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President’s Message
Well, now I can say I've been to Hell and back. Hell, Grand Cayman, Cayman Islands. Also Montego Bay, Jamaica and a
special place on the Yucatan Peninsula of Mexico called "Rio Secreto." Secret River is an underground river system that
houses a living cave complete with stalactites and stalagmites. I was with a group that waded and swam through this cave
about 60 feet underground and in up to 9 feet of water. It was similar to flooding Carlsbad Cavern almost to the top and
then swimming through it. You (read I) wanted to reach out and touch the formations but that was a no-no. It is a sacred place
to the Mayans and a Preserve. But it was WOW. I will present a slide show at the May meeting.
We had an excellent meeting last weekend. It was very well attended. So well attended that the 50/50 was $27.00. Congratulations to Dave Adams. Also Jeannie Arneclev presented a fascinating education program (how-to) on making gem trees. Jeannie
was very well prepared with samples and pictures. Thank you Jeannie. And to Eunice for your support to Jeannie.
Expect another great presentation by David Bingell next month on the subject of ivory. We do learn so much from each other.
I went to a Show Low Chamber meeting this week to promote the Club and our Annual Show. I stood up and said "My name
is Tonie MonDragon, and I am a Rockhound." There was a little titter from someone and they told me afterward they
thought I was going to say "Rock Star". Any way I told the group our Club was so much more than a hobby club. And those
who attend our activities know that. We educate, and we contribute. I explained that this year we were contributing our
2nd thousand trees to the Arizona wildfire areas. That's BIG. I told them we are also supporting graduate student scholarships
in the field of earth science and sponsoring the NE Arizona Regional Science Fair and the new Earth Science Museum in
Phoenix that replaces the former Arizona Mining and Mineral Museum. I also told the group we offer support to local
teachers with the Arizona State Standards in earth science (that's the work of Bill and Linda Stalder with their mini gem
shows for schools). The Chamber members were very impressed with what we do. And you can all pat yourselves on the back!
Now, having said that, please step up and volunteer for our annual show this Memorial Day weekend at Hon Dah Convention
Center. It will be bigger and better than ever before... we have hit the BIG TIME with this show. We need every member
to participate. Rick Olson, our Show Chairman, has a sign up sheet, so please.... you will gain so much more than you give.
Tonie Mondragon, President

For All Rockhounds in the area!
Rock Talk is published monthly
by the White Mountain Gem &
Mineral Club, Inc. Any comments/info that members wish
to have included in the monthly
newsletter must be turned in to
the editor at the general
membership meeting or call the
editor prior to the following
weekend after the meeting.

Membership Dues: $15 for a
single membership, and $20
for a couple/family. Dues are
due the 1st of January of every
calendar year along with a
completed application. If you
join in November of previous
year, your dues will be good
for all of the following year.

Meetings: 1st Sunday of the
month, (unless it falls on a
holiday), at the VFW Post
9907, 381 N. Central Ave,
Show Low, AZ. Turn north off
of the Deuce of Clubs at the
Burger King. Social half-hour
@ 1:00pm, meeting starts @
1:30pm. Bring snacks.
Beverages will be available.
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Elected Officers
and Volunteers

Show Chairman
Rick Olson
(928) 251-0949
walkaround@earthlink.net

Vice President
Nanz Marshal
(928)-537-2524

Advertise & Public
Relations
NEED A VOLUNTEER!

Secretary
NEED A VOLUNTEER!

Librarian
NEED A VOLUNTEER!

Treasurer
Larry Legge
(928)-537-2524

Education, Schools
and Libraries
NEED A VOLUNTEER!

Editor
Karen Stokes
(928)-229-0273

crystal_lover59@hotmail.com

Greeter, Door Prizes,
50/50 Raffle
Kathleen Varhol
(928)-368-9556

Field Trip Chairman
Sumner Christie
(928)-537-2358

Auctioneer
Bill Stalder
(928)-368-4496

Board Members at Large
Ron Ginn
(480)-294-0731

Highway Clean-up
Brookie Embry
(928)-537-0760
Ruth King
(928)-337-2212

Sandra Angelo
(928) 537-3726
Rick Olson
(928) 251-0949

Birthdays

Volunteer Positions

President
Tonie MonDragon
(859)-338-2296

Claim Filing
Tonie MonDragon
(859)-338-2296
Coalition Trips
Historian, Bonus Prizes
Eunice McQuiston
(928)-536-7209
Sunshine
Nanz Marshall
(928) 537-2524
Web Master and
Membership Chair
Ron Ginn
(480)-294-0731
wginn3@gmail.com
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March

April

14 - Karen Stokes

3 - Ursula Wilson
11 - Ron Ginn
15 - Bill Stalder
25 - Roy Pierson

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, Ya’ll!!
MAY YOU HAVE MANY MORE!!

Web Sites of Interest (from Eunice)
www.whitemountain-azrockclub.org
www.ArizonaRockHound.com
www.rock-stuff.com
www.sierramadretraders.com
www.blackmarketminerals.com

An Irish Blessing
May God grant you always.....
A sunbeam to warm you,
A moonbeam to charm you,
A sheltering Angel so nothing can harm you.
Laughter to cheer you.
Faithful friends near you.
And whenever you pray,
Heaven to hear you
(submitted by Eunice)
For the April 2013 meeting,
members who’s name begins
M-Z, please bring snacks
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General Membership Meeting
March 3, 2013
The meeting was called to order by Tonie Mondragon at 1:22 PM. Mary
Ann Mosley brought a friend, Irene, who likes rocks and an old member
Ron came for a visit. He will be a dealer at our show. Also a new
member attended, Nikki, who is very interested in lapidary, beading
and silversmithing. A motion was made to approve the minutes from
last month. Bill Stalder made the motion and Karen Stokes seconded
it. The motion was passed by all who attended.
Tonie then gave the Presidents Report. The club donated $300.00 to
the North Eastern Regional Science Fair that was in the budget, and
the check was sent out. The science fair is next Saturday at Blue
Ridge at the old high school. Rick, Aaron, and Mary Ann will be judges
and they need volunteers for the setup. There will be 30 different
companies in attendance. Winners will be announced at 11:30, and the
fair is open till 4 pm. We will have a table there.
Thank you to members A-L for the snacks today. Please donate to the
pitchers of beverage, and thanks to Charlene for sitting in as secretary
today.
Announcements: The Cottontail Buena Vista Show is in August. This
is an outdoor gathering with tail-gating in Colorado, and this is the 30th
year with RV camping spaces. The dates are August 8 thru August 11,
2013.
Navajo County Fair Committee has asked if we would like a sign in the
arena of the rodeo. The cost is $300. They supply the board and we
supply the painting. It won’t generate much interest in our organization.
John Davis, friends of Picks with Tracks, and Keith Davis & Carla are
visiting from Ontario.
Vice Presidents Report: Nanz mentioned that Ron Kellner, who is visiting today, will have a booth at our show. The Arizona Symposium is
going to be April 5 , 6 and 7 for those who would like to attend. Nanz
has more information if you are interested in attending. Larry brought
to our attention that on the Rocky Mountain Federation website we
need to change the information on our meeting time and place as it
still states we meet at JB’S. Tonie stated she will contact them about
the change. Nanz brought some free information from the Tucson
Show if anyone would like any of the information. Our education will
be gem trees and Jeannie will be demonstrating how to do them
Larry gave the treasury report and our expenses were $787 and our
income was $935.
Editor Karen asked who brought in their page from the newsletter.
Those who bring in the page get a prize, as she wants to see how many
people read the newspaper. Two people saw the page and brought it in
for a prize. It takes Karen a week to put all the information together for
the newsletter.
Board Members report: Sandra stated that as members of the Show
Low Chamber of Commerce we can be part of their website. This also
allows us to post information and announcements. So we should get
them a copy of our Show flyer. Ron or Rick should get them a copy of
the flyer so that can be done. We should take advantage of all of our
chamber memberships to get the information to them.
Rick – board member and show chairman gave the show report. So far
we have 12 vendors for the show. We need more volunteers to sign up
for the show. Rick will get a copy of the sign up sheet to Karen so she
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can put it in the newsletter. Tonie and Sandra have drafted a letter
attached to the club flyer for club members to take out into the community, requesting local businesses to see if they would be willing to
donate to our raffle for the show. We need to go out to the storage
locker to go through items to look at condition of things and make
necessary repairs. So if Bill & Larry can get together on an upcoming
Saturday to do this it would be helpful.
Tonie told us of items already donated for the raffle. Tony Potucek
donated a wall chart of minerals, Larry & Nanz donated
a T-Rex kit from the Smithsonian, Tonie donated a vintage Zuni needlepoint bracelet, and David B. donated a beaded cab necklace. Ursula
donated a Turquoise and Crystal bracelet,
2 tickets to the
Arizona Sonoran Desert Museum, 2 tickets to the Lost Dutchman
Mine & Museum attraction, and 2 tickets to Out of Africa Wildlife Park.
So please take a copy of the letter and flyer and ask the businesses
that you use to donate to our raffle.
Rick stated that we should be seeing advertisements for the show
in the Rock & Gem Magazine and the local Maverick magazine.
He is also talking to the local radio stations to get the information out
on the radio as well. We will check to see if the Hondah Casino will
be putting this information up on their marquee and Tonie suggested
we ask Pinetop/Lakeside Chamber of Commerce to put this on their
Marquee as well.
We will also need volunteers to set up on Friday and take down for the
show on Sunday. Members will not get in to the show free if they do
not volunteer. Donations are tax deductible, and Tonie will be happy to
give a receipt to any business that donates.
Sumner gave the field trip report. Eight people came to the Joseph
City trip. We were 10 miles north of the city and found Petrified tree
branches and twigs. We also found some selenite sticking out of the
ground. It was a great day looking for items, as it fell between two
storms that brought the rocks to the surface. We couldn’t have had a
better day.
Next month’s field trip will be down to the Sharps creek area where we
can find fossils and zebra agate. We will meet at the first Circle K gas
station in Heber at 9 am on March 23rd. This trip requires high clearance vehicles.
Old /New Business: Mary Ann Mosley brought donations to the club of
a Lapidary Journal collection.
We took a break for 10 minutes, and then Jeannie taught the education
portion on creating gem trees. She will be putting the instructions into
the newsletter.
Rick mentioned that he may be putting together a trip to Four Peaks
Amethyst mine and the hike is a 3 hour hike.
Drawings: David A. won the 50/50, Larry won the turtles from Grand
Cayman donated by Tonie, Larry L. won the coral and shells from the
ocean donated by Tonie, and Nanz won the AZ Highways edition on
beads. The silent auction was to close in 4 minutes. The meeting was
ended and the motion to end the meeting was made by Nanz and
seconded by Karen.
Respectfully submitted by Charlene Bingell
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The Million Dollar Floor
If you are traveling in the vicinity of Kennewick, WA,
take time to visit Maxey’s Trailer Court. The floor
in their office is valued at one million dollars, says
D. L. Mackedown, owner. The 1,000 square foot
floor is made of polished petrified wood, and was
designed by the late Gordon Maxey, who completed
the floor in 1958. It took a lifetime to accumulate
and prepare the material.
Mr. Maxey went through more than $5,000 worth of
diamond saw blades cutting the wood. It took him 8
months to install the floor after it had been ground,
sanded, and polished. The managers of the court,
Mr. & Mrs. Compton, say the floor draws visitors
from as far away as Europe, while most people in
the area don’t know it exists.

Ursula Wilson has been a member of the WMG&MC for 4+ years
after coming to the White Mountains area over six years ago. She
likes the four seasons that we have and it's also a good rockhounding area.
Her favorite rock/minerals are crystals,
preferring amethyst above all others. Her memorable moments in
the club have been on field trips to Magdalena, NM right
up there at the top. She enjoys going where ever she can find the
beautiful crystals. Her comments about the club include saying
that it is made up of a great group of people. (I'll second that)

via Gems from the redwoods, 2/13
Via North West Newsletter, 10/02
Via Ghost Sheet, 12/01

(Ursula has been a board member and is willing to help out
whenever she can. She is also an accomplished artist)

March Days of Interest
8 - International Women’s Day
10 – Daylight Savings Time begins
14 – World Kidney Day
17 – St. Patrick’s Day
19 – St Joseph
20 – Spring begins
24 – Palm Sunday
26 – Passover starts
28 – Holy Thursday
29 – Good Friday
30 – National Doctors’ Day
31 -- Easter
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February’s Hunting Trip
The Rock Gods and Ma Nature got together and conspired to give 8 hearty club members a snowless, beautiful day to look for petrified limbs, fossil and selenite. All were rewarded with some nice finds. We went to a new spot North of Joseph City. Present
were Toni, Sandra, Kathleen, Larry, Sumner, Edie, Ursula and David (Adams). some nice pieces of black and red Agatized Petrified
Wood were found, and also a few small showings of fossils. Edie found some nice pieces of selenite. Toni found a nice piece of
Mondragonite. I found a couple pieces of melted bottleite that probably dates back to the early 80’s. A good time was had by all.
Sumner

March Hunting Trip
March’s field is on the 23rd. We will be meeting at
9:00 at the Circle K in Heber (1st one on the left). We
will heading down the Rim towards Payson. We are
going to the Sharp Creek area where we can find beautiful
Zebra Agates, Fossils and other assorted treasures.
Maps will be provided before we leave. High clearance vehicles and 4x4’s are suggested. So bring your
Humvee (or a reasonable substitute). see you there!!!!
Sumner

Happy Easter!
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Show Dates
March 15-16
Cottonwood, Arizona Retail Show
Mingus Union High School,
1801 E. Fir Street; Friday, 10-5 and Saturday 9-4
Adults $3.00, children under 12 free with an adult
Contact Val Latham (602) 350-1756
val65@cox.net
March 22-23
Yuma, Arizona Retail Show
Yuma Civic Center
1440 Desert Hills Dr.
Fri. 10-5; Saturday 9-4
Adults $3.00, children under 12 free with an adult
Contact Sharon Szymanski (480) 215-9101
goldcanyon2@yahoo.com
April 5 - 7
Minerals of Arizona 21st Annual Symposium
Information found elsewhere in newsletter
May 25-26
Annual Gem & Mineral Show
White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club
HonDah Resort and Casino Convention Center
777 Hwy 260, junction of SR 73 & 260, Pinetop, AZ
Sat. 9 - 6 and Sun. 10 - 4
All adults, $2.00, Juniors 16 & under free when with an
adult
Contact: Rick Olson (928) 251-0949
walkaround@earthlink.net
June 5-9
Gem & Mineral Show
Coconino Lapidary Club & Silver Saddle Outdoor Market
(co-hosts)
For dealer space, contact Becky Cox (928) 380-6657
bcox@fusd1.org
Additional information, contact Charles Bradley at
(928) 522-5839 ceebeeslapgem@yahoo.com
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Bench Tips
by Brad Smith
BEZEL SETTING PROBLEMS
When bezel setting a cab that has rather sharp corners, have you ever had
problems pushing the metal down at the corners? It's a common problem
often causing a wrinkle in your bezel and a grimace on your face.
In order for a bezel to capture the stone, the top edge of the bezel must be
compressed and become shorter to lay down onto the stone. With a round
or oval stone this naturally happens as you push and burnish the bezel.
But when setting a stone with corners, the tendency is to push the long
sides of the bezel down first. No compression occurs along the sides, and
all excess metal is left at the corners. Compressing everything there is
difficult. Often the only way to remove the extra metal at the corner is to
make a saw cut and fold the two sides in to touch.
If you want a smooth bezel all around the corners, the simple solution is
set the corners of the bezel first. Then push in and burnish the sides. In
this way the necessary compression is distributed along the length of all
sides and not forced to occur at the corners. With the corners set first, the
top edge of the bezel can easily be compressed along the sides.
CHEAPER & BETTER PICKLE
Most jewelers use a granular pickle mixed with water. The active ingredient is sodium bisulfate. This can be purchased from local stores as a common pool chemical used for adjusting the acidity of the water. It's sold
under various names, so be sure to check the list of active ingredients for
a brand that is 95% or more sodium bisulfate.
An added benefit is that the pool chemical is more pure in form than what
is sold for jewelry use and does not cause the often found brown grime
floating on the top of a pickle pot.
NEWS ITEM - Trillions in Diamonds!
Russia has just declassified news that will shake world gem markets to
their core: the discovery of a vast new diamond field containing "trillions
of carats," enough to supply global markets for another 3,000 years.
The Soviets discovered the bonanza back in the 1970s beneath a 35-million
-year-old, 62-mile diameter asteroid crater in eastern Serbia known as
Popigai Astroblem.
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Global-News/2012/0917/Russia-revealsshiny-state-secret-It-s-awash-in-diamonds

2013 March Coalition Trip, 30 March 2013 (Saturday)
hosted by Arizona Leaverites. Trip Leader will be Tom Parks
We will be meeting @ Sears Kay Ruins parking lot, which is
located on Forest Road 24 / Cave Creek Road, north of Bartlet
Lake Road intersection. Meeting time will be at 8:00 am, departing for the site at 8:15 am.
We will be collecting Red Jasper and Travertine. We will be
traveling as far north as the Arizona Agate Mine at the junction
of Bloody Basin Road. A high clearance vehicle with good tires
is recommended.
Email: tlparks_us@yahoo.com

(More Bench Tips by Brad Smith are at facebook.com/BenchTips/
or see the book "Bench Tips for Jewelry Making" on Amazon)
Editor’s note: I went to my Face Book page and “Liked”
Brad’s site. He sends out NIFTY TIPS! go look!

Just to see if anyone is reading my creations, if you see
this little blurb, bring this page to our next meeting, and
receive a nifty prize from the co-editor. Final time! Get ‘em while
they’re HOT! ur long-suffering editor
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An Interesting little Factoid from Tonie’s trip

Minerals of Arizona
21st Annual Symposium
sponsored by the
Flagg Mineral Foundation

April 5, 6, & 7, 2013
Clarion Hotel at Phoenix Tech Center
5121 E. La Puente Ave.
Phoenix, AZ
The Flagg Foundation has a lot of micromount material that will be available free for the participants.
Friday evening 5 – 10 pm, there will be a mineral sale with dealers selling from rooms. Dealers may also sell from 4 to 6pm on Saturday, and after the Saturday
buffet.
Saturday there will be a program with talks from 9 am to 4 pm, followed by a Buffet at 6 pm. There will be an auction and/or other entertainment at the buffet.
Sunday Activity
We are working on a field trip or other activity for Sunday. More details and a final program will be sent as soon as available.
The Clarion Hotel has a special rate for rooms during the symposium. They are $69.95 per night plus tax and include breakfast, happy hour (with beer and wine),
and a light evening meal (salad bar and one hot item). If you want a selling room you need to request a first floor, courtyard (poolside) room. We have asked that
those rooms be saved for dealers.
If you do not want a selling room, just specify that you are with the mineral symposium to get that rate.
The Clarion telephone number is 480-893-3900.
Directions: Take Interstate 10 N or S to Elliot Road exit. Go west on Elliot Road to the first light (a short block), turn north on 51st Street to La Puente Ave. Turn right
into the Clarion. The registration fee includes:
Saturday breakfast, coffee breaks, Saturday lunch, and Symposium Proceedings. The Mexican Buffet on Saturday is $20.

White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club
presents

Our Annual
Jewelry, Gem, & Mineral Show
featuring
Jewelry, Gems, Minerals, Beads, Slab & Fossil Dealers,
Lapidary Equipment & Supplies
Silent Auction, Door Prizes, Grand Raffle,
Wheel of Fortune, and MUCH More!

May 25 & 26, 2013
Saturday, 9am - 6pm
Sunday, 10am - 4pm
at the

HON-DAH Resort Casino Convention Center
777 Hwy 260
Pinetop, Arizona 85935
(Junction of SR 73 & 260)
Admission:
Adults - $2, ($1 with coupon)
Juniors, (16 & under) - free if accompanied by Adult

Show Chairman - Rick Olson
928-261-0949
walkaround@earthlink.net
Club Website: http://www.whitemountain-azrockclub.org
Sponsor is a Non-Profit Organization
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Sign-Up Schedule for Club Show
Saturday, 25th
Raffle and
Merchandise
(2 members)

Silent
Auction
(3 members)

Tonie MonDragon
Sandra Angelo

Sue Huber

Bill Stalder
Linda Stalder
Karen Stokes

11 - 1

Ruth King
Brookie Embry

Peggy Lancaster

Karen Stokes

Larry Legge

1-3

Tonie MonDragon
Sandra Angelo

Bill Stalder
Linda Stalder
Karen Stokes

Sue Huber

3-5

Clete Hinton
Dee Budde

5-6

Dee Budde

Time

Admissions
(2 members)

9 - 11

Kids Activities &
Spinning Wheel
(2 -3 members)

Fluorescents
(1 member)

Announcements
(1 member)

Rick Olsen

MaryAnn Mosley

Larry Legge

Karen Stokes

MaryAnn Mosley

Bill Stalder
Linda Stalder
Karen Stokes

Rick Olsen

Sunday, 26th
Raffle and
Merchandise
(2 members)

Time

Admissions
(2 members)

10 - 12

Eunice McQuiston
Karen Stokes

Dee Budde

12 - 2

Ruth King
Brookie Embry

Peggy Lancaster

2-4

Ursula Wilson

Setup
Stan & Jeanne
Ursula Wilson

Silent
Auction
(3 members)

Kids Activities &
Spinning Wheel
(2 -3 members)

Fluorescents
(1 member)

Announcements
(1 member)

Rick Olsen

Clete Hinton
Karen Stokes

Sue Huber

Bill Stalder
Linda Stalder
Karen Stokes

Take Down
Stan & Jeanne

If you see anywhere you might like to volunteer, call Rick Olson @ (928) 251-0949,
or email him @ walkaround@earthlink.net. Come On Folks! We need help to make this work!!

White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club
P.O. Box 3504
Show Low, Arizona 85902-3504

March Find-a-Word
aquamarine
beryl
big horn mountains
chrysolite
daffodil
irradiation
jonquil
leaverite
madagascar
malachite
maxite
pisces
placer
sawatch range
smithsonian
sri lanka
turquoise
THIS MONTH’S Word Search puzzle
courtesy of the Editor, Karen Stokes

