membership Meeting
January 5, 2014

The White Mountain Gem and Mineral Club
Board Meeting was called to order at
12:00 pm at the home of President
MonDragon.
In attendance were Tonie
MonDragon, Nanz Marshall, Larry Legge,
Karen Stokes, Rick Olson, Jackie Pfeifer,
Jeannie Arneklev, Rose Fowers, Sandra
Angelo, Stan Arneklev, and Frederick Pfeifer.
After a yummy lunch prepared by Tonie,
the 2014 budget was discussed. The proposed
budget will be presented at the January
General Membership meeting on the 5th,
and voted on at the February General
Membership meeting.
Rose Fower
volunteered to formally welcome new
members in the monthly newsletters. Thank
you, Rose.
Rick presented dates and
locations for the 2014 fieldtrips. Unless
specified otherwise, fieldtrips are scheduled
the 3rd Saturday after the general membership
meeting.
Highway cleanup will be
scheduled for May and September. Thanks
to all who participated today. Meeting
was adjourned at 2:45.
Respectfully submitted by Sandra Ann Angelo,
Secretary Pro Tem
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Peridot Mine Trip
January 18, 2014
The first field trip of 2014 had temperatures in the 60s
and only a mild breeze. Our club had a rare opportunity,
in that a native in San Carlos was kind enough to allow
us to come to his claim and collect Peridot.
There were 29 members of both our club and the Sedona club
that got together in Globe at the local Casino parking lot.
Due to a slight miscommunication, we needed to get a
permit for each carload before going to the claim.
When we got to Basha’s in San Carlos, it looked like
we might be there all morning, as the staff was not
prepared to handle a group of our size. After calling
in some help, the cashier was able to get all of the
permits done in a timely manner.
Our host, Stevie Joey, was very patient in making sure
no one got lost getting to his claim, which is only a
short drive from San Carlos. Considering that Peridot
has been mined for centuries at this location, finding this
semi-precious gem was not a problem. Finding sizable
specimens was not an easy task, though. Of course,
if that were the case, the search would not be nearly
as rewarding. And, for those that were unsuccessful in
obtaining the quality that they had hoped to find, Stevie
had packets available for a nominal fee.
After a couple of hours in the primary area, Stevie showed us a
couple of other areas where weathering had exposed some
more material at older tailings. Considering that we were told
that there would be a 7 pound limit, Stevie was quite generous
with what he allowed each person to walk away with.
After 3+ hours, we gathered our goodies and headed to the
Gila County Gem & Mineral Show, which is held at the
Fairgrounds near Globe. Enjoying their 56th show made
for a wonderful conclusion to this great day of collecting
and socializing with the Sedona club members who joined
us for this trip. A really good time was had by all. From
the comments overheard, this may become a yearly “must-do”
trip for our club.
Rick
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Happy Hunters at the Peridot Mine!

January 2014

Rock Talk

Page 5

Some interesting Peridot Mine Facts
Geronimo's "land of no enclosures" has been reduced to a
patchwork of tiny islands whose clearly-defined borders are all
too painful reminders of what once was. Yet in at least one of
those islands, a remarkable turning-of-the-tables is taking place.
In their hunger for copper, the US government and various mining concerns cut into the San Carlos reservation bit-by-bit, veinby-vein, until they had reduced the size of the original grant by
more than half. Little did they know, they were forcibly moving
the San Carlos Apache right smack onto a gold mine.
Or a peridot mine, to be more precise. By the time all was said
and done, the San Carlos Apache found themselves inhabiting
perhaps the most gemstone-rich piece of land in the United
States - with the most significant peridot deposit in the entire
world right in the middle. And this time they aren't moving.
"My people got screwed," says Charles Vargas, the owner of
Apache Gems and my guide for a tour of the San Carlos Apache
Reservation. "Outsiders used to come up here and buy fivegallon buckets of peridot rough for $2 to $5 per pound - the miners didn't know what it was really worth, and the buyers weren't
about to tell them."
Vargas is part of a new generation of miners in San Carlos who
are using their power as the prime source of the world's peridot
to negotiate better prices for rough and even set up their own
cutting, polishing and distribution channels.
"There's really been a change with the miners," says Vargas.
"They're starting to be more aware of the value of their output - a
lot of them are even grading the rough themselves."
At about midday, we park near the lip of one of the open-face pits
that dot the mesa, providing access to the individual peridot
grains and aggregates of grains that occur in a three to 35-meter
thick basalt that forms the top and sides of the table-top.
Like a tremendous pillbox hat sheltering San Carlos town, Peridot Mesa seems smaller from the top. Its flatness leads one to
forget the elevation completely and a glance at the surrounding
mountains soon puts to rest any lingering feelings of selfimportance. Scattered about the grass and rocks of the table-top
like crumbs left by a messy giant with a fondness for Grannie
Sookers are tiny grains of bright green to olive-green peridot.
Vargas points out his claim just beyond a ridge before signaling
to a trio of miners working a rock face with picks and hammers
about 100 yards away and out of earshot. Through hand-signals
he indicates that he's ready to buy rough. The miners signal that
they don't have enough material yet, but to come back later.
Mining on Peridot Mesa is strictly open-face, with explosives and
earth-moving equipment brought in when required - and when a
claim-owner can afford to bust through some eight yards of overburden to get to the layer of black basalt containing pockets of
densely-packed crystals.

Peridot, the gem species of olivine, occurs primarily in basalt, or
lava rock, forming in magma bursts from deep in the earth's
mantle. By comparison, diamond is formed relatively high in the
mantle. Peridot can be found in a number of locations on the
reservation, which is situated on a basalt volcanic field that consists of cone and lava flow remnants, but the major deposit is at
the mesa, which is literally a mountain of olivine and the most
highly concentrated deposit of gem-quality peridot in the world.
"We look at the deposit as our permanent bank account," says
Vargas. "When anybody needs some extra money, they can go
up to the mesa, break a few rocks and take out what they need."
There is a reverence for the land among the miners. They see the
mesa as a blessing, and are in no way tempted to bring up really
heavy equipment, tear the strip of overburden off in one fell
swoop, root out the gemstones and move on. "This deposit isn't
just about us, it's about our children and our children's children," says Tony, a heavyset miner working a claim in the far
northern corner of the mesa.
"This place is our own small country - a Third World country
inside a First World one," says Vargas. "We've got our own borders, our own laws, our own way of doing things."
As recently as 1993, San Carlos was producing from 80 to 95
percent of the world's gem-grade peridot, according to the US
Geological Survey.
These days, however, Apache miners face stiff competition from
Pakistan and China, where the large, cheap labor force working
the deposits has some in San Carlos worried that they won't be
able to keep up.
Burma remains the quality standard for peridot, but with output
slowing to a trickle in recent years, Pakistan has come to the
forefront. "The best Pakistan is the finest that I've seen lately,"
says Larson, "and the finest Burma has always been the finest.
Egyptian, of course, doesn't exist anymore, at least not in quantity or size."
San Carlos peridot fits in somewhere in the middle, between the
superior size of Pakistan and Burma and the massive production
of China. The trump card San Carlos holds is its location.

Excerpt from the Globe Miami Times

Stevie Joey, claim holder on Peridot Mesa Mine, led us to
his claim and we were able to dig for over 2 hours ,
and everyone was happy with their finds.

Rock Talk

January 2014
Show Dates

Jan 1 - 28 Quartzsite, Arizona
Annual show, Multiple Venues.
Tyson Wells Desert Gardens RV Park,
Desert Gardens Show Grounds, etc . . .
Hundreds of dealers, TONS of NEATO STUFF!!
Daily 9-5; free admission; dealers from around the world
Web site: www.tysonwells.com
Web site: www.desertgardensrvpark.net
Jan 16 - 18 Globe, Arizona
57th Annual Gila County Gem and Mineral Show
Gila County Fair Grounds
900 E Fairgrounds Rd, Globe, AZ 85501
Lapidary equipment, jewelery, books, mineral specimens,
copper art, & much more. Demonstrations of Bead
making, silver smithing, wire wrapping and more.
Hours: Thursday, 9 - 5, Friday & Saturday, 9 - 7.
Jan 30 - Feb 16 Tucson, Arizona
Annual show; Eons Expos; Tucson 22nd Street Show
intersection of I-10 and 22nd Street;
Daily 9-6; free admission; minerals, fossils, dinosaurs,
meteorites, gems, jewelry, rough rock.
contact Christine Perner, 38 Fox Ridge Rd., Sparta, NJ
07871, (516) 818-122
e-mail: Christine@EonsExpos.com
Web site: www.22ndStreetShow.com
Feb 22-23 Mesa, Arizona
48th Annual Jewelry, Gem and Rock Show
Apache Junction Rock & Gem Club
Skyline High School; 845 S. Crismon Rd.
Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4; adults $3, students $1, children free;
contact Katy Tunnicliff, (918) 440-9152
e-mail: katydidnt2007@gmail.com
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A SHORT REMINDER!
Please DO NOT bring
ANY outside beverages into
the meetings at the VFW,
per the Management.
This applies to
Members & Guests
WMGMC Field Trips for 2014
Jan 18 - San Carlos for Peridot; Globe Gem & Mineral
Show
Feb 22 - Meteor Crater tour; Petrified Wood, Agate, and
Jasper near Winslow
Mar 22 - Reserve to Apache Creek for Agates
April 26 - St Johns Landfill for Fossil Teeth & other
Fossils
May 24-25 - White Mountain Gem & Mineral Show
Jun 21 - Diamond Point
Jul 26 - Mogollon town tour; Pueblo Campground for
Labradorite
Aug 23 - Crystal Claims outside of Springerville
Sep 26-28 - Willcox weekend trip to Ghost Towns
and Mining Camps
Oct 25 - Control Road for Fossils & Geodes

There are NO shortcuts to
any place worth going.
submitted by Nanz
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New Members and Volunteers

Ken & Susie Haman
New Members

Billie & Ted Schultz
New Members

Ridley Nolan
New Member

Jackie & Fran Pfeifer
New Board Members
Rose & Steve Fowers
New Board Members
NOTE: Any member interested in selling
at this year's show, let Rick Olson know
at your earliest convenience. Contracts
are available now, and restrictions are
more flexible than in years past.
Remember, first come first served!
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(Give top part to Treasurer)
Membership Cards ______Name Badges _______Newsletter (check one ) Snail-mail______Email____ or Both______
E-mail address:__________________________________________________________________________
WMG&MC membership application: New_____ Renewal_____

Date:__________________________

Name______________________________________________________Phone:____________________________
(Please Print)
Address________________________________City________________________________State____Zip________
Type of Membership:

Single ($15.00)___________ Couple ($20.00__________ Cash______ or Check______

(Give bottom part to Editor/Membership Chair)
White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club
P.O. Box 3504
Show Low, AZ 85902

Membership Application

Dues are Due!

Date____________________
Type of Membership: Single ($15.00)_______ Couple ($20.00)______

New________Renewal_________

Name:____________________________________________________________Phone #_____________________
(Please Print)
Address_____________________________________City_________________________State______Zip________
(Please Print)
E-mail Address_______________________________________________________________________________?
Would you like to receive club newsletter via email? _______
Would you like to receive club newsletter via snail-mail mail?______
Or both? ______
Optional: Date of Birth (s) (Year Not Necessary) __________________________
(Name, Month, and Day)

_________________________

(Name, Month, and Day)

As a club member, list any junior member (s) you would like to sponsor:
1.____________________________________________________Age__________________
Please Print
2.____________________________________________________Age__________________
Please Print
Seasonal Members: Please list alternate address and months of residency
Address_____________________________________________City___________________State_____Zip_______
Months__________________________________________________Phone________________________

Signature (s)__________________________________________________________________________Date_________________

White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club
P.O. Box 3504
Show Low, Arizona 85902-3504

January’s Peridot Puzzle

peridot
olivine
silicate
magnesium
forsterite
olive green
ultramafic rock
lava
meteorite
pallasite
kilbourne hole
san carlos
smithsonian
august
basalt
pyroxene
reservation
inclusions
china
pakistan
burma

Courtesy of the Editor,
Karen Stokes

