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President’s Message
Thanks to Clete, Rick and Nanz for bring us an excellent program this month on the Four
Peaks Mine, and our thanks to Doug, the presenter. You know, we are not just a hobby group,
we are all about education!
Thanks also to the members who have volunteered to fill the elected and volunteer
positions with the Club. Your contributions are greatly appreciated and we could not
have an successful organization without them.
Speaking of which, I want to encourage our members to consider attending the
34th Annual New Mexico Mineral Symposium being held in Socorro, New Mexico,
on November 9 & 10, 2013. I attended two years ago and was very impressed with
the facilities and the program. This year there will be 4 presentations on Arizona minerals,
and one presentation on the history of collecting at the Kelly and Juanita Mines.
The Kelley Mine has long been a favorite of our membership.
One of the Arizona talks will be about the mineralogy along Arizona's Route 66. Along
with the programs, there is a banquet Saturday night, hotel mineral vendors and a tour
of the Museum, plus more activities. Registration for over 55 years is $30 and the banquet
is $25 each. Trust me, this is very reasonable for all you can get out of the Symposium.
You can register on line at http://geoinfo.nmt.edu/museum/minsymp/registration,
or call for more info (575)835-5140 [Call: (575)835-5140] . Tonie

For All Rockhounds in the area!
Rock Talk is published monthly
by the White Mountain Gem &
Mineral Club, Inc. Any info/
comments that members wish
to have included in the monthly
newsletter must be turned in to
the editor at the general
membership meeting or call the
editor prior to the following
weekend after the meeting.

Membership Dues: $15 for a
single membership, and $20
for a couple/family. Dues are
due the 1st of January of every
calendar year along with a
completed application. If you
join in November of previous
year, your dues will be good
for all of the following year.

Meetings: 1st Sunday of the
month, (unless it falls on a
holiday), at the VFW Post
9907, 381 N. Central Ave,
Show Low, AZ. Turn north off
of the Deuce of Clubs at the
Burger King. Social half-hour
@ 1:00pm, meeting starts @
1:30pm. Bring snacks.
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Elected Officers
and Volunteers

Show Chairman
Rick Olson
(928) 251-0949
walkaround@earthlink.net

Vice President
Nanz Marshal
(928) 537-2524

Advertise & Public
Relations
NEED A VOLUNTEER!

Secretary
NEED A VOLUNTEER!

Librarian
NEED A VOLUNTEER!

Treasurer
Larry Legge
(928) 537-2524

Education, Schools
and Libraries
NEED A VOLUNTEER!

Editor
Karen Stokes
(928) 229-0273

Greeter, Door Prizes,
50/50 Raffle
Kathleen Varhol
(928) 368-9556

Board Members at Large
Ron Ginn
(480) 294-0731
Sandra Angelo
(928) 537-3726
Rick Olson
(928) 251-0949

Birthdays

Volunteer Positions

President
Tonie MonDragon
(859) 338-2296

Field Trip Chairman
Sumner Christie
(928) 537-2358
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Auctioneer
Bill Stalder
(928) 368-4496
Highway Clean-up
Brookie Embry
(928) 537-0760
Ruth King
(928) 337-2212
Claim Filing
Tonie MonDragon
(859) 338-2296
Bonus Prizes
Nanz Marshal
(928) 537-2524
Historian
Jeannie Arneklev
(480) 213-4187

October

November

1 - Clete Hinton
5 - Valerie Holmstrom
6 - Edie Christie
14 - Donald Cassidy

12 - Dee Budde

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, Ya’ll!!
MAY YOU HAVE MANY MORE!!
October Days of Interest
1 - World Vegetarian Day
1 - National Golf Day
6 - Come and Take It Day
11 - Take Your Teddy Bear to Work Day
13 - No Bra Day
14 - Columbus Day
16 - Bosses Day
17 - Wear Something Gaudy Day
19 - Sweetest Day
22 - National Nut Day
24 - United Nations Day
25 - Frankenstein Friday
27 - Navy Day
21 - St. Simon/St. Jude
21 - Count your Buttons Day
31 - Halloween
31 - Increase Your Psychic Powers Day

Coalition Contact
Ron Ginn
(480) 294-0731

Remember
Our Fallen.
Veterans Do.

Sunshine
Nanz Marshall
(928) 537-2524
Web Master and
Membership Chair
Ron Ginn
(480) 294-0731
wginn3@gmail.com

For the November 2013
meeting, members who’s
name begins A-L, please
bring snacks
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General Membership Meeting
October 6, 2013
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The North Eastern Science Fair will be next Saturday at the Nature Center
on Woodland road in Lakeside. It will be 10 - 3 pm. Set-up will start
at 9 am. If anyone would like to help with set-up, or volunteer to sit at our
table for part of the day, please come and participate.

Tonie called the meeting to order at 1:25 PM. Guests were introduced: Gary,
Ridley and Karen.

No old business.

A motion to approve the minutes was brought up by Peggy, seconded by
Linda. Motion passed.

New Business: Stan mentioned that the Rock and Gem Magazine
has a good article in it on the Arizona Mining and Mineral museum,
and new legislation that is being proposed. Stan will contact Karen with
information for the newsletter.

Tonie mentioned the upcoming shows : Wickenburg, Sedona, Lake Havasu
and Sierra Vista .
The club will be ordering name badges that have White Mountain Gem &
Mineral Club, and your name underneath. The cost of the badges will be
$5.00 each. If you would like a badge made, please talk to Tonie, and
give her your payment. Also, we will be ordering calendars. If you would
like a calendar, the cost is $8.50. At Eunice McQuiston’s memorial
service, Petoskey stones were given out. If you would like one, there are
some still available.
Thanks to the members who last names begin with M – Z for the food
today. There are Rock and Gem magazines available to borrow. The Board
met yesterday to review the by-laws. The changes will be published
in the newsletter. Ron will post a copy of the by-laws on the website.
Elections will be next months for the officers, and we have a ballot
published in next month’s newsletter.
Nanz gave the Vice presidents report. She is handling the prizes for the
end of the month drawings that are held at the end of the year December
meeting. If you have anything that you would like to donate, please do so.
Your name gets put in the drawing if you attend a field trip, participate in
the highway cleanup, give an education presentation, or have items published in our newsletter, (either pictures or an article). Doug Hill will be
doing the education presentation today on Four Peaks Amethyst.
Larry gave the treasurers report. Our expenses for September were
$122.43, and our income was $875.00
Karen, the editor was not present, but Tonie asked members to get pictures
or articles or ideas for items for the newsletter to Karen.
Rick gave the field trip report. Septembers field trip was to the Rock
Art Ranch. 14 club members attended, with two other organizations
going along. A total of 22 people attended.
During the trip, Bradley gave a talk explaining about the ranch. It is a
cowboy ranch with bunk houses, and items kept in the cowboy era.
Then he took everyone to see the petroglyphs. It was a pretty day, and the
weather cooperated. After the tour, some folks went to go rock hunting for
petrified wood near Woodruff.
This month, the field trip will be north of Young. We will meet in Heber on
October 26th, at the Circle K next to the Chevron (at the cross roads of 277
and 260), at 9 am. Items that we will be looking for are fossils, agate, jasper
and quartz clusters. Please bring proper attire, water, munchies, and your
favorite equipment for rock hounding.
Rick also mentioned he is a member of the Fluorescent Society, and has
the information if any one is interested., talk to him. He also has a copy of
the interview that he did on Channel 4 about our club. If you would like to
see the video, it will be available to borrow from the library .

Elections are coming up, and we need nominees and volunteers to fill
the positions. Tonie will stay on as President, along with Nanz as
Vice-President, and Larry as Treasurer. We need a secretary, as no one
was willing to take on the job this past year. Ron Ginn will stay on as
Web Master, and Bill & Linda Stalder will stay on as Auctioneers.
Jeannie offered to be the historian, and Jackie Pfeifer offered to
be librarian. Kathleen will stay on as Greeter. Rick will be the Field Trip
coordinator, if no one else wants the title. Karen will stay on as
Editor, per Tonie. The Board members will be Sandra, Ron and Rose
Fowers. Highway cleanup will still be Brooke and Ruth. We needed
volunteer ballot counters, and Larry and Stan agreed to do this.
Rick will stay on as Show Chairman.
Kathleen displayed the door prize and 50/50 prizes. The door prize was a
magnet and the extra 50/50 prizes were a crystal, fluoride and a brooch
that was Eunice’s.
Tony Potucek talked briefly about the New Mexico Symposium which is
November 9th & 10th. Please attend if you are able to, as it is a great
educational experience.
We took a break before the education presentation.
Doug Hill gave the presentation on Four Peaks Amethyst, and talked
about the mine. Doug works at a jewelry store in Fountain Hills called
Sami’s, and they have the right of first selection from the mine.
He spoke on the history of Amethyst, including it being one of the oldest
gemstones known to man, and it worn by many clerics throughout
the world. Four Peaks Amethyst is known as a gemstone, and not
semi-precious, as many other amethysts are known. The mine is on 22
acres of private property surrounded by the Tonto National Forest.
It is a 3.5 hour hike in and 3.5 hours out. 1 ton of stone is dug out
each year, but of that, only 150 lbs of that will be grade A, and a handful
will be grade B. Helicopter rides in & out of the mine are done twice a
year (April and November), at a cost of $395.00 per person. Those who
visit can take pieces from the tailings. Doug brought samples of pieces
from the tailings, and a cut stone that was grade A. The samples were
exquisite.
Door Prizes: Clete won the magnet, Petrified Wood went to Bill Stalder,
the $20.00 “half the pot” went to Larry, the crystal went to Ron, fluorite
to Peggy and the pin went to Jackie Pfeifer.
A motion was made by David for the meeting to come to a close,
seconded by Rick, and the motion passed. The meeting came to an end
at 3:20, and the auction ended 2 minutes later.
Respectfully submitted,
Charlene Bingell
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Executive Board Meeting
October 4, 2013
The White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club Board members met
at President MonDragon’s home at noon.
Board members present were President Tonie MonDragon,
Vice President Nanz Marshall, Treasurer Larry Legge, Board
Members At Large Sandra Angelo, Ron Ginn, and Rick Olson.
Club members present: Jeannie and Stan Arneklev.
The main topic of business was to review the Club By-Laws.
This task is done every 3 years. Most changes had to do with
the verbiage. These changes will be reviewed at the October
General Membership meeting, and published in Rock Talk
before a vote to accept the changes at the November meeting.
Tonie mentioned the annual New Mexico Rock Symposium to
be held November 8 – 10 in Socorro, New Mexico. Several
members have attended in past years, and have had great
things to say about the program. Larry Legge said that many
clubs donated items for the symposium’s annual auction. The
advantage to making a donation is recognition of the donor
organization. This would be a good way to make people aware
of our club and our annual Show.
The dealer contract for the annual show was also discussed.
It was decided to allow the option of two tables, rather than the
three table minimum, thereby enabling smaller local vendors
to participate in a more cost effective manner. This practice
may also increase the number of possible vendors. A
30-day cancellation clause will also be added to the contract.
If a vendor cancels, the Show Chair will not need to scramble
for a last minute replacement.
Tonie offered a suggestion as a replacement for the brown
paper grab bag sold at the show. She can get some small
clear plastic boxes that could be filled with mineral specimens
and shreds. Being able to see many of the minerals would add
to its appeal.
Meeting ended at 1:45.
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Proposed Changes to the By-Laws
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September 28th field trip to Rock Art Ranch
Fortunately the day would progress from its frigid beginning. When I left home on the morning of the 28 th, I’m sure most of the
21 other participants on our visit to the Rock Art Ranch, and the petroglyphs in Chevelon Creek Canyon, were wondering if
they were dressed appropriately for this occasion. As 14 members of our club and 8 other groups and guests arrived at the ranch,
the temperatures had already increased from below freezing to 60 degrees, and would eventually make it to a very comfortable
76 degrees.
Our host, Brantley Baird, greeted us as we arrived, and gave us a little info about the ranch before taking us inside the main building.
It houses a collage of memorabilia from the early days of the Hashknife Cattle Co., and the civilizations that lived in the area before
the white man arrived. After our tour at the ranch, we headed out to the canyon, but stopped at an Indian settlement, and explored
the structures, and got another history lesson from Brantley. Before long we arrived at the canyon, where Brantley pointed out
where various petroglyphs could be found, and after giving a brief “safety” meeting, left us to explore at our leisure.
As a first time visitor, I can only say that the amount of drawings and their detail is mind boggling to say the least. And after
listening to those that had visited in previous years and hearing how amazed with each visit they were, I could understand
how one could easily lose themselves in this magical place. With the depth of the canyon and its remote location in what
one would think as an uninhabitable environment, it is not surprising that this part of the canyon was not “discovered” until early
in the 20th century.
Our day was not over though, as Stan, Jeanne, their son Jerry, Tonie, Sandra, David, and guest Ridley wanted to do a little rock
collecting. So I led them to a site on the north side of Woodruff, where I knew colorful Petrified Wood could be found.
We hadn’t had the cars parked more than a few seconds, and Stan was already finding specimens. So off everyone went,
and within a short time all returned with plenty of goodies. Our hobby is wonderful in that it allows the opportunity to explore
other aspects that are influenced by our surroundings. I hope my interests can not only be educational, but be entertaining
to those that I expose them to.
Once again, thanks to all of you. Rick Olson
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October’s Field Trip

Show Dates
October 4-6 Albuquerque, New Mexico
Annual show; Albuquerque Gem & Mineral Club
New Mexico State Fairgrounds, Creative Arts Center
300 San Pedro NE; Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-4
free admission
contact Amy Penn, 2324 Alvarado Dr. NE
Albuquerque, NM 87110 (595)883-4195
email; amypenn246@gmail.com
website: www.agmc.info
October 12-13 Sierra Vista, Arizona
39th Annual Show; Huachuca Mineral & Gem Club
Cochise College; 901 N. Colombo Ave.
Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4; free admission
contact Maudie Bailey, 5036 S. San Carlos Ave.
Sierra Vista, AZ 85650, (520) 249-1541
e-mail: gmbailey@msn.com
Web site: huachucamineralandgemclub.info
October 19-20 Sedona, Arizona
Annual show; Sedona Gem & Mineral Club
Sedona Red Rock High School
995 Upper Red Rock Loop Rd.
Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-4; adults $3, children (under 12) free
contact Gayle Macklin, PO Box 21222, Sedona, AZ 86341
(520) 921-0100; e-mail: gayleis@gmail.com
Web site: www.sedonagemandmineral.org
November 1-3 Black Canyon City, Arizona
37th Annual Rock-a-Rama; High Desert Helpers
High Desert Park; 19001 E. Jacie Ln,
Black Canyon City, AZ
Fri. 9-4, Sat. 9-4, Sun. 9-2, free admission
contact Sue, Coordinator, PO Box 212,
Black Canyon City, AZ 85324-0212, (602) 471-0173
e-mail: riverdiva@gmail.com
Web site: www.highdeserthelpers.org
November 9-10 Lake Havasu City, Arizona
Lake Havasu Gem & Mineral Society
LHC Community Center; 100 Park Ave.
Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-4; adults $1, students and children free
contact Elizabeth Porter, 2810 Holiday Dr.
Lake Havasu City, AZ 86403, (928) 453-8415
e-mail: lizinyl@aol.com
November 16-17 Payson, Arizona
Payson Rimstones Rock Club
Mazatzal Hotel & Casino Event Center; Hwy. 87,
mile marker 251; Sat. 9-5, Sun. 10-4; adults $2,
children (under 12) free
contact Margaret Jones, PO Box 884, Pine, AZ 85544
(928) 970-0857; e-mail: margieaberry@gmail.com
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The WMG&M club will meet at 9:00 at the Circle K in Heber for our
monthly outing on October 26. We will head west on 260 and turn
left on FS260/Young Hwy. We will make 2 stops between 260 and
the town of Young. We will be looking for agate, crystals, jasper and
fossils.
We will be going to the Antler Cafe in Young for lunch. On the return trip, some may want to visit the fish hatchery. West of Forest
Lakes and north of 260 is a nice site where Tonie found a nice fossil
last year and member Don Cassity found one last week. This site is
not far off 260 and is easily accessible. Rick says that regular cars
can handle this trip to Young easily, as well as the power line fossil
site. Hope to see you there!
Sumner

October’s Coalition Field Trip
For the October 26th Coalition field trip, we will be collecting
geodes of various sizes and fossils, (mostly sponges), near
Payson. This will be a great trips for kids. My older son found
a 7" crystallized geode at the site, but many are in-filled rather
than hollow.
Departure time - 9:30am
Meet North of Taco Bell (behind it), in Basha’s parking lot at the
corner of Hwy 87 and Hwy 260 Payson.
Bring a pry bar for the fossil collection and a large pack or bucket
for the geode.
Any car type can make it with limited dirt road driving. We will be
driving north on the Bee Line HWY to Houston Mesa Rd, then north
to Control Rd. Then less than 1 mile on Control Rd to site. Should
be nice weather by then, with highs in the 60's or low 70's . A early
snow will cancel the trip.
CONTACT PERSON: Barry Jones (928) 476-3513.
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November’s Coalition Field Trip
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Another “Guess the Location

Rockhounds West will lead the coalition to find jasper,
red, yellow and green. The trip will be November 23, 2013.
Leave I-17 at Exit 236 and go west, and we will meet on
Table Mesa Road. At the end of the pavement continue
about 1/8th mile to a large parking area on the left side of
the road. This is a parking area and NOT the shoulder.
Meet at the parking area at 9:15 to sign in and be ready to
leave by 9:30. There are about 4 miles of a gravel, oiled
road suitable for any car. Just before the hill leading to the
collecting site, there is a parking area. From there we can
“ferry” those up the hill who do not want to drive their cars
the last hundred yards or so.
WATCH FOR TRAFFIC ! - Gravel trucks and ATVs. Don’t
block the road. Pull off the road to park.
Nancy Woods, Rockhounds West, Sun City West
623-214-9045

Photos courtesy of Stan & Jeannie

Eunice’s Memorial Service
Your choice of a Prize
at the next meeting that you see me at!

4 Peaks Amethyst
Highway Cleanup Bunch!

October 2013

Rock Talk

Arizona’s Missing Museum!!
(this is selected excerpt’s from the Sep 2013 Rock & Gem magazine,
which Stan was good enough to tell me about.)
In an article in the September 2013 issue of Rock & Gem magazine, Bob
Jones wrote a short history of the discovery of copper and other mineral
wealth in the 1800’s in the Arizona Territory and how that discovery
helped the territory become a state in 1912.
He wrote of the thousands of collector mineral specimens that came out
of the different mines in Arizona. That these specimens were used for
scientific study and display in museums the world over, but that Arizona’s mineral collection is no longer available for people here to enjoy.
He wrote of the 128 year history of the State Mineral Museum where
many copper and other minerals specimens were displayed and about
the museum’s senseless and untimely closing in 2011, just before the
state’s 100th anniversary of statehood.
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Brad’s Bench Tips
MARKING YOUR TOOLS
It makes sense to mark your tools if you ever lend them to
friends or take them out to classes or workshops. Question is
how to mark them permanently. For metal tools, I use a very
small ball bur running fast in the Dremel or Foredom to
"engrave" my initials. Other times I'll form the initials with a
number of hits with a center punch.
But for hammer handles and other wooden tools, the country boy
in me came back and thought "Why not make a branding iron?"
If you'd like to try one, all you need is a little scrap copper or
nickel about 22-24 gauge, a piece of heavy brass or copper for a
base, about 6 inches of metal rod and a piece of wood for the
handle.

He told of Arthur L. Flagg as State Mineral Curator and the founder of
several mineralogical societies, how Mr. Flagg led field trips and encouraged collectors to display their collections at the State Fair.
He talked of the stamp mill, headframe, and steam locomotive and how
volunteer miners and rock and prospecting club members pitched in to
relocate the mining equipment for display at the museum. He explained
how much fun folks had at the annual Family Day.
He said that the only place in Arizona to see rocks and minerals is at the
U of A mineral museum and that some of the Flagg Foundation minerals
are displayed there.
He talked about the Earth Science Museum volunteers and their endeavor to build a new museum to once again help teachers and school
students to learn about the earth sciences.

I formed my initials from a couple 4mm strips of sheet nickel. The
"S" was one piece, but the "B" was three pieces soldered together with hard. (Remember to form the letters backwards). I
then soldered the letters with medium onto a piece of 1/8 inch
thick brass bar to act as a heat sink. Finally, I soldered a piece of
1/8 round rod on the back of the brass bar as a shaft to join to a
wooden handle.

He spoke of the boondoggle of events perpetrated by the AZ Historical
Society and Centennial Commission.
In his final paragraph, speaking of the many visitors that come to the
state for the Tucson and Quartzsite shows he said “Failing to exhibit the
state’s most important mineral collection to these visitors is ridiculous.
It would seem that supporting the establishment of a superb mineral
museum touting Arizona’s in-organic wealth is a no-brainer. Apparently,
however, it is the state’s officials who are the no-brainers!”

More Bench Tips by Brad Smith are at facebook.com/BenchTips/
or search for "Bench Tips for Jewelry Making" on Amazon

Reference:
Arizona’s Missing Museum
A fine mineral collection seeks a new home
by Bob Jones, Rock and Gem, Sep., 2013
(this was snagged as an anonymous post, as Rock & Gem magazine didn't have
the article on it's website where I could copy & paste it, and I REFUSE to do this
much typing! So thanks to the anonymous contributor!) the editor

The best way to help these volunteers is to contact
Arizona State Senator Ableser, who introduced Senate
Bill 1017, aimed at resuscitating the State Mineral
Museum. The bill has languished, but any encouragement you can give Sen. Ableser will help. Write to him
at Arizona State Senate, Capitol Building, 1700 W.
Washington St., Phoenix, AZ 85007

NOTE: Any member interested in selling
at next year's show, let Rick Olson know
at your earliest convenience. Contracts
are available now, and restrictions are
more flexible than in years past.
Remember, first come first served!
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November 2013 Ballot
These are elected positions and we will take write-ins as well. Larry and Stan will be the election
officials if there are more than 2 candidates.
The Candidates

Write-Ins

President . . . . . . . . Tonie MonDragon

_____________________________

Vice President . . . .Nanz Marshall

_____________________________

Secretary . . . . . . . . Open

_____________________________

Treasurer . . . . . . . .Larry Legge

_____________________________

Editor . . . . . . . . . . .Karen Stokes

_____________________________

Fieldtrip Chair . . .Rick Olson

_____________________________

Board Member . . . Sandra Angelo

_____________________________

Board Member . . . Ron Ginn

_____________________________

Board Member . . . Rose Fowers

_____________________________

The following members have offered to serve in volunteer positions:
Auctioneers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bill & Linda Stalder
Webmaster . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ron Ginn
Greeter/Door prizes . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Kathleen Varhol
Historians . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jeannie & Stan Arneklev
Year-End Prizes & Sunshine . . . . . .Nanz Marshall
Highway Clean-up . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brookie/Ruth

White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club
P.O. Box 3504
Show Low, Arizona 85902-3504

October Rocks & Stuff
autumn
black cat
pumpkin
tombstones
trick or treat
goodies
fire opal
halloween
persimmon
calendula
raking leaves
camp fire

pranks
skeleton
candy
costume
tourmaline
opal
watermelon
brazil
afghanistan
east africa
usa
silica gel

Courtesy of the editor, Karen Stokes

