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President’s Message
Well, Congratulations are due... to all you guys and gals that made our Show a success. I know lots of you are
new in the last few years, and have never experienced putting on a gem & mineral show. But thankfully, we
had enough old-timers around to provide some experience. And the newer members to provide some fresh insight.
I talked some of my non-rockhound friends into going, and they were pretty amazed at all the activities and
vendors, and especially the beautiful and unusual items for display and sale. The large fossils really
intrigued them. We had lots of positive feedback on our Children's Activity Room, (run by Nanz), and the fluorescent
displays. Those are two rooms that will be back next year.
We learned a lot with this new venue, and expect things to go a little smoother next year. Also, our numbers
and earnings will be up next year, because people will return, and there will be newcomers. We have 7 new
members as a result of the show. We have the offer of advance publicity from our friends at the Maverick
Magazine, and we will reach out to a broader audience. For now, you can breathe easy, since we won't start
working on the next show until October! Job well done Show Chairman Rick ,and all the helpers.
We had the pleasure of having Marti Zimmerman at our meeting representing the Earth Science Museum of
Phoenix. Her work with the schools and students is amazing. Not only is this an educational issue, but it is
the future of our hobby and clubs, and a healthy planet and resources. I was surprised to learn Earth Science
(in Arizona) is only taught in 3rd, 5th and 7th grades. There is much we can do to supplement that part of
a child's education. We have made a $300 contribution to support Marti's efforts, and I believe we can do much
more in the future.
We have two field trips coming up in June and July to the western border of Arizona and into New Mexico.
We don't quite know yet when we will have our Eunice McQuiston Memorial, either at the June fieldtrip or the July.
We are waiting confirmation from her family, and will let you know as soon as we know.
In the meantime, have a happy and healthy summer. Tonie

For All Rockhounds in the area!

Happy Father’s Day!
June 16

Rock Talk is published monthly
by the White Mountain Gem &
Mineral Club, Inc. Any comments/info that members wish
to have included in the monthly
newsletter must be turned in to
the editor at the general
membership meeting or call the
editor prior to the following

Membership Dues: $15 for a
single membership, and $20
for a couple/family. Dues are
due the 1st of January of every
calendar year along with a
completed application. If you
join in November of previous
year, your dues will be good
for all of the following year.

Meetings: 1st Sunday of the
month, (unless it falls on a
holiday), at the VFW Post
9907, 381 N. Central Ave,
Show Low, AZ. Turn north off
of the Deuce of Clubs at the
Burger King. Social half-hour
@ 1:00pm, meeting starts @
1:30pm. Bring snacks.
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President
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Web Master and
Membership Chair
Ron Ginn
(480) 294-0731
wginn3@gmail.com

May
6 - Jeannie Arneklev
11 - Kathleen Varhol
15 - Linda Stalder
19 - Debra Cox

June
10 - Sumner Christie
19 - Don Benker
19 - Sandra Angelo
22 - Karinita Hansen
27 - Larry Embry
29 - Kathleen Amator
30 - Stan Arneklev

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, Ya’ll!!
MAY YOU HAVE MANY MORE!!

To all the volunteers who assisted the club
during the past Gem, Mineral and Fossil Show
with setup, show duties and take-down.
I would like to extend a hearty “Thank You” for
making the show the success that it was.
Rick Olson
Your Deeply-Indented Show Coordinator

June Days of Interest
14 - Flag Day
16 - Fathers Day
18 - International Picnic Day
21 - Summer Solstice
29 - St. Peters Day

For the July 2013 meeting,
members who’s name begins
A-L, please bring snacks
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General Membership Meeting
June 2, 2013
Tonie Mondragon called the meeting to order at 1:20 pm. She
welcomed everyone and said that we had a fun show. We had several
visitors introduce themselves: Jackie and Fred Pfeifer, Kevin
Richards, Rose Bowers, Mary Vertz, and Walt Roy.
Tonie asked for a motion on the meeting minutes from last meeting.
Rick agreed to the motion and Karen seconded. The motion
carried with the approval of the members. Upcoming shows were
mentioned: August 2, 3 and 4 is the Prescott Show and August 8 – 11
is the Buena Vista Colorado show.
Vice president Nanz Marshall thanked everyone for the delicious food
that was brought and stated that Marty Zimmerman would be giving
the education segment today on the juniors program that the Earth
Science museum is supporting.
The Treasurer Larry Legge gave the treasurers report stating that
we had a busy month. Our expenses were $637.50and our total income
was $2902.71.
Editor Karen Stokes, talked about items that she brought for
“Show and Tell”. Many of these items she and her husband collected
while in Georgia, and some items were from their parents’ collection.
She requested if you had any items, pictures or ideas for the
newsletter, email your request or items to her that you would like
to be included in the next newsletter. Her email address is listed on
the 2nd page of the newsletter.
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Editor Karen is a volunteer with Arizona Site Stewards, which is a volunteer organization that helps to monitor ancient petroglyph and Anasazi sites. If you would be interested in helping by becoming
a volunteer, contact Karen.
We took a break from 2 pm to 2:15
Tonie said she missed the opportunity to say how proud she was of
everyone for putting on our show, and thanked Rick for leading us
through such a difficult endeavor.
Nanz introduced Marti and Dick Zimmerman. Marty explained the
youth program that is in place by the Earth Science Museum. Since
there is no home for the Earth Science Museum at this time, it
is very important that volunteers get to the schools and serve
the 25,000 children that visited the Earth Science museum before it
closed.
Marti talked to the teachers in Arizona and asked them what they
needed to teach about rocks, fossils and minerals. They wanted
kits with big specimens, specimens big enough for the kids to
hold onto and really see. They also needed books that explain the
information that is important for the children to learn. So the
volunteers have put kits together with the help of Dr. Ray Grant,
and also a grant from Staples Corp. to provide the books for the kits.
All schools in Arizona need these kits, including parochial schools,
charter schools, home schools, low income schools and even Scout
groups. She showed a sample of the kits, and discussed how
the reactions from the children who have used the kits has been
marvelous.

The board members attending had nothing to add at this time.

After her presentation, Marti was given a $300 donation from our club
to help with her cause.

Rick gave the report on the Show: Admission totals were $929.95, raffle
sales were $522.00, Silent Auction was $446.00, spinning wheel was
$50.25, dealer tables $2,440.00 for a total of $ 4,388.21.

If anyone is interested in funding boxes for the schools, Marti
estimated that it costs approximately $10.00 for each box. Marti
thanked the club for our support.

We need to pay Hondah Casino for part of our admissions and other
expenses, and some dealers are requesting refunds for one issue or
another. We have enough dealers on board to have a full show for
next year. Both the White Mountain Independent newspaper and the
Maverick Magazine will do an article next year before the show to
help with advertisement. Some ideas were discussed on changes and
thoughts for next year. One major complaint is there was no signs
outside the casino to direct people into the area where the show was
being held.

We had the 50/50 drawing in which the pot was $22.50, which was won
by Sandra. Movie tickets were won by Jeannie, 3 pieces of rock slabs
donated by Dave A. was won by Mary Vertz, one of our visitors, and
another set of movie tickets was won by Blue.

Our field trip this month will be at Luna and Reserve. We will meet
on 6/22 at 9am at the Saffire Restaurant in Springerville. From there, we
will head out to road cuts, where we can collect pyrite, azurite,
malachite, amethyst, quartz and calcite crystal.
The Four Peaks Amethyst mine may be closing, so the field trip that we
talked about may not be able to happen.
Old Business- None.
New Business: Next weekend is Show Low Days, and the Symphony
will be having a concert on 6/8 at 7:00 pm at the Show Low High
School. Local military veterans who are artists will have booths up at
the Show Low days on Saturday 6/8. Also, the Art Gallery on Penrod
Road in the old Government building will be opening on 6/4.

A motion to adjourn the meeting was called by Ursula and the motion
was seconded by David B. The motion was carried and it was
announced that the silent auction would end in 3 minutes.
Respectfully submitted by Charlene Bingell

‘‘My dedication is to serve the 7 billion
human beings on this planet and the
other creatures with whom we share it.
If you can, help and serve others, but if
you can’t at least don’t harm them;
then in the end you will feel no regret.”
The Dalai Lama
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About You

A new show
on the Weather Channel!
The Weather Channel Finds a Gem with "Prospectors"

Dee’s Petrified Snake
Hello, my name is Dee Budde. I have lived in Arizona
for 35 years. I lived in Show Low for about 4 years,
and was very active in the club, and then relocated
to Prescott, AZ. I love being in the mountains because of
their beauty, tranquility, cool weather, and ROCKS!
I have been a member of the club for twelve years. My
favorite rock/mineral is - (well I really have 2) - Petrified
Wood and Agate with any kind of inclusion. One
of my most memorable moments as a club member
happened on a field trip to Oso Draw for petrified
wood. To get to the location, we had to go through soft
sand and when I slowed down to turn, I got stuck.
George & Karen Stokes came along and picked me up,
and we went on to collect the wood. On the way
out, several club members helped me get my truck
out of the sand. Needless to say, my next truck was
a 4X4!!! I like to go on field trips to any area. In
addition to being a rock hound, I enjoy playing
either my tuba or my trumpet in the Mountain Brook
Band, the Central Arizona Concert Band and the
Mesa City Band.
I would like to add that I was happy to have the
opportunity to help with the Club Show over Memorial
Day. It was great to see so many friends and see
that the club is doing well.

The Weather Channel Companies (TWCC) announced today that it has
greenlit “Prospectors” (working title), which follows a group of miners
searching for the rarest gems in order to strike it rich. However, they
risk life and limb daily as they face extreme climates, weather and
other perilous conditions in every step of their pursuit. Produced by
High Noon Entertainment (“Hurricane Hunters,” “Cake Boss”),
“Prospectors” features 9x 30-minute episodes and premieres Tuesday,
March 26 with back-to-back episodes at 9:00 p.m. & 9:30 p.m.
ET (repeating at midnight & 12:30 a.m. ET)
“I can’t imagine anyone facing the kind of danger the group
in ‘Prospectors’ faces on a daily basis, yet this gang simply can’t
resist the call of the fortune awaiting them,” said Michael Dingley,
senior vice president, content and development, The Weather Channel
Companies. “It’s a thrilling, and sometimes terrifying, journey to watch
them pursue their riches at all costs.”
Just like their predecessors 150 years ago, the small, ragtag gang
in “Prospectors” has one goal: find their fortune. Based in Colorado,
they brave the continent’s most extreme mountain environments in
search of the planet’s most precious gems, such as topaz, aquamarine
and rhodochrosite. Rarer than diamonds, more valuable than gold
and far more difficult to mine, one of these fist-sized gems can
bring $3 million or more. The prospectors use picks, sledgehammers
and dynamite to send Volkswagen-sized boulders spinning out of
control down the 60 percent grade mountainside. They open holes,
looking for veins of brilliant red, blue and green crystals. And the right
pocket, extracted correctly, can bring a million dollar payday or more.
But the process is brutal. This is some of the most dangerous mining
in the world, because while Colorado is home to North America’s
richest, most abundant gem fields, they’re also at the highest elevations.
At 14,000 feet above sea level, there’s 50 percent less oxygen,
and weather is always more extreme, with twice as many lightning
strikes, hurricane force winds, and vicious storms that move in without
warning. And if the weather doesn’t get the prospectors, the thieves
might.
(excerpt from "The Weather Channel", posted on September 21, 2012
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Our 2013 Show

Re-doing the Show Banners
(Tonie’s garage floor)

Re-doing the Sandwich Boards
(Tonie’s garage floor)

Bustin’ Hump 2
Show Time!

Bustin’ Hump at
the Storage Unit

Karen Stoke’s
Tribute to Eunice
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Show Dates

June Field Trip
Luna, New Mexico

June 5-9 Flagstaff, AZ
Annual Gem & Mineral Show
Coconino Lapidary Club & Silver Saddle Outdoor Market
corner of Rte 89N & Silver Saddle Road
Daily, 9-4, free admission
Contact Becky Cox (928) 380-6657
bcox@fusd1.org

Our June field trip will be to Luna, New Mexico, on June 22.
We will meet at 9:00 at Safire Restaurant in Springerville, and
proceed to an area east of Luna known as site 6 in Gem Trails
of New Mexico. We will be finding mass quantities of Luna
Agate and crystals, according to co-field trip co-coordinator
Rick Olson, See you there!

July 12-13 Flagstaff, AZ
Annual show; Val Latham, Sharon Szymanski;
Radisson Hotel Ballroom; 1175 W. Hwy. 66
Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-4; adults $3, children free with adult
contact Val Latham, 840 W. Charleston Ave.,
Phoenix, AZ 85023, (602) 466-3060
e-mail: Val65@cox.net

Sumner
p.s. remember to bring plenty of water, sun-screen, lunch,
and sharable nibbles. (your editor)
p.p.s. Rick says we will be searching for Negrito Springs and
Largo Canyon Agate near Reserve.

According to Rock & Gem web site, I only saw 1 show in
Arizona for the month of July. To be continued in August.
For more info, go to: http://www.rockngem.com

Laguna Agate
Here’s another nifty site I found:

http://www.rockhounds.com/
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Here is a nifty little site I found
while looking on the web for
newsletter content.
http://www.dirtyrockhounds.com/
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June’s Birthstones
June counts three gems as birthstones,: Pearl,
Alexandrite, and Moonstone.

Pearl
Historically, pearls have been used as an adornment for
centuries. They were one of the favorite gem materials of the
Roman Empire; later in Tudor England, the 1500s were
known as the pearl age. Pearls are unique as they are
the only gems from living sea creatures and require no
faceting or polishing to reveal their natural beauty. In the
early 1900s, the first successful commercial culturing
of round saltwater pearls began. Since the 1920s, cultured
pearls have almost completely replaced natural pearls
in the market.

Alexandrite
A relatively modern gem, Alexandrite, was first discovered
in Russia in 1831 during the reign of its namesake, Czar
Alexander II, and is an extremely rare chrysoberyl with
chameleon-like qualities. Its color is a lovely green in
both daylight and fluorescent light; it changes color to
a purplish red in incandescent light. Due to its rarity, some
jewelers stock synthetic versions of this enchanting
gemstone. (Synthetic gemstones are man-made alternatives
to the natural material, possessing the same physical,
optical, and chemical properties as the natural gemstone.)

Moonstone
The third birthstone for June is the Moonstone. It was
given its name by the Roman natural historian Pliny, who
wrote that moonstone's appearance altered with the
phases of the moon — a belief that held until well after the
sixteenth century. A phenomenal gemstone, moonstones
show a floating play of light (called adularescence) and
sometimes show either a multirayed star or a cat's eye.
Considered a sacred stone in India, moonstones often are
displayed on a background of yellow (a sacred color) and are
believed to encapsulate within the stone a spirit
whose purpose is to bring good fortune. Part of the family of
minerals called feldspar, moonstone occurs in many igneous
and metamorphic rocks and comes in a variety of colors such
as green, blue, peach, and champagne. The most prized
moonstones are from Sri Lanka; India, Australia, the United
States, Mayanmar, and Madagascar are also sources.
from the American Gem Society web site
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Brad’s Bench Tips
DRILL PRESS VICE
A drill press vice is a versatile tool to hold a work piece securely and
in precise alignment. It reduces the risks of working with high power motors,
use of larger drill bits, and higher heat generated in the operation. The vice
can be clamped to the drill press table if needed, and is quite handy for bench
use to hold things for sawing or riveting.
You can find them at stores that carry machine tool supplies. My feeling is that
the best ones are made from steel. And I like the ones with
V grooves cut into the jaw plates to help hold a punch straight up
or to hold a rod horizontal. To find a supplier, search on "vise" or "drill press
vice" at:
micromark.com
use-enco.com,
smallparts.com
grizzly.com
sears.com
DENTAL GOLD
You might think that a couple pieces of dental gold would be valuable, but if
you only have a small amount, it can be a problem. You might think you could
melt it and roll out your own sheet. However, the trace metals that dental gold
contains to make it a good material in your mouth cause it to crack if you try to
forge it or roll it out as a sheet.
Sending it to a refiner is expensive for small amounts of metal, so a reasonable alternative is to try incorporating it into your jewelry. If you have enough
material to do a casting, that's probably the best use for dental gold. If
not, try melting it on a solder pad and while molten, divide it into small
pieces with your solder pick and then flow the metal again to make little gold
balls for use as accents on your designs.
EASIER PRONG SETTING
When setting stones in a prong mount, the tool is less likely to slip off
the prong if you grind a groove into its face or rough up the face a bit with
sandpaper. Some folks prefer a prong pusher for doing this, and others like
a set of pliers. Easiest way to cut a slot on the pusher is with a file, and
the easiest way to create a slot on one jaw of your pliers is with a cutoff
wheel and then do a rough polish with a knife-edge silicone wheel.
FANCY RIVET HEADS
For a nice looking rivet head, use brass escutcheon pins. You'll have perfectly
rounded heads that are all the same size and shape. The pins are a little hard
to find, so try the best hardware stores first. Be sure to get solid brass pins,
not brass plated steel. If unsure, test them with a magnet. The pins are
readily available online. Lee Valley Tools has them in 14 - 18 gauge and
lengths from 1/4 inch to 1 inch. Go to http://www.LeeValley.com and do an
item search on "brass escutcheon pin"
For best results, select a drill that gives you a hole with a close fit to the rivet.
Trim the rivet to a leave a little less than one diameter sticking out the back
side. Place the head on a scrap of hard plastic on the anvil so as to not flatten
the head. I prefer a ball peen hammer (with a small 3/8 inch ball) for setting
the rivet.
More Bench Tips by Brad Smith are at;
facebook.com/BenchTips/
or see the book "Bench Tips for Jewelry Making", on Amazon.com
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Our June 2013 Meeting

Marti’s Presentation.
An fascinated Bunch!

Marti & Nanz
with Club donation

Some of
Karen & George Stokes
lifetime collection

These are the best of the bunch from both my camera and my phone.
I was hoping for more pictures!
Again, PLEASE send articles and pictures of your hobbies, finds,
interests, etc… I will be more than happy to include them in future
newsletters.!
Karen Stokes, Editor

Summertime Be-Awares!
Heat exhaustion is one of the heat-related syndromes, which range in severity from mild heat cramps to heat exhaustion to potentially life-threatening
heatstroke.
Signs and symptoms of heat exhaustion often begin suddenly, sometimes after excessive exercise, heavy perspiration, and inadequate fluid or salt
intake. Signs and symptoms resemble those of shock and may include:
● Feeling faint or dizzy
● Nausea
● Heavy sweating
● Rapid, weak heartbeat
● Low blood pressure
● Cool, moist, pale skin
● Low-grade fever
● Heat cramps
● Headache
● Fatigue
● Dark-colored urine.
If you suspect heat exhaustion:
● Get the person out of the sun and into a shady or air-conditioned location.
● Lay the person down and elevate the legs and feet slightly.
● Loosen or remove the person's clothing
● Have the person drink cool water or other nonalcoholic beverage without caffeine.
● Cool the person by spraying or sponging with cool water and fanning.
● Monitor the person carefully. Heat exhaustion can quickly become heatstroke.
Call 911 or emergency medical help if the person's condition deteriorates, especially if fainting, confusion or seizures occur, or if fever of 104 F (40 C) or
greater occurs with other symptoms.
(from the Mayo Clinic Staff)

White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club
P.O. Box 3504
Show Low, Arizona 85902-3504

June Birthstones Find-a-Word
pearl
alexandrite
moonstone
salt water
chrysoberyl
incandescent
synthetic
pliny
adularescence
multi rayed
sacred stone
encapsulate
feldspar
igneous
metamorphic
sri lanka
mayanmar
madagascar
roman
russia
czar alexander
fluorescent
manmade
sea creature
cultured

Courtesy of the Editor, Karen Stokes

