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President’s Message
This was a very active and fully packed meeting. We talked about a lot and got a lot done. I hope I cover it all. We had the pleasure of meeting 3 guests,
Melinda and Theo, who are from Show Low, and Todd Sharp, son of Bill and Linda Stalder. Theo and Melinda expressed many areas of interest in our hobby and Todd expressed a particular interest in photographing minerals.
I hope this newsletter finds Stan Arneclev well on the way to recovery following his recent surgery. We wish you well, and Jeanne, we are looking forward to
your gem tree demo in the not too distant future.
Thank you members A-L for the variety of snacks this meeting. Board Member Sandra Angelo gave me literature on the 2013 NE AZ Regional Science Fair
being held in March in which students will compete with their science projects. Two of our members are directly involved. Maryann Moseley is on the Planning Committee and Rick Olson will be a judge. At this meeting it was voted to contribute $300 to the Earth Science winner for their expenses to compete at
the state level. At the "supporter" level we will receive recognition in all publicity, have a $25 cash prize given in our name and receive a quarter page ad in
the event program. For more information about the Science Fair, please contact Maryann at 928-892-9191.
Vice President Nanz Marshall shared information about the Earth Science Museum in Phoenix which has replaced the Mineral & Mining Museum. After discussion it was voted to make a $300 contribution to the Museum. Both items appear on the proposed budget for 2013 that is located in this publication. The
Board prepared the recommended budget, the membership at the meeting approved it, and our final vote will be at the February meeting. Nanz also gave an
impromptu educational program on the subject of gem & mineral shows. As a personal note, that is how I got into rockhounding, by attending the Castro
Valley, CA club show in 1990. I was fascinated by a display case that showed every step in creating a cabochon from rough to polished gemstone. I was
hooked.
Larry presented the budget the Board worked on and any Board member can be contacted if you have questions. We are renewing our $ 1,000 to the National Forest Foundation for reforestation of Arizona, and renewing our Rocky Mountain Scholarship contribution of $1,000.
Sumner and Rick have come up with some really interesting field trip plans and I personally look forward to returning to the Clifton mining area. Their 2013
schedule of trips is in this newsletter. Please give them feed-back.
Rick gave his report on the Show so far and asked members to sign up for 2 hr. work shifts. Contact Rick to see how you can become involved. You won't
regret being part of a really great show.
David Bingell spoke to us about the Northland Art Institute which is offering a variety of artful classes in beading, pottery, fused glass, and other subjects. It is
located here in Show Low and there are both day time and evening classes. For more info go to NorthlandArtInstitute.com or call 928-358-8330. David is an
instructor and Malcolm Craft, the director, is a club member as well.
We opened our box of rocks from the Spring River Gem & Mineral Club (Cherokee Village, Arkansas) exchange and found quartz crystal, druzzy quartz, pink
dolomite, petrified wood limb casts, amethyst, chalcedony, microline, magnetite, selenite, calcite, and galena. I hope they liked the assortment we sent. Each
who contributed to our box got a rock and the balance will show up in future silent auctions.
I will miss the next meeting as I have a commitment . . . for a Caribbean cruise Whoo Hoo!! I am looking forward to underwater cave exploration in Cozumel.
Not being much of a swimmer, this will be interesting. Take care, and I hope I see you at the Globe Show on the 19th.
Toni

Dues are Due!

For All Rockhounds in the area!
Rock Talk is published monthly
by the White Mountain Gem &
Mineral Club, Inc. Any comments/info that members wish
to have included in the monthly
newsletter must be turned in to
the editor at the general
membership meeting or call the
editor prior to the following
weekend after the meeting.

Membership Dues: $15 for a
single membership, and $20
for a couple/family. Dues are
due the 1st of January of every
calendar year along with a
completed application. If you
join in November of previous
year, your dues will be good
for all of the following year.

Meetings: 1st Sunday of the
month, (unless it falls on a
holiday), at the VFW Post
9907, 381 N. Central Ave,
Show Low, AZ. Turn north off
of the Deuce of Clubs at the
Burger King. Social half-hour
@ 1:00pm, meeting starts @
1:30pm. Bring snacks.
Beverages will be available.
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January 2013 Board Meeting
A Board meeting was held at Tonie MonDragon’s home
on January 5, 2013 to discuss the 2013 budget. Present
were Tonie, Nanz Marshall, Larry Legge, Sumner Christie, Rick Olson, Sandra Angelo and Ron Ginn, which constituted a quorum. Edie Christie was also present. The
meeting began at 11:40 a.m.
Sumner and Rick presented the proposed list of 2013
field trips for the Board’s comment. There was discussion of selecting a month for the Arizona Coalition Trip
we will host, and it was suggested we revisit the claims
and allow the Coalition members access. It was also
suggested Sumner inform the Ranger Station when we
visit Pinedale, and have documentation with him regarding the rules for collecting, so as to avoid any problems.
The Board went line by line over the budget for the past
two years prepared by Larry Legge. Rick identified new
expenses with regard to the upcoming show. After discussion it was suggested we support the NE AZ Regional
Science Fair by a $300 contribution to the expenses of
sending the regional winner to the State competition. We
will also renew our $1,000 contribution to the National
Forest Foundation for reforestation of Arizona forests,
and $1,000 to the Rocky Mountain Federation Scholarship Fund. We further discussed ideas for merchandising at the annual show. We will plan on selling Rockhound decals and look for another suitable resale item
such as a tool or accessory for rockhounding, perhaps a
large loupe or portable UV light.
Larry will present the proposed budget at the January
meeting and will be published in the newsletter. The
final vote will be at the February meeting.
The meeting adjourned at 12:50 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Tonie MonDragon, President
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Our 2013 Club Field Trips
(tentative)
January 19th - Globe Gem & Mineral
Show, and Seneca Lake area for Chrysolite
(Backup = Pinedale)
February 23rd - Holbrook/ Joseph City for
Petrified Wood
March 23rd - Sharp Creek for Zebra Agate
April 27th - Pinedale for Petrified Wood
May 24,25,26 - Our Gem & Mineral Show @
Hon-Dah
June 23rd - Trip to Club Claims
July 27th - Luna, New Mexico for Luna Blue
Agate
August 24, 25 - Clifton 2 Day trip
September 28 - Joseph City Rock Art
October 26 - Camp Verde Jasper
(Backup = Forest Lake Fossils)
November 23rd - Zuni Fire & Ice
December 2nd - Christmas Party

**Subject to weather conditions, fire conditions, and Coordinator Whims!**

Some destinations may change due to permits, etc. Please check your newsletter,
email and monthly meeting prior to field
trips.

For the February 2013 meeting,
members who’s name begins
M - Z, please bring snacks
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GEN E R AL ME MB E R SH I P M EET I NG
J ANU AR Y 6 , 2 0 1 3
The January 2013 meeting was called to order by President
MonDragon at 1:20. Guests Melinda and Theo Halsall introduced themselves and identified a list of what they hoped to
find in our club. Todd Sharp introduced himself. He has
mostly been involved in photography. The membership
graciously welcomed the three newcomers.
Nanz Marshall made a motion to accept the minutes as presented in Rock Talk with a second provided by Ruthie King.
No additions or corrections were required and the minutes
were unanimously approved as presented.
President MonDragon relayed a phone call she had received
from Jeanie Arneklev. Stan had surgery and was doing very
well. Since Jeanie needed to be with Stan, her presentation
on gem trees will have to be rescheduled to a later date.
President MonDragon read the minutes from the Board
meeting held on January 5. Board minutes were approved as
presented.
Information on the Regional Science Fair was presented by
President MonDragon. It was suggested at the Board
meeting that our Club should provide some support. Rick
Olson will be a judge and MaryAnn Moseley is on the
Regional Science Fair Committee.
Members with last names beginning with A-L were thanked
for bringing the snacks.
The rocks from our exchange with Arkansas arrived. Everyone who contributed a rock could pick one. Any remaining
rocks would be put in the silent auction.
During the education segment of the meeting Nanz will be
talking about upcoming shows in the AZ and nearby. She will
also talk about the AZ Earth Science Museum.
Larry Legge gave the Treasurer ’ s report for December.
Expenses total $865.31 and income was 0. He then presented the proposed budget for 2013. Some changes were suggested. The 2013 budget will be published in Rock Talk for
approval at the February meeting.
Nanz Marshall stated that the Earth Science Museum is officially a 501c3 corporation. Its new home is on Bethany Rd. in
Phoenix. This museum replaces the AZ Mining and Mineral
Museum. The museum has put together Teacher Kits to
assist Arizona teachers in implementing the new science
curriculum standards. Two kits at no charge will be provided
to each school. Nanz suggested that a line item be placed in
the 2013 budget for either a membership or a donation to the
museum. One suggestion was that we may want to buy
additional kits for our local schools.
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Larry Legge made a motion that we designate $300 in the
Special Projects line item for the Earth Science Museum.
Sumner Christie provided the second. Motion was approved.
Membership was also reminded that dues are due.
The January field trip will be on the 19th to the Gem & Mineral
Show in Globe. We will meet at the K-Mart parking lot at 8
am, with an 8:30 am departure. There will be a stop at Seneca
Lake to do some collecting. A list of 10 field trips plus
alternate sites, if necessary, will be printed in the January
newsletter.
Rick Olson announced that the annual White Mountain Gem
and Mineral show will be held on May 25 and 26 at the
Hon-Dah Conference Center. Hours will be 9-6 on Saturday
and 10-4 on Sunday. Admission is $2 for adults and anyone
under 16 is free when accompanied by an adult. A coupon for
$1 off will be available in our print ads. We should all plan on
volunteering, since this is our primary fund-raiser. Volunteer
opportunities are 2 hours in duration. Set up will be on the
24th. We have access to the venue all that day. A room will
be dedicated for children activities. Eunice will display her 50
States fluorescence collection if she has assistance. We have
received contracts from a couple of dealers. 15 to 20 dealers
should be in attendance. There are 6 display cases available
to highlight collections and specimens.
David Bingell talked about the Northland Art Institute and its
upcoming class schedule. David and Malcolm Craft are
instructors. The information will be found in the January
Newsletter.
After a brief break Nanz Marshall presented the education
program. She provided information on upcoming shows and
symposiums. Since Nanz has been an attendee at many of
these events, she was able to include personal observations
and experiences.
Drawings:
50/50:
$13.50 - Bill Stalder
Lighted magnifier ( donated by Larry & Nanz ) :Aaron Uliberri
Mineral Sample: Larry Legge
Door Prize: Rockhound Decal: Tisha Peterson
Motion to adjourn by Nanz Marshall , with second by Kathleen
Varhol. Meeting adjourned @ 2:55
Respectfully submitted.
Sandra Ann Angelo, Secretary Pro-Tem
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Elected Officers & Volunteers

Volunteer Positions

President
Tonie MonDragon
(859)-338-2296

Show Chairman
Rick Olson
(928) 251-0949
walkaround@earthlink.net

Vice President
Nanz Marshal
(928)-537-2524

Advertise & Public Relations
NEED A VOLUNTEER!

Secretary
NEED A VOLUNTEER!

Librarian
NEED A VOLUNTEER!

Treasurer
Larry Legge
(928)-537-2524

Education, Schools & Libraries
NEED A VOLUNTEER!

Editor
Karen Stokes
(928)-229-0273
crystal_lover59@hotmail.com
Field Trip Chairman
Sumner Christie
(928)-537-2358
Board Members at Large
Ron Ginn
(480)-294-0731
Sandra Angelo
(928) 537-3726
Rick Olson
(928) 251-0949
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Birthdays
January

February

4th - Mark Holmstrom
19th - Marilyn Reynolds

No Recorded BDays

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, Ya’ll!!
MAY YOU HAVE MANY MORE!!

Greeter, Door Prizes, 50/50 Raffle
Kathleen Varhol
(928)-368-9556
Auctioneer
Bill Stalder
(928)-368-4496
Highway Clean-up
Brookie Embry
(928)-537-0760
Ruth King
(928)-337-2212
Claim Filing
Tonie MonDragon
(859)-338-2296
Coalition Trips
Historian, Bonus Prizes
Eunice McQuiston
(928)-536-7209

January Days of Interest
1 - New Years Day
6 - Epiphany Day
11 - Human Trafficking Awareness Day
20 - Inauguration Day
21 - Martin Luther King Day
26 - Australia Day
26 - Tu Bishvat

Sunshine
Nanz Marshall
(928) 537-2524
Web Master/Membership Chair
Ron Ginn
(480)-294-0731
wginn3@gmail.com

January Coalition field trip to be rescheduled
Gold Canyon is having an event, with many cars. NOT a
good weekend for a field trip on Jan. 26. Apache Junction
club will reschedule. Please let your clubs know, as info
might already be in your newsletters.
Happy New Year!
Lynne Wheeler-Benker

On January 19th, 2013 the club will meet at the
K-Mart parking lot in Show Low for our annual trek to
the Globe Gem & Mineral Show. We will meet at 8:00
am and leave at 8:30. Our rock gathering part this
year will at the Seneca Lake area, where we will be
finding Chrysolite. We will be checking the site out at
the end of next week to determine if we will be able to
rockhound due to weather. My cell phone # is 928
242-4454 or call Rick Olson 928-251-0949. An alternate site will Be made available if we are unable to
go to the mine tailing.
Sumner

For the February 2013 meeting,
members who’s name begins
with M-Z, please bring snacks.
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Re-scheduled Coalition trip
Our coalition trip is rescheduled to Saturday, February 2 2013.
There is a big art show in Gold Canyon on Jan 26, and traffic
tieups will be horrible.
We are going to Hewitt Canyon for beautiful pink, white and green
striped marble.
Meeting time is 9 a.m. We will meet on Queen Valley Road, which
is 12.4 miles east of Goldfield Road on Highway 60. You go east
past Gold canyon, turn north on Queen Valley Road, and go about
1.25 miles. There is a wide spot on the east side of the road and I
will be there with maps and someone to lead you the rest of the
way. High clearance will be necessary for last part of road, so think
about carpooling to get to the site
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Jeanne Arneklev was scheduled to do a demo on how to make these
trees at our January meeting but had to cancel do to a health issue of
Stan's. She will give the demo at a future date that will be announced.
In the mean time, gather the supplies that are listed and get ready to
enjoy! They are fun to make, make nice gifts, or just display in your
home.
Supplies:

● 22 or 24 gauge wire (your choice of color, i.e. gold, silver,
etc.)
● 3 or 4 strands of small chip beads, each 36 inches long
● Needle-nose pliers/wire cutter pliers
● Base for tree (rock that will sit flat) - fist size

I apologize for the late notice but hope you all can make it. Looking
forward to seeing you out there.
Any questions, please contact me at 918-440-0152 or email me.
Katy Tunnicliff, President
Apache Junction Rock and Gem Club

● E-6000 glue and heavy-duty rubber bands to hold tree while
glue is drying
Most of these supplies can be purchased thru Fire Mountain Gems. If
you need help when ordering, call Jeanne at (480) 213-4187

Upcoming Interesting Classes!
2nd Coalition Trip in February!
Our February Coalition Trip is set for the Slag Heap in
Cottonwood, Arizona. The date is Saturday, February 9
at 9 am. All those wishing to attend will have to sign a
liability waver upon arrival. There are some sharp edges
on some of the slag, so heavy boots, thick clothing and
gloves are appropriate and recommended. The representative from Mineral Research, Tom Hurkett, will be
there to let us in. There is a new access road off of 6th
Street and overflow parking may become necessary and
is available close by. This is a fun trip and most who
have attended in the past will not hesitate to come
again. See you there.
Your Hosts,
Mingus Gem and Mineral Club

The Northland Art Institute, for which I am an instructor,
will be starting their semester this January 14, and January 21. J. Malcolm Craft is the director, and has many
classes that he is offering in knife making, jewelry, and
others will be offering fused glass and chain maille. I
will be starting my 14 week semester on January 21,
and this semester will be broken down into four separate classes: Sculptural Beadwork, 3D Beadwork
(around a core object), Intro to Russian Beadwork and
Geometric beadwork. My classes start at 6 and run until
8 pm on Monday and Thursdays. I will also be offering
classes in "Open Beadwork" on Mondays and Thursdays at 9 am to 11 am. This will be an opportunity for
students to bone up on their bead working skills and/or
working on a specific project that strikes their interest.
Malcolm, who is also a member of the Rock and Gem
Club, can be reached at:
malcolm@NorthlandArtInstitute.com
or 928-358-8330.
Hope to see you soon!
David
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Show Dates
January 2013
18-20 - Globe, Arizona: Annual show;
Gila County Gem & Mineral Society; Gila County Fair Grounds,
3 miles north of Globe on US 60-70
Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-5, Sun. 9-4
$3 per adult
Contact Roy Trobaugh (928) 200-1592
email: rocksbynature@hotmail.com
Website: www.gilagem.com
For more info on shows, go to www.rockngem.com

CLEANING MINERALS WITH OXALIC ACID
Here are a few guidelines for using oxalic acid to remove iron stains from
minerals like smoky quartz and microcline. First, soak and scrub the mineral
thoroughly in water and detergent to remove as much surface dirt as possible. Oxalic acid is a white solid chemical; it dissolves in water to form a
solution that is particularly effective at dissolving iron oxides because it
forms a soluble iron oxalate complex. The acid is only weakly corrosive but
it is a poison if ingested, so handle both the powder and solution with care.
One can either soak minerals in oxalic acid at room temperature, or heat
them in hot (not quite boiling) acid. The room temperature treatment usually
requires several days, but heated acid will clean specimens in a few hours. I
have found that the hot acid seems to do a better job.
Richard M. Pearl, in Cleaning and Preserving Minerals, recommends using
about two tablespoons of oxalic acid crystals per gallon of water, and twice
as much for heavily stained material. According to Pearl, wood, aluminum,
or enamel containers are all suitable for use with the cold acid. An enamel
pan must be free of cracks or holes, or the acid will eat a hole through the
iron
pan.
Pyrex
glass
is
probably
the
best
container for hot acid; I have also used a plastic container held within a
metal pot as a "double boiler" for heating specimens in acid. Here is a suggested procedure. Place specimen in cold acid initially (the thermal shock
may crack crystals if they are placed in hot acid.)
Heat for an hour or more as required to remove the stain. The acid will turn
yellow as it dissolves iron.
Do not allow specimens to cool down in the acid; acid will be drawn into
cracks in the specimens and be difficult to remove. Instead, remove specimens into a hot (same temperature to reduce thermal shock) pan of water
containing a little baking soda to neutralize the acid on the specimens. Allow this to cool, and brush off any remaining iron oxide which has been
loosened but not dissolved.
Finally, rinse in clean water. It may be necessary to repeat the entire procedure for heavily coated specimens.
Some Pitfalls: In general, the oxalic removes fine-grained, powdery
limonite or hematite deposits easily, but thick solid iron oxide crusts dissolve very slowly. Crystalline hematite patches become bright and shiny
and dissolve very slowly. Oxalic acid is not good for cleaning specimens
containing calcite or some other calcium minerals, as it
dissolves these. Fluorite is not cleaned very well by oxalic acid and seems
to be etched by it. Yellow stains can result if specimens are left in oxalic
acid as it evaporates. (they should always remain completely covered by the
acid.) Also, using too much baking soda to neutralize the acid can result in
yellow staining.
September 1976 News Nuggets, by Pete Modreski

Rick Olson has been in the White Mountains area for at least 2
winters and 2 springs, and what he likes best about this area is
the dry climate and cooler weather.
He joined the club over two years ago and his favorite
rock/fossil is Colony Coral.
Altho he did not elaborate on why, some of his memorable moments in the club so far, when on field trips, have been to
Winslow and Globe. (What are they Rick?) He would like to go
to Bingham, NM area or the Red Cloud Mine at some future
date if this can be arranged.
He would like to have a "rock swap" between members. (How
about this, members?)
(Rick has volunteered to be the club's Show Chairman, and to
help Sumner, who is the 2013 Field Trip Chairman. Looks like
we will be having a show this year, thanks to him. Please give
him all the help you can. It's a big job and the more help he
has, the less stress. A big atta-boy coming your way Rick!)

A note from Rick Olson
I was talking with the director of the Regional
Science Fair coming to Blue Ridge H.S. in March and
he has offered to our club the opportunity to setup
a table on March 9th. That day is an Open House for
the public to view the kids projects and other venues
of interest to the community. He mentioned that we
could advertise the Gem Show and the club as a
means to bring in additional members. I talked with
Tonie and she mentioned that we have a flat display
case or two that could provide a "hands-on" for the
kids to find out about minerals and fossils found in
the area and state. We will discuss this at the next
meeting and seek volunteers to man a table for this
event.
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(Give top part to Treasurer)
Membership Cards ______Name Badges _______Newsletter (check one ) Snail-mail______Email____ or Both______
E-mail address:__________________________________________________________________________
WMG&MC membership application: New_____ Renewal_____

Date:__________________________

Name______________________________________________________Phone:____________________________
(Please Print)
Address________________________________City________________________________State____Zip________
Type of Membership:

Single ($15.00)___________ Couple ($20.00__________ Cash______ or Check______

(Give bottom part to Editor/Membership Chair)
White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club
P.O. Box 3504
Show Low, AZ 85902

Membership Application
Date____________________
Type of Membership: Single ($15.00)_______ Couple ($20.00)______

New________Renewal_________

Name:____________________________________________________________Phone #_____________________
(Please Print)
Address_____________________________________City_________________________State______Zip________
(Please Print)
E-mail Address_______________________________________________________________________________?
Would you like to receive club newsletter via email? _______

Would you like to receive club newsletter via snail-mail mail?______
Or both? ______
Optional: Date of Birth(s) (Year Not Necessary) __________________________
(Name, Month, and Day)

_________________________

(Name, Month, and Day)

As a club member, list any junior member(s) you would like to sponsor:
1.____________________________________________________Age__________________
Please Print
2.____________________________________________________Age__________________
Please Print
Seasonal Members: Please list alternate address and months of residency
Address_____________________________________________City___________________State_____Zip_______
Months__________________________________________________Phone________________________

Signature(s)__________________________________________________________________________Date_________________
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White Mountain Gem & Mineral Club
P.O. Box 3504
Show Low, Arizona 85902-3504

January Find-a-Word
beginnings
blizzard
caribbean
celebrate
hot cocoa
dieting
fireplaces
icicles
mittens
mountains
parka
parties
vacations
projects
skiing
resolutions
snowboarding
shoveling
snowflake
super bowl
THIS MONTH’S Word Search puzzle
courtesy of the Editor, Karen Stokes

