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President’s Message
The holidays are fast approaching. I hope you have all your beading, jewelry,
and/or lapidary projects ready to give your loved ones.
I love the Holiday Season, doesn't everyone? But, to me November is a special
time of year. That's right, Thanksgiving!!! I know it is all about the Pilgrims
and the Turkey. It also is a time to give thanks to those who have touched our
lives, and done special things to make our lives more enriched.
I hope you take time this month before you get all wrapped up in Christmas
to acknowledge the people and good deeds that have come your way this past
year. Let me give you a few suggestions: the vet that treats your animals like
members of your family. How about the front office staff at your doctor and
dentist offices. Don't forget your haircutter. Or, your neighbor who watches your
home when we are field-tripping.
For me the most important people in my life (after my daughter) are you
guys. Thank you so much for your friendship and all you do to make our Club
as special as it is. I thoroughly enjoy each time we get together. Speaking of
which . . . don't forget the Club's year-end get-together on our regular meeting
day . . . December 1st.
In the meantime HAPPY THANKSGIVING!!!

THANK YOU ALL VETERANS FOR YOUR SERVICE!
(Love) Tonie

For All Rockhounds in the area!
Rock Talk is published monthly
by the White Mountain Gem &
Mineral Club, Inc. Any info/
comments that members wish
to have included in the monthly
newsletter must be turned in to
the editor at the general
membership meeting or call the
editor prior to the following
weekend after the meeting.

Membership Dues: $15 for a
single membership, and $20
for a couple/family. Dues are
due the 1st of January of every
calendar year along with a
completed application. If you
join in November of previous
year, your dues will be good
for all of the following year.

Meetings: 1st Sunday of the
month, (unless it falls on a
holiday), at the VFW Post
9907, 381 N. Central Ave,
Show Low, AZ. Turn north off
of the Deuce of Clubs at the
Burger King. Social half-hour
@ 1:00pm, meeting starts @
1:30pm. Bring snacks.
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Elected Officers
and Volunteers

Show Chairman
Rick Olson
(928) 251-0949
walkaround@earthlink.net

Vice President
Nanz Marshal
(928) 537-2524

Advertise & Public
Relations
NEED A VOLUNTEER!

Secretary
NEED A VOLUNTEER!

Librarian
Jackie Pfeifer

Treasurer
Larry Legge
(928) 537-2524

Education, Schools
and Libraries
NEED A VOLUNTEER!

Editor
Karen Stokes
(928) 229-0273

Greeter, Door Prizes,
50/50 Raffle
Kathleen Varhol
(928) 368-9556

Board Members at Large
Ron Ginn
(480) 294-0731
Sandra Angelo
(928) 537-3726
Rick Olson
(928) 251-0949

Birthdays

Volunteer Positions

President
Tonie MonDragon
(859) 338-2296

Field Trip Chairman
Sumner Christie
(928) 537-2358
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Auctioneer
Bill Stalder
(928) 368-4496
Highway Clean-up
Brookie Embry
(928) 537-0760
Ruth King
(928) 337-2212
Claim Filing
Tonie MonDragon
(859) 338-2296

November
12 - Dee Budde

December
3 - Joan Hinton
10 - David Bingell
10 - Bobbie Turnbow
15 - Brookie Embry
26 - Lynne Wheeler-Benker

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, Ya’ll!!
MAY YOU HAVE MANY MORE!!
October Days of Interest
1 - All Saints Day
3 - Daylight Savings time ends
4 - Islamic New Year
5 - Election Day
11 - Veteran’s Day
13 - Ashura
13 - Sadie Hawkins Day
17 - World Peace Day
21 - Great American Smokeout
27 - Hanukkah starts
28 - Thanksgiving Day
30 - St. Andrew

Bonus Prizes
Nanz Marshal
(928) 537-2524
Historian
Jeannie Arneklev
(480) 213-4187
Coalition Contact
Ron Ginn
(480) 294-0731

Remember
Our Fallen.
Veterans Do.

Sunshine
Nanz Marshall
(928) 537-2524
Web Master and
Membership Chair
Ron Ginn
(480) 294-0731
wginn3@gmail.com

For the December 2013
meeting, we will be having
our annual Christmas
get-together. Please bring
your favorite holiday dish
to share.
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General Membership Meeting
November 3, 2013
The November 3, 2013 meeting of the White Mountain Gem &
Mineral Club was called to order at 1:26 pm by President
MonDragon. Two guests were present, Eileen Anderson and her
nephew, William. A motion was made by Nanz Marshall, with a
second provided by Stan Arneklev, to approve the minutes as
presented in the October issue of Rock Talk. Minutes were
approved with a unanimous vote.
President MonDragon asked if anyone wanted to volunteer
for the open secretary’s position, or add their name to the
ballot for any of the other positions. If the 2014 slate remained
as published, a general vote could be taken for approval rather
than a ballot vote. The vote would take place during Old Business.
Upcoming events were announced including the New Mexico
Mineral Symposium (11/9 - 11/10), Lake Havasu Club Show (11/911/10), Payson Rimstones Show (11/16-11/17), Wickenburg Club
Show (11/30-12/1), and the Flagg Show in Mesa (1/3-5/14).
Other announcements: If you would like a magnetic name badge,
the cost is $5. 2014 calendars can be purchased for $8.50. See
Tonie if you are interested.
President MonDragon thanked A-L for bringing snacks, and
reminded everyone to contribute for the drinks and tip.
Vice President Marshall announced that today’s education program
would be on crystals. She also would be showing some of the
end-of-year prizes. She then asked that we write letters to our
state elected officials, asking that the Mining and Mineral museum
be re-opened. A sample letter will be found in the newsletter at a
later date.
Treasurer Legge reported that the only expense we had last month
was the membership dues for the Pinetop Chamber of Commerce,
in the amount of $105. Income was $109.50.
Editor Karen Stokes reminded people that if they correctly
identified the mystery picture last month, they should let her know if
they wanted a magnet or a window sticker.
Rick reported that we had a very large group attend the
October field trip to Young, including a group from Apache
Junction. It was a beautiful day for a fieldtrip. Lunch at Antler’s
was good too. The November trip will be to the landfill in
St. Johns, where we can find Phytosaur teeth, palm wood, and
selenite. The date is November 23.
Show update: Contracts have been sent out to 11 vendors from last
year’s show who wanted to return. This year there will be an option
of a two table minimum to encourage smaller more local vendors to
participate.
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Old Business: Larry Embry made a motion to approve the
slate of officers for 2014, with Ruth King providing the second.
Vote was unanimous. Congratulations and thanks to the new
officers. The proposed changes to the by-laws were approved.
Ursula Wilson and Linda Stalder provided the motion and second.
Rick Olson, Tonie MonDragon, & Jasper manned the club’s table
at the Regional Science Fair Open House. It was a beautiful sunny
Fall day, albeit a bit windy. People from all over the state
attended. A number of people signed up for the school mineral
kits. Nanz will contact Marty Zimmerman for the kits, and
the club will deliver them to the schools. A visitor was impressed
with the mineral give-a-ways and donated $5 to the club.
Next year the event will be held in September.
Some members expressed an interest in buying the mineral kits
as gifts. Nanz will find out from Marty Zimmerman if this
is a possibility.
New Business: Next month is our Christmas/Chanukah/Holiday
party. The business meeting will be kept to a minimum. Bring
a “no more than $10” gift if you want to participate in the
gift exchange. As in the past, the club will provide the meat
entrée. A signup sheet was passed around for pot luck
contributions.
This month we celebrate our Veterans. All club Vets were asked to
stand to be recognized.
David Bingell suggested that we have a personal silent auction.
In other words, club members could auction items, and a 20%
contribution be made to the club for the amount sold.
The membership seemed interested. This will happen probably
next March. More details will be available prior to the event.
Rick reported that the club Black light had been repaired. An
invoice will be forthcoming. A viewing box will possibly be
ordered to be used at shows and other club events.
After the break, Nanz showed everyone the Year-End Participation
prizes. She then gave her presentation on Crystals. She had
some really magnificent specimens to support her presentation.
Drawings:
Door Prize - Jackie Pfeifer won the Happy Magnet.
50/50 – Bill Stalder won $21, Judy H. won the Luna agate specimen, Larry Legge won the cut geode, and Blue Thompson won the
jar of Chocolate Honey.
Motion to adjourn was made by Rick Olson with the second
provided by Karen Stokes. Meeting adjourned at 3:05 pm.
Respectfully submitted: Sandra Angelo, Secretary Pro-Tem.
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November’s Fieldtrip
The field trip for November will be to the St.
John’s Landfill on Saturday, Nov 23rd. This is
always a fine time for all, and we will be rewarded with some nice finds.
We have had some first-time rockhounds find
NICE Phytosaur (croc ancestors) teeth and
bone, and many fossils have been found.
We will meet at Wilbur’s IGA in St. Johns @
9am, and caravan from there.
(Weather is always a factor!)
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Coalition Trip
Saturday, November 23, 2013
The Coalition Trip for this month is off of Table
Mesa Road, to find jasper.
Rockhounds West will lead the coalition to find
jasper - red, yellow and green. Leave I-17 at Exit
236, and go west. At the end of the pavement,
continue about 1/8th mile to a large parking area on
the left side of the road. This is a parking area and
NOT the shoulder. Meet at the parking area at 9:15
to sign in, and be ready to leave by 9:30.
There are about 4 miles of a gravel, oiled road
suitable for any car. Just before the hill leading to
the collecting site, there is a parking area. From
there we can “ferry” those up the hill who do not
want to drive their cars the last hundred yards or
so.
WATCH FOR TRAFFIC!!
GRAVEL TRUCKS and ATVs both use this road!
Don’t block the road. Pull off the road to park.
Nancy Woods, Rockhounds West, Sun City West
623-214-9045
If there is service, my cell number for the trip:
623-523-3422

As I am still relatively new to the club, and having
travelled to a short list of the collecting sites that
so many of you are familiar with, I would like your
input on where you would like to go in 2014.
Please feel free to suggest up to 3 locations for
monthly trips, and one general area for our
weekend excursions. Send all suggestions to my
email address:
walkaround@earthlink.net
Thanks, Rick Olson
Your NEW Field Trip Organizer for 2014

HARD FACTS . . .
Diamonds were formed over a period of a billion or more
years, deep within the earth.
Diamonds are 58 times harder than the next hardest natural
mineral on earth, corundum.
They are, however, brittle, and if you hit one hard with a
hammer, it will shatter or splinter.
If heated to a temperature of about 763 degrees Celsius, or
1,405 degrees Fahrenheit, the diamonds will simply disappear!
Vanish! No Ash. Only a little carbon dioxide will have been
released.
via Gems from the Redwoods, October 2013
via the Petrograph, January 2010,
via The Tumble Rumble, March, 2011
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October Trip to Young, Arizona

A Good Time was had by All!
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Show Dates
November 1-3 Black Canyon City, Arizona
37th Annual Rock-a-Rama; High Desert Helpers
High Desert Park; 19001 E. Jacie Ln,
Black Canyon City, AZ
Fri. 9-4, Sat. 9-4, Sun. 9-2, free admission
contact Sue, Coordinator, PO Box 212,
Black Canyon City, AZ 85324-0212, (602) 471-0173
e-mail: riverdiva@gmail.com
Web site: www.highdeserthelpers.org
November 9-10 Lake Havasu City, Arizona
Lake Havasu Gem & Mineral Society
LHC Community Center; 100 Park Ave.
Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-4; adults $1, students and children free
contact Elizabeth Porter, 2810 Holiday Dr.
Lake Havasu City, AZ 86403, (928) 453-8415
e-mail: lizinyl@aol.com
November 16-17 Payson, Arizona
Payson Rimstones Rock Club
Mazatzal Hotel & Casino Event Center; Hwy. 87,
mile marker 251; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4; adults $2,
children (under 12) free
contact Margaret Jones, PO Box 884, Pine, AZ 85544
(928) 970-0857; e-mail: margieaberry@gmail.com
Nov 30 - Dec 1 Wickenburg, Arizona
Show and sale; Wickenburg Gem & Mineral Show
Hassayampa Elementary School; 251 S. Tegner St.
Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4; free admission
contact Beth Myerson, 21825 W. Date Creek Rd.,
Wickenburg, AZ 85390, (480) 540-2318
e-mail: myerbd@gmail.com
Jan 3 - 12 Quartzsite, Arizona
Annual show; Tyson Wells Enterprises Inc.
Tyson Wells Show Grounds; 100 W. Kuehn St.
Daily 9-5; free admission; dealers from around the world
contact Kym Scott, PO Box 60, Quartzsite, AZ 85346
(928) 927-6364; e-mail: tysonwells@tds.net
Web site: www.tysonwells.com

Page 6

November’s Field Trip
The field trip for November will be to the St.
John’s Landfill on Saturday, Nov 23rd. This is
always a fine time for all, and we will be rewarded with some nice finds.
We have had some first-time rockhounds find
NICE Phytosaur (croc ancestors) teeth and
bone, and many fossils have been found.
We will meet at Wilbur’s IGA in St. Johns @ 9am,
and caravan from there.
(Weather is always a factor!)
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Removing a stuck cabochon
Here’s a quick, safe way to remove a cabochon that
gets stuck in the bezel of a finding when grinding for
a perfect fit. Don’t start picking and prying. Take it to
the kitchen, and have a towel or washcloth handy.
Put a cup or two of water into a small pan, and
bring to a boil. Take a pair of needle nose pliers
or tweezers and dip the offender in hot water (one
or two minutes is usually enough.) Remove and
tap it gently with a pencil over the towel. It should
drop out free and unharmed. The trick is very simple.
The metal of the finding will expand more quickly
than the stone, so the stone drops out.
Author unknown.
via Gems from the Redwoods, 10/13,
Original Source, MAGS Rockhound News, 12/02,
via Golden Spike News, 4/04,
via Quarry Quips, 5/05
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To get a gloss finish on tiger-eye, polish once, then
dry, then put a drop of vinegar on it. Leave it a
couple of minutes, and give it a second polish.
Result should be the deep finish you want.
original source unknown.
via Gems from the Redwoods, 10/13,
via the Rockhound Gazette, 2/00
via Eureka News, 6/85
via Chips, 2/00

Whether one believes in a
religion or not, and whether
one believes in rebirth or not,
there isn't anyone who doesn't
appreciate
kindness and
compassion.
Dalai Lama

Tips on buying Faceting Rough
* Do not buy rough that sparkles. Flashes inside a
piece of rough material are caused by internal
flaws. Cutting this rough will yield more flaws, and
a smaller stone than you thought you could get.
* Do not buy tourmaline that has a dark, inky-looking
C-axis. Stones cut from this material will almost
always be murky.
* The best rough will look like a hard piece of crystal
glass.
* When buying rough by the piece, always remember
the depth to width ratio of the stone you are trying
to cut.
* Whenever possible, buy rough by the largest parcel
you can afford. Grade a portion of it, then bid
on the whole parcel.
via Gems from the Redwoods, 10/13
via Chips & Tips, ?/?
via The Nugget, 6/99

To determine how solid a slab is, heat it in hot water,
(only until it is hot clear through. Protect hands when
removing it from the hot water). The surface will dry
immediately - with the exception of pits and fractures,
which will be outlined with water.
original source unknown.
via Gems from the Redwoods, 10/13,
via the Rockhound Gazette, 2/00
via Eureka News, 6/85
via Chips, 2/00
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A Rock Makes an Excellent Puppy
A rock makes and excellent puppy,
They're practically almost the same.
Except that a puppy's rambunctious;
a rock is a little more tame.
It's true that a rock's not as hyper.
It may not chase after a ball.
And, often as not, when you call it,
it won't even hear you at all.
And maybe it doesn't roll over,
and isn't excited to play,
but rocks always sit when you tell them,
and rocks really know how to stay.
It may sleep a little bit longer.
It probably eats a bit less.
But rocks never pee on the carpet.
You won't have to pick up their mess.
So go ask your folks for a puppy,
and possibly that's what you'll get.
But, still, if you can't have a puppy,
a rock is a pretty good pet.
It doesn't annoy you with barking;
It quietly sits on a shelf.
A rock makes an excellent puppy.
That's what I keep telling myself.
from the book
The Tighty-Whitey Spider, by Kenn Nesbitt,
www.poetry4kids.com

NOTE: Any member interested in selling
at next year's show, let Rick Olson know
at your earliest convenience. Contracts
are available now, and restrictions are
more flexible than in years past.
Remember, first come first served!
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Brad’s Bench Tips
USING YOUR THUMB
When using multiple bits in a Foredom, we often have to deal
with several different shaft sizes - the usual 3/32 inch burs,
the larger 1/8 inch shafts sizes, and of course the many different
sizes of drills. For some reason, I really dislike having to
turn the key multiple times to open or close the jaws of
the handpiece chuck.
So I have two ways to speed up that task. For opening up the
jaws, I just remember "four"; the number of turns I have
to make to open the chuck just enough from the 3/32 burr
shaft size to the larger 1/8 bur shaft size.
For closing the jaws around a smaller shaft, there's a neat
trick. Hold the new bit in the center of the open jaws
of the chuck, put your thumb lightly onto the outer
toothed collar of the chuck, and gently start up the Foredom.
As the chuck turns, it will naturally tighten the jaws
around the bur shaft or the drill bit. Then all you have
to do is a final tightening USING YOUR THUMB key.
More Bench Tips by Brad Smith are at facebook.com/BenchTips/
or search for "Bench Tips for Jewelry Making" on Amazon
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(Give top part to Treasurer)
Membership Cards ______Name Badges _______Newsletter (check one ) Snail-mail______Email____ or Both______
E-mail address:__________________________________________________________________________
WMG&MC membership application: New_____ Renewal_____

Date:__________________________

Name______________________________________________________Phone:____________________________
(Please Print)
Address________________________________City________________________________State____Zip________
Type of Membership:

Single ($15.00)___________ Couple ($20.00__________ Cash______ or Check______

(Give bottom part to Editor/Membership Chair)
White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club
P.O. Box 3504
Show Low, AZ 85902

Membership Application

Dues are Due!

Date____________________
Type of Membership: Single ($15.00)_______ Couple ($20.00)______

New________Renewal_________

Name:____________________________________________________________Phone #_____________________
(Please Print)
Address_____________________________________City_________________________State______Zip________
(Please Print)
E-mail Address_______________________________________________________________________________?
Would you like to receive club newsletter via email? _______
Would you like to receive club newsletter via snail-mail mail?______
Or both? ______
Optional: Date of Birth (s) (Year Not Necessary) __________________________
(Name, Month, and Day)

_________________________

(Name, Month, and Day)

As a club member, list any junior member (s) you would like to sponsor:
1.____________________________________________________Age__________________
Please Print
2.____________________________________________________Age__________________
Please Print
Seasonal Members: Please list alternate address and months of residency
Address_____________________________________________City___________________State_____Zip_______
Months__________________________________________________Phone________________________

Signature (s)__________________________________________________________________________Date_________________

White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club
P.O. Box 3504
Show Low, Arizona 85902-3504

November’s Word Puzzle
topaz
cornucopia
mayflower
stuffing
thankfulness
cranberry
boliva
thanksgiving
election day
plymouth rock
troops
usmc

heros
squanto
turkey
honor
squash
veterans day
citrine
pilgrims
russia
brazil
spain

Courtesy of the editor, Karen Stokes

